
		
	

	
Dogs on leads on 

the Playing Fields 
We	have	been	regularly	
posting	pleas	for	dog	
owners	to	clean	up	after	

their	dogs.	
Unfortunately	
this	has	fallen	on	
deaf	ears	and	
there	is	fresh	
dog	mess	on	the	
football	field	and	
cricket	pitch	
almost	every	
day.		It	is	
therefore	with	
regret	that	the	Social	Centre	has	imposed	a	‘dogs	on	
leads’	rule	on	the	playing	fields.		
	
It	is	a	great	shame	that	the	action	of	a	few	
irresponsible	dog	owners	will	affect	those	of	you	
that	always	clear	up	after	your	dogs.	If	you	have	left	
your	dog's	mess	on	the	fields	in	the	past,	please	
don't	do	it	again.	Bear	in	mind	that	there	is	a	£75	on	
the	spot	fine	for	dog	fouling	with	a	£1,000	penalty	
for	non	payment.	Thank	you.	Ashton	Social	Centre	

Summer	2018	

Keep	in	touch	with	village	life	at	www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk	and	on	www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil	

It’s Fete Year!  
As you probably all know, our 
village holds its annual fete 
every two years. You know it’s 
fete year if the year is an even 
number. This year’s fete will be 
on 8th September 2018. More on 
P2&3 

Goodbye and thank you,  
Alex & John  

 
John and Alex Dodge lived in Ashton for over 20 
years. During that time they became real mainstays of 
the village, offering their services, and often the Old 
Farmhouse, to a myriad of good causes.   
 
Both were very involved with St Barbara’s church. 
John became a Lay Reader and Alex was Church 
Warden and secretary. I am sure everyone will agree 
that the Celebration of Christmas service at St 
Barbara’s just won’t be the same without John 
introducing the choir and the First School children in 
their Christmas hats! 
 
The Dodges also let their house be transformed into 
the annual St Richard’s Hospice Christmas fair for 
many years. 
																 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex & John were on the Open Gardens committee for 
many years, helping it to grow from strength to 
strength. Alex’s jams and preserves were legendary 
and as well as supplying the cream teas, she sold 
many dozens of jars to appreciative visitors and 
villagers over the years.  
 
There will be many roles to fill now that Alex and John 
have moved and we can only hope that we can all do 
as good a job as they did.  The Dodges have only moved 
to Broadway, so maybe we can welcome them to AOG 
next year and give them the chance to see all those 
gardens they have missed over the years! The Editor 

SAVE	THE	TREES!	

	

Would you consider receiving your newsletter 
electronically only?  Here are some compelling reasons 

to do so…! 
 

 Reduce printing costs  
 Help the environment 

 Save work for the amazing Laurence (no longer a 
spring chicken!) in Beckford who voluntarily prints 
out hundreds of copies of both Ashton News and 

the Parish Magazine several times a year 
 Save work for the equally brilliant Penny and her 

loyal team of delivery people 
 

BEST OF ALL… 
The newsletter looks so much better in full colour and 
won’t clutter up your house! You can see for yourself 
by visiting the website (www.ashtonunderhill.org or 

facebook (details on p8) 
Please contact Karen on karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk 

if you would like to switch. 



	 Ashton	News	2	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Young people- more for you in 2018! 
The Fete Committee has been meeting for some months now planning events. In 2018 there will be 
exciting new attractions as well as familiar ones.  
 
We are aiming to have more for younger visitors (and older ones who think they are still young) 
including a climbing wall, velcro wall, bouncy castles and slides, egg throwing and ‘welly wanging’ 
competitions. 
 
Old favourites will include Guess the Weight of the Sheep, Brain of Ashton, Bowling, Skittles, 
Tombola, the famous Tug of War, Running Races and more. As usual there will be a variety of 
stalls for you to enjoy including those selling local Ashton produce. We hope to see you all there! 
 

The Produce Show 
Prizes for best fruit and vegetables in the show including beans, beetroot, potatoes, parsnips, 
onions and just about anything else you can think of. There will be ‘biggest’ competitions, including 
prizes for the longest bean and heaviest apple, marrow, potato and pumpkin.   
 
There are also the usual classes for flowers, as a group and as a single bloom and the floral art 
competitions with special sections for men only to enter their floral displays. 
 
There is always a photographic competition, but this year we have lots of new classes to enter 
including Men and/or Women at Work and Pets as well as the traditional classes covering action 
shots, nature in Ashton and children at play.  
 
