
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep	in	touch	with	village	life	at	www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk	and	on	www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil	

On	behalf	of	all	readers	of	the	Ashton	
News,	we	would	like	to	say	a	big	
thank	you	to	the	outgoing	editing	
team,	Brian	Stephens	and	Rosemary	
Halliday.	They	have	done	an	amazing	
job	for	many	years,	and	will	be	
missed.	New	editor	is	Karen	Rowley,	
with	support	from	Laurence	
Alexander	and	Penny	Scotland	plus	a	
loyal	delivery	team.	Please	contact	
Karen	on	882466	or	
karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk	if	you	
would	like	an	article	or	comment	to	
appear	in	the	next	edition	in	
November.	

Spring 2016 

Ashton	Open	Gardens	to	
celebrate	the	Queen’s	

90th	birthday	
The nation will be celebrating the 
90th birthday of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II in June, and 
Ashton Open Gardens will echo 
that theme with a fascinating 
exhibition of photographs and 
documents in St Barbara’s, as 
well as some colourful displays in 
the gardens themselves. (More 
on Open Gardens on P9) 

 

Ashton’s popular village fete, held every two years, 
will take place on Saturday 3rd September. 

Fete organisers hope to replicate the very successful 
2014 event with stalls, raffle, café, bar, music, arena 
events and plenty of other attractions. Some new top 
secret attractions are being planned! 

The always fiercely competitive Produce Show will be 
one of the main attractions, so residents should start 
growing (or baking!) their potentially prize winning 
entries! As usual there will also be several other 
categories, including a new one for children’s 
photography. 

The fete needs many volunteers to run it, so if you 
could run a stall, help serve refreshments, source 
raffle prizes etc, please contact Andy Cooke on 
881715. 

Fete theme ideas welcome! 
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March 21st. We have just passed the 
Vernal Equinox when days are as long as 
the nights. Spring has arrived! It is the 
warmest day of the year so far, 
daffodils and primroses are in full bloom 
along our village verges. In Ashton Wood 
the first bluebells are just breaking bud 
and chiffchaffs are singing their heraldic 
spring song from their perches amongst 
the white blossom of the blackthorn. 
Lambs are gambolling in the pastures by 
the playing fields and hedgerows are 
springing into life.  

On the Dwarf Sedum things are rapidly 
drying up and so the irrigation sprinklers 
are working hard drawing water from 
the Moat’s supply.  There is frenetic 
activity in the arable fields as the 
ground is cultivated and Spring Beans 
are being sown. The crops of Winter 
Wheat and Oilseed Rape sown last 
autumn have already received their first 
feed of nitrogen to encourage their 
growth. Spring Linseed will be sown into 
the remainder of the fields in mid April 
when the soil should be a little warmer; 
I always enjoy the blue haze of its 
blossom later in the summer. 

Charles Archer 

  

NEWS FROM THE FARM 

Friends and Neighbours 
Starting again soon! 

Come and join us for tea, biscuits and a chat every last Tuesday of the month starting 
Tuesday 26th April at 2pm to about 3pm (in time to pick children up from school) in  
the Chapel Hall. 
 
Each month there will be a speaker or an item of interest. The topic for April will be  
flower arranging. For more information call Margaret on 881862. 

Ashton Footpath Volunteer 
Team Report 

The team (better known as the Chain 
Gang!) have been busy this year.  Amongst 
other projects, they have installed a dog 
gate and made improvements to the stile 
into the gorse field on the lane to Ashton 
Woods. Last year they installed a kissing 
gate on the Wychavon Way on Little Hill. 
Charles Archer recently supplied the stone 
and filled in the area under the gate. This is 
often a huge deep puddle that has given 
walkers and runners very wet feet! Thank 
you, Charles. 

 

 

 

 

 

The footpath team is led by John Kenrick. 
They meet on the second Saturday of every 
month. As well as some healthy exercise, 
there is always good banter, hot coffee and 
chocolate biscuits, so if you are interested 
in joining the team (even for just a few 
gatherings over the year) you will be made 
very welcome. For further details, or 
simply to report a problem with any of our 
footpaths, please email: 
ashton.path.wardens@gmail.com. 

