Christmas 2016
Keep in touch with village life at www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk and on www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil

On the 2nd September 2016, Ashton held its
biennial Fete, Produce Show and evening Barn
Dance. Despite the weather, it was a great
success! You can read more about it on P5.
Meanwhile, to whet your appetite, here are some
Key Fete Facts!
• There were 17 stalls plus the Produce Show
• We had 260 paying customers through the
door, more than 300 people in total
• There were a record 432 entries to the
Produce Show
• We ate 520 portions of cake between us
• We drank 500 cups of tea and coffee
• We enjoyed not one, not two but three
different music acts
• Animals shared the day; sheep, calves, sled
dogs and the Dog Show
• We drank Ed’s Bar out of beer!

Many people in the village will know Barney and his
parents Beverley and Andy. Barney, who has just turned
seven, suffers from a rare condition known as
Lissencephaly. Barney is unable to walk or talk (although
Beverley says he communicates with his mum and dad very
well!) or do anything for himself. Despite this, Beverley
says Barney is a happy, delightful and sociable little boy.

Local fundraising

Remembrance Day Service
First School pupils and village residents gathered round
the war memorial to mark Remembrance Day on 11th
November. Read more about First School on P7.

STOP PRESS! Ashton’s Christmas Fair, held on
19th November, has raised an interim figure of
£1700 for St Richard’s Hospice and St Barbara’s.
The team are aiming for £2000 and to help
achieve this, there will be an ongoing pop up
Christmas Shop at the Old Farmhouse. Just knock
on the door or call Alex on 881487.

Alongside a grant from Wychavon, Ashton has been
fundraising to help extend and adapt Barney’s house to
make life easier for all the family. During the summer, local
girl Ella Childs and friends who belong to the National
Citizen Service (a voluntary personal and social
development programme for 15-17 year olds), organised a
sponsored walk and held a cake sale at Prince Henry’s
school. In August, members of the Free Church held a
coffee morning and Bring & Buy sale at the chapel. They
raised £550. Earlier this month the WI held a coffee
morning hosted by Jen and Colin Creese. This raised a
further £220.

Building has begun!
Beverley tell us that brickwork is starting this weekend
(19th Nov). Many people in the village are supporting the
building works including project ‘foreman’ Dave Sieracki,
Mike Quilter and others too numerous to mention.

Can you help?
You may have skills that would be really useful for the
project. If you think you do and would like to help Barney,
please contact Beverley on 07799 672658 or at
Beverley.29@gmail.com. You can follow Barney and his
build on facebook here:
www.facebook.com/BuildforBarney
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Neighbourhood Development Plan
An informal meeting was held at The Star last week, to share the aims of a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and to gather feedback
and interest in developing one for the village and surrounding area with the Parish boundary. Thank you to those that attended. We are hoping
to get enough positive feedback to kick-start this project and need volunteers and a genuine enthusiasm for the project to succeed.
What is it?
It is a local plan to provide communities more control over the type, location, size, pace and design of development in their local area, including:
•
Managing the level of new housing development and what this should provide
•
Protection/creation of open space
•
Transport and local infrastructure
•
Local facilities
•
Environment
A NDP cannot promote less development than set out in the South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP). It must be consistent with
national and local strategic policies. A Neighbourhood Plan carries significant weight in determining planning applications.
Now that the SDWP is adopted with development sites identified, and with the number of recent controversial planning applications within the
village, it feels the right time to develop a document which will help direct the community’s vision and objectives for our Parish.
A planning consultant will be required for preparing the draft plan and the amount of support will depend on the skills available within the
Neighbourhood Planning team.
The Plan will be a list of polices generated from the priorities of the community which will be gathered through surveys and other community
engagement so having input from a large and wide section of the community is essential. The Plan will be in line with the SWDP until 2020 and
beyond.
The Local Planning Authority will provide advice and guidance and comment on the draft documents and other public sector service providers
will need to be involved at certain stages.
At the meeting there was a lively discussion, and some areas of concern and caution were raised. These included:
Would having a plan make us open to more development? We are not obliged to propose any additional sites or increase the number of
houses over what is already identified within the SWDP. We understand that Alderton identified potential development sites as there wasn’t a
5 year strategic development plan in place at the time and sites have been developed.
Could we move the project forward without being ‘visible’ to developers? The project has to be ratified by Wychavon and consulted on so it
will be a public process for any interested party to comment on.
Can we use the document to project the village as it is? The plan is not designed as a halt on development but we can promote polices to
protect local gaps and key views, local green spaces and facilities. It can also influence roads/footways, development design parking and traffic
etc.
Why do we have to use Planning Consultants? Policies need professional drafting and checking that there are no contradictions with the
County SWDP or other local and national policies – we aren’t aware of these skills in the village. Funding is available to pay for the costs of the
consultant and other project costs.
Some communities creating these plans have found the work to develop the plan significantly intensive in time and effort– we would hope
that encouraging a healthy number of volunteers and restricting our policy areas to those that are critical to the village we would be able to
avoid this.
What area is covered by the plan? Wychavon District Council have identified the Parish area to include the land past Northfield farm, Long
Carrant Park, and to the end of Beckford road up to the edge of (but not including) the Grafton Parish. It is only possible to include another
whole Parish area within a plan and not parts of it.
How does the community have an input and be heard? The Steering Group for the Plan will undertake surveys to gather opinions from
residents and businesses within the Parish. The response will be summarised into key policy areas. There are numerous consultation and
examination steps but the community has to agree on the plan through a referendum before being adopted.
Without the support of the people in the village, this project cannot be undertaken. If you are interested in helping, have thoughts or opinions
please contact us at ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com.
Further information is available online for example www.wychavon.gov.uk/neighbourhood-planning
Sarah Smith (Chair) Ashton under Hill Parish Council
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School Holiday Club, After School Club & Private Tutoring
Throughout the Summer, Little Big
Learners opened its doors for four out of
the six weeks for children to participate in
a range of activities; both within the
grounds of the pavilion and making the
most of the beautiful environment in our
surroundings. Since September and the
start of the new academic year, we have
seen a sharp rise in the number of
children attending the After School Club.
We have now additionally developed a
popular Cooking Club that takes place
each Wednesday straight after school
collection.
Little Big Learners now has five members
of staff. We can additionally provide
specialised Literacy Tutoring, supporting
Special Learning Difficulties (SpLD), which
is aimed largely at Dyslexia needs. This
adds to an already established Maths
Tutoring service. Limited spaces are
currently available for tutoring, but all
enquiries will be considered and we will
do our best to accommodate any new
tutees.
Our next School Holiday Clubs available
are during the February Half Term. It is
advised that people book early to ensure
a space is guaranteed. We are very
flexible and will always do our best to fulfil all enquiries.

