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Remembrance Sunday - 13th November  

 
Remembrance Sunday in St Barbara's Church,  

Ashton under Hill, 10:45am 

The Royal British Legion with the combined Parishes of  

Beckford, Overbury and Kemerton will parade and salute our 

fallen and living servicemen - and your special attendance at this 

most moving of ceremonies is warmly welcomed. 

 

In particular we will recall with 

gratitude all those who fought 

and gave their lives, 100 years 

ago, in the Battle of Jutland  

31st May to Ist June 1916 and 

the Battle of the Somme  

1st July - 18th November 1916. 

 

Also 

 

Chapelries Remembrance Service,  

Teddington Church, 10:30am 
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The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted  at any time 
on:  01684 772237  or email: mbaynes@toucansurf.com.  

Parish Office: Tuesday mornings, 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall), 9am to 12 noon: 01386 
881349 or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net  (Parish Secretary) 

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

NOVEMBER Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

6th November 

3rd before  

Advent 

11.00 am 

CW HC 

R Worsley 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Worsley 

11.00 am 

Family  

Service 

Lay Team 

4.00 pm 

All Souls  

Service 

S Renshaw 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Worsley 

  

13th November 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

10.45 am 

Royal British 

Legion  

Remembrance 

Service 

C Parr 

10.45 am 

(combined 

at Ashton) 

10.45 am 

(combined at 

Ashton) 

 

10.30 am 

Remembrance 

Service 

R Palmer 

20th November 

Last Sunday  

before Advent 

11.00 am 

Village  

Worship 

R Worsley 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Worsley 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Worsley 

   

27th November 

Advent Sunday 

10.00 am 

United CW HC 

C Parr 

  

        

DECEMBER  

4th December 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

3.30 pm 

Christingle 

Family Service 

J Dodge and 

Lay Team 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

Family Service 

M Baynes 

  

9.30 am 

CW HC and  

Patronal 

M Baynes 
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For when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong to Apollos," 
are you not merely human? What then is Apollos? What is Paul?  
Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to 
each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So neither 
the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God 
who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have 
a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labour 
of each. For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's 
field, God's building.                                                                                                                             
                  1 Corinthians 3. 4 ï 9 
 
As a predictor of the outcome of elections I am completely useless. I got the General 
Election wrong: I predicted another coalition. I got the Brexit vote wrong; I was sure that 
we would stay in. So in terms of predicting who will be the next American President I 
have no idea, and no desire to be publicly wrong again. For the American electorate it is 
a bit of a óHobsonôs choice,ô neither candidate seems to fill people with great enthusiasm, 
but the prospect of óPresident Trumpô fills many with great fear. If you are reading this  
after 8

th
 November you will know the result, unless, once again, too many óchadsô are left 

hanging in the air.  

My inability to have any sense of the direction of recent elections is I suspect because the 
political landscape has changed more in the last five years, than in the previous fifty, and 
at an incredible pace. Most notably the tone of politics has become increasingly driven by 
fear and a desire of many to retreat into tribal groupings, to defend their own, come what 
may, and to assert their own rights and privileges. 
 

 In 1989, we all rejoiced at the destruction of the Berlin wall, indeed, many of us have  
preserved little bits of painted concrete hacked from the great edifice and symbol of  
division, as a new symbol of hope. Sadly,1989 did not mark the end of walls dividing  
nations. Since 1989, an even bigger wall has been constructed in Israel, and Donald 
Trumpôs talk of fortifying the American/Mexican border has many enthusiastic supporters. 
Nationalism is a growing force all over the world and I have no doubt that in the elections 
that will take place in both France and Germany next year it will be a very significant  
factor. Whatever your political viewpoint, this is deeply worrying. 
 

Three days after the American election many of us will be pausing for two minutes silence 
to recall the cost paid when nationalism builds up unstoppable momentum leading to  
cataclysmic conflict. As we pause to remember the terrible cost of human conflict, and 
those whose lives were lost, perhaps we also need to recall why they gave their lives, 
and what sort of world they would want that sacrifice to bring about. It is surely not one 
that simply repeats the mistakes of the past, and where war and the misery it generates 
remain a constant and inevitable part of our humanity. 
 

