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What is one to say about June,  

the time of perfect young summer,  

the fulfilment of the promise of  

the earlier months,  

and with as yet no sign to remind one that 

its fresh young beauty will ever fade.      

                    Gertrude Jekyll 
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The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted at  
any time on: 01684 772237 or email: baynes@toucansurf.com.  
Parish Office:  
Tuesday mornings: 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall),: 9am to 12 noon:  
01386 881349  
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net  (Parish Secretary) 

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

aƻǊƴƛƴƎ tǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ уΦолŀƳ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ !ǎƘǘƻƴΦ 
Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ млΦллŀƳ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ {ǘ CŀƛǘƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ hǾŜǊōǳǊȅΦ 
 
/ƭŜǊƎȅΥ    wŜǾŘ /ŀƴƻƴ aŀǧƘŜǿ .ŀȅƴŜǎ        wŜǾŘ /ŀƴƻƴ {ǳǎŀƴ wŜƴǎƘŀǿ         
    wŜǾŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ [Ŝǿƛǎ         wŜǾŘ wƛŎƪ ¢Ŝǧ ό/ǳǊŀǘŜύ 
 

JUNE Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

3rd June 

1st Sunday 

after  

Trinity 

11.00 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

6.30 pm 

Open Village 

Evening  

Worship 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

Family  

Service 

R Tett 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

 

10th June 

2nd Sunday 

after  

Trinity 

6.30 pm 

Open Gardens 

Service of 

Evening Praise 

D Lewis 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

CW HC 

M Baynes 

 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

M Baynes 

17th June 

3rd Sunday 

after  

Trinity 

11.00 am 

Village  

Worship 

J Dodge 

& Lay Team 

9.30 am 

Morning Prayer 

G Pharo 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Tett 

6.00 pm 

Evening  

Prayer 

R Tett 

 

24th June 

4th Sunday 

after  

Trinity 

 

10.00 am 

United Parish 

CW HC Service 

& Beckford  

Patronal 

M Baynes 

J Dodge to 

preach 

   

JULY           

1st July 

5th Sunday 

after  

Trinity 

6.00 pm 

Evening  

Prayer 

8.00 pm 

BCP HC 

11.00 am 

Family  

Service 

  
9.30 am 

CW HC 



 

 Page 3 

A couple of years ago as we were hauling our caravan up the  
Massif Central on our way to the South of France, Bryony and I 
suddenly experienced a huge bang and smoke pouring out of the 
back of our car. Our speed dropped from 40 to 15 mph and it was 
all I could do to reach the next exit on the autoroute and crawl into 
a very small mountain village. 
 
Being the optimist I am, I assumed that the holiday was over  
before it had even begun. Yet, by some miracle, the village had a 
small garage with a hugely friendly patron and within a couple of hours the broken  
turbo hose was replaced and we were back on the road. Disaster was transformed to 
happiness. 
 

I have spoken before of my love for the gospel story of 
the Emmaus Road. This is the account of when, after his 
resurrection, Jesus, at first unrecognised, walks  
alongside two of his very disconsolate disciples  
explaining to them the meaning of his life and his death. 
He finally makes himself known to them in the breaking 
of bread, when he joins them for a meal at the end of the 
journey. Their sadness is transformed to joy.  
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished.  

The metaphor of a journey in terms of our life experience is a powerful one. Journeys 
can be a pleasure or a nightmare, with most being an in between routine, a necessity 
in our everyday existence. Yet whatever journey you may be making, most of us 
would acknowledge that making a journey with a companion is generally better than 
making one on your own, especially when things get tough. This is true of life as well: 
it is always better when you feel that you have somebody with you to celebrate the 
joys, to get through the mundane, and to support you when it is most challenging. I 
have certainly learned this again over the past months. 
 
As we move into summer many of us will be planning trips and holidays and making 
journeys. These are times when we move out of our usual routines and have  
opportunities for new experiences and to meet new people. Very often time away, and 
meeting new people, can give us an opportunity to gain new perspectives and we  
return renewed. Sometimes holiday acquaintances can turn into lifetime friendships, 
that are renewed on other occasions. Acquaintances become companions on the 
way.  
 
