
	
	
	
 

 

Ashton runaway success in the Wychavon Parish Games! 
	
For the first time we have entered a team 
into the Parish Games and, at the time of 
writing are doing rather well with a 
second place (out of 14 teams!) in Cross 
Country and good places in other events.  
 
The Games continue until the end of 
October and there will be a Presentation 
evening on the 23rd November at 
Bretforton Sports Club. 
 
You can read more about our progress in 
the Ashton Social Committee’s Report on 
p12  

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Summer	2017	

Ashton’s Cross Country team. From left to right: 
Claire Vincent, Joe Childs, Dave Taylor, Callum 
McIntyre, Matt Cyphus and Tracey Shipton 
 

The Cross Country 
trophy 

Keep	in	touch	with	village	life	at	www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk	and	on	www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil	

Bredon Hill-2016. A year in 
photographs 

Many of you will recognise this iconic view of 
scot’s pines on Bredon Hill. Local photographer 
Steve Gledhill spent last year capturing 
Bredon Hill in all her finery in photographs. 
Please see P11 for Steve’s story. 

Goodbye Malcolm, hello Andy! 
The AOG committee is very pleased to announce that 
Andrew Cooke is joining the Open Gardens Team to 
manage their Marketing and Publicity.  
 
This is the role performed tirelessly for many years 
by Malcolm Nelson, whose great work has attracted 
so many visitors to the event. The committee, and I’m 
sure all who take part in Open Gardens, would like to 
say a big thank you to Malcolm, who might at long 
last be able to enjoy his own garden, uninterrupted by 
bookings, emails and advertising paperwork! 

Is your internet slow? 
Do you regularly experience slow download speeds, line dropping 
and other issues? Simon Sellick is attempting to take on BT and 
see if anything can be done. To do this he needs to get as many 
households as possible to take part. You can help by completing 
an online survey here. www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/DQL32SJ. 
The survey is anonymous, although obviously addresses will help. 
Only Simon will see the survey, it is not public. Simon was 
instrumental many years ago in getting broadband for the village, 
so if anyone can help, he can! 

ANNUAL VILLAGE SOCIAL NIGHT 
After	rain	stopped	play	in	July,	the	Cricket	Club’s	
Social	Night	has	been	rescheduled	to	Friday,	
September	8th,	from	6.30pm	with	live	music	from	
The	Secret	Cabaret,	a	BBQ,	bar	and	fun	events	
including	the	ever-popular	egg	throwing	contest.	
Admission	is	free	and	a	share	of	the	proceeds	will	go	
to	the	Midlands	Air	Ambulance.		It’s	sure	to	be	a	
good	night!	

Our daring WI take up 
dragon boat racing! 
Read more about 
their adventures on 
p8 



Ashton	News	2	
 
  
	
	
	
Date:	Saturday	11th	November	2017	
Venue:	Ashton	Village	Hall	
Start	Time:	19:30	
Show:	Your	Bard	–	an	informal	audience	with	Will	Shakespeare		
(Drama	-	suitable	for	children	11+	years)	
Audience comments: 
"An intelligent, thought-provoking, entertaining and funny show, so engagingly performed."  
“Expected to be bored but it was mesmerising!”  
“Enthralling! If Nicholas has spoken at my school I would have been interested in Shakespeare. Now 
at 72 I am!”  
In the first part of the show, a fuddy duddy professor appears to be giving a ‘talk’ at his 
Local but he doesn’t believe that Shakespeare wrote the plays. That’s Will’s cue to kick the 
door off its hinges and defend his reputation.   
 
Bursting onto the scene in doublet and hose is the man himself, all guns blazing. He’ll tell 
you about his life, his work, what it’s like ‘on tour’ and the glory days at The Globe. He 
can’t resist performing bits of his greatest hits and there’s the odd sonnet and song too.  
 
Raise your glasses – there’s no escape from the Bard!		

………………………………………………………………………… 
Date:	Saturday	28th	April	2018	
Venue:	Ashton	Village	Hall	
Start	Time:	19:30	
Show:	The	Busquitos	-	Wicky	Wacky	Woo	
 
“… An amazingly talented quartet, and to combine all that musical skill with a big 
dose of humour is a rare combination …” 
“… extremely humorous and entertaining …” 
The Busquitos are a mad, great, swingin’, buskin’, band that will put a smile on 
everyone’s face. They will take you on a journey of musical genres: swing, 
calypso, rock & roll, classical and everything in between. They have been known 
to play a serenade, organize a limbo, a line-dance or get the audience to sing 
along to one of their upbeat, happy swingin’ songs.   

Dazzlingly funny, The Busquitos have proven to be one of the most dynamic acts 
to come out of Holland in recent years, with four CDs to their credit, 
performances across the globe and a bevy of awards.   
 
Musical entertainment for all ages - come and join in the fun. 

 
 
 
	
BHA Wildlife Area Progress Report 
Pupils at Bredon Hill Academy have been working to improve our wildlife area following a 
grant from Tesco’s “bags of help” award. We invested in a range of tools and equipment 
and decided to try to do as much of the project as we could ourselves with the help of the 
local community. We wanted to retain the biodiversity and character of the area and 
hoped that by doing the work ourselves we would sympathetically and delicately add 
biodiversity to the area which is used at lunchtimes and in lessons. 
Pupils carried out improvements at lunchtime, during Garden and Nature enrichment 
afternoons and at our weekly after school gardening club. With help and encouragement 
from local gardeners and generous donations of huge pieces of timber from local 
businesses we made good progress. 
 
Fixing our pond was the most daunting job and one that was too difficult for pupils to 
complete without help. An Environment Agency voluntary work party generously spent a 
day emptying vast quantities of soil from the pond and talking to our eco reps about their 
work. A new liner was purchased and a group of local volunteers kindly turned out to help put it in place, it soon became apparent that mechanical help 
would be needed as the liner was so heavy, in a few minutes a huge machine appeared, to save the day. By the end of the afternoon, work was complete 
and our biggest obstacle overcome, the pond is now lined and full attracting new wildlife instantly. 
 
Thank you to all volunteers involved for your hard work, advice, and support. The results are a beautiful example of a community project. Sara Bankes 
 sbankes@bredon.worcs.sch.uk 
 
 

Bring your own drinks, nibbles provided. 
Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from Geraldine on 881416. 
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First	School	PFA’s	Run	Around	Supper	
Once	again,	Ashton	Under	Hill’s	Run	Around	Supper	was	a	
great	success.	Now	in	its	8th	year,	90	people	came	along	to	
meet	new	and	old	friends.	17	different	hosts	(including	hosts	
in	Beckford!)	welcomed	people	into	their	homes	for	a	delicious	
array	of	starters	and	main	courses	before	everyone	returned	
to	the	village	hall	for	puddings	and	the	infamous	raffle.	A	
great	time	was	had	by	all	and	a	marvellous	£1,700	was	raised	
for	the	First	School.	This	will	go	towards	the	creation	of	a	
running	track	around	the	perimeter	of	the	playground.	The	
aim	is	to	get	the	children	trying	to	run	a	mile	a	day!			
	
Provisional	date	for	next	year’s	Run	Around	Supper	is	23rd	
June	2018	-	we	hope	to	see	you	there.	Claire	Vincent	
	
“We	thoroughly	enjoyed	it	from	beginning	to	end”	
“The	highlight	of	the	year”		
“Always	such	a	lovely	evening”	
“We	enjoy	it	so	much"	
	

Worcester	Animal	Rescue	
Centre	
Louise	Jarman	recently	
raised	the	fantastic	sum	of		
£540	for	the	Worcester	
Animal	Rescue	Centre.		Louise	
singlehandedly	baked	ALL	
the	delicious	cakes	you	see	
here	and	many	more.		Her	
‘cuppa	and	sticky	bun’	
afternoon	was	a	roaring	
success	and	the	house	was	
packed	with	appreciative	
cake	tasters,	as	you	can	see!	
Well	done,	Lou.	Ed. 
 

