Easter 2018
Keep in touch with village life at www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk and on www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil

On a freezing snowy weekend earlier this month, 7 Times Table, the first Ashton
Players production for more than 15 years took place. Both performances were sold out
and both were a resounding success. The play was written by former Ashton Player
actor turned writer & director, Nick Thomas. After the show Nick said, “the show went
on despite the best efforts of the weather and the community made a special effort to
turn out”.
There were some memorable performances from around 30 local residents* including John Kenrick as a grimy monosyllabic miner, and later
as a burly ex boxer bouncer who had received one too many blows to the head. Rebecca Hughes and Meg Archer were spookily brilliant as
two morticians desperate for dead bodies in a very black comedy story. Scarlett Begley was beautifully imperious as the museum curator;
whilst in a touch of role reversal her dad, Graham, beep beeped and revved his way round the hall in his imaginary ‘getaway wheels’ in
‘Surprise Party’. Jenny and Chris Simpson were sublime as the dishevelled and dazed couple blissfully unaware of an alien invasion. Frank
Moore and Jez Taylor were all too convincing as a camp couple in the ‘Viva la Revolution’ story!
The younger actors were amazing; no lines were forgotten (so prompts from stage managers Izaak and Roger Jackson not required!) and the
dance routines (choreographed by Suzie Windscheffel) were faultless. Compere Will Archer almost stole the show with his alter ego
Twerpy the clown, complete with his pet iron-on-a-string, paying excellent homage to the slightly more famous Tweedy of Gifford’s Circus.
Watch out Tweedy.
This review wouldn’t be complete without mentioning all the other behind the scenes team who
really pulled out all the stops with Stacey Locke, Sam Dickens and Nicky Archer in charge of
costumes, props and make up (with not a single blue eyeshadowed eye in sight, but lots of
fluorescent green and skeleton faces!). Lighting, effects & sound were taken care of by
Malcolm Nelson (a former Ashton Player stalwart) and Jessica Thomas. Well known songs had
some very funny substitute lyrics..‘what the world needs now, is death, sweet death’…!!.
Audience soon learnt the lines though and sang and clapped along enthusiastically. Were there
perhaps future Ashton Players lurking in there?
The play was a great combination of drama, comedy and pathos and very professionally
produced by Heather Williamson-Peters, Nick’s other half.
Finally and most importantly, the
performances raised an amazing £750
for the Social Centre, with the Players generously contributing to the expenses for
the production.
So, Ashton Players, what’s next? Nick tells me they are considering a music hall
production at the end of the year. If you’d like to be involved in any way; contact
Nick at nick.thomas@campfiremarketing.co.uk. Would you enjoy it? Just ask a still
buzzing cast or crew member! Editor
*Please see cast list along with more pictures on P18

Merlin’s Bridge
The footpath team
recently completed this
footbridge to be named
Merlin’s Bridge in
honour of popular local
resident Russ Cook,
who sadly died last
year. Read more about
this and the Footpaths
team’s work on P2

CRIME WATCH
Our village and others in the local area have recently
experienced thefts of both cars and house contents. Local
farms have also been targeted. Please be extra vigilant and
if you see anything suspicious, call West Mercia Police on
101. You can also get updates on incidents by going to their
website. There you can either report a crime or find out about
incidents in our area.
Report an Incident
www.westmercia.police.uk/report
Local incidents
www.westmercia.police.uk/article/2200/Pershore-RuralSouth-and-Rural-North
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As I write this I am looking out of the office window at the field
between us and The Groaten. I can spy 12 pheasants and at least 20
partridges. I like to watch them in the fields but not so keen when
they get into the greenhouses. They are all partial to trying to fly
out though a pane of glass, often killing themselves and breaking
the window. They are pretty, but oh so silly!
What’s happening at Rails End?
•
Spring is definitely on its way with catkins on the hazel tree,
snowdrops and crocus flowering. The daffodils will be next.
•
The chickens continue to lay well and keep us, and our
customers happy.
•
By the time you read this, Severn Trent will be doing some
work at the treatment plant at the bottom of our property.
They will be using part of the field to store equipment and car
parking. Please avoid the area (it should be fenced). They will
not be obstructing the footpaths as they are on the other side
of the field.
•
We also hope to have some hedging plants along with some
native trees along the brook line and the track to the
treatment plant. It is our aim to encourage the fauna and
flora of the area. We have been discussing this issue with the
local Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG).
•
The nursery will now be open for the 2018 season (our fifth
already!). Orders will as always be taken for hanging baskets
and planters. We have a lovely new stock of perennials.
Bedding plants will be available in May, but remember not to
plant them out unless you can protect them until the frosts
have finished.
The caravan site is proving to be popular. Bank holidays
especially. Why not pop down and see us? We are open 10am till
5pm Tuesday to Saturday. Jackie Locke