Whatever kind of journey you find yourself on this summer, may you find companions 
on the way who give you perspective, hold you when things are tough and remind you 
that you are loved. And never forget, companions are found in the most unlikely  
places, as we discovered in that remote French village. 

                       Matthew Baynes 
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Beckford Open Village 2nd & 3rd June 1:00pm ï 6:00pm 
 
A last-minute reminder that 14 of Beckfordôs gardens will be open for viewing on the 
first weekend in June which, along with a number of other attractions, make a visit  
essential! 
The gardens offer a range of styles and sizes and include a walled garden not  
previously opened. The event will be opened by John Sales, for many years Head of 
Gardens for the National Trust, who will speak at the church lychgate at 1pm on  
Saturday 2nd June.   
 
Among the gardens will be plant sales, a stall selling locally-made 
preserves, a champagne bar, barbecue, face-painting, ice creams, 
fascinating archival photographs and papers relating to Beckfordôs 
past, a display of vintage radios (and a vintage TV this year!) and 
some beautiful classic cars. Other classic vehicles will be displayed 
at the Village Green, where also the Tombola will be sited. And a 
special feature this year is the splendid new cookery book ñWell 
Fed! Special Recipes from Beckford and Beyondò; at only Ã5 itôs 
the perfect souvenir and an ideal gift for friends and family. 

 
In the church will be a wonderful display of flower arrangements 
created by the talented ladies of the village and the ringing  
chamber will be open to visitors on Saturday afternoon. 
 
Teas and refreshments will be served in two venues ï in the  
Village Hall, courtesy of the WI ï and in the garden and  
conservatory at Frensham House, thanks to Heather. 
 

Admission to all events costs Ã5 per adult, covering both days, (accompanied children 
aged 16 and under free) and free parking is available behind the village hall (please 
donôt park elsewhere for safety reasons).  All funds raised are to support the  
maintenance and the ministry of St John the Baptist church but afterwards village  
organisations may apply for disbursements to assist their work in the community. 
 
Remember!  Beckford Open Village is held only every two years and if you miss 
this weekendôs treats youôll have to wait until 2020 for another chance! 
 
And a requestéé. 
 
éé.gifts and donations of prizes for the Tombola would be greatly appreciated and 
may be left in the basket provided in Beckford Stores ï or given direct to the  
organisers, Alan and Christine Bailey at The Old Stables, Back Lane (telephone  
01386 881526). Collection can be arranged if required. Thank you! 

Open Garden in Overbury  

 
If you have time and energy after visiting all Beckfordôs stunning  
gardens, Whitcombe Garden in Overbury will be open again on  
Sunday June 3rd between 2:00pm and 5:00pm in aid of the National 
Gardens Scheme.  
 
Do come and enjoy the beauty of this very special garden.  
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   Ashton under Hill Open Gardens  
 

      Saturday and Sunday 9th and 10th June 2018  
  1:00pm to 6:00pm  

 

ĉ 24 gardens open   

ĉ óOpen Front Gardensô 

ĉ  Botanical Painting Exhibition in St Barbaraôs Church  

ĉ  Beekeeping display & display by RSPB    

ĉ Childrenôs Quiz 

ĉ   Organ recitals and flower displays in St Barbaraôs Church 

ĉ  Quality plant and craft sales   

ĉ Light lunches from 12.00 ǅ Teas and cream teas ǅ Ice creams 

ĉ  Free parking for cars and coaches ǅ Complimentary shuttle bus service 

ĉ  Saturday entry also valid on Sunday 
 

Admission Ã6.00 ï Children under 16 free 
 
 

Proceeds in aid of St Barbaraôs Church and  
Community projects 

 
This great community event raised Ã8,500 in 2017 to support the church and other 
village activities. Hopefully many of you from the surrounding churches will be able to 
come along again in 2018. This yearôs theme is óNature in the Gardenô and there will 
be exciting stalls in the village and an art exhibition in St Barbaraôs Church to support 
the theme.  