Paul writing to the argumentative and fractious Corinthians in the quotation above gave a 
very clear warning against retreating into tribalism. He reminded the Corinthians that,  
under God, they shared both a common purpose and a dependence on God for all they 
had. Thus they would stand equally accountable before God for their actions, and the 
manner in which they lived out their calling to be a disciple of Christ.  

Collectively we are accountable for the future shape of our society and our world.  
Whether we are motivated by faith or not, we have a moral responsibility to leave the 
world better than we found it. As we reflect on our very rapidly changing world, especially 
during this time of remembrance, we must ask ourselves what we can do as individuals 
and communities to draw people together, not force them apart, to promote peace and 
reconciliation, not division and conflict. 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is  
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy; Amen 

Matthew Baynes 
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John Bell from the Iona Community will be coming to  
Beckford Church on Saturday 1st April 2017 between 2pm and 
5pm, leading a seminar entitled ; ñLooking for the larger Christ.ò 
 
John L. Bell was born in, resides in and belongs to Scotland. He 
is a Church of Scotland Minister. He is well known for his music 
and worship resources, produced with his colleagues as part of 
the Wild Goose Resource Group within the Iona Community. He 
is also a well known preacher, workshop leader and broadcaster 
in Britain and beyond, but his primary concern is the renewal of 
congregational worship at the grassroots level. He has a deep 
interest in music from non-European cultures and a passion for óthe song of the  
Assembly', giving voice to all who gather in Christian worship. With his colleagues, John 
has produced many collections of songs and a wide range of liturgical material. He has 
also authored several collections of sermons and meditations. His work is made  
available in North America through the liturgical publisher GIA, or by visiting the website 
of the Iona Community. He regularly appears on óThought for the Dayô on Radio 4ôs 
óToday Programme.ô John is a radical and imaginative thinker, who enables people to 
examine their Christian faith with a fresh perspective.   
 
Writing about the theme for his seminar John writes.  ñThe adjectives most commonly 
used regarding Jesus are 'kind and gentle'; the predominant images of him in the song 
and physical artwork of the church are mostly passive, and there is limited expectation 
that he might have an interest in the issues of the day apart from those associated with 
charitable causes. So is he the Lord of All or an emasculated saviour? This will be 
the focus of the seminar which will draw on scripture, poetry and song, all in search of a 
larger Christ.ò 
 
We are expecting a healthy interest in this seminar and we have only limited seating 
available in the Church. Tickets will be Ã15 and are available from Beckford Stores. If 
you would like them posted please email Matthew with how many you want and the  
address to which they should be sent, he will then let you know how to make payment.  

CHRISTIAN AID AUTUMN FAIR & AUCTION OF PROMISES 
Saturday 5th November, St Andrewôs Church,  

Montpellier, Cheltenham 
10:00am until 1:30pm - Free Entry 

 
Cake Stalls     Gifts and Toys    Books    Coffee Shop 
      Childrenôs Activities (10:30am until 11:45am)         

Hot and Cold Lunches Ã5 & Desserts Ã1 ( available from 11:30am)  
 

Proceeds to projects in El Salvador and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The EU will triple the donation. 

Parish Tea 4th October, Beckford Village Hall 
 
A happy and enjoyable afternoon was had by many parishioners who 
attended the parish tea.  A big thank you goes to all those people 
who kindly donated cakes, etc for the event and also to those who 
helped with hall arrangements and at the tea in the afternoon. 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and Remembrance Sunday 
 

This year the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal will run from the 29th 
October 2016 to Remembrance Sunday on November 13th 2016. 
The Remembrance service will be at Ashton under Hill and the wreath 
laying will be at the War memorial in the village. 
 As always, we hope that the local community will continue to give  
generously during the period to support the wonderful work the Royal 

British Legion does throughout the year. 
In the last year there have been some changes in the branchôs personnel with Captain 
Anthony Hallett becoming Branch Chairman and Sally Stringer becoming Branch  
Secretary. Also Peter White, who has been Poppy Appeal Organiser for 20 years has 
handed over the reigns for this to Ian Dickson.  
If you are able to give any spare time in helping with the Poppy Appeal or if you are   
ex-services and want to get in touch with your local branch please find contacts below. 
 