Our popular biennial Fete and Produce
Show will be held this year. The afternoon
and evening will be packed with stalls,
entertainment, food and drink. The team
are looking for volunteers now to help
with preparations leading up to the big
day and also on the day itself. Why not
run a stall, help with tea and cakes or
man the bouncy castle?
If you are a gardener, start growing those
runner beans, roses and giant vegetables!
There will be many other categories,
check on facebook and the website for
regular updates.
Without your help, the show cannot go on!
Contact Andy or Sheila on 881715.
********

GRIT BINS

Please remember that village grit bins are for
public pavement and road use only. You can buy
bags of grit for your drives at most DIY centres.
Thank you.

Parish Council

FOOTPATH TEAM REPORT
Another hectic year for village footpaths with much to be pleased with - but marked by the sad loss of Russ
Cook, our old buddy and founder member of the Footpath ‘chain gang’.
Already in village memory for his fabulous amdram stage performances, we also wanted to remember his
contribution to the chain gang by reconstructing the old bridge he and wife Pam often walked over with
their dog, Merlin. The bridge can be found on the first footpath out of the village on the popular route
running behind the Bredon Hill
Academy (aka Middle School).

MERLIN’S BRIDGE

It took three mammoth sessions,
some in poor weather, to complete
this feat of engineering. We almost
named it ‘New Bridge Over The River
Kwai’, which would have amused the
old boy! Instead a plaque is being
made which simply says………

REBUILT IN 2017 IN MEMORY OF RUSS COOK‘ONE MAN AND HIS DOG, MERLIN’
AND FOR PAM AND ALL THEIR FRIENDS AND THE VILLAGERS
WHO PASS THIS WAY

We are looking forward to ‘cracking on with the patch’ when spring finally arrives! Leo Enright
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SAVE THE DATE! You are invited to
Ashton Under Hill’s 9th Run Around Supper
Saturday 23rd June 2018
Meet at the Village Hall for complimentary drinks then go to your first host for starter, your second host for main
course and desserts will be served back at the Village Hall at 10pm.

Ashton under Hill Playgroup is Ofsted
registered for two to five years (with
childcare funding available for all three and
four year olds).

EVERYONE is very welcome – it’s a lovely way to meet old and new friends.
ALL PROCEEDS TO ASHTON UNDER HILL FIRST SCHOOL
More details to follow or contact Claire VincentKirke (Plough Cottage, Elmley Road, 07715 698999)
claire.vincent@hotmail.co.uk or contact Sally Guibert, Lucy Taylor, Jules Birch or Danielle at the First School.

If you are interested in a space for your
child, please contact Ashton under Hill
Playgroup on 882289, Ruth on 882014 or
Mirka on 882105 to get an admission form.
Spaces will be allocated on a first come, first
served basis.

You are warmly invited to the Run Around Supper on 23rd
June. Now in its 9th year, it gets bigger and better every
time. Always good fun, great company, many laughs and lovely
food plus a chance to meet new and old friends. For more
details, speak to Claire Vincent Kirke 07715 698999 or email
to claire.vincent@hotmail.co.uk. Everyone is very welcome.
Claire

World Book Day at the First School!

The
Mobile Post Office
visits Ashton (Car
Park, Free Church)
every Tuesday &
Thursday 12:301:30pm.
Please ignore any
websites that state it
is only Tuesdays.

Term time on
MONDAYS,
TUESDAYS,
WEDNESDAYS
& THURSDAYS
from 9 am to 3
pm

(Please see P6 for more school news)

Ashton News 4

Ashton 88 Football Club
Juniors off to an impressive start!
The Junior section of Ashton 88 FC has had an

Ashton 88 FC Continue Impressive
League Form

impressive start to 2018. The Under 7s (Ashton 88

The Senior team at Ashton 88 have started the

Wasps) are progressing really well and are competing

new year with 3 wins out of 3. A fine 2-1 victory

against Under 8 teams on a weekly basis; proving to

away to Bengeworth (Cup), 5-1 win against

be a very useful outfit. The Under 8s (Ashton 88

Bengeworth in the league and 7-0 victory

Hornets) are recording some great results in the

against Fairfield Titans (also in the League)

Under 8 League and playing some very intelligent

means an undefeated start to 2018. The weather

football. Having had a mixed run of results at the end

has halted the run at times with two games

of 2017 both the Under 9s and Under 10s have hit

being postponed due to waterlogged pitches but

some great form. The Under 9s are unbeaten in their

the side has now played 11 games in the

new pool of teams and the Under 10s have only lost

League, having won 7, drawn 2 and lost 2. With

once. The progress and understanding of the game

teams around them having played more games

that the children are showing is incredible - all should

the side look to win the games in hand to move

be extremely proud of themselves. For anyone

closer to poll position. Current top goal scorers

interested in joining the club in the future they should

are: Graham Begley 19, Will Stevens 6 and

contact Graham on 07725909808. Please see our

Jack Fisher 4.

separate poster below for the age groups that we are
recruiting for. The new batch of 88s (current Year 1s)
will begin training again on Thursday 19th April

All our club fixtures are published on our
website at www.ashton88fc.co.uk

2018 at 6 to7pm.