Website: www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk    
Email: contact@ashtonopengardens.co.uk    

Contact: John Kenrick 01386 881431, Andrew Cooke 01386 881715 
or Alex Dodge 01386 881487 

 

 Open Gardens in Upper Kemerton 
  

The following gardens in Upper Kemerton will be open on  
Sunday 1st July between 2:00pm and 6:00pm. 

 
   BELLôS CASTLE                           MERECOMBE HOUSE 
   BROCKWOOD HOUSE                     THE PRIORY 
                                  WINGS COTTAGE 
  
      TEAS AND PARKING AT THE PRIORY 
  
         FREE ENTRANCE -  
    DONATIONS TO MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE 
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News From Overbury 

      2018 SEASON 
 
Our new President, Lord Jones, hosted his first  
Reception for Vice-Presidents and Life Members at the 
pavilion on Sunday 13th May. It was a great success. 

 
The League season has at last started and the 1st team has already won a 
league game !  
We still need Senior players to join us for both League and friendly matches. 
Net practice is held every Tuesday evening from  6:00pm - 8:00pm.   
 
Junior coaching/practice nights on Friday evenings (from 6:30pm) have 
already been very well supported, however, new boys and girls are still most 
welcome to join us.  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

SIX-A-SIDE CONTEST -  Monday 25th & Tuesday 26th June -  6pm start.  
Local teams compete against each other in an exciting knockout contest over 
two evenings. 
 
ANNUAL FUN NIGHT -  Friday 20th July at 6.30 pm  -   Fun for all the family ! 

New social members are always welcome on payment of a donation. In addition to 
match days, the pavilion is open on most Friday evenings (youth training night) from 6 
pm. 

     Dave Devereux, OCC Chairman   (01684 850329 or 07949 648372) 
          http://overbury.play-cricket.com 

May has been a busy month for St Faithôs with events taking place under sunny skies 
surrounded by beautiful blossom.  Always the prettiest of months, this May has seen 
an abundance of spring flowers, and trees and hedges laden with blooms. 
 
We were delighted to witness the wedding of Amanda Bossom and 
Matthew Prior on April 21st. After fears of a deluge, the wedding 
party were greeted by sunshine and warmth. The church was 
splendidly decorated with trees, foliage and flowers, and the bride 
and her attendants all looked stunning. We all wish them a very 
long and happy married life. 

 
We welcomed Eloise Graham into Godôs family at her Baptism on 
May 6th. It was a pleasure to share the company of her family and 
friends in our Family Service, finishing in the usual cacophony as 
lots of beaming little faces shone with the delight of making as 
much noise as possible from assorted musical instruments.   
 

Whitcombe Garden will be open again on Sunday June 3rd between 2:00pm and 
5pm in aid of the National Gardens Scheme; do come and enjoy the beauty of this 
very special garden.  
 

http://overbury.play-cricket.com/
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Overbury School Report 
 

June is a very exciting month for pupils at Overbury CE First School: we have a  
Bellboating Regatta, Multi Skills Festival, a Science Workshop and Sports Day to name a 
few. Not forgetting our regular celebration assemblies, music lessons and open parent 
sharingé.phew, we will need the summer holidays to recover from such excitement!!  
 
Round and round and round we goé 
Children, staff, and parents came together recently to celebrate 
our annual Maypole ceremony. Weeks of preparation ensured that 
every dance went as smoothly as possible and no ribbons became 
entangled, which any maypole dance enthusiasts will know, is  
virtually unheard of! Our May Queens were crowned by Pernilla 
Pascolutti (recently retired Headteacher) and the fabulous weather 
guaranteed a wonderful turn out.  
 
Slimbridge WWT  

Our Year 4 and 5 children were delighted to visit Slimbridge  
Wetlands recently. Although a particularly cold day, it was a trip 
they will remember for years to come. A beautiful habitat to enjoy 
wildlife, with an excellent collection of 
wildfowl such as ducks, geese and  
flamingos etc. These are organised into 
geographically themed enclosures,  
offering some hides and observatories for  
viewing across fields and numerous 
ponds. The children favoured the  

Hawaiian Geese, the stunningly plumed Eider, the strange  
wrinkly looking Cereopsis Goose, three extremely cheeky Otters, a 72 year old Flamingo 
and one particular Mallard who followed us around the entire day and was quickly 
dubbed óQuackers!ô It was delightful to sit and listen to the varied and vast sounds and 
calls of the birds.  
We would thoroughly recommend visiting in spring as you get the added bonus of baby 
animals/birds waddling about and looking extremely cute - a guaranteed hit regardless of 
age! 
 