Maggie’s	Centres	
On	Sunday	23rd	April	this	year,	I	had	the	privilege	of	running	the	London	
Marathon.	The	months	of	endless	stretching,	running	around	the	park	on	cold	
winter’s	nights	and	more	blisters	than	I	care	to	remember,	finally	paid	off.	I	
was	delighted	with	a	time	of	4hr	41min!	The	crowds	were	fantastic,	and	it’s	
an	overwhelming	experience	I	would	recommend	to	anyone.	But	I	didn’t	just	
do	it	for	the	medal.	Generous	family	and	friends	donated	£2,559	to	Maggie’s	
in	Cheltenham,	who	provide	free	support	to	anyone	affected	by	cancer.	Thank	
you	to	everyone	for	your	wonderful	support.	Grace	Enright	
 
 

Ashton 
media 
star? 

Who is 
‘Morning 

Amble’, our 
mystery local 
BBC Weather 

Watcher? 
Pictures	©BBC	
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ASHTON UNDER HILL FIRST SCHOOL NEWS 

	
As I come to the end of my first year here at Ashton I wanted to take the time to think 
about why this school is so special. Ashton First School really is an important part of the 
community and so I wanted to use this issue to thank you all for your help and support 
to the school over the year.  
 
Here are just a few highlights of how we have worked with you and used the facilities 
within the village.  
 
Sports 
This continues to be a very important part of 
school life with the vast majority of pupils 
having attended sports based after school club 
this year. We have won the Netball tournament 
and the local schools swimming gala. We have 
also had rugby and football competitions with a 
local inter school tournament at the playing 
fields. The playing fields were also the venue for 
our house cross country race. This year we 
have appointed eight pupils to be sports 
ambassadors. They have organised sporting 
events in school and ran a Change For Life Day 
during sports week.  
 
Tennis  We have been very lucky to have Beckford coach Simon Filiatraut who has 
been in to teach Willow Class and used the Ashton tennis courts to do this. The lessons 
took place in snow, rain, wind and blazing sunshine earlier this term. We entered both 
Key stage 1 and Key Stage 2 teams into the local tennis tournament and the Key Stage1 
team won the regional finals whilst one of the Key Stage 2 teams came second. They both 
progressed through to the Gloucester County Finals at Oxstalls Tennis Centre in 
Gloucester.  

Cricket We have had a coach from Worcester Cricket club to teach Oak and Hawthorn 
Classes. They also ran a cricket club after school at Ashton Cricket Club. We were 
grateful to Dave Whitehouse, the children’s coach who helped out each week.  

Sports Day This was held at the playing fields 
which many parents, grandparents and friends 
cheering the children on. Our thanks go to Sam 
Cope and Dave Hunting for getting the field ready 
for us.  

Open Gardens This is, I know, a 
highlight in the village calendar and we 
were pleased to play a small part in it 
with our pupils proudly showing visitors 
around our garden. Thank you to the 
Open Gardens Committee for their 
generous donation to the school which 
we will use to buy new benches. 
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Forest School We are constantly reminded 
how lucky we are to live and work in such a 
beautiful village. Thanks to the generosity of 
local residents, who allow the children access 
to their land, our pupils have a wonderful and 
rich forest school experience. We were even 
able to visit Rails End Nursery with the 
youngest pupils in the school to plant seeds for 
our garden.  

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At the end of this term we  said a sad goodbye to Mrs Haynes who has been working in 
the school for seven years. We wish her well in her retirement. We also send our best 
wishes with the 17 pupils who will be leaving Ashton First School to continue their 
education at Middle School.  We are proud of each and every one of them and look 
forward to hearing great things about them from their next schools.  
Alison Peacey (Head Teacher) 

St Barbara’s Church has 
always been welcoming and we 
have held services there. The Open 
the Book team regularly visit 
school.  
	

PFA Our PFA have put on two 
wonderful events; Mexican Night and 
the now legendary Run Around Supper 
which both raised funds for the school. It 
is lovely to have so many members of the 
village joining us for these events. Thank 
you. 

Volunteers We continue to welcome 
volunteers into the school to help in 
classes with art projects, hearing readers 
or sharing their skills. If you think you 
could help us please let us know.   
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Ashton Guides meet on Wednesday evenings during term time. Our unit is made up of around 27 girls aged from 10 – 14 
and we also have a Senior Section group of older girls who join us for some of their meetings.  

At the time of writing we have just come back from our long summer camp 
near Malvern where we took part in a range of activities. Some of our 
favourites included: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

We also enjoyed a trip into Malvern where we went swimming and then 
took part in a charity shop challenge where the girls had £20 to spend 
and a list of twenty items, all of which had to be found and bought in 
charity shops. 
 
Our termly programme is planned by the guides together with our 

team of leaders.  This term we have taken part in fire-lighting and 
outdoor cooking; a visit to Pets at Home in Evesham; kayaking and stand up paddle boarding at Aztec Watersports and a 
family rounders match. We also helped serve teas and stewarded on the minibus during the Ashton Open Gardens weekend.  
 
In May we took part in a Big District Camp which involved all the Ashton units – Rainbows, Brownies and Guides joining 
together with other units from Pershore District. 
 
We are a popular group and do have a unit waiting list but if you are interested in joining our group, please go to the 'Join 
Us' (enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk/) or Girl Guiding website and follow the steps.  
Ali Stephenson, Ashton under Hill Guide Leader 

	
	
	
Ashton	Rainbows	is	a	Girl	Guiding	group	for	girls	aged	between	five	and	seven.	We	meet	
every	Wednesday	term	time	from	5:15pm	until	6:45pm.	I	have	recently	taken	over	the	
leadership	of	the	group	and	work	with	other	volunteers	to	run	our	weekly	meetings,	
together	with	the	planning	and	admin	that	comes	with	this.	
	
Get	Healthy	
Last	term	we	undertook	the	'Get	healthy'	Rainbow	Roundabout.	To	achieve	this	we	
completed	a	variety	of	activities	all	linked	to	health.	At	the	start	of	the	term	we	asked	for	
some	ideas	from	the	girls	and	these	are	the	activities	they	chose	which	matched	their	
badge	criteria.	All	the	Rainbows	got	a	badge	for	completing	the	activities.	

	
 We	made	healthy	blueberry	muffins,	fruit	skewers	and	fruit	faces	to	learn	about	

healthy	foods	
 We	went	on	a	walk	and	did	some	yoga	to	learn	how	to	keep	our	bodies	healthy		
 To	keep	mentally	healthy,	we	made	some	calm	jars	and	discussed	ways	of	dealing	

with	feelings.		

Round	the	campfire	
We	joined	up	with	the	Brownies	to	have	a	water	fight	and	play	water	games.		We	had	a	
campfire	and	held	a	fundraising	quiz	for	Battersea	Dogs	and	Cats	home	with	tea	and	
cake	for	sale.	
	