JUNIOR FOOTBALL
Thursday Evenings

From 19th April 2018

6pm - 7pm

Boys and Girls of
all abilities welcome
at The Playing Fields
in Ashton-under-Hill

we are recruiting:

we are recruiting:

Current Year 1
Children

Current Year 5
Children

For more info call Graham on 07725909808 or email: ashton88fc@gmail.com
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Parish Council Report
We are working hard to keep the village looking good and running smoothly for you all. As
always, if you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to get in contact.
Pavement Repairs
Thank you to all who voted for the pavement
repair –this was completed during the
autumn half term, and they have made a
great job of it. We will look at whether we can
get another stretch of the path repaired in
this financial year.

there are a team of 4x4 owners who will
collect prescriptions, take you to medical
appointments, and collect essential
provisions. This is coordinated by:
Sarah Lane email: scalane1949@gmail.com
Tel: 01386 881540
Jamie Smith Tel: 01386 881336

SmartWater
You should be aware that we are trying to get
SmartWater protection for the village. It’s a
simple process to invisibly mark your
property, and we need a majority signed up
to get the signage around the village to deter
thefts. I’m sure you know that we have had
farm and home thefts in the last few months,
so we are keen to get this in place. If you have
not already signed up please let one of us
know you are interested (contact details
below).

Lengthsman
We have appointed a new Lengthsman (Brian
Arrowsmith), to help us manage drains,
ditches and physical environment around the
village. You may have already seen him. We
have struggled in recent years to employ an
experienced person in this role, so he is a
welcome addition. He has already cleared
many drains and culverts to improve water
flow.

War Memorial Steps and Stone Cross
Repair
We are in the process of getting quotes to
repair the damaged stones in the base of the
stone cross and also the steps from the road
to the path in front of the War Memorial.
These steps have moved significantly over
time and are very uneven and quite
dangerous to walk on now. They have been
repaired many times over the years, but are
in need of a major overhaul. Once we have an
understanding of costs we can look for any
grants available to help with what are likely
to be significant costs for repair.
Willow Cottage
We know that many of you are concerned
about the eyesore that Willow Cottage,
opposite The Star, has become. We are trying
to work with Wychavon to ensure that the
land and property are maintained. This has
been passed to the enforcement team. Let’s
hope that this results in a tidier plot.
Snowline
Some of you may be aware that there was a
snowline put in place for times of need. If it
snows and you can’t get out of the village,

Grit Bins
Wychavon have been very active in filling
grit bins around the area over the past couple
of months – please let us know if you see one
empty. Please note – the grit is provided for
use of the highways and public footpaths
only. If you want grit for your drives and
paths it is readily available from hardware
shops and builders merchants in Evesham.
Planning Permission
You may know that Bredon Hill Academy has
recently gained permission for two
temporary classrooms for the expanding
school. We wish them luck with the continued
development of this excellent school.
Road Closure
At time of writing the Groaten was due to be
closed on 21st March for 3 days. This is for
OpenReach to lay new cables. Let’s hope that
this went ahead as planned and that we
might get improved internet service as a
result!

Sarah Smith – Chair
Email: ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com
Tel: 07770 942144
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Ashton under Hill First School
As we mentioned in the previous Ashton news in September we held a ‘Skippathon’ where all the pupils in the
school took part in a sponsored event; and we have just heard that we raised a magnificent total of £1187.84,
which will go to support the work of the British Heart Foundation. Our track around the outside of the field is
in use every day and it has meant that we are able to be more active even in the cold and damp days. Next term
we hope to develop this even further so that each child can keep a record of how far they go on the track with the
aim to increase their exercise.
We have played football and netball matches against local schools and look forward to more fixtures once the
weather improves. Good luck to Frank and Esme in Year 5 who have made it through to the Cross Country
County Finals to be held in March.

Forest School

This term most of the children in the school have been out to Forest
School, with the Junior children investigating Biomes and finding out
how many different organisms live in and around a large tree. The
children in Reception and Year 1 continue to go out each week when
the weather allows. Recently they
have been bird watching and
have seen a wide variety of
different species of bird such as
robins, blue tits and even a red
kite.
We try and use our outside space
as much as possible to enrich our curriculum. This term as part of their topic
on houses pupils in Acorn Class built a wattle & daub house, messy but fun!