For more information regarding events, and updates, please visit our new school blog, 

which can be accessed via our website. http://www.overbury.worcs.sch.uk/ 
 
PLEASE NOTE: OUR SPACIOUS SCHOOL HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE ON 01386 725235 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Overbury Street Market will be celebrating its 40th birthday on 
Saturday 14th July offering a warm welcome to all our visitors 
as usual.  
There will be something for everyone and, weather permitting, 
the opportunity to relax and enjoy refreshments and musical 
entertainment as well. If wet we shall move to the Village Hall.  
We look forward to seeing you and your friends at our annual 
event which, over the last 40 years, has helped support our  
village charities and activities.   

                 Andrew John ï Tel: 01386 725229 

http://www.overbury.worcs.sch.uk/
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News from Ashton under Hill 

"Spring flew swiftly by, and summer came; and if the 
village had been beautiful at first, it was now in the full 
glow and luxuriance of its richness. The great trees, 
which had looked shrunken and bare in the earlier 
months, had now burst into strong life and health; and 
stretching forth their green arms over the thirsty 
ground, converted open and naked spots into choice 
nooks, where was a deep and pleasant shade from 
which to look upon the wide prospect, steeped in  
sunshine, which lay stretched out beyond. The earth 
had donned her mantle of brightest green; and shed 
her richest perfumes abroad. It was the prime and  
vigour of the year; all things were glad and flourishing." 
             
 Charles Dickens, Oliver Twist  

Mine is the Month of Roses; yes, and mine  
The Month of Marriages! All pleasant sights  
And scents, the fragrance of the blossoming vine,  
The foliage of the valleys and the heights.  
Mine are the longest days, the loveliest nights;  
The mower's scythe makes music to my ear;  
I am the mother of all dear delights;  
I am the fairest daughter of the year. 
 
   June, from the Poetôs Calendar by 
   Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

                     Open Gardens Service of Evening Praise in  
                   St Barbaraôs Church, Ashton 
                    Sunday 10th June at 6.30 pm 

 

Please come to a service of Open Gardens Evening Praise in St Bar-
baraôs Church on the evening of Sunday 10th June at 6.30 pm, when 
we will give thanks to and for all who have worked hard to make this 
village community event a success this year and for over forty years. 

 
Village Worship on Fatherôs Day 
Sunday 17th June at 11.00 am 

Celebrating John Dodgeôs 18 years of Worship Leadership in Ashton 
 

Please join us to celebrate John Dodgeôs leadership of worship in Ashton and his  
contribution to the wider Beckford Group Parish.  
John joined Ashton Church Committee in 1998 and became a churchwarden in 2002. 
He began taking services during the interregnum in 2001/02.   
2016 marked 55 years since his Licensing as a Lay Reader in 1961.   
He has also served as Lay Vice Chairman of the Beckford Group PCC for three years 
and as a member of the Bredon Hill Steering Group, becoming one of the lay  
representatives on the newly formed Bredon Hill Group Council in 2017.  
Following the service, you will be welcome to join John and Alex for a glass of 
wine in the garden at The Old Farmhouse from 12.30pm to 2.00 pm before they 
leave Ashton at the end of June. 



 

 Page 9 

ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - May Report 

 

Ashton under Hill WI held its Annual Meeting on 1st May. Thirty  
members were present. After a shorter business meeting, president 
Marjy introduced Karen Warboys, our WI adviser for the evening.  
As this is the Worcestershire centenary year, Karen encouraged us to join in the ñBig 
Picnicò at Avoncroft in August which will be the countyôs main celebration. She also    
presented Marjy with the Centenary book which we had all contributed to ï we are on 
page190. 
 