Capt Anthony Hallett, Chairman: 01386 725206, email tony.hallett@ceworld.com 

Ian Dickson, Poppy Appeal Organiser: 01386 882511                                              
                email iandicksoncz@yahoo.co.uk. 

Sally Stringer, Secretary: 01386 881248, email info@beckford-stores.co.uk 

 

ALL SOULS' SERVICE ï OVERBURY, 6th NOVEMBER  

 

Our Annual All Soulsô Memorial service will take place on Sunday  
6th November at 4pm at Overbury. This is an opportunity for anyone to 
come to church and remember a loved one who has died. As usual we  
extend a particular invitation to the friends and relatives of a person who has 
died in the past year. The service will be a great service of hope, and a  
positive reaffirmation of Christôs resurrection. There is a list available at the 
back of each of our churches for anyone to add the name of a friend or  
relative they wish to have remembered. Please pass on the information 
about this service to anyone who you think may find it helpful. 
Everyone is warmly invited to come to Whitcombe House after the service for 
tea and cakes and to share memories. 

Christmas Bulb Sale  

Saturday  3rd December, 10:00am until mid - day  

Overbury Village Hall  

 
Come and buy bulbs flowering at Christmas  

 in baskets and pots as well as useful gifts  
and the popular raffle.  

 

Entrance £1: Refreshments  
All in aid of the Friends of  

St Faithôs Church, Overbury 

 

mailto:iandicksoncz@yahoo.co.uk
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News From  Overbury 

Overbury School - Upcoming Events for Your Diaries 
 
FRIDAY 11th NOVEMBER: Open Morning  9.00 - 10.30am 
Prospective parents will be given a tour of the school, by a governor and Year 5 young leader, 
and the Head Teacher will be giving an informative talk at 10am.  
 
THURSDAY 24th NOVEMBER: Community Coffee Morning 10.30 - 11.30am 
Everybody from the local community and surrounding villages is welcome to join us; take the 
edge off those bitter October winds with a hot drink and a slice of freshly made cake with 
friends. 
 
SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER: Annual Christmas Fayre, 10.00 am -1:00pm 
Our ever popular annual Christmas Fayre will be open to the public with 
craft stalls, refreshments, childrenôs activities, Father Christmas and music 
ï do come along!  If any local businesses are interested in holding a stall, 
please contact the office as soon as possible to secure a table, as they 
are filling up fast. 
If you would like any more information on any of these events, please do 
not hesitate to contact the school office on 01386 725235 or email  
office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk   

From the Parish Register: 
Weddings: September 11th - Lucy  Strange and Richard Quentin 
        September 17th -  Sarah Adlington and Thomas Clarke 
        October 1st -  Lucy Harvey and Nicholas Williams 
Funeral:    September 27th - John Fergusson-Cunninghame MC 
 
September at St Faithôs ended with over 100 people attending the funeral of Johnny  
Fergusson-Cunninghame. It was a fitting farewell to a remarkable man and many  
members of the family contributed to a memorable service. The 1st October saw  
St Faithôs final wedding of the year, between Lucy Harvey and Nicholas Williams. The 
church looked magnificent with spectacular white floral arrangements not only inside the 
building but also on the lychgate and outside the main door. It was a wonderfully joyful 
occasion and not even the torrential rain which cruelly coincided both with the brideôs  
arrival and the coupleôs exit from the church could spoil the happiness of the occasion. As 
soon as the wedding party had departed, a team of volunteers led by Wendy Harrison, 
arrived to add to the already beautiful decorations with fresh fruit and vegetables and 
brightly coloured flowers and greenery in readiness for Harvest Festival, led by Matthew 
Baynes the following morning. The service was very well  
attended (including some 20 children) and raised Ã194.50 
for the Catch project. A large proportion of the congregation 
then moved to the Village Hall for a very happy Bring and 
Share lunch which raised a further Ã80 for Water Aid with  a 
harvest hamper raffle.    
 