Christmas 2017
At Christmas, despite the terrible weather, we put on a fantastic
Nativity performance with the Infant pupils taking the main roles. In
February the roles were reversed when the pupils in the Junior part of
the school put on ‘The Boy Who Wanted More’, adapted by Kelly
New and Lyndsay Thornton. Both events were amazing, playing to full
houses with support from all of the staff and many parents who made
props, costumes and painted scenery. We are very lucky here that we
have such talented staff and supportive parents.

PFA

Scenes from our
Nativity play and ‘The
Boy Who Wanted
More’

The PFA have continued to fundraise
with a Pop-up-Indian restaurant in
February, the event was well attended
by all members of the community and
the range of curries and puddings on
offer meant that noone left hungry!
Over £1,500 was raised which will go
towards a much needed shed and
storage for all of our new sports
equipment. We look forward to the
Run Around Supper later in the year,
another event where the whole
community comes together to support
the school and have fun.
Thank you to everyone who has
supported one of our events this term.
Alison Peacey (Head Teacher)
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We are delighted to let you know that the next Shindig event has been
booked for Saturday 28th April 2018 in the Village Hall. We are thrilled to
be able to welcome THE BUSQUITOS to Ashton for an evening of uplifting,
energetic, toe-tapping music and entertainment.
Please put the date in your diary and come and join us. All the information
you need to plan your evening is given below.
Date: Saturday 28th April 2018
Venue: Ashton Village Hall
Start Time: 19:30
Show: The Busquitos - Wicky Wacky Woo

“… An amazingly talented quartet, and to combine all
that musical skill with a big dose of humour is a rare
combination …”
“… extremely humourous and entertaining …”
THE BUSQUITOS are a mad, great, swingin’, buskin’
band that will put a smile on everyone’s face. They will
take you on a journey of musical genres: swing,
calypso, rock & roll, classical and everything in
between. They have been known to play a serenade,
organize a limbo, a line-dance or get the audience to
sing along to one of their upbeat, happy swingin’ songs.
Dazzlingly funny, THE BUSQUITOS have proven to be one of the most dynamic acts to come out of Holland in
recent years, with four CD’s to their credit, performances across the globe and a bevy of awards. Musical
entertainment for ALL ages - come and join in the fun.

Bring your own drinks, nibbles provided.
Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from Geraldine on 881416.

NEWS FROM THE FARM
My last article for Ashton News was in July when we were experiencing lovely summer weather; everything changed from thereon.
August was on the whole a dull, drizzly month with some brighter interludes, this continued through much of September but despite
this, harvesting was completed earlier than in 2016. Haymaking normally would have been completed at the end of July but some
was still being made at the end of September, which was of poor quality. However, October and November brought glorious
weather, which was ideal for autumn fieldwork with good seedbeds being, formed thus enabling excellent crop establishment. We
had some early frosts but the ground stayed reasonably dry until our first fall of snow in mid December. The rapid thaw caused
some localised field flooding with drains unable to cope with the amount of water.
We have certainly had a lot of mixed weather this winter with more frosts and snow than we have had for several years. The snow
delighted the children who had a number of days without school to enjoy sledging on the hill. Some of the winter sunrises have
been beautiful and we have also had some magnificent sunsets along with both a ‘Super Moon’ and a ‘Blue Moon’ in January. We
have also had many very dull and dreary days, some extremely windy days and the temperature has fluctuated between sub zero
and higher than average. Surprisingly, we have not had a great quantity of rainfall and the ground has been drier than normal.
So far the field crops have come through the winter well but are ready for a feed of nitrogen when conditions allow in March.
Sedum harvesting has taken place throughout the winter and has only been delayed by sharp frosts and snow. Fresh compost is now
being put down in readiness for new seeding. It will also not be long now until the first of the newborn lambs will be seen in our
fields
I always think that the fields and trees look their starkest at this time of year as we await the blackthorn coming into flower and the
cycle of new growth begins. It is always pleasing to see the snowdrops in the Churchyard, and the roadside daffodils and primroses
bringing the promise of spring. Charles Archer

Under The Hill Festival
The organisers are hosting an informal information evening in the Green
Room next to the Village Hall on 14th May 6-8pm. The organisers will be
able to answer any queries or concerns you may have. Alternatively call
896111 or email residents@underthehillfest.co.uk
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VILLAGE FUNDRAISING
The Playgroup fundraiser ‘Burger and
Quiz night’
held at The Star last month raised the
impressive sum of

£348!
The organisers would like to thank Ed
and the team for their support
(and the delicious food!)
Harri Forno

In light of the recent and continuing spate of thefts
in the area, the Parish Council has decided to fund
the purchase of Smartwater for all those who have
registered. There will be some additional
subscriptions available, please contact us at
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com for further
information.