Karen spoke about the resolution to be presented at the National Meeting in Cardiff on 
6th June. The motion ñMental Health Mattersò had the support of 40% of WIs and was a 
clear winner nationally from the motions put forward. The campaign was initiated by 
Louise Jones who works as a counsellor, and is promoted by Callow Heath WI     
Worcestershire. Karen gave us the statistics that 1 in 4 people with a mental health   
problem feel they suffer discrimination, and that 1 in 10 children can have depression at 
any time. Bullying, social isolation and loneliness can be contributory causes, at any 
stage in oneôs life. The intention is that it becomes socially acceptable to talk more  
openly about mental health issues, rather than it being a hidden problem in society. We 
shall be interested to hear how this campaign is developed after June.  
 
The formal part of the Annual Meeting heard the Treasurerôs report from Christine    
Powell, Judith Hunter gave the Secretaryôs report on the yearôs events, and Marjy Facer 
thanked all members who had contributed to Ashton WI during the year. As ever it had 
been a busy past year; the finances are in a healthy position and we had joined in     
several county events as well as making our own trips and outings. The 
reports were  accepted by those present. Two committee members 
were standing down, although both had kindly offered to continue with 
jobs for the time being. Ruth Clarkson had been a  dynamic force in 
catering and is willing to help with ploughmanôs lunches at the Open 
Gardens event. The cycling trip she organised to Bideford in 2015 was 
much enjoyed by the  participants. Maggie will continue to hold the 
craft afternoon once a month, and will also organise our monthly raffle. 
Marjy presented them both with a pot plant as a thank you. Marjy was 
re-elected as president. The committee was re-elected, with the usual plea for some 
more members to come forward to help.  
 
Marjy thanked Karen for attending our meeting. Karen had rather nervously admitted that 

this was her first meeting as an adviser, but thanked us 
for making her welcome. She must have enjoyed her visit 
as she stayed on for our ñKeep Fitò session led by Marion 
Nelson. This was great fun and the exercises could be 
done seated or standing up. Marion has been a keen 
teacher of ñKeep Fitò for many years, and we all joined in 

with enthusiasm under her expert tuition.   
Judith gave the vote of thanks to Marion, and Pat Smith and Ruth Clarkson provided  
refreshments. 
 
The next meeting is on Tuesday 5th June when the new programme will be available.                                                        

                                                 Judith Hunter 
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News From Teddington and Alstone 

June Services in The Chapelries 
 

  June 3rd:  9:30am, Alstone - Holy Communion with David                

  June 10th:   9:30am, Teddington - Holy Communion with Matthew 

  June 17th:   6:00pm, Alstone - Evening Prayer with Rick 

 Teddington  Church  Tower Tours & Get Together in the Village Hall  
on Saturday 5th May 
 

We had glorious weather for Teddington Tower Tours and Teas. 
There were wonderful views of the surrounding  
countryside from the top of the tower and tempting teas were 
served in the Village Hall ï attracting such comments as ñIôve 
never seen such a large selection of cakes for ages!ò  
Everyone very much enjoyed the event, with the younger ones 
particularly keen to climb the tower and take part in the treasure 
hunt.   
A big thank you to all those who attended and gave so  
generously to church funds. In total we took around Ã500, with 
over 100 climbing the tower and more than 70 teas being served!  

  

Teddington Church Tower Tours 

A personal thank you to everyone involved in  
organising the Tower Tours and village 'get together'.  
I hadn't been up the tower before, and after negotiating 
the 28 stone steps and two ladders there certainly were 
magnificent views from the top, made even more  
pleasurable by the wonderful weather. It was very  
interesting to see the 400-year old bells close up too. 
Altogether a very enjoyable and sociable occasion, with 
everyone walking about the village and enjoying their 
tea in the Village Hall. 

                         Rose Phillips 

 Here is another date for your diary when we hope youôll all join us for our 

  Midsummer Coffee Morning at Bengrove Farm, Bengrove 

by kind permission of Alec and Libby Hopkins 

 Saturday, July 7th  from 10.30am ï 12.30pm 

 
Entry Ã3 to include coffee or tea and homemade cakes 

 

with Bring and Buy, Raffle,     

Tombola, Plants & Produce,     

Bric-a-Brac stalls and more ï all 

in a beautiful setting 

For further details please see the 

July magazine  