Do you have any unwanted wooden 
sleepers that the team could use for 
repairs?  If so please call John Kenrick on 
881431. 
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Ashton 88 Football Club 
Over the past few months a number of 
league games have been postponed due to 
poor weather conditions. When games have 
been played the team have experienced 
mixed performances. The team currently lie 
in 7th place in the Evesham Sunday League 
Division 3 but will be hoping for a strong 
finish to their league campaign to build on 
the 7 points gained from the past three 
league games. Current top goal scorers for 
Ashton 88 are: Chris White (9), Kieran 
James (7), Graham Begley (4), Adam 
Jenkins (4) and Jack Fisher (3).  

On Sunday 20th March the team travelled to 
Badsey to play Pebworth in the Semi-Final 
of the Evesham Sunday League Bluck Cup. 
After an impressive 4-2 win over Ambi 
Allsports to reach the Semi-Final the team's 
cup run came to a disappointing end, losing 
2-0 to an experienced side. The team will try 
again for cup success as they wait for the 
Evesham Hospital Cup Quarter Final draw 
to be made very soon.  The club meet on 
Sunday mornings during the winter months. 
Contact Graham on 07725 909808 for more 
details. 

 

I am really excited and proud to announce 
that 'Little Big Learners' will be working 
closely with Ashton-under-Hill First 
School, and the two other providers in the 
village, to provide After School Child Care 
between the hours of 3pm and 6pm (which 
includes school pick-ups). We additionally 
provide a Private Tuition Service and are 
currently looking at the potential of 
providing provision through school 
holidays for the village and surrounding 
communities. 
 
The After School Child Care Provision will 
be located at The Cricket Pavilion at The 
Playing Fields and will commence from 
Monday 11th April 2016 (Full day due to a 
school TE Day). In order to request a 
place at Little Big Learners you will be 
required to complete a Booking Form for 
Summer Term 1. An Application Form and 
Collection Permission Form will also need 
to be completed before any child can 
attend Little Big Learners. These forms 
are available to download from our 
website or can be obtained from the 
office at Ashton under Hill First School. 
For more information, please visit our 
website below. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions about 
the services we provide. 
 
Graham Begley. 
www.littlebiglearners.com 
Mobile: 07725 909808 
littlebiglearners@gmail.com 
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ASHTON	CRICKET	CLUB
We	are	looking	forward	to	another	new	season	at	Ashton	Cricket	Club.	Adult	fixtures	

start	in	the	middle	of	April	with	the	League	programme	kicking	off	on	Saturday	7th	

May.	There	will	also	be	plenty	going	on	for	juniors	again	this	year.	Junior	practice	starts	

on	Friday	22nd	April	(6pm	for	school	years	2	-5	followed	by	school	years	6	–	10	from	

7pm).		

Club	to	host	festival		

We	have	entered	junior	teams	in	under	13	&	under	15	league	competitions	and	will	also	be	trying	

something	new	by	having	a	team	take	part	in	a	number	of	Under	Nine	festivals,	one	of	which	will	be	hosted	

at	Ashton	on	Sunday	3rd	July.	

New	players	needed	

We	are	always	looking	for	new	junior	and	adult	players	so	if	you	are	interested,	please	get	in	touch	with	

David	Whitehouse	on	01386	424393	or	come	down	to	the	Pavilion	on	a	Friday	evening	or	weekend	

afternoon.		

New	Season	Social	Event	

We	will	be	holding	a	season	opening	social	event	on	the	evening	of	Saturday	30th	April	where	we	will	take	

the	opportunity	to	mark	the	opening	of	the	new	improved	facilities,	which	were	completed	during	2015.	

Look	out	for	more	details	nearer	to	the	time.

	

Next production  
‘Graffiti Classics in Concert’ 

Saturday 23rd April 7.30pm 
 

‘A comedy cabaret of exquisitely good music 
from a sensational, all-singing, all-dancing, 
string quartet. With virtuosic talent, cheek 
and wit, this is top-class entertainment to 

make you smile.’ 
 
Bring your own drinks, nibbles provided  

Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from 
Sami or Tracey on 881225 or 882535.  
 