ISSUES WITH DOGS?

If you are concerned about any issues with
dogs, please report these as followsDog fouling - Report on line at
https://selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/sw2for
ms/wdc_reportissues.jsp.
Dangerous Dogs - Local Policing by phone
on 101 /0300 333 3000 or
pershorerural.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.u
k
Stray or loose dogs - Dog Warden on 01905
822799
Barking Dogs http://www.worcsregservices.gov.uk/dogservice/barking-dog-noise-nuisancecomplaints.aspxcomplaints.aspx

THE PARISH MINIBUS
Just to remind parishioners of this very useful service, based in our village.
Two of its regular services are shopping trips to Bishops’ Cleeve and
Worcester, which run on alternate Fridays. The service is entirely run by
volunteers and more are always welcome! Contact Andrew Barnett on
881145 or at ashtonbeckford@gmail.com for more information.
Information can also be found on the back page.
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Ashton under Hill Cricket Club
Ashton Cricket Club is gearing up for another busy
season and is looking to recruit new players of all
ages and abilities to bolster its ranks.
*******
The club is exceptionally friendly and welcoming and
will be running two Saturday men's teams in Division
One and Division Six of the Cotswold Hills League,
with occasional Sunday afternoon
friendlies and regular midweek 20:20
fixtures as well.
*******
The club will also be defending its title in
the Sunday afternoon Bredon Hill Bash,
having won the inaugural trophy last
summer in splendid fashion.
*******
Pre-season senior nets take place at Prince Henry's
Cricket Centre on Mondays March 26th, April 9th
and April 16th from 8pm-9pm. All are welcome.
*******
The annual Cricket Force Day takes place on
Saturday March 24th when members get the ground
and pavilion ready for the forthcoming season. Any
extra help would be most welcome!
Any senior players at all interested in joining the club
should contact first team skipper Jack Perks on
07785 384650.

Ashton Juniors are also looking forward to the 2018
season. Indoor practices have been taking place on
Saturdays at Evesham Cricket Centre and outdoor
sessions will start on Friday evenings from
April 20th.
*******
The bar is open every Friday evening during the early
part of the summer and everyone is welcome to
come down for a refreshing drink while watching
the juniors practise.
*******
We plan to run teams in under 11 and under 13
age groups and will also take part in a number of
festivals with an under 9 team.
*******
We will also be involved in the ECB’s, nationally
supported, All Stars programme which provides an
exciting and engaging introduction to cricket for 5 to 8
year olds. More details on how to apply will be shared
through local first schools.
*******
If you would like to know more about any aspect of
the club’s junior section, please get in touch with
David Whitehouse on 07771 942464
or dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com

Don’t forget you can catch up on all the latest news on the village facebook
page here: www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil

VILLAGE MAILING LIST
If you would like to look at the village
facebook page but don’t have an account;
you can still view posts, but unfortunately
you won’t be able to download or open
any documents, posters or pictures. The
answer might be to join the village
mailing list. We promise you will not be
bombarded with emails! Your email
address will not be shared with anyone
else, either locally or with any external
agencies, companies etc. It is stored in a
confidential Parish Council electronic
folder. If you would like to be on the
mailing list, please contact us at
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com.
Alternatively, if you would just like to be
sent information on an ad hoc basis, just
let us know at the same address. Karen
Rowley (Comms Cllr)

Ashton Under Hill Internet Experience Survey Results
The response was a little disappointing - only 27 in total, representing well
under 10% of households, so there is insufficient ‘ammunition’ to chase any
providers - but some interesting results nevertheless:
•
•
•
•

Connection type: broadly 50% split between ADSL (broadband) and
FTTC (‘Superfast’).
Provider: overwhelmingly BT.
Speed, latency and reliability: again, roughly 50% split between
happy and dissatisfied.
Overall satisfaction: the most interesting result: 40% think the
service is worse now than two years ago, before the rollout of the
FTTC started in the village. Of the remainder, half have noticed no
change and half think it has improved.