New for 2018 is the Arts & Crafts section. This year you will have the chance to enter the 
following new classes: 

 Embroidery piece 
 Paintings- water colours or other media  
 Hand knitted characters or figures 
 Upcycling - articles created from recycled materials 

 
The children’s section has been expanded with new classes including: 

 Decorated pebbles or plant pots 
 Characters created from vegetables 
 Baking 
 Flower growing 

 

You should all have had the programme and entry form delivered through 
your door by now. 

 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Music & 
dancing! 

As well as the traditional 
barn dance in the evening 

we are also planning to have 
contemporary music in the 

early evening. As the 
afternoon melts into the 

evening, enjoy a drink from 
the bar, listen to mellow 
music and wait for barn 

dance fun to begin! 
 
 
 

……and of course The Dog Show 
It was so popular in 2016 that we just had to have it 
again. Details are still to be finalised but you can bet 
there will be prizes for the dog with the waggiest tail 
and the one that looks most like its owner – and lots 
lots more. 
 
 

Food and Drink 
The Café will be open all afternoon 

serving tea and cakes all made in the 
village. 

 

The cricket club bar will be open all day 
this year serving drinks during the 

afternoon festivities and through the 
evening barn dance. As you would 

expect there will be real ale and cider 
as well as lager, wine and soft drinks. 

 

The Star will be running their usual all-
day barbecue with some more exotic 
options from The Star’s grill in the 

evening! 
 
 Volunteers 

We are looking for people to help us deliver all of 
these fun and games. If you are able to help 
either on the day, helping on the bar, making 
cakes, serving cakes, supervising the bouncy 

castles, helping put up and take down marquees, 
etc, please get in touch with us: 

 
Andy or Sheila: 881715, Sarah: 881070,  

Rob: 882640 or Simon: 882812 
 
	

Poster Competition 
Every year we get an image created for the front of 
the programme and for our publicity. This year we 
thought we would do something a little different and 
invite the children of Ashton First School to design 
us a poster. The children took on that challenge with 
great enthusiasm with more than 20 posters 
created. This made it very difficult to judge! The 
committee and Mrs Peacey, headteacher, used an 
elimination method to eventually get down to four 
favourites. Then there was the really difficult job of 
picking a winner and two runners up. In the end 6yr 
old Indie Price’s lovely picture of dogs, bouncy 
castles, fruit, veg and flowers was the narrow 
winner. Close behind were Eliza Harvey, 7, and Nicola 
Leaver, 10.  We couldn’t exclude the fourth of the 
last four so Phoebe Taylor’s lovely picture of dogs 
and tents and flowers also won a ‘Highly Commended’ 
award. 
 

The Barn Dance 
The fete evening is always 
completed with a barn dance and 
that will be the same again this 
year.  The barn dance is always 
huge fun with a band and a caller 
and dancing in the marquee until 
10:30pm. Barn dance tickets are 
available now and are £5 per adult 
over 16 and £2 juniors (under 16). 
A family ticket is available at £12.     
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 NEWS	FROM	THE	FARM	

	
There is one hot topic at the time of writing, and that is the weather. Almost everyone is 
enjoying these hot sunny days but they also admit to the fact that we could do with some 
rain. We have experienced some weather extremes during 2018 and it does not seem that 
long ago since we were talking about the ‘Beast from the east’. The conditions were damp 
and cold through to the end of April, record high temperatures on the May Day bank 
holiday followed by periods of sunshine, thunder and rain. The weather settled down for 
Ashton Open Gardens and it has been predominantly hot and dry since then. 
 
Up until the beginning of June crops were looking very favourable but the drought has 
taken its toll meaning that yields will be way down especially in crops like beans and 
linseed. We expected harvesting would begin much earlier this year, but it was more or 
less normal with the oilseed rape and winter barley. However, the winter wheat and beans 
were three weeks earlier with most having been harvested by the first week of August. 
Storms during the last weekend of July brought harvesting to a temporary standstill. 
Although the rain was welcome, it came too late to help the combinable crops. It will be a 
help, though,  in preparing the ground for new seedbeds. 
 
There was very little grass in the fields at the end of April, but then it grew rapidly resulting 
in a good crop of hay and silage. Now the fields have turned parched and brown. 
 
Sedum, which has shallow roots, needs regular watering but water for irrigation has 
become limited so priority has been given to just watering the established crop.  This 
means no more sedum will be sown until the weather changes. 
 