If	you	are	interested	in	joining	our	group,	please	see	details	in	the	Guides	section	above.	
At	the	moment	we	have	a	waiting	list	but	you	can	register	your	interest	prior	to	your	
daughter	turning	five.	Jemima	Barnett,	Ashton	Under	Hill	Rainbows	Leader	
	

 
 

I have just taken over the Ashton 
Brownies. Prior to this I was running 
Ashton Rainbows. We meet from 5:15-
6:45pm alongside Rainbows. This 
means some evenings we have joint 
meetings.   
Quiz Night and Campfire fun 
Last term we held a joint charity Quiz 
Night with all the parents and families.  
We also held a joint Rainbow and 
Brownie campfire. We toasted 
marshmallows and sang lots of songs.  
Badges 
Last term the Brownies worked towards 
their Healthy Heart badge. They had to 
carry out many tasks to achieve this 
including  keeping a food diary for a 
week; make a healthy eating poster; 
holding keep fit exercise evenings and 
going on a  walk up the hill.  
 
Brownies is for girls aged 7-10. If you 
are interested in joining our group, 
please see details in the Guides section 
above.  At the moment we have a few 
spaces and would love to welcome more 
Brownies to our friendly group. 
Charlotte Nicklin,  Ashton Under Hill  
Brownies Leader 

• Archery 
• Sleeping under the stars 
• Building shelters in the woods where we 

slept in hammocks 
• Cooking our meals on camp fires 
• Wide games 
• Building A-frame swing bridges over the 

stream 
	

Fleur Archer in her hammock and  
supper cooking below 
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Ashton	under	Hill	Cricket	Club	
 

       Seniors 
With the village cricket season fast 
drawing to a close, at the time of 
writing both Ashton First and Second 
teams have been involved in battles to 
avoid relegation from their respective 
divisions. The Firsts have won just 

three and lost eight games in Division One of the 
Cotswold Hills League as of the end of July, while 
the Seconds have won two matches and lost 10 in 
Division Five.     
 
But there have been some bright moments, including 
a memorable 97-run early season victory for the 
Firsts against Chipping Campden, one of the 
strongest teams in the league. Jayesh Patel scored 
115 and Mike Harris made 70. 
 
During August, Ashton has been taking part in the 
inaugural 'Bredon Hill Bash' 20:20 competition on 
Sunday afternoons.  
 
The club is still desperate for new players to help 
bolster its ranks and the occasional lack of players 
was evidenced by the Seconds travelling to one 
away game with only eight players. Please contact 
Jack Perks on 07785 384650 or 
email j.perks@live.co.uk if you would like to play for 
our friendly club. 
 

Juniors 
On a brighter note, the Juniors had a positive season 
with both the Under 11s and Under 13s completing 
all their games in the Cotswold Hills League. 
 
Three members of the Under 13 squad - Henry 
Rose, Mitch Berry and Hamish Sanger Davies - all 
made their debuts in adult cricket and performed 
creditably. 
 
The Under 9s squad once again competed well in a 
number of festivals including a very successful one 
hosted by Ashton.  
 
It was also great to see lots of girls taking part in both 
practice nights and in competitive matches and the 
Juniors playing the game in the right spirit. 
 
It was also encouraging to see so many adults 
coming down to the ground on Friday evenings to 
enjoy a drink and watch the Juniors practise. 
 
The award for Under 13 player of the season went to 
Mitch Berry; Under 11 award went to Eleanor 
Archer; and Most Promising Player award went to 
Kendra Parsons who, although only 10, played 
regularly for the Under 11s and a couple of times for 
the Under 13 team, also representing Worcestershire 
in a number of matches. David Wood 
 

	
	

School	Holiday	Club,	After	School	Club	&	Private	Tutoring	
The	summer	term	and	summer	holidays	at	Little	Big	Learners	have	been	
extremely	busy!	All	children	have	enjoyed	new	and	exciting	activities	and	
we	are	looking	forward	to	the	new	academic	year	ahead.	
	
If	anyone	is	interested	in	joining	our	small	team	of	seven	staff	members	and	
feel	they	have	the	skills	to	work	with	young	children,	then	we	would	be	
extremely	interested	to	hear	from	you.	The	role	would	include	a	small	
number	of	hours	during	term	time	(3-6pm)	and	hours	during	the	school	
holidays	(between	8am	and	6pm).	
	
Key	Dates	for	the	rest	of	2017	
Monday	4th	September	2017	-	School	TE	Day	(LBL	Is	open	and	taking	
bookings)	
Monday	23rd	-	Friday	27th	October	-	Autumn	Half	Term	-	NOW	TAKING	
BOOKINGS	

Monday	30th	October	2017	-	TE	Day	-	NOW	TAKING	BOOKINGS	
To	book	please	call	Graham	on	07725	909808	or	email	
littlebiglearners@gmail.com	
	

	

	The	Mobile	Post	
Office	visits	Ashton	(Car	Park,	
Free	Church)	every	Tuesday	
&	Thursday	12:30-1:30pm.			
Please	ignore	any	websites	
that	state	it	is	only	Tuesdays.	
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Another	busy	year	for	Ashton	under	Hill	WI	
	

Since May, Ashton WI has enjoyed two excellent speakers  – Ms Pam 
Slater from the Cotswold Perfumery and Mrs Joan Bomford from South 
Littleton. Joan is quite a local celebrity after winning the BBC`s Countryfile 
Country Hero award in 2015.  She regaled us with the exciting time she 
had when the film crew arrived on the farm and had lots of funny stories of 
her early childhood working on the family farm. She remembered driving a 
tractor at the age of eight!  Joan is 85 years of age and is still running her 
riding school and caring for her own herd of cattle.  Her motto for a long life 
– “hard work, and a good healthy diet”.  “I will never retire” she said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recent Visits 

o Several members enjoyed a visit to the privately owned 
walled garden at Croome which claims to be the 
largest Georgian walled garden in the UK. It has been 
under restoration and, when it becomes self-
supporting, hopes to be taken over by the National Trust. 
Well worth a visit. 

 
o Also in July we made our annual trip to our ‘twin’ WI, Ashton Keynes,  where we are always given a warm welcome. 

This time we were treated to Pimm`s and Puds to die for along with an excellent talk on the growing and use of culinary 
herbs. 

 
o Five members attended a fascinating talk arranged by the Federation at Worcester University given by Dr. Nicola 

Crewe and was entitled ‘Life through the Lens’, a forensic fibre story. 
 

o A busy July concluded with a guided tour of Upton upon Severn. We first visited The Tudor House museum and then 
had a guided walk around this fascinating little town learning about its history and the impact of flooding since the great 
flood of 1886.   

 

 
We never sit still in the WI! We aim to cater for all tastes 
and hobbies from cooking, preserving (as if!) and crafts of 
all kinds to a variety of outdoor activities and sports as 
you can see from the front page! So come on Ashton 
ladies – let’s have some new members to further inspire 
us and keep us going!  
 
We meet first Tuesday of the month in the Village Hall 
at 7.30pm. Contact: Marjy Facer 01386 882171  

 

Glorious	wisteria	at	Spetchley	Gardens	in	May	

CountryFile	hero	Joan	Bomford	

Coming up… 
Our future programme looks interesting. There are opportunities 
to try Go-Carting or willow weaving and talks on the 
Sedgeberrow Alpacas in September. 