Correlating some obvious combinations reveals that the ADSL users are less
happy than the FTTC users with speed (unsurprisingly), latency and reliability but interestingly, half the FTTC users think the service is worse overall than
before FTTC was available. And I have to agree with them. The raw results
(anonymised) can be made available to anyone interested - please let me know
if you would like a copy (simon.sellick@tesco.net). Simon Sellick

Readers: This newsletter looks so much better in glorious colour! Contact the Editor at
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com to receive yours by email. You can also find the
newsletter on facebook and the village website, details on front page.
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School Holiday Club, After
School Club & Private
Tutoring

We now have a new online booking system for all out of school clubs. To place your bookings,
please visit:
www.littlebiglearners.kidsclubhq.co.uk/rdr?u=home

Key Dates for 2018
Monday 26th February - Thursday 29th March (Spring Term 2 After School Club, 3-6pm)
Tuesday 3rd April - Friday 14th April (Easter Holiday Activity Clubs, 8am-6pm)
Monday 16th April - Friday 25th May (Summer Term 1 After School Club, 3-6pm)
Tuesday 29th May - Friday 20th July (Summer Term 2 After School Club, 3-6pm)

**************************

Ashton under Hill Open Gardens
9th & 10th June 2018
Keep the date!
Theme this year ‘Nature in the Garden’
Exciting stalls and art exhibition
Three coaches already booked
Please get involved by:
o Opening your garden
o Opening your front garden
o Helping with programme selling or car parking
Preparations are already underway for this year’s Open
Gardens. This is a great community event and last year
we raised £8,500 to support village activities!
Thanks to those who have already volunteered to open
their gardens, and if you would like your garden or even
front garden to be included, please contact me.
As always, we depend on volunteers so if you can help
with catering, programme selling or car parking please
get in touch.
If you have publishing or graphics skills and could help
layout our programme, then we would welcome your
expertise.
John Kenrick (chair)
johnkenrick@btinternet.com Tel 881431

.

Especially looking for
someone with
publishing/graphics
skills to help redesign
the programme

Ashton News 11

This fine locomotive is No 35006 'Peninsular and
Orient' - the latest addition to the railway's home fleet,
finally restored to full working order in 2016 after a
more than 30 year restoration!

Volunteers on the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Steam Railway (GWSR) have
been working flat-out to make things ready for the first public train to stop at Broadway station for nearly six
decades.
On 30th March (Good Friday) Lord Faulkner of Worcester will signal the triumphant re-opening of the brand
new Broadway station by unveiling a plaque recognising the achievement of volunteers who have tirelessly
resurrected the railway and built the new station on the site of the original.
This follows years of effort to extend the line from its headquarters station at Toddington, including major
work on bridges and embankments. The
final rails were laid just before Christmas
2017, completing the link between
Broadway and the railway’s southern
terminus at Cheltenham Racecourse, over
14 miles away.

British Railways withdrew local train services
and closed the original station in March 1960
with the buildings and platforms demolished in
1963. Although the line itself, once a vital link
between the West Midlands and Wales and the
West Country, remained open for through freight and passenger trains, the whole line was closed in 1976
and by the end of 1979 the track and remaining infrastructure had gone. The early preservation pioneers
took occupation of a derelict Toddington station in 1981 and started progressively to rebuild what is now one
of the UK’s top heritage railways, operated and maintained by around 950 volunteers.
As well as regular train services from March to October, there are many family special events, from the
‘Easter Eggspress’ and ‘Wartime in the Cotswolds’, to ‘Days Out With Thomas’ and of course the
hugely popular ‘Santa Specials’.
Why not visit your newly extended local railway this year? You can find details of the new timetable, fares,
special events and much more on the GWSR website at: www.gwsr.com Malcolm Nelson
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Social Media
British Council International School Award success
for BHA
Bredon Hill Academy has recently been awarded the British
Council’s prestigious International School Award in recognition

of its work to bring the world into the classroom. Anne
Amzallag, International Coordinator, who received the award in
London, said she was ‘very proud to have been re-accredited
with the International School Award. Our pupils have a genuine
curiosity about the wider world and they have developed real
teamwork and language skills as a result of our many
international collaborations.’

If you would like to see what the school is up to, we
have almost daily social media posts on both our
Twitter and Facebook feeds, links below.
www.twitter.com/BredonHAcademy
www.facebook.com/BredonHAcademy
Dan Rimmell (IT Manager)
The BHA ‘International’ Garden
Our Garden and Eco Action team are pleased to be
supported for the next three years by our International
Schools team. This will help to raise the profile of our Eco
activities by using the
gardens in the
classroom in
collaboration with
our Austrian partner
school who have
timed their visit to
coincide with this
years Open Gardens
event.
Our visitors will be
helping to prepare
our school grounds for the weekend including constructing
new friendship benches and a ‘keyhole’ garden is to be
planted with alpines chosen by our Austrian partners. This
style of garden has been used in countries prone to drought.
BHA will also hold an assembly for the ‘Send a Cow’ charity
to raise awareness of the difficulties faced by growers
around the world.
We will also spend a day visiting the Blue Diamond Garden
Centre at the Valley in Evesham, who have offered a
donation of tools to help our pupils maintain and improve
our gardens. As part of the project, we will be looking at
Further Education and career opportunities using outdoor
skills and interests. Sara Bankes (Eco School Coordinator)