Our village now has a facebook page, set up by the Parish Council for village use. Any 
information about the village can be posted here apart from advertising. Why not have a 
look? You don’t have to be a facebook user to do so. The address is: 
www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil. You can email 
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com if you would like to post anything (unless you are already a 
facebook user). Recent posts include archive film footage of Ashton celebrating the Queen’s 
coronation and her Silver Jubilee. It is fascinating! 
 
 
 

**Don’t forget we also have a very useful village website: www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk** 
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Ashton Juniors Football Club 
Ashton Junior Players Wanted! 

Ashton Juniors have continued training through the winter on Saturday mornings at the playing 
fields in the village. On Thursday 14th April training will resume and take place every 
Thursday instead of Saturdays. It will begin at 6pm and finish at 7pm.  Anyone interested 
in joining the club should contact Graham on 07725 909808 as we would love to see more 
children join. The club is open to boys and girls aged 5 - 10. Sessions cost £2 per child for 
each session.  

          

On Saturday 17th November 2015 ten of the junior team competed in their first friendly 
match for Ashton Juniors F.C. On a particularly cold morning the team made the trip to 
Cropthorne to play an experienced Sheppey Swifts team. For 30 minutes the side showed 
great character and determination, restricting the opposition to a slender two goal lead. With 
10 minutes to go the team conceded a third and finally submitted to Sheppey's pressure by 
finishing the game as a 7-0 loss. The young players should be very proud of their achievement 
in their very first game and look forward to further games during 2016. Man of the Match for 
Ashton was awarded to our goalkeeper, Oliver Cresswell. 

 

 

 

Ashton Juniors Football Club extra 
We are really lucky to have been 
sponsored by Proweld Evesham who 
purchased a brand new kit for the 
junior team. 

Evesham and District Mental Health Support Services 
Is a registered and independent mental health charity 
whose aim is to advance the views, needs and ambitions 
of people who have mental health challenges.  Members 
come from all walks of life; ages range from 18-70. The 
charity provides them with friendship, activities, arts & 
crafts & day trips. Services include a Welcome Club, 
Dementia support group and various therapies such as 
counselling and massage.  For more information call Sally 
Padfield on 01386 429454 (also see the Parish Council 
facebook and village website). 
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Every year, Ashton Under Hill’s Run Around Supper gets bigger and better! 
Now in its 7th year, this event is a regular on the calendar as a fun evening of getting to 
know new people and catching up with familiar faces. The format of the evening is: 

! 7.30pm: Meet at the village hall for your complementary welcome drink(s) and find 
out where you are going for your starter and main courses 

! 7.45pm: Make your way to the house where you are having your starter 
! 8.30pm: It’s time for your main course with a new set of people at a different 

house 
! 10pm: It’s back to the village hall for puddings, drinks, the raffle and general 

merriment! 
 
Just £20 per person or free to hosts.  All proceeds go to Ashton Under Hill First 
School. 
We would love to see you at this year’s Run Around Supper. Contact Claire Vincent-Kirke 
on 07715 698999 or claire.vincent@hotmail.co.uk for tickets or more information. 
We would also be very grateful to receive any raffle prizes! These can be in the form of 
‘promises’ such as a homemade cake or evening of babysitting, or any unwanted gifts, 
wine, chocs etc. Please let Claire know if you are able to donate anything. 
	

OFSTED registered for children from two to five 
years (with childcare funding available for all 
three and four year olds; also for two year olds 
where applicable)  
We aim to deliver the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Curriculum in a happy, secure and fun 
atmosphere.  
Our day-to-day practice is inspired by the 
Reggio Emilia approach; children are 
encouraged to express themselves freely 
through an extensive range of arts & craft 
activities together with enjoying an exciting 
multi-sensory environment.   
 

Term time on 
MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, 

WEDNESDAYS & THURSDAYS 
from 9 am to 3 pm 
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As I write this, the sun is shining on a 
very frosty scene - something we have 
hardly seen all winter. So much rain 
means the ground is still very soggy in 
places. We had visitors to the caravan 
site for Christmas - brave souls, they 
seemed to have a good time despite the 
rain! 