Gardens, boating and walking in Eckington 
August will also involve visits to a garden in Eckington owned 
by an NGS member, afternoon tea included, and also a trip 
down the river Avon from Tewkesbury to Twyning, where we 
hope to have lunch at the Fleet Inn and those who choose to 
can walk back to Tewkesbury along the river bank. 
A wander round Hereford 
A visit to Hereford on 20th September has been arranged. The 
mini-bus  will be stopping for coffee in the pretty town of 
Ledbury. This will be followed by a tour of Hereford’s Cathedral 
and Bishop’s Palace plus all the other interesting things to see 
and do in this rural city. 
Journeys from Africa to the Arctic 
We are looking forward to welcoming famous photographer, 
James Boardman, in November (look him up on the internet).  
All village residents are particularly welcome to come to this 
special meeting on November 7th at 7:30pm  
 
	

Latest meeting 
We recently welcomed Jez Taylor, new Ashton 
resident. Jez manages the organic market garden at 
Daylesford and was a very enthusiastic and enjoyable 
speaker.  He brought loads of colourful organic 
vegetables which he grows on the Daylesford Estate 
and is full of encouragement for everyone to grow 
organically.  Everything at Daylesford is used – either 
sold in their shops or to other farm shops, or cooked 
in their café/restaurant.  Any waste, and there is little, 
is composted. Thank you Jez. 
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Take	time	out	for	yourself!!	
	
Do	you	ever	feel	really	stressed	out?	It’s	all	getting	too	much?	Your	anxiety	levels	are	increasing?		
	
Perhaps	you	have	a	need	to	talk	about	unresolved	problems.		At	Evesham	&	District	Mental	Health	
Support	Services	(	www.edmhss.org	),	we	provide	a	variety	of	different	therapies	which	could	be	
what	you	are	looking	for.	They	include;		
	
Counselling	which	is	provided	by	volunteer	counsellors	who	are	on	placement.		All	sessions	are	run	
in	strict	confidence.	There	is	person	centred	counselling		and	CBT	(Cognitive	Behaviour	Therapy)	
available	on	a	Monday	or	Friday.	
	
Complementary	Therapies	which	include	massage.	It’s	amazing	the	difference	this	can	make	as	

stress	affects	the	muscles	&	soft	tissues	and	massage	can	provide	respite	from	the	symptoms.		Andrew	our	massage	therapist	is	very	
experienced	and	he	is	highly	recommended	by	our	regular	users.	
	
EFT	(Emotional	Freedom	Techniques)	Otherwise	known	as	Tapping,	a	series	of	fast	and	easy	processes	for	just	about	anyone	to	
achieve	genuine	freedom	from	the	emotions	that	have	created	problems	in	their	lives.	
	
Neurolinguistic	Programming	(NLP)	Helps	you	understand	‘what	makes	you	tick’;	how	you	think,	feel	and	make	sense	of	everyday	
life	in	the	world	around	you.		With	this	understanding,	you	can	challenge	and	change	the	way	you	think,	view	past	events	and	live	life	
to	the	best	of	your	abilities.	

All	of	our	services	are	self-referral	&	donation	based	£15.00	a	session	if	you	are	unwaged	and	£30.00	if	you	are	working.			
	
If	you	are	interested	in	any	of	our	services	please	contact	us	on	01386	429454	or	email	edmhss@btconnect.com.	You	would	be	
more	than	welcome	to	come	and	visit	and	understand	more	about	our	work	here	and	the	services	that	we	provide.	We	look	forward	
to	hearing	from	you.		Sally	Earley	
 

	
It has been another busy season for 
hanging baskets, with over 150 sold 
(up on last year). The weather has 
been challenging at times, with high 

temperatures and little rain meaning watering has taken up a lot of 
our time. 
 
It was lovely to welcome the children from Reception and Year 
one at the First School to the nursery. We talked all about growing 
plants and they ended their visit by planting sunflower seeds to 
plant out back at school.  
 
We are always in a ‘work in progress’ state. For those of you who 
knew the nursery in Sally’s day, quite a lot has physically 
changed, but in the 4 years we have been here we hope you will 
find the welcome and the ethos have not. If you live in the village 
and have not visited us, do come and take a look. There is never 
any pressure to buy anything. You may just be surprised at what 
you find here. 
 
We are continuing to have a very busy summer on the caravan 
site. All our visitors have said what a lovely village we live in and 
how friendly everyone is (we agree). Several people have their dogs with them and are impressed by the number of 
lovely walks from the site. The other thing our visitors say is what a fantastic pub we have in the village - well done 
Ed and team at The Star. 
 
Our Macmillan Coffee Morning will be on Friday 23rd and Saturday 24th September. 10.30 -12 noon. Come 
along and support this worthwhile cause and enjoy a coffee, a piece of yummy cake and a chat. 
 
I have started to order new plants for next year which is always hard when this season is not yet over! We will have 
some autumn bedding: pansies, violas, primulas and a few winter baskets. We will also start our end of season 
sale then where all perennials will be reduced to make way for the new stock arriving for next year. 
 
Just a reminder that we will be closing for the winter at the end of October, opening again sometime in March 2018. 
Andrew and Jackie 

Hanging	baskets	earlier	in	the	summer	
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Runner	up:	Sara	Bankes	

Runner	up:	Rosemarie	Finch	

Winner:	Mrs	C	Pritchard	

Top	Three	Winning	Entries	in	the	
Photographic	Competition		

	
	

At	last,	we	were	lucky	with	the	weather	for	our	Open	Gardens	
Weekend	and	over	1000	people	came	to	this	year’s	event,	a	20%	
increase	on	last	year,	helping	to	raise	£8500	for	the	community.	
This	is	a	great	result	and	entirely	down	to	the	willing	efforts	of	over	
170	people,	both	on	the	day	and	in	the	months	leading	up	to	the	
event	itself.	
	

Contributions	have	been	made	to	current	projects	in	St	Barbara’s	
Church	and	the	Community	Centre,	which	include	proceeding	to	
the	next	stage	of	the	scheme	to	install	a	disabled	access	toilet	and	
kitchen	unit	in	the	church,	and	maintaining	and	improving	facilities	
at	the	Village	Hall,	Playground	and	Playing	Field.		Donations	have	
also	been	made	to	Bredon	Hill	Academy	Gardening	Club	and	
Ashton	under	Hill	First	School,	the	enthusiastic	gardeners	of	the	
future,	and	also	Ashton	WI	and	Ashton	Guides.	

	

Our	photographic	competition	proved	popular	again	and	you	can	
see	some	of	the	entries,	together	with	the	winning	picture	and	
runners-up	at	www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk	.	There’s	a	selection	
of	pictures	of	the	26	gardens	open	this	year	too.	
	
	
Our	visitors,	many	of	whom	came	back	on	the	second	day,	really	
enjoyed	seeing	Ashton	at	its	best.		We	have	had	great	feedback	

and	visitors	clearly	appreciated	our	hospitality,		our	refreshments	
and	the	warmth	of	our	welcome.	
	

Ashton	Open	Gardens	can	only	ever	be	a	success	as	a	result	of	the	
generous	and	willing	efforts	of	everyone	who	takes	part	in	what	is	
a	truly	village	occasion.	An	enormous	‘thank	you’	is	due	to	
everyone	involved:	to	all	of	our	garden	owners,	programme	and	
plant	sellers,	exhibitors,	exhibition	minders,	organists,	stall	holders,	
minibus	drivers,	tea	servers,	cake	makers	and	everyone	on	car	
parking	and	point	duty,	or	tidying	up	afterwards.	If	you	didn’t	open	
your	garden	this	year,	but	nevertheless	took	part	in	our	first	‘Open	
Front	Gardens’	to	make	a	good	impression	on	our	visitors,	
particular	thanks	are	due	to	you	too.	The	support	and	hard	work	of	
everyone	in	the	village	has	clearly	paid	dividends,	and	it	is	very	
much	appreciated.	We	also	thank	those	who	were	not	involved,	
but	who	tolerated	the	two	days	of	activity	in	the	village.		
	

The	planning	process	is	already	under	way	for	Open	Gardens	2018	
which	will	be	held	on	Saturday	9th	and	Sunday	10th	June	2018.	
Please	put	the	date	in	your	diaries	now!		