To book please call 07725909808 or email - littlebiglearners@gmail.com.

Evesham & District Mental Health Support Services
are hosting
The Quiz to end all Quizzes!!!
Friday 2nd December 2016 7.30pm at Raphael’s, Hampton Ferry, Evesham.
£6.00 a head to include nibbles. Teams of 4-6. Raffles & Prizes & a great evening are guaranteed!!
If you would like to bring a team along please email marketingpr.edmhss@btconnect.com We are really excited about this
event & we look forward to seeing you.
Because of the growing need & popularity The Welcome Club (Day Centre) is now open on a Wednesday afternoon from
1.00 – 4.00pm. If you are experiencing mental health distress, please feel able to join us for an afternoon of conversation,
arts & crafts, board games, visiting speakers or if you wish a quiet time, it’s £3.00 per session to include drinks & biscuits.
The Christmas period can be a difficult time for many people who feel isolated & anxiety can seem much greater, if you
know of anyone or perhaps yourself that could benefit from using our services then please drop in or call us. 01386
429454 We will be open until Christmas Eve & we open again on Wed 28th December.
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NEWS FROM THE FARM
What remarkable weather!
November began with well above average temperatures and
exceptionally dry days; but we have already had almost as
many significant frosts as during the whole of last winter.
Since my last article at the end of the very wet month of
June the weather has been very favourable for farming
resulting in good hay and haylage being made. The yields of
combinable crops, oilseed rape, winter wheat, barley,
linseed and beans were low, but it was a very easy harvest
and excellent conditions for preparing autumn seedbeds.
The recent rain has been very useful, although an unusual
statement to make in November! The rain was much
needed to giving the newly sown crops a boost as some
have been struggling to get established in the exceptionally
dry conditions.
The weather has also been ideal for the Dwarf Sedum
production, harvesting has continued throughout the
autumn and the next crop has been sown.
This year the wildflowers in the conservation fields were
fantastic. The number of orchids have greatly increased. The
majority were common orchids but there were also a good
number of bee orchids. In order to increase the number and
variety of wildflowers and grasses in some of the grassland
in early July, we undertook green haymaking. We mowed
hay just as the wildflowers were ready to shed their seeds.
The hay was picked up by a forage harvester into a manure
spreader. It was then immediately transferred and spread
onto the recipient site that had been lightly cultivated. So
far the results are looking very promising with new species
already growing. The full effects should be seen next
summer.

Date: Saturday 21st January 2017
Venue: Ashton Village Hall
Start Time: 19:30:00
Show/Event: The After Hours Quintet in
Concert
The After Hours hot jazz sound is fun, light
and entertaining. The five musicians play
guitar, double bass, drums, washboard,
clarinet, sax and trumpet. The After Hours
are perfect for anyone looking for an
entertaining night of timeless music. It’s
perfect for a themed evening, so why not to
dress to impress, Gatsby style, serve 1920s
cocktails and get practicing your Charleston!
Bring your own
drinks, nibbles
provided.
Tickets are £10
and can be
obtained from
Sami or Tracey
on 881225 or
882535.
Shindig is managed by Live & Local Ltd. Live &
Local is a not-for-profit arts organisation
working with a network of voluntary groups
across Warwickshire, Staffordshire, Derbyshire
and now Worcestershire. It provides a range of
support for arts activities that keep people in
touch with their communities and enhance their
quality of life.