Sunday 9th October was the Patronal Festival of St Faith, celebrated at our morning  
service, and in the afternoon the Friends of St Faith held their AGM in the church. There 
are exciting plans to install a disabled toilet facility in the North West corner of St Faith's 
so the meeting started at St Nicholas in Kemerton, where a similar project has been 
beautifully executed. Plans have been prepared and faculty permission will now be  
applied for. A faculty is also being sought to restore and extend the memorial cloister in 
the Garden of Remembrance. The original structure was built in memory of Robert and 
Eleanor Holland-Martin and its restoration will be funded by the family.    
The annual All Souls service is being held at St Faithôs this year at 4pm on Sunday,  
6th November. We look forward to welcoming everybody who wishes to remember a 
loved one. Everyone is warmly invited to come to Whitcombe House afterwards for tea 
and cakes and to share memories. 

mailto:office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk
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Ashton School October Report 
 
Introducing the new Head Teacher 
I am delighted to be the new Head Teacher at Ashton-Under-Hill First School and have 
genuinely enjoyed my first term. To say that it has been a steep learning curve is a bit of 
an understatement as both Mrs Cole and Mrs Kirk left the school for pastures new at the 
end of last year so Mrs Grant and I have been working hard to get on top of everything. I 
would like to thank all of the parents, pupils, teachers and governors of the school as 
well as the community for making me feel so welcome and being patient with me.  
I have been teaching for more than 25 years and as long as I can remember I always 
knew that I wanted to be a teacher. Hours spent instructing my long suffering younger 
brother and friends to copy writing I put on a small blackboard reinforced this; needless 
to say my brother decided, also at a young age, that he did not want to be a teacher.  
Before I moved to my new position at Ashton I was Senior Teacher in a village school in 
Gloucestershire where I had a class of Year 5 and 6 pupils. I am passionate about the 
importance and value of village schools, which I believe offer the best possible start for 
children where each pupil is known and encouraged to reach their potential.  
I live in Bishops Cleeve just outside Cheltenham with my husband, son and daughter. My 
husband has always lived locally and after completing his degree moved back to the  
area. My son is currently at University studying Physical Geography and spends his 
spare time climbing and surfing. My daughter is studying for her GCSEs and despite my 
best efforts is adamant that she would also like to go into teaching. In my free time I love 
to go walking and when I have time to relax I listen to podcasts on my iPod as well as 
reading.  
I look forward to meeting more members of the community as we progress through the 
school year.  

                         Alison Peacey 

News from Ashton-Under-Hill First School       
  
We started this term with a celebration of the Paralympics, with all of our 
pupils having the opportunity to try some different sports. This was so 
successful that we are hoping that it will become an annual event.  We 
also celebrated Harvest Festival in St Barbaraôs Church, with a theme of 
The Colours of Harvest, each class performing an excellent piece: from a 
lively song to poems and a thought provoking play.  
 

At the start of October pupils in Years Two and Three went on their residential trip to 
Malvern and had a fantastic adventure, climbing, going on a zip-wire and tackling a rope 
course. For many of the children it was their first time staying away from home for a night 
and they really enjoyed the experience. The pupils in Years One and Two meanwhile 
went on a magical journey around the village collecting items to make a magical potion. 
Later this term all of the Junior pupils will be going to Birmingham Museum as part of 
their work on The Egyptians.  
 
We are now looking forward to the Christmas season and are 

preparing shoeboxes to send with T4U to children who are 

unlikely to have any presents this year. If you have a shoe 

box you would like to add to our collection please bring it into 

the school by Monday 14th November as we will be taking 

them to the warehouse to be packed.  
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News from Ashton under Hill 
 Harvest Funds for FOAG 
We are happy to report that Ã177.50, including Gift Aid, was raised at the Harvest  
Festival service in St Barbaraôs Church, Ashton, on 2nd October, for the work of the  
local charity, Farmers Overseas Action Group.  

You can read more about FOAG on the next page. 
 

Royal British Legion Remembrance Sunday Service - Sunday 13th November  
at 10.45 am at St Barbaraôs Church, Ashton under Hill 

 
Please note that the Royal British Legion Remembrance Sunday  
Service will be held at St Barbaraôs Church, Ashton, and not  
St Nicholasô Church, Kemerton, as previously scheduled. The  
collection will be for the Royal British Legion. Wreaths will be laid at 
the War Memorial at the end of the service. 

 
United Parish Service on Advent Sunday, 27th November 

and collection for Save the Children 
The United Parish Communion Service on Sunday 27th November will be held in  
St Barbaraôs Church, Ashton, at 10.00 am. The collection will be for the work of Save the 
Children with victims of Hurricane Matthew in the Caribbean; this will be added to the 
bucket collection in St Barbaraôs during October and November. 