If	you	were	not	involved	this	year	but	would	like	to	help	next	year,	

or	if	you	have	any	suggestions	for	improvements,	please	email	

me:	johnkenrick@btinternet.com	
John	Kenrick,	Chairman	
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Steve Gledhill is a local photographer who last year 
decided to capture Bredon Hill in photographs throughout 
the year. Here is Steve’s story…. 
 
I was delighted to have been invited to present an exhibition of 
my photography project ‘On Bredon Hill -2016’ in St Barbara’s 
Church during this year’s splendid Ashton Open Gardens 
weekend. I thoroughly enjoyed meeting and chatting with many 
of you during the event. The exhibition comprised about 24 of 
the 250 photographs that I retained during 52 ‘photo-hikes’ 
throughout the year. About 9,000 were deleted! There was one 
big disappointment ... not a single flake of snow fell on Bredon 
Hill in 2016. So, no snowy Bredon Hill photographs.	

	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Several	people	have	asked	how	to	improve	their	own	
photography.	Here	are	a	few	suggestions:	

 Always	carry	your	camera.	Nowadays	phone	
cameras	are	amazingly	capable	in	terms	of	
exposure	and	sharpness.	They	work	well	for	
almost	any	image	that’s	only	to	be	seen	on	a	
screen.	If	you	want	to	produce	prints	larger	
than	about	A4	size	then	you’ll	need	to	consider	
a	more	sophisticated	camera.	

 Go	out	specifically	to	take	photographs.	And	
there’s	no	getting	away	from	it	-	if	you	want	
spectacular	sunrise	and	sunset	pictures	you	
need	to	be	up	and	about.	In	midsummer,	
sunrise	and	sunset	times	are	about	4:45am	
and	9:30pm!	

 Take	time	to	frame	your	image.	Once	you’ve	
decided	on	the	subject	there	will	be	infinite	
ways	of	positioning	it	within	the	frame.	Digital	
allows	you	many	tries	-	free	of	charge	-	so	
experiment.	Then	delete	all	but	the	best.	

 Simplification	often	helps.	Choose	your	
viewpoint	in	such	a	way	as	to	cut	out	
distracting	or	intrusive	‘things’.	Move	closer,	
or	further	away,	kneel	down	or	to	seek	a	
higher	viewpoint.	

 Learn	to	use	one	of	the	simple	photo	image	
applications	available	on	your	phone,	tablet	or	
computer.	Often	a	small	adjustment	to	the	
contrast,	brightness	or	colour	balance	or	some	
judicious	cropping	will	dramatically	improve	a	
photograph.	

 Take	a	photography	class.	That’s	where	you	
will	get	suggestions,	direct	feedback	and	
advice.	

	

Footnote: At the time of the exhibition I 
hadn’t completed the preparation of the book 
of my photography project. The hardcover 
book of ‘On Bredon Hill – 2016’ is now 
complete and I’ve just taken delivery of the 
one and only copy. I’m delighted with the 
quality of the printing. Details can be found on 
my website 
www.onbredonhill2016.wordpress.com. You 
can also buy and download the PDF version 
there and there is a preview of a few of the 
pages. The hardback is also available for 
purchase but the price is very high - a 
consequence of single copies being printed to 
order, I’m afraid. Please contact me through 
the website if you have any questions. Steve 
Gledhill	
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Ashton Social Centre Report 
 

Wychavon Parish Games 
Thanks to Tom Archer's leadership and 
enthusiasm, Ashton has entered the 
Wychavon Parish Games for the first time 
since they were started in 1978. We have got 
off to a good start, coming third in Bell 
Boating and second in Cross Country. There 
was so much interest in the Bell Boating that 
we put together a second boat by roping in 
the young and the old! Sadly the five-a-side 
football was cancelled due to lack of referees, 
but we are in the Junior and Senior Table 
Tennis in October, with strong teams, and 
we'd like to enter teams for Angling, Bowls 
and Darts. Please contact Tom at tommo.archer@gmail.com if you're interested. In the meantime, check out 
the Parish Games website (www.wychavongames.org) for details, 
dates and results. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
. 
 

	

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Music	nights	last	Friday	of	every	month	

 Events	nights	
 Pie	nights	
 2	for	£12/£14	special	offers	

Contact	Ed	or	Vicky		on		881325	

 

Have you seen our tables and 
tablecloths? 

There should be at least 10 of the small folding 
tables in the village hall, but a few are missing. 
Several blue tablecloths have also vanished. If 
you've seen them, or have some left over after a 
village event, please let Richard Close know 
(richard@murray-close.com). This is what the 
tables look like.	

The	Bell	Boating	team	in	action	top	right	and	above.	Back	L-R:	Richard	
Close,	Tom	Archer,	Toby	Birch,	Dave	Taylor,	Graham	Begley,	Rich	
Hiskens,	Matt	Gibbon.	
Front	L-R:	Ben	Taylor,	Harry	Archer,	Poppy	Archer.	
Other	crew	members	not	in	the	picture:	Richard	Crompton,	Jez	Taylor,	Oli	
Birch,	Matt	Cyphus,	Alison	Murray-Close. 

Dog fouling on the Playing Fields 
Despite many pleas, some dog owners are still not cleaning up after their dogs, and there is fresh dog mess on 
the football field and cricket pitch almost every day. The Social Centre will install signs and will also restrict access 
for dogs to the playing fields if the situation does not improve. If you have left your dog's mess on the fields in 
the past, please don't do it again. Bear in mind that there is a £80 pound on the spot fine for dog fouling, or a 
£1,000 penalty if you don't pay the fine. 

Urgently	needed	
Someone	with	good	IT	skills	to	co-manage	the	new	village	
website.	This	is	not	a	full	time	role	and	can	easily	be	fitted	
in	around	other	commitments.		The	website	will	not	be	up	
and	running	for	a	few	months	at	least.		Please	contact	
Karen	Rowley	at	karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk	if	you	
can	help.	Thank	you	in	hopeful	anticipation!	



Ashton	News	13	

Parish Council Report August 2017 
Summer has been quieter for the Parish Council.  We sadly have had a resignation from Janette Becket 
due to other commitments, and so have a vacancy for  a new councillor.  If anyone is interested in joining 
us, or would like more information about the role, please contact any member.  Details are on the contact 
list at the end of this newsletter. 
Rural Crime 
Rural crime is an issue in the area.  We have had repeated farm vehicle thefts and also thefts from 
vehicles.  The police request that residents assist them by being vigilant and ensuring that vehicles are 
locked and homes lit up.  Our local police officer and a ‘We Don't Buy Crime’ officer will be coming  to talk to 
the village about rural crime and how we can set up village groups to help fight crime.  The talk will  
probably take place after one of the Parish Council meetings and we will post details on facebook and on 
the PC notice board. 
Planning Applications 
We have received notification that a pre planning enquiry  will be made to Wychavon for the old Ashton 
Farm Shop.  The application is for a factory and warehouse/distribution centre for a furniture & fishing 
tackle business.  At this stage there are no firm plans to apply for planning permission, but we will keep a 
close eye on this.  The other larger local planning application to extend Long Carrant Park was refused, 
following their withdrawal of the planning application for holiday homes on the site after strong objection. 
Under the Hill Fest  
The Under the Hill Fest was held as planned at the end of May and was considered a successful event by 
those that attended and the organisers.  The only complaint we received was regarding the rather loud 
sound check on the Friday evening.  This was short lived, but intrusive at the time.  
Neighbourhood plan 
Despite a variety of attempts by the Parish Council to encourage involvement with a Neighbourhood Plan, 
no strong support has been received.  As a result, the project cannot go ahead; it is imperative that the 
village is actively involved in both running the project and supporting the outcomes.Sarah Smith (Chair) 

NEWS FROM THE FARM 
	
This year’s harvesting started in early July on the Oilseed Rape with the combines working well 
into the night. Yields were pleasing and the ground has already been cultivated in readiness for 
sowing in the early autumn. The weather had been splendid right up until the start of the 
school summer holidays but then the sunny days went and were replaced with dull, damp, cloudy 
conditions.  
 