Charles Archer

Friends & Neighbour
We meet in the Chapel Hall at 2pm on the last Tuesday of every month.
Meetings and news
Tuesday 29th November 2-3pm we welcome Martin Brookes who will give a talk and slide show of the work of Vale
Wildlife Rescue Centre. All are welcome, come and join us for company, refreshments and an enjoyable afternoon.
th

Wednesday 14 December, 1.30-2.30pm we will join with the Bright Hour ladies for carol singing.
We hope to have next year’s programme of events ready for distribution at our January meeting.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Margaret Darby 01386 881862 or Margaret Satchell 01386
881441.
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Ashton Footpath Volunteer Team Report
We thought you might like to see some of the ‘Chaingang’ tasks completed this year. Between us we
have amassed around 150 man hours (although ladies are welcome to join!). We meet on Saturday
mornings about once a month and usually finish around lunchtime with a welcome drink in the
Star! Thanks must go to local landowners Jamie Smith, Richard Hughes and Mr Clutterbuck for
their support and help. For more information on joining our friendly team, please contact John
Kenrick on 01386 881431 or 07767 464826. If you know of any footpaths that need clearing
please email the team at ashton.path.wardens@gmail.com.
Fitted wire netting to
stiles on Wychavon Way

Laid stone and repaired
handrail to ‘Jamie’s
bottom’ stile

Cleared hedge on path
to ‘Merlin’s Bridge’

Village Clean-Up

Repaired stile and
improved drainage
in ‘Gorse Field’

Mowed/cleared paths from
both sides of cricket pitch
down towards railway line

Cleared passage between
the Groaten and the
Orchard

Replaced bark with stone on steps
connecting Gorse Hill with Chandler’s End

Ashton's plans for a regenerated play area
take off!

Plans are afoot to raise funds to design an inspiring, safe environment that's
accessible for all by May 2018! It is hoped that an extension to the current area,
the renovation of existing equipment and the addition of new equipment will result
in an area enjoyed by everyone for years to come.
The Ashton Social Centre committee have formed a 'play area team' to manage the
project. They are looking at ways to raise finance such as through the Parish
Council New Homes Bonus or other sources of grants for this sort of project. If
you are interested and would like to join the team please contact Matt Cyphus
at mattcyphus@btinternet.com.
Meanwhile, watch this space for updates, ideas and fundraisers! Matt Cyphus

STOP PRESS…….
The Cricket Club’s famous Race Night was held on the
19th November. A great night was had by all and the
grand sum of £700 was raised from the many bets
placed! The money will go towards the purchase of
an ‘Outfield’ mower for the pitch.
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On the 2nd September 2016 Ashton held its biennial Fete, Produce Show and evening Barn
Dance. As I’m sure you all appreciate, an awful lot of work goes in over several months to prepare for one
day in September and for a week we were all praying for good weather on the day.
Saturday morning brought a stampede of entrants for the Produce Show. We received 432 individual class
entries, far more than ever before. Entries included spectacular vegetables, mouthwatering cakes,
enormous pumpkins, stunning photos and perhaps the most amazing vegetable sculpture Ashton has ever
seen!
And then at 11am, down came the rain. However, as fete opening time approached, the rain slowed and
then stopped giving a dry, if not bright, afternoon for most of the fun and events. Over 260 of you came
along to be entertained initially by the Go Vocal choir who opened the fete. Tewkesbury Youth Brass
Band took over before the choir returned again later in the afternoon.

Fran Kirke, our excellent MC, valiantly navigated us through the other events of the afternoon, including
the ever popular tug of war and the very entertaining inaugural Ashton Fete Dog Show. Inside the
marquee, the raffle and book stall did a great trade and the Retro Café tent served over 500 portions of
tea, coffee and cakes. The tombola, skittle alley, plant stall, Pimms tent, bouncy castle, tin can alley, Brain
of Ashton, cake stall, facepainting, art, bouncy castle & slide and putting green were all kept busy.
Everyone enjoyed guessing the weight of the sheep and petting the very young calves.
In the evening, over a hundred folk returned for a great night of dancing with Bandicoots Ceileidh band.
Congratulations to Simon Hague for finally winning the overall Produce Show Cup and also to a
wonderful group of volunteers whose efforts produced a very successful event. Finally, a big thank you
to all those in the village who braved the weather to support us. Here’s looking forward to the 2018 fete.
Andy Cooke (Fete Director)
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Parish Council Update - November 2016
Pavement Repair

We are sure that you have noticed the pavement repair that leads to the Star. This
was finished last month and is a vast improvement, I’m sure you will agree. The
next phase from The Star to St Barbara’s will be undertaken in the next financial
year (April 2017-March 2018).

Budget

We are planning the Budget for the next Financial Year, and we are looking at the
following projects to be undertaken, where funds from the Precept allow and
grants can support.
!
!
!
!
!
!

The other phase of the pavement repair (as above)
Repair to the Stone Cross in front of the Church Lychgate
Repair to the steps by the War Memorial
Replacement of the wooden posts on the island at the top of The Groaten
Additional dog waste bins on Beckford Road
Support to Ashton Social Centre, Churchyard maintenance and Footpaths
committee

Dogs

We have received quite a few concerns regarding dogs in the past couple of
months. Can I please remind all dog owners of their responsibilities;
Clean up after your dog at all time, pavements, footpaths, open spaces etc, and use
the bins provided
Keep your dog under control at all times, on a lead if appropriate
Do not allow your dog to bark continually, you must be aware of your neighbours
right to peace
It is against the law for your dog to be dangerously out of control ANYWHERE – in
public or private, e.g. in your home or garden; this includes actually attacking
someone, attacking other dogs or makes someone worried that they may be
attacked.