You may have noticed we have planted 100 
trees in the field below the nursery, and 
hope to add to the collection. The species 
include oak, sweet chestnut, beech, rowan, 
silver birch, hazel and willow. Some we 
are planning to use as fuel but we have 
always wanted to have a little woodland.  

I have been asked several times over the 
winter if I am enjoying a holiday/rest, if 
only that were true. There is a lot of 
work to be going on with even when we 
are shut. The bare root plants start to be 
delivered during November. This continues 
till March by which time the bedding 
plugs arrive. Seeds need to be sown from 
January onwards.  

Greenhouses need to be cleared out pots 
cleaned and repairs carried out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As if we don’t have enough to do we are 
redesigning the garden, putting in a pond 
and creating a rose border. We are also 
putting in a hedge around the garden, 
mainly prickly plants to help keep the 
escapologist dog in!  

We have expanded the range of perennials 
stocked and have a fantastic collection of 
roses including some from Peter Beales. If 
there are ever any perennial plants you 
would like to see us stock, please let us 
know as we are always open to 
suggestions and can usually get specific 
plants from suppliers. 

Hard work is something we embrace and 
there is certainly a lot still to be done, 
but when we look at what we have 
achieved it is worth it! We live in a 
beautiful setting in a picturesque village 
and consider ourselves very lucky. If you 
have not visited us for a while why not 
come and see what we have to offer. 

Jackie Locke Tel 881884 
railsendnursery@gmail.com 

 

 

Ashton’s Annual Asparagus Supper  
Saturday 21st May 

Ashton	Social	Centre	once	again	invites	you	to	celebrate	the	wonderful	and	renowned	Vale	of	

Evesham	asparagus	with	a	four	course	feast	at	the	Village	Hall.		

Asparagus	will	feature	in	either	or	both	the	starter	and	main	course.	Dessert	will	be	strawberries	and	

cream	and	if	you	have	any	room,	there	will	be	cheese	and	biscuits	to	follow.		

All	this	for	only	£15	per	person!	

Bring	your	own	drinks.	For	more	information,	call	Doreen	on	881656	
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ASHTON UNDER HILL FIRST SCHOOL 
At Ashton we have high expectations of the pupils and 
aim to make learning as meaningful as possible, 
giving the pupils lots of first hand experiences. You 
may recall in our last article that our older pupils 
had been learning about the Second World War and had 
enjoyed an amazing day on the Gloucestershire and  
Warwickshire Steam Railway, dressing up as evacuees. 

We decided 
to build on 
these experiences and Miss 
New, the Year 4/5 Class 
Teacher, wrote a play entitled 
“An Evacuee’s Tale” which the 
whole school performed to 
packed audiences. It was a 
very moving production and I 
think will stay in the memory 
of everyone for a long time. 
There is a clip on our website 

www.ashton.worcs.sch.uk which will give you a little flavour of the 
play – just go to the pupils section and click on memories. 

We were also delighted to participate 
in a music workshop at Symphony Hall 
in Birmingham. We were the only school 
to perform a solo and the children 
rose to the occasion magnificently. We 
are looking forward to celebrating the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday next term and to 
this end we participated in the “Clean 
for the Queen” campaign and did a 
litter pick around our school grounds 
and parts of the village.  

“Normal” lessons have been exciting too with a space theme for the 
younger children and a focus on rivers for the older ones. At the end 
of term we shall be attending an Easter Service led by Revd Richard 
Worsley at St Barbara’s Church, returning to school for a coffee 
morning for grown-ups and Easter Egg Hunt for the children. We shall 
also take this opportunity to say a sad and fond farewell to Mrs 
Denise Organ, who has been part of the school family for a very long 
time, firstly as a parent and subsequently as a Teaching Assistant and 
we thank her for all that she has done for our school. She will be 
greatly missed. May I also record how sorry we are to see Brian and 
Dianne Stephens leave the village, as they have helped us so much as a 
school to work with our community. But Easter is a time for new 
beginnings and so we wish them well in their new ventures. 
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Ashton under Hill Open Gardens 
Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 June 2016 

1.00pm to 6.00pm 
www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk 

 

Ashton Open Gardens will soon be upon us! This 
year there will be 29 varied and colourful village 
gardens to see, some of which haven’t been 
open before – a near record number in our 39th 
year.  