Local weather station at BHA
‘When Bredon Hill puts on his hat
Men of the Vale beware of that.
When Bredon Hill doth clear appear
Ye men of the Vale have nought to fear.’
(Local weather lore)
Did you know that BHA has their own weather station?
Dan Rimmell, IT manager at BHA explained that ‘the facility
is created and managed by our Eco School Committee
collaborating with our International School department.
The data will be a
valuable resource to the
school in our
educational and
ecological aims. Other
International Schools
are also able to share
and compare our
data. We hope this site
can be of use to
our local and
international
community.’
You can visit the weather station at the link below.
www.wunderground.com/personal-weatherstation/dashboard?ID=IASHTONU3#history

BHA narrowly miss out on 3rd place in Butterfly U13
National Table Tennis Finals.
Recently, BHA’s table tennis team, Sophie Arrandale, Rebecca
Arrandale, Emily Grove and Beth Pye represented their school
in the U13 National Table Tennis finals at Hinkley. Two
members of rival teams are ranked inside the top 20 in the
country at U13 and one represents England. Sophie currently
has a national ranking of 64 and Rebecca of 72, so you can see
how stiff the competition was. The girls should all be very
proud of their achievements. The girls’ journey has seen them
win first the County, then Zonal and Regional rounds. They are
now in the Nationals. Ceri Speake (PE teacher)
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7 Times Table- seven short stories of life, death,
crooks, betrayal, greed, love, art and aliens!

Art

Death

Aliens
Betrayal

Greed

Life
Cast list
Younger actors
Fleur Archer, Connie Archer, Scarlett Begley, Maisie
Sandalls, Holly Hughes, Dixie Taylor, Gracie Locke, Tallulah
Locke, Oliver Birch, Harry Archer, Alexia Stone, Barnaby
Gibbons, Isobel Jones, Lorna Simpson, Harry Archer
Older Actors!
Rebecca Hughes, Meg Archer, Graham Begley, Jules Birch,
Dennis MacArthur, Evie Thomas, Ted Caddick, Jez Taylor,
Frank Moore, John Kenrick, Tom Archer, Nick Thomas, Chris
Simpson, Suzie Windscheffel, Dan Hughes, Jenny Simpson

LOve
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What’s On at Ashton under Hill Free Church
Spring 2018
Please feel free to come along:
Good Friday 30th March
9.30am Communion service
Easter Sunday 1st April and every Sunday
10.45am Morning worship service
followed by light refreshments.
6.00pm Evening Worship service
Last Tuesday of every Month at 2.00pm
Friends & Neighbours
An opportunity for meeting over a cup of tea and a biscuit, always with
something interesting laid-on:
th
27 March – Tina Brown – Talk on Beckford Nature Reserve
24th April – Shauna Steadman – From The Dogs Trust
Every Wednesday from 10.00am to Midday
Coffee morning
All donations to Midlands Air Ambulance
Alternate Wednesdays from 2.30pm
Bright Hour
More tea and biscuits together with singing and something to think about!
Every Thursday from 10.00am to Midday during term-time
Busy Fingers
For mums (or dads or grandparents) and toddlers
See Chapel Notice Board or web-site for up-to-date details
www.ashtonchapel.org.uk
email: info@ashtonchapel.org.uk
Contacts: Andrew & Joy 881145, Geoff 881740, Doreen 881656,
or Joan 881237
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Celebrate Easter at St Barbara’s Church
Easter Sunday 1 April at 9.30 am
Family Communion service
followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for the children and hot cross buns for
everyone
You will be warmly welcome at this service and to stay for refreshments
afterwards

St Barbara’s Support for Charities
Thanks to the great generosity of all those who supported our fundraising efforts in 2017, a
total of £9,099 including Gift Aid, was raised by St Barbara’s Church for ten different good
causes, including the CATCH Project in South Africa, the Worcester and Dudley Historic
Churches Trust, Water Aid, Shelter UK and several bucket collections for Red Cross and
DEC Appeals. Collections in December were for the Children’s Society at our Christingle
service and for the Sue Ryder Hospice in Cheltenham at the Ashton Celebration of
Christmas.

Spring Cleaning at St Barbara’s – A date for your diaries
Saturday 28 April from 9.30 am to 12 noon
Many Hands Make Light Work!
We would be very glad to welcome helpers at the Annual Church Spring Clean on Saturday
28 April.
Please come if you can spare an hour or two to bring a sparkle to your village church.
For further information please call Judith Hunter on 882087.
Refreshments and cleaning materials will be provided

St Barbara’s Annual Service of Thanksgiving
Sunday 20 May at 11.00am
This is the occasion on which we give thanks to and for everyone who supports the life, work
and worship of St Barbara’s Church throughout the year and all will be warmly welcome.
This year we will be welcoming Revd David Lewis, Associate Priest in the Beckford Group
Parish with special responsibility for Ashton, so do please come along to meet and greet
David as he joins the clergy in the Bredon Hill Group.
Please put the date in your diaries now, come and celebrate with us and stay for a glass of
wine and nibbles after the service.