Harvesting of the Winter Wheat began in early August in unsettled weather and is still 
continuing despite the cloudy skies. Cereal crops have fared well even with the early summer 
hot dry days as rain came just at the right time in the middle of May, they have benefited 
from these conditions because of the greatly reduced risk of fungal diseases. Everything is now 
ripening at the same time but each will have to wait their turn.  
 
On the hill the spring born lambs are now just about ready for market and good haylage was 
made in late June to ensure plenty of winter feed for the remainder of the flock. 

The summer break for students provides very welcomed additional labour for the Sedum crop 
where there is always much work to be done.   

The wild flowers have been magnificent in the conservation fields over the past two months 
these were full of hundreds of Meadow Brown butterflies, I even saw my first Large Blue. 
Unfortunately, Ragwort is increasingly becoming a problem. When hay is made its bright yellow 
flowers are dried and they become toxic to livestock causing illness and death through liver 
disease. This weed has to be hand pulled or “rouged” before mowing takes place. Conversely 
Ragwort attracts many butterflies and is a host to the cinnabar moth caterpillar with its black 
and yellow stripes. 

 Hopefully by the time you read the weather will have allowed much of the harvesting to be 
completed, until then it will be a case of watching and waiting. Charles Archer 
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Ashton 88 Football Club  
Junior Sections 

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 

TEAM	AGE	
GROUP	

SCHOOL	YEAR	GROUPS	
FROM	SEPTEMBER	2017	

TEAM	NAME	

Under	7s	 Year	2	 ASHTON	88	WASPS	

Under	8s	 Year	3	 ASHTON	88	HORNETS	

Under	9s	 Year	4	 ASHTON	UNDER	9s	

Under	10s	 Year	5	 ASHTON	UNDER	10s	

Ashton	88	Junior	preparations	
are	underway	for	the	new	season	
ahead.	Four	teams	will	compete	in	
the	Ambassador	Evesham	
Saturday	League	which	kicks	off	
on	Saturday	9th	September.	We	
have	successfully	recruited	
players	for	the	following	teams:	
	
	

BUILD FOR BARNEY 

On Saturday 29th April 
Ashton 88 co-organised a 
charity morning with 
Sheppey Swifts FC to 
raise money towards Build 
for Barney at the playing 
fields. With junior games 
and a Coaches and Parents 
Match between the two 
clubs we were able to 
raise £430 towards  this 
great local cause.  More 
on their progress below. 

Café in the 
Park 
Feel	free	to	come	
down	to	the	playing	
fields	on	Saturday	
mornings	to	cheer	
on	our	youngsters	
and	grab	a	butty	and	
coffee	at	our	pop	up	
'Cafe	In	The	Park'.	
All	funds	from	this	
go	directly	into	the	
club	to	support	the	
development	of	the	
Junior	section.	
	

ASHTON	88	MINIS	
This	year	we	have	additionally	
formed	a	MINIS	team	in	the	
village,	made	up	of	children	who	
are	currently	in	Reception/Year	
1	at	school	(moving	into	Year	
1/2	in	September).	Next	year	we	
plan	to	do	the	same	with	the	next	
crop	of	Reception	children.	
Anyone	interested	in	coaching	
the	next	group	of	young	
footballers	should	get	in	touch	
with	Graham	(07725909808)	
or	the	Chairman,	Jayesh	Patel	
(07713336763)	to	register	your	
interest.	Full	coaching	training	
and	DBS	check	will	be	provided	
by	the	club.				
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  Ashton 88 Football Club  
Senior Section	

	
 
The Senior Team finished the 2016-17 league campaign in 4th place. This was achieved with an impressive 
run of results; losing only two league games (both against the undefeated league winners) since November. 
Player’s Night highlighted the club's success with all members attending on the night. Graham Begley was 
awarded Players' Player of the Season, Alex Johnson was awarded Young Player of the Season and Adam 
Jenkins was awarded Manager’s Player of the Season.  
 
Leavers and new arrivals 
At the awards night we said farewell to Chris White, Lee Foxall, Mark Hall and Matthew Evans who have 
decided that this was their last season at Ashton 88. We have welcomed 5 new faces when pre-season began 
at the end of July. 

Forthcoming Fixtures and Events 
August is a busy month for the club as it sees the club host a number of events that are vital to our 
existence and events close to our history. Our annual 6 a-side tournament took place on Sunday 30th July 
with 16 local teams competing. On a yearly basis we also host the Tony Wilcox Memorial Match. This year 
this will be taking place on Sunday 27th August and traditionally features a number of ex-professional 
footballers playing for Ashton Re-United. 
 
On the 20th August this year will see two clubs coming together for the first time to celebrate the life of 
Ted Barker. Ted recently passed away in his sleep whilst stationed on his RAF base. Ted was an extremely 
likeable character who touched the lives of many. Both clubs have fond memories of Ted and look forward to 
sharing his memory.  Graham Begley 
 

Latest on Build for Barney….. 
Barney’s parents, Andy & Beverley, are delighted to 
say that Barney's lift is now installed and fully 
operational. No more carrying Barney up and down 
the stairs! This major milestone, alongside his wet 
room, has been the whole reason for the ‘Build For 
Barney’ project, which started some 9 months ago 
now. It has been life changing for them all. 
 
The two storey rear extension is complete and 
looking like it has always been there!  Last few jobs 
include installing a new kitchen; laying the floor and 
decorating Barney’s bedroom. Local help and 
support and fundraising has been hugely appreciated 
and has helped to make such a difference to their 
lives.   
 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved so far. 
Beverley, Andy and Barney 
beverley.29@hotmail.com 
 
 

Barney checking out his new lift, 
whilst Andy and friend work on 
the new floor. 
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Language	Leaders	2016-2017	
Meet	our	Language	Leaders:		
Lizzie,	Mattias,	Jack,	Jasmine,	Emma,	George,	Theo,	Will,	
Laurie,	Rebecca,	Scarlet,	Joe	and	Madlin.		
They	have	been	working	in	collaboration	with	our	Austrian	
partner	school,	organising	language	activities	and	updating	the	
twinspace	‘Let	us	grow	our	own	green	future.’	

	
	
	
	
	
They	are	in	charge	of	the	design	of	our	project	logo,	collecting	
weather	data	for	our	padlet	(an	online	virtual	‘bulletin	board’),	
creating	language	apps	around	weather	expressions.	They	
have	attended	a	live	event	online	with	our	Austrian	partner	
school.			