Refreshments will be available as usual: 
ploughman’s lunches and cream teas in the all-
weather marquee at The Old Post House 
(midday to 5.45pm), rolls, teas and cakes in the 
Village Hall courtesy of Ashton WI, teas at the 
Free Church Hall and ice creams at Hollymount. 
The Star will be open all afternoon on both days. 
There will be high quality plants for sale outside 
the Village Hall again this year, as well as stalls 
indoors with local crafts.  

 
Ashton Open Gardens raises funds for our 
community, so everyone benefits. It’s also a 
unique opportunity to share our beautiful village 
with the many garden enthusiasts who visit us 
from all over the UK, and often from other 
countries – we’ve already had one enquiry from 
Germany!  For such an important occasion to be 
a success, we need the generous support of a  

host of volunteers in Ashton, so John Kenrick 
881431 would be pleased to hear from you if you 
can help in any way. If you can spare an hour or 
two of your time to help with teas and 
refreshments, plant sales, selling tickets, car 
parking or directing traffic, it would be very much 
appreciated. 
 
If you can help promote the event, perhaps by 
displaying a poster in your office or workplace, 
please get in touch with Alex Dodge 881487. 
The entry fee of £5 for adults, under 16s free 
remains the same as in recent years. Visitors 
also receive an illustrated programme including a 
plan of the village and garden descriptions, and 
all car and pre-booked coach parking is free. As 
well as being a great day out, Ashton under Hill 
Open Gardens is also great value! 

Profits from Open Gardens help cover the cost of 
repairs and maintenance of St Barbara’s Church, 
which receives no funding other than from fees, 
bequests and voluntary donations. Open 
Gardens also supports the Community Centre, 
which maintains the Village Hall, Green Room 
and facilities at the Playing Fields. Last year 
Ashton WI, Ashton Guides, the Gardening Club 
at Bredon Hill Middle School and Ashton First 
School also benefited.  

 
Open Gardens is a truly community event, for the 
benefit of Ashton. We are always very grateful for 
your help, enthusiasm and patience in presenting 
our village to the wider world. Please join in, and 
also encourage your friends and family to come 
along and support the event.
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ASHTON WI CELEBRATES 75th 
ANNIVERSARY! 

Ashton under Hill WI has been 
celebrating another special year - our 
75th. Our branch was founded in 
February 1941 in war- time, and took 
part in the canning and jam making 
for the war effort. Thirty-seven 
current members and friends 
gathered in the Village Hall to enjoy a 
celebration party marking the 
occasion. It was a chance to bring out 
the photo albums and scrapbooks 
from the 1990s and to display the 
beautiful mural, a wall hanging 
designed for the Golden Jubilee and made by the members. Marion Nelson is collecting 
information from 1980 to the present day for the entry in the Worcestershire County 
Book, so she hoped members would be inspired to come forward with any special 
highlights from the recent past which they would like to see included.  

We were sorry to say goodbye to Dianne Stephens who has been Secretary, lunch club 
and catering co-ordinator amongst many invaluable roles she has taken on for WI. Marjy 
presented her with a rose for her new garden in Cheshire called ‘Champagne Moments’ 
and a card signed by us all. 

The evening continued with entertainment from Margaret Satchell and Doreen Cope 
who performed a hilarious sketch on the lines of ‘Antiques Roadshow’. This was 
followed by the ‘Mums Aloud’ choir from Elmley Castle who sang a selection of songs. 
Chris Powell thanked conductor Jenny Newberry and the choir for coming and singing 
so beautifully.  

Lastly, Joan Richmond and Marjy Facer had 
found a recording, made 14 years ago, of the 
‘Ashton Calendar Girls’, which brought the 
house down. The ‘girls’ had looked very good in 
their costumes and strategically placed 
sunflowers. 

The evening concluded with a toast and a piece 
of delicious chocolate orange cake made by 
Ruth Clarkson. The ceremonial cutting of the 
cake was performed by the oldest and youngest 

members present, Norma Shead and Linda Richardson. 