Everyone is warmly welcome at this service, and to stay  
for coffee and a chat afterwards. 

 

Christmas is coming to Ashton! 
 

Christmas Fair - Saturday 19th November 

Please come to a Christmas Fair for St Barbaraôs Church 
and St Richardôs Hospice on the afternoon of Saturday  
19th November at The Village Hall, Elmley Road, Ashton, 
from 2.00 to 4.00 pm. This is the ideal opportunity to buy your 
Hospice Christmas cards, calendars and diaries, original gifts 
and crafts, cakes and preserves, second hand books, as well as 
a super raffle, tombola and lots of other goodies, plus seasonal refreshments. 

Not to be missed!! 
Contributions to stalls and raffle will be most welcome: we would be delighted to hear from 
you. For any further information, please contact Alex and John Dodge at The Old  
Farmhouse, Elmley Road, telephone 01386 881487. 
 

All proceeds shared between St Richardôs Hospice &St Barbaraôs Church 
Admission Ã2 to include refreshments - children free 

 
   The Posada - An Advent Journey 
 
The ñPosadaò is a travelling Nativity which goes from house to house 
in Ashton during Advent, now in its eleventh year!  The Posada will be 
blessed in the service at St Barbaraôs Church on Advent Sunday 
27th November at 10.00 am and begin its journey. It spends one night 
with each participating household, reaching journeyôs end on  

Christmas Eve when it returns to St Barbaraôs for the Crib Service at 3.30 pm. 
Would your family like to take part and receive the Nativity into your home this  
Christmas? If so, please ask Alex Dodge (881487) to put your names on the list and let us 
have your address and telephone number and your e-mail address. Places are limited, so 
donôt delay if you would like to welcome the Posada into your home this Advent. 
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Christingle Service and Messy Church in Ashton 
 
There will be a Christingle Service on Sunday 4th December at 3.30 
pm in St Barbaraôs Church to which everyone is warmly welcome,  
especially all families and children. On Saturday 3rd December from 
2.30 ï 4.00 pm children and parents will be welcome to join in a 
Christingle Messy Church Session and Christingle Making ï tea and 
cake provided!  Please come along to The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road,  
Ashton at 2.30 pm. If you would like to know more, please contact Alex on 881487. 

The collection at the Christingle service will go to the Childrenôs Society 
 

 
Ashton Celebration of Christmas 

 
This ever popular traditional Celebration of Christmas in words and  
music will take place on Wednesday 14th December at 6.30 pm in  
St Barbaraôs Church, followed by mulled wine and mince pies. The 
Ashton Singers are already rehearsing and Ashton First School will be 
taking part. There will be a collection for the local charity, Caring 
Hands in the Vale. If you would like to take part and help to make it a  
memorable evening by reading, singing or playing music, please  

contact John or Alex Dodge on 881487. 
 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL - FARMERS OVERSEAS ACTION GROUP: www.foag.org  
 
FOAG is a small, local charity that has been working in Uganda since 1981 providing 
financial assistance to agricultural projects, funding for operations for disabled children 
and for secondary education. Run by a small group of volunteers the money we raise is 
sent directly to fund the projects. 

 
Every Christmas FOAG has a Christmas Appeal and 
this year it is for children with disabilities who require life
-changing operations who come from Budaka,  
St. Francis and Butiru Cheshire Homes located in  
Eastern Uganda. 
Muyama Kadija came to the Butiru Cheshire Home with 
'knocked knees'. Thanks to our FOAG donations,  
Muyama has had corrective surgery and an external  
fixation. She is doing well and will hopefully not need 
further surgery. 
So far in 2016, FOAG has been able to provide funding 
for 10 children to have surgery to club feet, knocked 
knees and post burn contractures. 

Every year parents and children come to these Cheshire homes asking for help. 
 
We would be most grateful if you could help us with any contribution that you might like 
to give to enable children to walk properly without pain and discomfort. 

If you would like to donate you can do so at:  
https://www.justgiving.com/FOAG/Donate 

or cheques can be made out to FOAG and sent to The Treasurer:  
Jan McConville, 9 Carver Gardens, Stourbridge, DY8 2TQ.  
Please write Christmas Appeal on the back of the cheque. 