Many people are likening this year to 1976. Although there are some similarities, it is by 
no means anywhere as severe. 1975 was a dry year and in 1976 it did not rain from the 
beginning of March until September. Hay was being made in April and the cereal harvest 
was virtually completed by the end of July and we had wall to wall sunshine with high 
temperatures day after day. This was followed by a very wet September and October. A 
little rhyme of that time comes to mind… Charles Archer 
	

Plant a tree in ’73, 
Plant some more in ’74, 
Keep them alive in ’75, 

Chop them to sticks in ’76. 
 

	

More Goodbyes…. 
 

The village has also said goodbye this 
summer to David and Audrey Finch. The 
Finches lived in Ashton for 47 years, a 
record even for Ashton, which people 

love so much they stay, sometimes for 
most of their lives! 

 
Audrey and David were active members 
of the community. Audrey was a health 

visitor at the surgery in Bredon and 
 at one time on the board of Governors 

at the First School, After he retired, 
David was a reading volunteer at the 

Middle School. 
 

They were both involved with St 
Barbara's Church and particularly the 

choir, which they loved. For a time David 
served as Church Warden. They were 
both willing helpers in so many ways: 

church cleaning, churchyard clear up in 
Spring & Autumn and Audrey was a 
valuable member of the flower rota. 

 
David and Audrey haven’t moved too 
far, they are now living in Pershore 

where David was a partner in a law firm 
for many years before he retired. 

 
They will be much missed and we wish 

them well in their new home. 
 



	

Ashton	under	Hill	Cricket	Club
 
A sizzling summer has been largely enjoyed by 
members of, despite somewhat fluctuating fortunes 
on the pitch. 
 

******* 
The First Team made a promising start to the season 
with a number of good wins in Division One of the 
Cotswold Hills League. 
 
However, the second half of the season has seen them 
crash to a number of heavy defeats, including being 
on the wrong side of a record-breaking total of 435-6 
by Bretforton, for whom Paul Jones hit an incredible 
276!  
 
So it looks like the firsts will be involved in another 
fight against relegation in the final weeks of the 
season. 
 

******* 
In contrast, the Seconds have been riding 
high in Division Six all season, winning 
nine games and losing four (as of August 
6th), and looking like they could push for 
promotion to Division Five. 
 
Individual highlights for Ashton have included a 
century for Will Archer for the firsts against 
Catherine de Barnes and a record-breaking 
partnership of 275 between Dan Garland (138) and 
Amir Ali (116) against Lapworth 2nds. 
 

******* 
Ashton Juniors have enjoyed another good season, 
blessed by fabulous cricketing weather, which drew to 
a close in early August.  
 
We again entered two teams in the Cotswold Hills 
League competition, registering a number of wins.  

 
The club also took part in Under 9 festivals, including 
one hosted at Ashton. We were delighted to field a 
team at a girls’ cricket festival held at Dumbleton. 
 

******* 
We were delighted with our first successful 
participation in the ECB All Stars programme, which 
has seen 15 boys and girls get a great introduction to 
cricket. A structured programme was provided by 
cricket’s national governing body but led by one of our 
older juniors, Ben Hughes, who did a great job in his 
first coaching experience. Many of these children 
brought new families to the club so we hope to see 
them back again next year. 
 

******* 
The effort and progress made by all junior players 

were acknowledged after the final formal practice 
session with specific awards given to: Kendra 
Parsons (u11 Player of the Year), Arthur 
Stephenson (u13 Player of the Year), Oliver Birch 
(Most Improved Junior Player) & Fleur Archer 
(Spirit of Cricket Award).  
 
Numerous club members and parents were thanked 

for being instrumental in ensuring we had enough 
adults to make it all happen. We look forward to 
another successful year in 2019. 

******* 
Friday night practice sessions have been terrifically 
supported by both juniors and their parents alike and 
have become real social occasions. 
 
The club's annual Village Night on Friday, July 20, 
was a great success and was really well supported by 
villagers and those from further afield, and was 
thankfully not spoilt by the early evening rainfall. 
 
David Wood & David Whitehouse   

 
 
 
 

 

School Holiday Club, After School 
Club & Private Tutoring 

Please visit 
https://www.littlebiglearners.com 

 for more information about us. We also 
have an online booking system for all 
out of school clubs. Alternatively, call 
us on 07725 909808. Graham Begley 

Whilst	school	might	be	‘out	for	summer’	there	is	
always	so	much	going	on	at	BHA,	that	we	can’t	
always	fit	it	in	to	the	newsletter!	Please	visit	
https://www.bredon.worcs.sch.uk/	for	all	the	
latest	news	and	events.	Here	are	some	highlights:	

! New	school	smartphone	app!	Keep	up	with	
latest	news,	school	dates,	key	events	and	
any	last	minute	important	items,	e.g.	school	
closures	etc	

! The	Big	French	Trip	2018	
! Sports	news,	including	Sports	Tour	to	

Sotogrande	
! Class	of	2018	–leaving	for	new	adventures	
! Term	dates	for	2018/19	
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A great 41st year for Open Gardens 
As many of you will already know on Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th June we held our 41st 
Open Gardens. On a wonderful weekend the village basked in sunshine pretty well from 
start to finish.  
 