Ashton WI meets on the first Tuesday in the month at Ashton Village Hall and new 
members are always welcome.  Judith Hunter 



Ashton News 11 

News from St Barbara’s Church 
 

Celebrating the 400th anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare 
on Sunday 17 April at 11.00am 

You will be very welcome to come and celebrate the life of the Bard of Avon 
in our Village Worship service.  Refreshments will be served afterwards. 

 
Spring Cleaning at St Barbara’s – A date for your diaries 

Saturday 7 May from 9.30am to 12 noon 
Many Hands Make Light Work! 

 
We would be very glad to welcome helpers at the Annual Church Spring Clean on Saturday 7 

May. 
Please come if you can spare an hour or two to bring a sparkle to your village church. 

For further information please call Judith Hunter on 882087 or Alex Dodge on 881487. 
 

Refreshments and cleaning materials will be provided 
 

St Barbara’s Annual Service of Thanksgiving, Ashton 
Sunday 18 May at 11.00am 

 
This is the occasion on which we give thanks to and for everyone who supports the life, work and 

worship of St Barbara’s Church throughout the year and all will be warmly welcome. 
This year we will be giving especial thanks for 150 years of Lay Reader Ministry, and in particular 

for John Dodge’s 55 years as a Lay Reader – quite an achievement! 
Please put the date in your diaries now and celebrate with us and stay for a glass of wine after 

the service. 
 

Ashton Open Gardens Songs of Praise 
Sunday 12 June at 6.30pm 

 
In this year’s service rounding off the Ashton Open Gardens weekend we will be celebrating the 
90th Birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth II.  Please come and join in the celebration of her life, and 
take the opportunity to look at the exhibition of photographs and memorabilia, as well as the 

beautiful floral displays by our talented team of flower arrangers. 
 

Lent Lunch for St Richard’s Hospice 
We have been asked by Tricia Cavell, Director of Fundraising at St Richard’s Hospice, to convey 

her heartfelt thanks for the donations raised at the Lent Lunch on 19 February at The Old 
Farmhouse. The total came to £311, including Gift Aid, which will go towards the invaluable work 

of our local hospice supporting patients and their families in South Worcestershire.

A little mention… 

For the Ashton 
Bellringers, who practice 
every Tuesday evening. 
The bells sounded lovely 
over Easter. Thank you to 
the team! 
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Chairman’s report from the Annual Parish 
Meeting of 15th March 2016 

Your new team 

We have had a busy year, including an election 
and the appointment of three new Councillors to 
the Parish Council. We started the year with 
training and the implementation of mandatory 
policies and procedures for the Parish Council 
that can be seen on the Website and also on the 
newly implemented Facebook page for the Parish 
Council. We have tried to further develop 
streams of communication with more information 
on the Village website and on the Parish Council 
Noticeboard, as well as whole village leaflet 
drops. 

Traffic issues in the village  

The issue of the proposed yellow lines was on the 
Agenda at the last Annual Parish Meeting, and 
this was successfully stopped after a big push 
from the village – thank you for your support. 
The Middle school has implemented staggered 
leaving times for the buses and the bus 
companies have been requested to encourage 
more courteous driving through the village.  

We have requested a 20mph limit in the village. 
Worcestershire are currently piloting this in a 
few villages. However the results seem to 
indicate that this is not successful in reducing 
speeds unless the average speed is already close 
to 20mph. In Ashton this is not the case; average 
speeds have been recorded at 24-29mph in the 
village and 32mph on The Groaten and Beckford 
Road. 1 in 6 drivers are travelling at over 30mph 
on Elmley Rd, over 35mph on Beckford Rd and 
37mph on the Groaten! The final decision will 
not be until March 2017, but we may be able to 
get ’School Time’ 20mph flashing speed limits in 
place next year.  

Defibrillator  

The defibrillator has been installed by the First 
School and 18 people have been trained in its 
use. There is a rota in place with West Mercia 
Ambulance Service, so when you call 999, the 
rota will be triggered and we will automatically 
be called, alongside the Ambulance and the 
Local First Responder.  