     With many thanks. 
     Jane Sturdy on behalf of FOAG; janesturdy@googlemail.com 

http://www.foag.org
https://www.justgiving.com/FOAG/Donate
mailto:janesturdy@googlemail.com
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News From Teddington and Alstone 

November Services in The Chapelries 
  November 6th: 9:30am,  Alstone - Holy Communion with Richard 
     November 13th: 10:30am,  Teddington - Chapelries Remembrance  

Service with Roger. We do hope youôll join us for this simple service 
of remembrance for the fallen of all wars.  
 

From the Alstone registers : 
The Memorial service for the life of Michael Craven-Jones of Alstone was held in  
St. Margaretsôs church on Wednesday July 17th at 1.30pm followed by burial in the 
churchyard. 
A service of thanksgiving for the life of Norman Thompson of Alstone was held in  
St. Margaretôs church on Friday September 16th at 11.30am. 
 
Michael Craven-Jones 
Angela, Annabelle, Camilla and family would like to thank all their friends and  
neighbours for the kindness, words of sympathy and support shown to them during their 
recent sad time. 
Also, many thanks to the Reverend Canon Chris Worsley for conducting Michaelôs  
funeral with such a sympathetic approach. It was much appreciated. 
 
 
 

Do come and meet with villagers and friends at our 
Christmas Get Together & Coffee Morning  

Saturday, 19th November from 10.30am ï 12.30 at Teddington Village Hall  
 

Cake & Produce, Bring and Buy and Festive Fare stalls, Raffle and Tombola 
Entry Ã2.50 to include coffee or tea with mince pie or cake            

                                
If you can offer any contributions of cakes, mince pies, 
produce and other items suitable for the stalls please 
bring them on the morning. We would also be grateful 
for any donations for the Raffle and Tombola prizes 
(bottles, tins, unwanted gifts & other fun items for both 
adults and children): if possible, could these items be 
given to Kieran (620763) or Anne (620351) by  

    Thursday 17th November or we will collect them from you. 

In support of Teddington and Alstone churches   . 

 

 
     Calling All Carol Singers 

Itôs almost Christmas and once again we hope to sing carols 
around Alstone in aid of the Childrensô Society.  Please get in 
touch with Anne Kyle (01242 620351) if you are interested, so that 
we can arrange a suitable date for everyone in December.   

 

Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be holding their next  
meeting on Tuesday, 15th November at 7.30pm in the village hall.  
This meeting will also include Budget planning. All welcome. 
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TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL Seniorsô Club (50+) 
Wednesday 9th November, 2:30pmï 4.30pm 

      Entrance Fee Ã3.00  
Includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake  
plus all participation activities for  
those wishing to take part 

Family and friends most welcome. 
 

 For more information call Sue on 01242 620264  
                    or email susancarter57@btinternet.com 

 

Teddington Quiz Night 
Yes itôs that time again! 
Saturday 26th November, from 7.30 pm onwards at Teddington Village Hall 
 
Teams of 4, cost: Ã7 per person, to include a ploughmanôs  
bap halfway through the evening. Please bring your own drinks and 
any raffle prizes will be gratefully received on the night. 
 
To book a team phone (after 6pm) Anne & Phil Clark on 621167 
  

Tewkesbury Choral Society     
www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk 

SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER - 7.30pm Tewkesbury Abbey 
Tewkesbury Choral Society conducted by John Holloway 

 Soloists: Alexandra Stevenson (soprano)  Janet Shell (mezzo-soprano)  
James Atherton (tenor) Edmund Danon (bass) 

 David Whitehead (piano) Hayley Waddell (harmonium) 
 

Rossini Petite Messe Solennelle 
 

Tickets Ã15 from Society members, Tewkesbury Abbey, 
Roses Theatre  01684 295074  www.rosestheatre.org.uk,  

the Abbey shop, or on the door.    