If you are concerned by any issues with dogs, please report these as followsDog fouling - Report on line at
www.selfservice.wychavon.gov.uk/sw2forms/wdc_dogfouling.jsp
Dangerous Dogs - Local Policing by phone on 101 /0300 333 3000 or
pershorerural.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Stray or loose dogs - Dog Warden on 01905 822799
Barking Dogs - www.worcsregservices.gov.uk/environmental-health/petsdog-warden-service/barking-dog-noise-nuisance-complaints.aspx
Thank you and Merry Christmas.
Sarah Smith (Chair) Ashton under Hill Parish Council
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ASHTON UNDER HILL FIRST SCHOOL NEWS
‘Expect only the best’
We are now over half way through the Autumn Term and although I have only been here since
September I have almost forgotten what it was like to work somewhere else. Once again I would
like to thank all of the community for making me feel so welcome.
Alison Peacey (Head teacher)

Key Dates

Monday 12th December
Christmas Carol Concert in
school for parents and
relatives. We will have two
performances, one in the
afternoon and one in the
evening.

Our new reception pupils started in
September and all had an older pupil
as their buddy. This has been very
successful in helping them to settle
and learn the routines at school. In
the photograph the reception pupils
have each presented their buddy
with a medal to say “Thank you.”

Friday 16th December
School finishes for Christmas
The new school year began with a
celebration of the Paralympics and
all of the classes were introduced to
new events such as blindfold football
and seated volleyball. We also
considered how we could adapt most
sports to allow for a person with a
disability to take part. This has been
so successful that Mrs Thornton,
our PE coordinator, has shared this
work with other school in the
cluster. She is planning to make this
an annual event as it helped pupils
develop skills such as cooperation
and resilience.

We have also been looking beyond our school and have made a
magnificent collection of Christmas shoe boxes to send with
T4U to give children who would not otherwise have a present
to open at Christmas. The school is also fundraising for
Children in Need and the School Council has organised some
events to raise money which they will then pass on to the
charity. We are collecting plastic bottle tops from milk bottles
to go towards Guide Dogs for the Blind. Please bring in your
washed tops to school and we will add them to our collection;
in order for us to use them they must have a 2 in a triangle on
the back.

In October pupils in years 2 and 3 went on a residential trip to
Malvern Outdoor. They stayed away from home overnight, which
was a first for some pupils. During the day they took part in
activities such as climbing, low ropes, zip-wires and a challenge
course. They had a fantastic time and came home exhausted, and
that was just the teachers!

Forest School is an important part of our learning at
Ashton and we use a variety of settings within the village.
Mrs Shiels and her team take the Reception and Year 1
pupils out once a week to investigate their local
surroundings and learn from them. This is a key part of
our work at Ashton and we know that this complements
and enhances the learning that takes place within the
classroom. The older pupils have also been out to use
Forest School as part of their work on Ancient Egypt,
where they designed and made a shaduf to transport
water.
At Ashton First School we continue to welcome members of the local community
to join in with our work at school. We are very fortunate to have a group of
fantastic volunteers who come into school to hear readers, help in classrooms and
share their skills in areas such as art, DT and sport. If you would like to come in to
school please come in and see us and we will be able to give you more
information.

Wishing you all a
Happy Christmas
from Ashton Under
Hill First School.
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Another new feature for you to enjoy.
We have a lot of talented people in Ashton!
If you would like to showcase your
business in one edition of the Ashton
News, please contact the Editor, details on
the first page. Kicking us off is Helen’s
lovely jewellery making business.

Come and try your hand at
silversmithing!
About five years ago I booked on a course of silversmithing
lessons and have been hooked ever since. It’s very
therapeutic, especially after a hard day at work – you can
take all your frustrations of the day out by hammering a
piece of silver!

Some interesting facts about silver:
•

•

I have had my jewellery in various local shops and galleries,
including the museum in Worcester; but also as far afield as
Dunster in Somerset. I’ve currently got some jewellery in the
Three Little Pigs in Pershore. I also do some craft fairs.

•

The art of silversmithing involves a range of diverse
processes and techniques such as stamping, hammering,
casting, shaping, reticulating and oxidising. Many of these
techniques have been used ever since the earliest beginnings
of silversmithing, which was before the 12th century. I use
sheet silver or silver wire and also silver clay. The techniques
I favour are hammering, reticulation and putting texture on
the silver by using a rolling mill. I enjoy finding shells whilst
on holiday and making a mould from them to use with the
clay. I also use antique teaspoons which I make into rings
and antique forks into bangles. I have my own hallmark at
the Assay Office in Birmingham.

•

I am now offering a beginner’s silversmithing lesson in my
new workshop. I’m not an expert, but I can teach basic
methods such as sawing soldering, different methods of
texturing and finishing. Hopefully you will come away from
the class having made a personal piece of jewellery and had
some fun in the process.
The lesson usually lasts for 2 ½ hours and costs £30 with
materials extra. Refreshments are included. Vouchers can be
bought as a present. I also have jewellery if you are looking
for a gift.
Please contact me: Helen Harrison – email
hm.harrison@btinternet.com or mobile 07747035686.