New Homes Bonus 

We polled the village for ideas on how to spend 
the current available NHB fund. The top 
responses were a new marquee, new 
benches/picnic table for the park, and a 
container to store the village equipment safely. 
These are underway. There is another tranche of 
money available in the next few months that we 
are hoping to use to support the repair of the 
pathway from the church towards the Memorial.  

Planning Applications 

We have successfully fought against two planning 
applications – the application for 25 houses 
opposite the Middle school, and the application 
for a gypsy site next to Northfield Farm. Again, 
thank you to all of those that took the time to 
reinforce our objections. To support future 
Planning decision making, we have started down 
the path of developing a Neighbourhood Plan. 
This should help to inform decision making at 
Wychavon in line with our thinking. We will be 
looking for input from the village in this plan.  

Precept 

In this year’s budgeting we have made the 
decision to return the precept back to its original 
level. The precept was cut drastically three 
years ago, at the height of the recession, to 
support villagers, as there was money in reserve 
with the Parish Council. We now have to put this 
back in place to allow us to cover the costs in 
the village.  

Casual Vacancy 

We now have a vacancy for another Parish 
Councillor following the resignation of Cllr Frank 
Moore at the end of the January Meeting. If 
anyone is interested in joining us please let us 
know. We would like to extend our thanks to 
Frank Moore for his dedicated support to the 
village during his tenure on the council and being 
such an activist for improvement in the village.   

Sarah Smith 
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Extraordinary Things 
Have you done something out of the ordinary that you would like to 
share with the village?  Have you climbed a mountain, trekked through a 
desert, written a book, taught yourself a new skill, overcome a fear? If 

you would like to write about it and inspire us all, please let the editor know 
(karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk).  Here is the first fascinating article for you to enjoy! 

A Yukon Adventure 

 

 

 

 

On 2nd February 2016, Andy Cooke from 
Grassmere Cottage flew to Fairbanks, 
Alaska in North West Canada. He was lucky 
to be part of a month long adventure that 
few ever have the chance to experience. He 
spent three weeks as a ‘handler’ for his 
brother, Rob, on the Yukon Quest. 

The Yukon Quest (www.yukonquest.com) is 
an annual 1,000 mile sled dog race between 
Fairbanks in Alaska and Whitehorse in the 
Yukon province in Canada. It is one of the 
two ‘Great Races’ in North America, the 
other being the Iditarod.  

In finishing 16th in the Yukon Quest and 
50th (of 78 starters) in the Iditarod in 2015, 
Rob became the first racer ever to 
complete both races in the same year with 
a team of purebred Siberian Huskies and 
thus going down in the record books. In 
February and March 2016 Rob was 
attempting to repeat that feat, to complete 
two 1,000 mile sled dog races in freezing 
conditions.  

The only support the racer receives over 
the ten to twelve days it takes to complete 
the 1000 mile distance is from his handlers. 
Andy went out to handle alongside Siberian 
husky specialist Chris Leyland and, for the 
second half of the race, Rob’s wife, Louise.  

For Andy this was to be the experience of a 
lifetime. As the handlers spend much of  

 

their time outside in temperatures that fall 
as low as -50 centigrade, a whole new 
wardrobe of special clothing for arctic 
conditions was needed, along with special 
boots to stave off the threat of frostbite 
and sleeping bags to protect against 
hyperthermia. The trip was at times hard, 
at times emotional, but always hugely 
rewarding. Andy experienced extreme sleep 
deprivation in the early part of the race; 

relief when his 
brother came 
through a severe 
storm on ‘American 
Summit’ where he 
got snowed in, and 
enjoyed the second 
half of the race and 
the fun of the finish 
and the Awards Ball.  

Andy tried to 
maintain a blog 

throughout the race, despite very limited 
internet access at times. His blog site is 
www.handlernumbertwo.com if you would 
like to know more. 