�World	Book	Day		
At	Bredon	Hill,	World	Book	Day	became	World	Book	Week!	Starting	on	
February	27th	activities	included	creating	a	book	tree	where	the	leaves	
represented	favourite	books	and	authors;	designing	bookmarks	and	bunting	
based	on	book	characters	and	settings;	word	searches	and	challenges	about	
books	in	the	library.	The	library	also	launched	the	10	Book	Reading	Challenge,	
which	encourages	the	children	to	read	at	least	10	books	before	the	end	of	the	
year.	The	aim	was	to	encourage	pupils	to	come	to	the	library	and	find	out	
about	the	books	we	have	on	offer,	to	inspire	the	children	to	read	books	that	
they	might	not	normally	choose	and	to	raise	money	for	Book	Aid	
International(www.bookaid.org)	Mrs	Oakley	

Primary	Languages	Festival	@PHHS	
On	the	3rd	of	April	2017	several	year	six	students	went	
to	the	Evesham	Arts	Centre	to	perform	in	the	highly	
exciting	and	educational	language	festival.	This	festival	
was	aimed	at	primary	schools	in	Worcestershire,	and	
pupils	of	different	age	groups	and	backgrounds	
performed	and	shared	their	learning.			

If	you	are	interested	by	our	International	work	and	would	like	to	help	in	
anyway,	or	provide	some	support	with	eTwinning,		please	contact	Anne	
Amzallag,	International	Coordinator.	British	Council	schools	

Ambassador.	international@bredon.worcs.sch.uk		
	

BIG	Dance	2017		
We	have	taken	some	of	our	dance	classes	out	of	studios	into	our	school	
gardens;	this	linked	to	our	eTwinning	project	‘Let’s	grow	our	own	
green	future’	–	where	we	have	made	something	extraordinary	out	of	
the	ordinary	–	filming	and	editing	dance	moves	and	phrases	inspired	
by	the	school	garden.	This	film	was	then	presented	in	our	Arts	
showcase,	surprising	ourselves	and	the	audience	by	our	own	
achievements.	We	have	also	been	working	closely	with	Dancefest,	a	
charity	whose	work	is	based	in	Worcestershire	and	Herefordshire,	and	
whose	aim	is	to	“enable	anyone	to	experience	the	joy	of	dance.	In	their	
eyes	everyone	is	a	dancer,	regardless	of	age,	ability	or	experience”.	At	
BHA,	we	very	much	adhere	to	Dancefest’s	vision,	that	dance	makes	a	
difference	to	people’s	lives.	We	want	to	encourage	both	performer	and	
audience	to	look	at	the	world	around	them	in	a	different	way.		

Coding	Workshop,	Warsaw	
Having	attended	this,	Miss	Madden	and	two	other	teachers	
from	Poland	and	Norway	have	decided	to	create	a	coding	
eTwinning	project	called	the	‘The	Cultural	Detectives’.	This	
project,	starting	in	September	2017,	will	allow	students	from	
different	countries	to	work	in	collaboration	on	decoding	a	
range	of	messages	sent	from	the	schools,	allowing	BHA	
pupils	to	acquire	knowledge	about	the	different	partners	
and	learn	other	important	facts	about	their	countries	e.g.	
food	and	landmarks.	This	learning	through	coding	will	build	
on	problem	solving	and	analytical	skills	amongst	pupils.	They	
will	be	focusing	on	a	different	type	of	code	each	term	e.g.	
Morse,	Cipher.	
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SuperHomes. Are you doing your bit to reduce 
carbon emissions? 
Ashton under Hill’s very own SuperHome will be open on 
Saturday 9th September with free guided tours revealing 
its energy secrets. 
 
Trevor and Barbara Roberts have renovated their 1968 
dormer bungalow to achieve a 69% reduction in carbon 
emissions. 
 
If you would like to visit please go to 
www.superhomes.org.uk/220  where you can find full 
details of their home and reserve a time slot for your 
visit. 

 
News from St Barbara’s Church 

 

Garden Tea Party for the CATCH Project, Mzamomhle, South Africa 
 

We	are	delighted	to	report	that	the	tea	party	held	
at	The	Old	Farmhouse	in	Ashton	on	2	July	has	raised	
£410	for	the	CATCH	Project:		many	thanks	to	
everyone	who	supported	the	event	and	who	gave	
so	generously	to	achieve	this	excellent	result.		We	
have	received	a	message	of	heartfelt	thanks	from	
Sue	Davies,	their	leader.	

	

Mzamomhle,	where	the	CATCH	Project	is	based,	is	a	community	where	
40,000	residents	live	mainly	in	makeshift	shacks,	mostly	with	no	sanitation	
or	running	water.		CATCH	reaches	more	than	1,000	women	and	children	
directly	each	week,	providing	essential	services	of	food,	education,	health	
training	and	the	means	to	grow	their	own	vegetables	for	the	poorest	
families.		17-year	old	girls	receive	extra	educational	resources	to	help	
them	with	their	school	work	–	they	call	themselves	‘The	Fabulous	Girls’!		
Completing	their	schooling	increases	the	chance	of	further	training	or	
employment.		CATCH	is	currently	providing	school	holiday	clubs	for	150	
boys	aged	9-14,	with	breakfast	and	lunch,	and	training	in	environmental	
education.	
	

Since	our	Tea	
Party,	we	have	heard	from	Sue	that	they	have	lost	some	of	their	
major	donors,	as	a	result	of	which	they	are	struggling	to	find	
enough	funds	to	feed	the	children,	a	vital	part	of	their	work	with	
the	AIDS	orphans	in	their	care.	

	

Will	you	help	with	a	donation?	
Whatever	you	can	give	will	be	hugely	appreciated	and	goes	
directly	to	where	it	is	most	needed.		Please	drop	your	donation	in	
to	Alex	Dodge	who	will	forward	it	to	the	CATCH	team.		Cheques	
can	be	made	out	to	‘Mzamomhle	Support’.	
 

Thank you so much for your support 
For further information or to make a donation, please contact 
Alex Dodge on 01386 881487 or at The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road. 
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Autumn Songs of Praise in St Barbara’s Church, Ashton 
Sunday 3 September at 6.00 pm 

Please join us for an informal service of hymns and readings to celebrate the forthcoming 
season of mists and mellow fruitfulness at our last evening service of the summer.  Come and 
enjoy a ‘good sing’ and stay for refreshments after the service. 
 

Harvest Festival in St Barbara’s Church 
Sunday 1 October 

Harvest Messy Church 
Saturday 30 September 

 
You are warmly invited to celebrate Harvest Festival in St Barbara’s Church on Sunday 

1 October at 11.00 am.  Please come and join in a family service of Praise and 
Thanksgiving for the Harvest - children - of all ages! - are especially welcome.  We would be 
grateful for donations of harvest gifts to be distributed to elderly residents in the village after the 

service; any surplus will be taken to Caring Hands in the Vale in Evesham.  Contributions of 
flowers, fruit and vegetables to decorate the church will be greatly appreciated - please bring 

along to St Barbara’s on the morning of Saturday 30 September.  There will be a collection for 
the charity Water Aid. 

Seasonal refreshments will be served after the service 
 

Children and parents are very welcome to come to a Messy Church Session on Saturday 
30 September from 2.30 to 4.00 pm at The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road.  There will be 
creative Harvest-related activities, followed by tea and cake.  If you would like to join in, or 
would like to know more, please contact Alex on 881487. 

 
********************************************** 

Advance Notice – Christmas is coming to Ashton! 	
 

There will be a Christmas Fair for St Barbara’s Church and St Richard’s Hospice on 
Saturday 18 November at the Village Hall, Elmley Road, Ashton, from 2.00 to 4.00 pm.   

This is the ideal opportunity to buy your Christmas cards, gifts and crafts, 
cakes and preserves, as well as a raffle, tombola and lots of goodies, 

plus seasonal refreshments. 
 

If you would like to contribute your time and talents to support St Richard’s and St Barbara’s, 
please contact Alex Dodge at The Old Farmhouse, or on 881487 – we would be delighted to 
hear from you.  Contributions to stalls and raffle will be most welcome. 
 