•

Mexico is the leading producer of silver,
followed by Peru. The United States,
Canada, Russia and Australia also produce
silver.
Silver is stable in oxygen and water, but
tarnishes in air because a reaction with
sulphur compounds to form a black
sulphide layer.
The most commonly encountered form of
silver is sterling silver. Sterling silver
consists of 92.5% silver, with the balance
consisting of other metals, usually copper.
The words for ‘silver’ and ‘money’ are the
same in fourteen languages or more.
There are no words that rhyme with the
English word silver.
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Cricketers in Ashton under Hill
celebrate ‘solid’ season for the club
Ashton under Hill Cricket Club recently held its Annual Awards. Cricketers met for dinner at the
Star Inn on Saturday, 8th October 2016. Both the first and second teams consolidated their
positions in Divisions One and Five of the Cotswold Hills League by finishing mid-table. First team
skipper Jack Perks reflected that after the first half of the season the team was in contention for
promotion, but following a number of losses the season ended in anti-climax when the last three
games were washed out.
The Awards
The First Team Player of the Year Award went to popular all-rounder JD De-alwis who
took 25 league wickets.
Jay Patel won the Batting Award for the most league runs, highlighted by a magnificent
148 not out in a losing cause against Winchcombe.
The Second Team Player of the Year Award went to Dominic Capaldi who amassed a
number of big scores and averaged 52. Second team skipper Dan Garland said he was
quite pleased with finishing fifth in Division Five, although after a spell of seven wins in nine
games, the team could have finished higher. Particular highlights included Simon Fell's 8-18
against Broadway II and a double century partnership between Dominic Capaldi and Mike
Banks at Rowington in which both batsmen scored hundreds.
The Sunday Player of the year Award went to Tom Watling for his consistent batting and
bowling contributions
The Clubman of the Year award was presented to outgoing secretary Alan Norcott for his
sterling work over many years.

Fifty three players represented the club this season and president, Bill Shirra, said one of the
main challenges for the club is to maintain adult playing strength and to encourage junior players
to make the step up to senior cricket. Bill highlighted a performance from 12 yr old Gabby
Capaldi who was drafted in at the last minute to play in a Sunday friendly against Bharat Sports
and took five wickets for just 17 runs. She is thought to
be the youngest Ashton player to have claimed a ‘fiveOther news
for’ in senior cricket! David Wood
The club's AGM takes place in the
Cricket Pavilion on Thursday, Ist
December 2016 at 8pm. All are
welcome.
Indoor nets start in March and new
players young and old are welcome to
come along. Look out for posters round
the village, facebook and the village
website for further details. Session
details can be found on the back page.
Left to right: Some of the award
winners: Jay Patel, Dominic Capaldi, JD
De-alwis and Alan Norcott.
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Ashton under Hill Open Gardens
2017
www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk

Are you interested in opening
your garden?

Dates for your diary
Please make a note of two important
occasions next year!
•

The 40th Anniversary Ashton under Hill
Open Gardens will be on Saturday 10
and Sunday 11 June 2017, with gardens
open from 1.00pm to 6.00pm.

•

The pre-event briefing and ‘Thank you
party’ will be on Tuesday 30 May 2017
6.30pm – 8pm in the Village Hall.

Forward planning and publicity is already in
hand for what we hope will be a very special
40th anniversary event. The members
of the Organising Committee
always welcome help, either
before the weekend or on the
day. If you can offer some
time or particular skills,
especially in marketing or
publicity, please contact
John Kenrick 01386
881431 or
johnkenrick@btinternet.com

For our 40th Anniversary event we’re hoping
for a good number of gardens for visitors to
see, so if you’re interested in opening, or
would like to think about it, please contact
Judith Hunter 01386 882087
judithunterm@hotmail.com or Jim Teague
01386 882761 jimteague@hotmail.com for a
chat.
Remember, as well as enjoying a variety of
village gardens, our visitors love to see work
in progress. They’re also happy to see a
selection of small gardens - especially if
they don’t have huge plots at
home themselves.
If you’d like to open, or just
want to talk about it, please
get in touch with Judith or
Jim by Tuesday 28
February 2017.

John Kenrick

Help wanted!
Are you web savvy? Good at internet research? Do you have a few hours to spare to help a community
event? The Ashton Open Gardens team is looking for someone who is able to spend a little time on a
small project over the next few weeks.
We have a database of approaching 100 garden clubs and societies – both locally and throughout the
UK - who receive our email newsletters in the weeks leading up to the event. We manage and track
these people using an email marketing service. However, we’d like to expand our database, using
contact information publicly available on the internet, so that our newsletters reach an even wider
audience.
If you have the internet skills and can spare some time, would you be willing to help with this project
please? Either Malcolm Nelson 01386 881778 marketing@ashtonopengardens.co.uk, or John Kenrick
01386 881431 johnkenrick@btinternet.com, would be happy to tell you more.
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The Star Inn
Ashton Under Hill

Friday Night is Music Night!
Once a month, on Fridays at 9pm, the Star will be hosting
musical acts. We were treated in October to versatile local
singer/guitarist Mark Welby who played great tracks from
the 60s to the present day.
As of writing, November’s act will be Cheshire Brooks, an
acoustic duo guaranteed to have you ‘tapping your feet’
apparently! Sure Ashton will do more than that!

Stop Press!
On Friday 16th December former Hollyoaks star and award
winning female vocalist Abi Phillips will be performing live from 9pm. The Star
recommends you book your tables early to avoid disappointment!