Oh yes, and around a month later, Rob 
completed the Iditarod too, thus becoming 
the first person to complete both races in 
the same season with a purebred team 
twice!   Andy Cooke 

NEW FEATURE! 
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ASHTON	NEWS:	VILLAGE	CONTACTS	

Tel	No	881466.	Mobile	07976	906653.	Email	karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk 
Activities		 Details	 Name		 Contact	details		
Cricket	Club	 Summer	Saturday	&	Sunday	 Will	Archer	 881756																																will@simplysedum.co.uk 
Cricket	Juniors	 Summer	Thurs.	6-8pm	 David	Whitehouse	 882386														dave.whitehouse@homecall.co.uk	 
Football	Club	 Winter-	Sunday	mornings	 Graham	Begley	 07901	119279																								frankiel@hotmail.com 
Footpath	volunteers	 Working	groups	 John	Kenrick	 881431																								johnkenrick@btinternet.com 
Gardening	Club	 Beckford	V/H	4th	Wed.7:30pm	 Doreen	Brett	 881565																											doreenbrett@homegb.com	 
Guides	 Village	Hall,	Wed.	7-8:30pm	 Ali	Stephenson	 882052		 
Brownies	 Village	Hall,	Wed.	5:45-6:45	 Leonie	Watson	 01386	765420										lwatson1970@btinternet.com	 
Rainbows	 Village	Hall,	Wed	4:30-5:30	 Charlotte	Nicklin	 07714	783545	 

Lunch	Club	 
Chapel	Hall	12	noon	1st	Fri	of	

every	month	 
Joy	Barnett	 881145	 

Friends	and	Neighbours	Last	Tues	in	month,	2-3pm	 Margaret	Darby	 881862																																		ma.darby@icloud.com	

Worcester	2nd	and	4th	Fri	of	

month.	Bishops	Cleeve	1st	and	

3rd	Fri	of	month	 
Andrew	Barnett	 881145	 

Mini	Bus	 

Private	Hire	 Same	as	above	  
Parish	walks	 Summer	evenings	-	Mondays	 Alastair	Humphrey	 881479																						gandahumphrey2hotmail.com 

Playgroup	 
Green	Room:	Mon,Tues,Wed,	

Thu	9-3:00	 
Ruth	Barnett	

Green	Room	 
882014	882289		

Organisations 
First	School	 Headteacher	 Sharon	Cole	 881333																											head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk	 
Middle	School	 Headteacher	 S.	Charlton	 881426																									office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk	 
Free	Church Main	contact	 Andrew	Barnett	 881145																																								topcott@gmail.com	 
Busyfingers,	mums	&	

toddlers	 
Chapel	Hall	Thurs	10-11:30	 Doreen	Cope	 881656																										doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk	 

Coffee	morning	 Chapel	Hall	Weds	10-12	noon	 Joy	Barnett	 881145	 
Chair	 Sarah	Smith	 881070																													sarahttsmith@talk21.com 

Parish	Council	 
Clerk	 Michelle	English	 860502																						ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk	 

ASC	-	Ashton	Social	

Committee	 
Village	Hall	and	playing	fields	 		Ian	Facer 882171 

Priest	in	charge	 
Canon	Matthew	

Baynes	 
01684	772237																mbaynes@toucansurf.com	 

St.	Barbara's	Church	 
Churchwarden Alex	Dodge	 881487																													alexdodge@waitrose.com	 
Chairman	 John	Kenrick	 881431																								johnkenrick@btinternet.com Open	Gardens	(2nd	

weekend	in	June) Marketing	Co-ordinator	 Malcolm	Nelson	 881778							marketing@ashtonopengardens.co.uk	 
Women's	Institute	 Village	Hall	1st	Tues	7:30	 Marjory	Facer	 882171																																		marjyfacer@gmail.com	 
Ashton	Bellringers 	St	Barbara’s	Church	Tues	Eve		 Nick	Hopkins	 881711	

Services 
Ashton	website	 Information	and	events	 Malcolm	Nelson	 881778																																	mkn48@btinternet.com	 

Milk	delivery	 
Mon.Wed.	Fri.	Sat.	

(Cotteswold	Dairy)	 
  

Mobile	library	–	3
rd
	

Monday	in	month	 

10:55	Gorse	Hill	

11:15	Cornfield	Way	

11:35	School	

 01905	822722	

eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk	 

Newspaper	delivery	 Monday	to	Saturday	 Doreen	Cope	 881656	 
 