There were, as always, some new things for 2018, including a new location for cream 
teas and an option to have a nice glass of prosecco to reward you for climbing Cottons 
Lane to Arana. 
 
The wonderful weather was obviously the highlight of the weekend. The prospect of 25 
open gardens as well as 9 open front gardens; the exhibition of Beth Philip’s paintings in 
St Barbara’s as well as the plant and craft stalls and other exhibitions drew a near 
record crowd of over 1200 visitors across the weekend. We had three coach parties on 
Saturday and another one on Sunday and the overflow car park was in use on Saturday 
before 2pm! 

																																																						 	

More visitors means more 
donations to local causes 

The number of visitors was 17% up on what 
had been a good year in 2017.  This increase 
meant that Open Gardens have been able to 
increase the amount of money distributed by 
more than 20% to over £10,000. The proceeds 
have gone to St Barbara’s Church, The Ashton 
Social Centre, Ashton First School, Bredon Hill 
Academy, Ashton Guides, Ashton WI and Build 
for Barney. 
																 	 Gorgeous	lupins	by	Craig	Frost	

Our	local	singer,	Devon	Mayson,	
entertains	visitors	to	Cotton’s	Lane!	

Stunning	alliums	by	Andy	Cooke	
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Thank you to all those of you that came along and supported the village over the 
weekend. A special thank you to those that opened their gardens, helped at the 
entrances, supervised the car park and served drinks, cakes and sandwiches and 
cream teas; to those who washed up, sold plants, performed steward’s duties and 
to anyone else who helped in any way including those who helped during the lead 
up to and following the weekend. Andy Cooke (Chair) 
      
 
 

Youth shines in the photographic competition 
This year’s photographic competition was also a huge success with over 20 
entrants entering 87 photographs. It was particularly pleasing that a large 
number of the entrants came from younger photographers. The number and wide 
range of entries made judging very difficult. In the end youth shone through and 
the committee chose Amber Bankes’ photo below as the winner, reflecting the 
theme of Nature in the Garden and being an unusual and innovative composition. 
To emphasis the strength of younger photographers both runners up in the 
photographic competition, Jacob Bennett and Megan Davies, were under 16.  
 
All the winners, runners up and highly commended photographs can be seen on 
the Ashton Open Gardens website at www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk.  
                                 

Winning	photograph	by	
Amber	Bankes	

Cream	tea	and	a	glass	of	fizz	to	
wash	it	down!	

Guest	enjoying	the	gardens	
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Saturday 1st September 
2018 

Charity Trophy 
for 

              &  Barney   
9am K.O 

Ashton 88 Juniors vs Sheppey Swifts Juniors 
 

11am K.O 

 

Ashton 88 
Coaches & Parents Elite 

Vs 
Sheppey Swifts 

Coaches & Parents Elite 
 
 
 

At Ashton-under-Hill Playing Fields 
Food, Drink & Raffle 

	

The 9th RAS kicked off with aperitifs at the Village Hall and then dinner 
at various venues around the village. 18 hosts generously provided 
delicious starters or mains for around 100 hungry guests, with 
desserts, postprandial drinks and raffle back at VH HQ afterwards.  The 
whopping sum of £17000 was raised: £1000 for the First School and 
£700 for Barney’s fund. Well done, RAS committee and thanks to 
generous hosts and guests! Claire Vincent 
 
 STOP PRESS: Next year RAS will be celebrating TEN fabulous years of putting the fun into fundraising 

(sorry!). Claire and the committee are planning a very special event, so be sure to put Saturday 22nd 
June 2019 into your calendars. 