Festive Menus
out now!
Christmas is coming to The
Star! Ed and Vicky, Jenny and
Joel have already produced a
delicious Festive Menu, see
left. This year there will also
be a Festive Brunch menu
served on Boxing Day and
New Year’s Day. You can
choose from traditional and
vegetarian breakfast fayre;
American pancakes; smoked
salmon & eggs. There are also
delicious desserts and sweet
treats including an ‘exotic
fruit minestrone’! You can see
the menus by visiting their
website: www.thestarashtonunderhill.co.uk/menus.
php
Alternatively, drop into the
pub and pick up a leaflet.

VILLAGE MAILING LIST
If you would like to look at the village facebook page but don’t have an account; you can still view posts, but
unfortunately you won’t be able to download or open any documents, posters or pictures. The answer might
be to join the village mailing list. We promise you will not be bombarded with emails! Your email address will
not be shared with anyone else, either locally or with any external agencies, companies etc. It is stored in a
confidential Parish Council electronic folder. If you would like to be on the mailing list, please contact us at
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com. Alternatively, if you would just like to be sent information on an ad hoc
basis, just let us know at the same address.
Karen Rowley (Comms Cllr)
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Ashton 88 Football Club News

Achieving ur g als!
During pre-season new goals were installed at the Playing Fields. Sam Cope led the
instalment to ensure the posts were not erected off centre! These are proving a
successful addition to the team, making our home ground a fortress; the team are
unbeaten at home (at the time of writing!)
It has taken a lot of hard work to ensure this project was a success. The support
from the Ashton Social Centre, who donated generously towards the project, and
help from The Star Inn to assist with a 6-a-side tournament that took place on
Sunday 31st July has been instrumental in our achievement. The club is in a strong
position to continue its existence for many years to come!
On the pitch the senior squad have 24 players, which is considerably healthy for a
Sunday football team. The team lies just below mid-table in the Birdseye Evesham
Sunday Football League Division 3, with a game in hand. Graham Begley (6) and
Kieran James (4) are the current leading goalscorers for the club with Alfie Dawe,
Alex Johnson & Andy Hunter leading the goal assists charts. Graham Begley

Mobile Post Office
.

The mobile Post Office van continues to gain customers.
David and his van, which has wheelchair access, can be
found in the Chapel car park on Tuesdays and Thursdays
between 12:30 and 1:30pm . You won’t have very far to go
to post all those Christmas cards & gifts this year!
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Ashton 88 Football Junior Teams’ News

UNDER 9s
Ashton 88 FC Under 9s have played their
opening six games of the season in the
Ambassador Evesham Saturday Football
League, competing on a competitive level for
the first time.
The squad of 11 players (In school years 3
and 4) have performed exceptionally well
and have showed great progression in such a
short space of time. The team should be
extremely proud of their performances that
have seen a number of opposing managers
commenting on the team's morale, attitude
and abilities. On Saturday 1st October the
team recorded their first win of the season
and a week later pulled a two goal deficit
back to grab a draw. In other games the side
have narrowly missed out on a win but the
performances have outshone the final result.

UNDER 7s
15th

On Saturday
October, Ashton 88 FC took a
squad of ten players to our very first Under 7s
match again Bredon. With most of the children
only aged 5 or 6, the young squad performed
exceptionally well against an older Bredon side.
Four goals were scored by Ashton! .The team
are developing well and look in good shape for
their potential entry into the Ambassador
Evesham Saturday Under 8s Football League
in September 2017!

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
Any children wishing to join Ashton 88 Juniors
should contact Graham on 07725909808. We
are always looking for additional players to join
both our current Under 7s and Under 9s
squads, but would also be very interested to
hear from potential Under 11s who may wish to
play competitive football. We will also be
looking to develop and piece together the next crop of Ashton 88s stars over the next year, so any
children currently in Reception or moving into Reception next September (2017) should watch
this space for future sessions. Graham Begley
Ashton under Hill Playgroup is Ofsted registered for two to
five years (with childcare funding available for all three and
four year olds).
If you are interested in a space for your child, please
contact Ashton under Hill Playgroup on 882289, Ruth on
882014 or Mirka on 882105 to get an admission form.
Spaces will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

Ruth Barnett
Ashton under Hill Playgroup

Term time on
MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, WEDNESDAYS
& THURSDAYS
from 9 am to 3 pm
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We have now closed the gate on another year,
our third! We can now take a breather and
prepare /plan for 2017. Orders are going in
already for some beautiful plants and lots of
seeds!
It has been an interesting year. The weather has
been challenging for growing with, June being
very wet after such a promising start in May. In
the vegetable garden the beetroot fared well but
the carrots were disappointing. The sweet corn
was really sweet (what we had); unfortunately
the squirrels discovered it and ate the entire
crop from the bottom patch!
Despite the darker evenings and drop in
temperature, the chickens continue to lay well.
We have a flock of 16 (plus two old geese we
inherited with the property). Our grandchildren
love to collect the eggs when they visit and also
like them to eat. The nursery may be closed but
we are still selling eggs. Contact me if you would
like some.
The caravan site is doing well. We will be in the Caravan Club book when it is published
next month and anticipate bookings rising as a result of that.
The trees we have planted in the field have grown, nearly all surviving their first year. It
has been lovely seeing them poking their leaves out of the top of the tree guards.
Hopefully the deer will leave them alone and they will continue to grow well.
A big thank you to everyone who came to our coffee morning for Macmillan . We took the
leftovers to the Cricket Club Quiz night and found homes for the lot! You raised a
magnificent total of £405.
May we take this opportunity to thank you for your custom this year and hope to see you
again in the spring. If there is anything you need in the meantime, I am quite happy to see
you, drop me a text or ring.
Andrew and Jackie 07970718890 01386881884 email railsendnursery@gmail.com.