All proceeds will be shared between St Richard’s Hospice and St Barbara’s Church 
 

	
	

VILLAGE MAILING LIST 
If	you	would	like	to	look	at	the	village	facebook	page	but	don’t	have	an	account;	you	can	still	view	posts,	but	unfortunately	
you	won’t	be	able	to	download	or	open	any	documents,	posters	or	pictures.		The	answer	might	be	to	join	the	village	mailing	
list.		We	promise	you	will	not	be	bombarded	with	emails!		Your	email	address	will	not	be	shared	with	anyone	else,	either	
locally	or	with	any	external	agencies,	companies	etc.		It	is	stored	in	a	confidential	Parish	Council	electronic	folder.	If	you	
would	like	to	be	on	the	mailing	list,	please	contact	us	at	ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com.	Alternatively,	if	you	would	just	
like	to	be	sent	information	on	an	ad	hoc	basis,	just	let	us	know	at	the	same	address.			
Karen	Rowley	(Comms	Cllr)	
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What’s	On	at	Ashton	under	Hill	Free	Church	
Summer	&	Autumn	2017	

	

Please	feel	free	to	come	along:	
	

Every	Sunday	
10.45am	Morning	Worship	service	
followed	by	light	refreshments.	
6.00pm	Evening	Worship	service	

Harvest	Festival	will	be	on	September	24th	
See	Chapel	Notice	Board	or	web-site	for	up-to-date	details	

	

Last	Tuesday	of	every	Month	from	2.00pm	
	Friends	&	Neighbours	

An	opportunity	for	meeting	over	a	cup	of	tea	and	a	biscuit,	always	with	something	
interesting	laid	on	

	

Every	Wednesday	from	10.00am	to	Midday	
Coffee	morning	

All	donations	to	Midlands	Air	Ambulance	
	

Alternate	Wednesdays	from	2.30pm	
Bright	Hour		

More	tea	and	biscuits	together	with	singing	and	something	to	think	about!		
Re-starts	in	September	after	summer	break	

	

Every	Thursday	from	10.00am	to	Midday	during	term-time	
Busy	Fingers	

For	mums	(or	dads	or	grandparents)	and	toddlers	–	re-starts	7th	September	
	

www.ashtonchapel.org.uk	
email:	info@ashtonchapel.org.uk	

	

								Contacts:	Andrew	&	Joy	881145,	Geoff	881740,	Doreen	881656,	
or	Joan	881237	

	

  
Luncheon Club 

 
Luncheon club will continue on the first FRIDAY of every month at 12.30pm in the Chapel Hall. 
We are always pleased to welcome new visitors, and new helpers. 
Please contact Joy Barnett on tel 881145 if you would like more details. 
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ASHTON	NEWS:	VILLAGE	CONTACTS	
Tel	No	881466			Mobile	07976	906653				Email:	karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Name	 Details	 Contact		 Contact	details		
Activities	

Cricket	Club	(adults) Summer-	Saturdays	&	Sundays	 Will	Archer	 881756																																will@simplysedum.co.uk 
Cricket		Club	(juniors)	 Summer-	Thursdays	6-8pm	 David	Whitehouse	 424393																			dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com 
Football	Club		(adults) Winter-	Sunday	mornings	 Graham	Begley	 07725	909808	/	881206								frankiel@hotmail.co.uk	
Football	Club		(juniors) Winter-	Saturday	mornings	 Graham	Begley	 07725	909808	/	881206								frankiel@hotmail.co.uk	
Footpath	volunteers	 Working	groups		 John	Kenrick		 881431																								johnkenrick@btinternet.com 
Gardening	Club	 Beckford	V/H	4th	Wed.7:30pm	 Roger	Umpelby	 881449																roger@bugman.free-online.co.uk	
Guides	 Village	Hall,	Wed.	7-8:30pm	 Ali	Stephenson	 882052		 
Brownies	 Village	Hall,	Wed.	5:45-6:45pm	 Jemima	Barnett	 																																															jemmimaob@gmail.com	
Rainbows	 Village	Hall,	Wed	4:30-5:30pm	 Charlotte	Nicklin	 07714	783545	 
Lunch	Club	 Chapel	Hall	12pm,	1st	Fri	of	

month	 
Joy	Barnett	 881145	 

Friends	&	Neighbours	 Last	Tues	in	month,	2-3pm	 Margaret	Darby	 881862																																		ma.darby@icloud.com	
Worcester	2nd	&	4th	Fri	
Bishops	Cleeve	1st	&	3rd	Fri	 Andrew	Barnett	 881145	 

Mini	Bus	 
Private	Hire	 Andrew	Barnett	 881145 

Parish	walks	 Summer	evenings	-	Mondays	 Alastair	Humphrey	 881479																										gmhumphrey@hotmail.com 

Playgroup	 Green	Room:	Mon,	Tues,	Wed,	
Thu	9-3:00pm	

Ruth	Barnett	
Green	Room	 882014	/882289		

Little	Big	Learners	(Out	
of	School	Childcare	)	

	Every	school	day,	3-6pm		
All	holidays	(except	Christmas)	
First	School		inset	days	

Graham	Begley	-		 07725	909808																littlebiglearners@gmail.com	

Organisations	
First	School	 Headteacher	 Alison	Peacey	 881333																											head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk	 
Middle	School	 Headteacher	 S.	Charlton	 881426																									office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk	 
Free	Church Main	contact	 Andrew	Barnett	 881145																																								topcott@gmail.com	 
Busyfingers,	mums	&	
toddlers	 Chapel	Hall	Thurs	10-11:30	am Doreen	Cope	 881656																										doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk	 

Coffee	morning	 Chapel	Hall	Weds	10-12	noon	 Joy	Barnett	 881145	 
Chair	 Sarah	Smith	 881070																													sarahttsmith@talk21.com 

Parish	Council	 
Clerk	 Michelle	English	 860502																						ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk	 

ASC	-	Ashton	Social	
Committee	 

Village	Hall	and	playing	fields	 	Ian	Facer 882171                                     rifacer@gmail.com	

Priest	in	charge	 Canon	Matthew	
Baynes	 

01684	772237																mbaynes@toucansurf.com	 
St.	Barbara's	Church	 

Churchwarden Alex	Dodge	 881487																													alexdodge@waitrose.com	 
Chairman	 John	Kenrick	 881431																								johnkenrick@btinternet.com Open	Gardens	(2nd	

weekend	in	June) Marketing	Co-ordinator Andrew	Cooke 881715																												andy@thecookies.org.uk	
Women's	Institute	 Village	Hall	1st	Tues	7:30pm	 Marjory	Facer	 882171																																		marjyfacer@gmail.com	 
Ashton	Bellringers 	St	Barbara’s	Church	Tues	Eve		 Nick	Hopkins	 881711	

The	Star	Inn	 Open	daily	 Ed	&	Vicky	Spiers	
881325									thepub@thestar-ashtonunderhill.co.uk	
	

Services 
Ashton	website	 Information	and	events	 Malcolm	Nelson	 881778																																	mkn48@btinternet.com	 
Milk	delivery	 Mon.Wed.	Fri.	Sat.	 Cotteswold	Dairy		 01684	298959	

Mobile	library	–	3rd	
Monday	in	month	 

10:55	Gorse	Hill	
11:15	Cornfield	Way	
11:35	School	

 
01905	822722	
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk	 

Newspaper	delivery	 Monday	to	Saturday	 Doreen	Cope	 881656	 

Mobile	Post	office Tues	&	Thu	12:30-1:30pm	
Free	Church	car	park	

David	(Driver)	 Enquiries	to	Parish	Council,	details	above	