Ashton Open Gardens Songs of Praise
Sunday 10 June at 6.30 pm
This year we are marking forty-one years of Ashton Open Gardens. Please come and join in
this joyful service rounding off the Ashton Open Gardens weekend and celebrate the success
of our major annual village community event. Take the opportunity to look at the exhibition of
paintings by Beth Phillip, botanical artist, as well as the beautiful floral displays by our
talented team of flower arrangers.
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ASHTON NEWS VILLAGE CONTACTS
Tel No 881466 Mobile 07976 906653 Email: karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk
Name

Details

Contact
Activities

Cricket Club (adults)
Cricket Club (juniors)
Football Club (adults)
Football Club (juniors)
Footpath volunteers
Gardening Club
Guides
Brownies
Rainbows
Lunch Club
Friends & Neighbours

Summer- Saturdays & Sundays Will Archer
Summer- Thursdays 6-8pm
David Whitehouse
Winter- Sunday mornings
Graham Begley
Winter- Saturday mornings
Graham Begley
Working groups
John Kenrick
Beckford V/H 4th Weds 7:30pm Roger Umpelby
Village Hall, Weds 7-8:30pm
Ali Stephenson
Village Hall, Weds 5:15-6:45pm Charlotte Nicklin
Village Hall, Weds 4:15-5:30pm Jemima Barnett
Chapel Hall 12pm, 1st Fri month Joy Barnett
Last Tues in month, 2-3pm
Margaret Darby
Worcester 2nd & 4th Fri Bishops
Andrew Barnett
Mini Bus
Cleeve 1st & 3rd Fri
Private Hire
Andrew Barnett
Parish walks
Summer evenings - Mondays
Alastair Humphrey
Green Room: Mon, Tues, Wed, Ruth Barnett
Playgroup
Thu 9-3:00pm
Green Room
Little Big Learners (Out Every school day, 3-6pm
Graham Begley of School Childcare)
All holidays (except Christmas)
First School inset days
Organisations
First School
Headteacher
Alison Peacey
Middle School
Headteacher
S. Charlton
Free Church
Main contact
Andrew Barnett
Busyfingers, mums &
Chapel Hall Thurs 10-11:30 am Doreen Cope
toddlers
Coffee morning
Chapel Hall Weds 10-12 noon Joy Barnett
Chair
Sarah Smith
Parish Council
Clerk
Michelle English
Ashton Social
Village Hall and playing fields
Ian Facer
Committee
Vicar
Canon Matthew
Baynes
St. Barbara's Church Assoc Priest (responsible for
Rev David Lewis
Ashton)
Churchwarden
Alex Dodge
Open Gardens (2nd
Chairman
John Kenrick
weekend in June)
Marketing Co-ordinator
Andrew Cooke
Women's Institute
Village Hall 1st Tues 7:30pm
Marjory Facer
Ashton Bellringers
St Barbara’s Church Tues Eve Nick Hopkins

Contact details
881756
will@simplysedum.co.uk
424393
dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com
07725 909808 / 881206
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
07725 909808 / 881206
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
881431
johnkenrick@btinternet.com
881449
roger@bugman.free-online.co.uk
882052
07714 783545
jemmimaob@gmail.com
881145
881862
ma.darby@icloud.com
881145
881145
881479
882014
882289
07725 909808

gmhumphrey@hotmail.com
littlebiglearners@gmail.com

881333
881426
881145

head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk
office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk
topcott@gmail.com

881656

doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk

881145
881070
860502
882171

sarahttsmith@talk21.com
ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk
rifacer@gmail.com

01684 772237

mbaynes@toucansurf.com

01386 710394

davidlewis648@btinternet.com

881487
881431
881715
882171
881711
881325

thepub@thestar-ashtonunderhill.co.uk
mkn48@btinternet.com

The Star Inn

Open daily

Ed & Vicky Spires

Ashton website
Milk delivery

Information and events
Mon.Wed. Fri. Sat.

Services
Malcolm Nelson
Cotteswold Dairy

881778

alexdodge@waitrose.com
johnkenrick@btinternet.com
andy@thecookies.org.uk
marjyfacer@gmail.com

01684 298959
01905 822722
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk

Mobile library – 3
Monday in month

10:55 Gorse Hill
11:15 Cornfield Way
11:35 School

Newspaper delivery

Monday to Saturday

Doreen Cope

881656

Mobile Post office

Tues & Thu 12:30-1:30pm
Free Church car park

David (Driver)

Enquiries to Parish Council, details above
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