Jackie Locke

THE PARISH MINIBUS
Just to remind parishioners of this very useful service, based in our village. Two of its
regular services are shopping trips to Bishops’ Cleeve and Worcester which run on
alternate Fridays. The service is entirely run by volunteers and more are always welcome!
Contact Andrew Barnett on 881145 or at ashtonbeckford@gmail.com for more
information. Information can also be found on the back page.
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As ever it has been a busy time for Ashton WI this autumn. We are 75 years old and still going strong.
September was the month for the Village Fete and our ‘Tombola in the Rain’ as it has become known.
Fortunately we raised a good sum of £400 for the event and enjoyed doing it – really!
Celebratory Lunch
The most important date was our celebratory lunch on the
18th September when forty-four WI members, friends,
former members and husbands sat down to a ‘substantial
buffet’, suggested by Ruth Clarkson and set up in
advance . This worked very well as we had time to attend
the church service in St Barbara’s first. Thanks to the Rev
Christine Worsley for her help and to Marjy and all those
who read excerpts or prayers during the service. The
Village Hall had been decorated the day before in red and
white, enhanced by flowers from Doreen Parsons, and the
wonderful Mural of 1991, which we like to bring out for
special occasions. We started with a drink of celebratory
cava. The menu was gammon ham, coronation chicken,
super quiches and a colourful choice of salads; desserts
were trifles, berry mousses and special fruit salad with
plenty of cream and sherry. We all enjoyed a very relaxed
and friendly occasion.
Talks this year
Our talks have included a return visit in October from Michael Cope with ‘Ghost’, his barn owl. There were plenty
of interested questions after Michael had entertained us with his stories as well talking about the more serious
side of conservation. The other two Autumn talks have been on a ‘crafty’ theme. In September Wendy Stafford
from Offenham came to talk about stained glass making which inspired a follow up visit as a walk around the
village ending up at ‘The Art Pad’. If you don’t know it, there is a beautiful medieval street at the heart of the
village of Offenham where Wendy’s studio can be found. Several of us are keen to organise a session with her to
make our own stained glass panel, although it will be many years before anyone is proficient enough to make the
beautiful glass flowers that Wendy creates. November’s meeting was a hands-on session with stick weaving – a
simple way to use up odd wools and make all sorts of items. We had thought we were in for a demonstration of
peg loom weaving which is another form of this craft, but the speaker decided to teach us how to weave instead.
There was much merriment as we were ‘all fingers and thumbs’ but it was a good way to have a sociable
evening.
Annual Worcestershire WI Meeting
The Annual Meeting of Worcester Federation took place at the Malvern Three
Counties showground in October and 14 Ashton ladies attended. We enjoyed
the whole event. There was a Royal theme this year with speakers Brian
Cummings, a Chelsea pensioner, who was good fun, and Ingrid Seward from
‘Majesty’ magazine. We entered the competitions as usual but no particular
success for us this year. The theme of ‘Fun and Games’ produced some
incredibly good entries from WIs - our group entry of ‘A Picnic on the Hill’ was
praised for its lovely open feel of a summer day (see front page).
Fund raising events
Fund raising events have been held in the form of a Tea Party to raise funds
for Denman College, the WI educational centre and historic house in
Oxfordshire. Jen Creese also kindly held a Coffee Morning to help with the
fund raising for Barney and his parents. (see front page)
Christmas is coming!
We are looking forward to our Christmas meal in December and then on to 2017 with a new programme of
walks, talks and outings. New members are always welcome to join us on the first Tuesday of the month at the
Village Hall or for any other events. Judith Hunt
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Christmas comes to Ashton!
You are warmly invited to follow the journey to Bethlehem
this Christmas at St Barbara’s Church
Sunday 27 November

The Posada begins its journey. The “Posada” is the travelling
Nativity which goes from house to house in Ashton during Advent –
now in its eleventh amazing year!

Saturday 3 December

“Messy Church” Session - come and join in Christmassy craft
activities and help to make Christingles at The Old Farmhouse from
2.30 to 4.00 pm. Children and parents are welcome, tea, squash
and cake will be provided.

Sunday 4 December

Christingle Service at 3.30 pm
Children will receive Christingles and there will be a collection for
the Children’s Society.