AUTUMN MELODIES 
      Saturday  November 19th at 7:30pm 

 
 Cotswold Male Voice Choir  with  
Abertillery Ladies Orpheus Choir 

    at 
    Watson Hall, Tewkesbury 

                       
Supporting Friends of  

                       Tewkesbury Hospital 
 

            Tickets Ã10 from Roger Palmer 01386 881746,  
    members of the choir or at the door. 

mailto:susancarter57@btinternet.com
http://www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk
http://www.rosestheatre.org.uk
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News from Beckford 
 Beckford Harvest Festival 
 
It was a truly delightful, traditional Harvest Festival in Beckford 
church on 9th October when a good-sized congregation gathered 
ï the numbers were nearly 50% up this year ï to celebrate the 
bounty of the countryside.  Surrounded by a multitude of lovely 
flower displays and evidence of the productivity of local vegetable 
patches, we enjoyed the favourite hymns of the season and  
reflected on Matthew's eloquent sermon on the subject of  
gratitude and thanksgiving. 
Following the service we also enjoyed Jane and Mark's hospitality 
as we mingled for refreshments and a happy social time in the festive environment.  A 
day later seven boxes of fruit, vegetables and store cupboard items ï along with  
pumpkins and marrows that scorned confinement in such cartons! - were packed up and 
taken to the St Vincent and St George Centre in Cheltenham where they were gratefully 
received.  Many thanks to all those who decorated the church so well, those who gener-
ously donated produce and all those who came along for a joyful evening. 
 
Beckford Churchyard 
 
Once again a volunteer working in the churchyard has sustained cuts from encountering 
broken glass.  Which leads us to repeat the request that breakable containers ï  
especially glass ï must never be used in the churchyard to hold flowers.  Please 
use only unbreakable vases in the interests of safety.  Vessels posing a hazard will be 
removed whenever detected. 
 
Beckford Coffee Mornings - Past and Future 

  

We're delighted to report that our coffee morning on 30th September, 
which was allied to the national Macmillan Support  "Biggest Coffee 
Morning" series, raised the amazing sum of Ã186.70 - more than  
twice the previous record for these events.  It was good to receive 
such backing not only from  Beckford but also from other villages within the Beckford 
Group when many people came together for a particularly enjoyable morning and it was 
"full house" from the start.  We're grateful too, to those members of the Beckford WI 
who generously supplied delicious cakes to augment our usual range thereby offering 
an extended selection to our extra numbers.   
A team effort produced wonderful results. 
  
Now, looking ahead, we shall again hope to welcome you all to the next coffee morning 
-  on Friday, 25th November - when once again there'll be the chance to spend a  
happy time with local - and not so local - friends over a cup of coffee, or tea, and a  
selection of homemade cakes.  As always, we'll be open from 10.30am - 12 noon.   
Donations of Ã2 will be invited - in aid of church funds this month.   
If you made a special effort to attend the Macmillan morning, why not repeat the  
experience and join us once again on 25th November?  You know it makes sense! 

Beckford United Charities 
 

The Beckford United Charities is a small fund which was established over 300 
years ago to assist residents of Beckford and Little Beckford who are in  
financial need. Applications to receive a grant from this fund are invited and 
can be made to Canon Matthew Baynes, The Rectory, Bredon, Tewkesbury, 
GLOS GL20 7LT or by email;  mbaynes@toucansurf.com  

mailto:mbaynes@toucansurf.com
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BECKFORD W.I.  
 

 
 

There is a working party to do some work at the Nature  
Reserve on Saturday 26th November 9.00-11.00 am.  

 
Meet at the New Hide by Ashton Road entrance. All are welcome.  
There will be notices around the village to remind people and  

further details on the website. 

1st Ashton Under Hill Guides Jumble Sale 
Saturday 12th November, 1:30 - 3:30pm at Ashton Village Hall. 

 
Any jumble would be appreciated, to be dropped off at the village hall on the morning of 
the 12th November. 
 
1st Ashton Under Hill guides is a group of 10-14 year old girl guides which meet every 
week and participate in a range of fun and varied activities. 

 
The girls work in small groups and are encouraged to develop 
the program based around their interests. 
 
Some of the more recent activities include; canoeing, campfires, 
outdoor cooking, abseiling, night trails, sleeping in hammocks 
under the stars as well as giving service at local community 
events, taking part in first aid training and disability awareness. 
 
The girls can work towards a range of badges as well as  

developing communication, team working, leadership and life skills. Residential trips are 
always a highlight of our programme. 
 