Sunday 11 December

Holy Communion Service at 9.30 am

*Thursday 15 December Ashton Celebration of Christmas at 6.30 pm
*please note change of date Traditional and ever popular village celebration in words and music
including contributions from the Ashton Singers and Ashton First
School,
followed by mulled wine and mince pies
Collection for the local charity Caring Hands in the Vale

Sunday 18 December
11.00 am

Family Service with a Nativity Theme and a baptism at
Young readers and musicians wanted to take part!
Please contact Alex (881487)

Saturday 24 December

Christmas Eve
Crib Service at 3.30 pm
The Posada returns to St Barbara’s

‘Midnight’ Holy Communion at 10.00 pm
Sunday 25 December

Christmas Day
Family Service of Christmas Praise at 10.00 am
An informal service of carols and readings for Christmas

New Year Songs of Praise
Ring in the new …
You will be most welcome to join in a Songs of Praise Celebration of
New Year on Sunday 1 January 2017 at 11.00 am at
St Barbara’s Church with hymns and readings for the season, followed
by refreshments. Please let us know your choice of hymns, carols and
readings: contact Alex on 881487. Alex Dodge
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What’s On at Ashton under Hill Free Church
December 2016
Please feel free to come along:
Wednesday 7th from 10.00am
Coffee morning with bring & buy, all donations to Midlands Air Ambulance
*****
Wednesday 14th from 10.00am
Coffee morning will be followed by Soup Lunch at approx 12 noon (pre-booking
requested but not essential), carols and seasonal readings at approx 1.15pm
*****
Sunday 18th
10.45am Morning Worship with carols
6.00pm Candlelit Carol Service
Both services will be led by Rev. Wayne O’Leary and will be followed by seasonal light
refreshments
*****
Sunday 25th Christmas Day
9.30am Short Service celebrating Christmas
www.ashtonchapel.org.uk
email: info@ashtonchapel.org.uk
Contacts: Andrew & Joy 881145, Geoff 881740, Doreen 881656
or Joan 881237

Luncheon Club
Luncheon club will continue on the first FRIDAY of every month at 12.30pm in the Chapel Hall.
We are always pleased to welcome new visitors, and new helpers.
Please contact Joy Barnett on tel 881145 if you would like more details.
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ASHTON NEWS: VILLAGE CONTACTS
Tel No 881466 Mobile 07976 906653 Email: karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk

Name

Details

Contact
Activities

Contact details

Cricket Club (adults) Summer- Saturdays & Sundays Will Archer
881756
will@simplysedum.co.uk
Cricket Club (juniors) Summer- Thursdays 6-8pm
David Whitehouse 424393
dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com
Football Club (adults) Winter- Sunday mornings
Graham Begley
07725 909808 / 881206
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
07725 909808 / 01386 881206
Football Club (juniors) Winter- Saturday mornings
Graham Begley
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
Footpath volunteers Working groups
John Kenrick
881431
johnkenrick@btinternet.com
Gardening Club
Beckford V/H 4th Wed.7:30pm Doreen Brett
881565
doreenbrett@homegb.com
Guides
Village Hall, Wed. 7-8:30pm
Ali Stephenson
882052
Brownies
Village Hall, Wed. 5:45-6:45pm Leonie Watson
765420
lwatson1970@btinternet.com
Rainbows
Village Hall, Wed 4:30-5:30pm Charlotte Nicklin 07714 783545
Chapel Hall 12 midday, 1st Fri of
Lunch Club
Joy Barnett
881145
month
Friends & Neighbours Last Tues in month, 2-3pm
Margaret Darby 881862
ma.darby@icloud.com
Worcester 2nd and 4th Fri of
month. Bishops Cleeve 1st &
Andrew Barnett 881145
Mini Bus
3rd Fri of month
Private Hire
Andrew Barnett 881145
Parish walks
Summer evenings - Mondays Alastair Humphrey 881479
gmhumphrey@hotmail.com
Green Room: Mon, Tues, Wed, Ruth Barnett
Playgroup
882014 /882289
Thu 9-3:00pm
Green Room
Little Big Learners (Out Every school day, 3-6pm
Graham Begley - 07725 909808
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
of School Childcare ) All school holidays (except
Christmas)
First School inset days

Organisations
First School
Middle School
Free Church
Busyfingers, mums &
toddlers
Coffee morning
Parish Council
ASC - Ashton Social
Committee
St. Barbara's Church
Open Gardens (2nd
weekend in June)
Women's Institute
Ashton Bellringers

Headteacher
Headteacher
Main contact

881333
881426
881145

head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk
office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk
topcott@gmail.com

Chapel Hall Thurs 10-11:30 am Doreen Cope

881656

doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk

Chapel Hall Weds 10-12 noon
Chair
Clerk

Joy Barnett
Sarah Smith
Michelle English

881145
881070
860502

sarahttsmith@talk21.com
ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk

Village Hall and playing fields

Ian Facer

882171

rifacer@gmail.com

Priest in charge
Churchwarden
Chairman
Marketing Co-ordinator
Village Hall 1st Tues 7:30pm
St Barbara’s Church Tues Eve

Alison Peacey
S. Charlton
Andrew Barnett

Canon Matthew
Baynes
Alex Dodge
John Kenrick
Malcolm Nelson
Marjory Facer
Nick Hopkins

01684 772237
881487
881431
881778
882171
881711

mbaynes@toucansurf.com

alexdodge@waitrose.com
johnkenrick@btinternet.com
marketing@ashtonopengardens.co.uk
marjyfacer@gmail.com

Services
Ashton website
Milk delivery
rd

Mobile library – 3
Monday in month

Newspaper delivery

Information and events
Mon.Wed. Fri. Sat.
10:55 Gorse Hill
11:15 Cornfield Way
11:35 School

Malcolm Nelson 881778
Cotteswold Dairy 01684 298959

Monday to Saturday

Doreen Cope

mkn48@btinternet.com

01905 822722
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk
881656
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