	

Don’t forget you can catch up on all the latest news on the village facebook page 
here: www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil 

VILLAGE MAILING LIST 
If	you	would	like	to	look	at	the	village	facebook	page	
but	don’t	have	an	account;	you	can	still	view	posts,	
but	unfortunately	you	won’t	be	able	to	download	or	
open	any	documents,	posters	or	pictures.		The	
answer	might	be	to	join	the	village	mailing	list.		We	
promise	you	will	not	be	bombarded	with	emails!		
Your	email	address	will	not	be	shared	with	anyone	
else,	either	locally	or	with	any	external	agencies,	
companies	etc.		It	is	stored	in	a	confidential	Parish	
Council	electronic	folder.	If	you	would	like	to	be	on	
the	mailing	list,	please	contact	us	at	
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com.	Alternatively,	
if	you	would	just	like	to	be	sent	information	on	an	ad	
hoc	basis,	just	let	us	know	at	the	same	address.		
Karen	Rowley	(Comms	Cllr)	

THE PARISH MINIBUS 
Just to remind parishioners of this very useful 
service, based in our village.  Two of its regular 
services are shopping trips to Bishops’ Cleeve 
and Worcester, which run on alternate Fridays. 
The service is entirely run by volunteers and more 
are always welcome!   Contact Andrew Barnett 
on 881145 or at ashtonbeckford@gmail.com for 
more information. Information can also be found 
on the back page. 



	
	

	 	
	
	
	
	

	ASHTON UNDER HILL 

 
WE NEED YOU TO HAVE FUN! 

Sign up today to take part in our most marvellous Music Hall 
production on November 9th and 10th in the Village Hall to 

commemorate the Centenary of the end of World War One. 
If you can sing, act, juggle, dance or just want to help behind the scenes 

then contact Nick Thomas at nick.thomas@campfiremarketing or  
Chris Simpson on thesimpsons61@btinternet.com  

A   L   L        A   G   E   S       M   O   S   T        W   E   L   C   O   M   E 
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Ashton under Hill First School  
 
Now that the summer term is over and we have the opportunity 
to look back over this term, it is apparent quite how exciting and 
busy the term was. Here are just a few of our highlights.  
 
In June, the school welcomed Grandparents (or surrogates!) to 
spend an afternoon with us. There were no clues given to the 
participants as to the activities we had planned before our 

guests arrived but they all 
took part in Art (who doesn’t 
love hand painting!), country 
dancing (a challenge for the 
children as well as our visitors) banner making (ready for the 
following day’s Open Gardens) and an activity to compare the life 
styles of our pupils with those two generations ago, which was very 
enlightening. We were thrilled that over 50 Grandparents took part 
and the afternoon was finished off with a cream tea and singing from 
our Big Sing Choir. 
 

 
The school was delighted to be involved in Open Gardens, and what 
an amazing event it was this year with perfect weather and a 
record number of visitors, some of whom came in to see the school 
grounds and not just for the toilets! The children had been busy 
making ‘Colourful Creatures’ from recycled materials, which were 
hidden all around our grounds, and also Pollinators Pots to 
encourage insects to visit the garden. We are grateful for the 
generous donation from the organisers, which we will put to 
enhancing our school grounds.  
 
Our Eco Group, led by Mrs Shiels, have been tackling the issue of our over reliance on plastics and set up 
a ‘Plastic is NOT Fantastic’ campaign. We looked at our use of poly bottles for milk and agreed with the 
dairy to return to glass bottles. We have since succeeded in persuading other schools to do the same. We 
received a commendation from the Intelligently Green Awards and a film will be made about this next 
year to spread the word. Some of the Eco group were also interviewed by the BBC and this will be 

broadcast later in the year.  
 
As is usual in the summer term, we have taken part in many 
sporting events within our cluster such as Rounders, Bell Boating, 
Athletics and Main Games.  Our own sports week was at the start of 
July with a whole week dedicated to keeping healthy. We all learnt to 
Hula Hoop with John The Hoop Guy from Britain’s Got Talent. The 
week was rounded off with an exciting sports day on the playing 
fields followed by a picnic lunch back at school with some of the field 
events in the afternoon.  

 
Other highlights included trips to Warwick Castle and Chedworth 
Roman Villa, a Medieval Banquet in our hall, Roman Day with all 
pupils (and staff) coming in to school dressed to impress; Indian 
dancing along as well as the amazing day to day work that happens 
in the classroom. We have now said goodbye to 17 Year 5 pupils 
who are starting their new schools in September. We wish them 
every success and hope they will keep in touch with us.  
 
We would just like to thank everyone in the village who have 
supported us; particularly if you were involved in the 9th Runaround Supper which raised money to help 
us replace our playground equipment.  Alison Peacey (Head) 

If you have, or know of any children who are due to start school in September 2019, please let us 
know so that we can invite their parents to our New Parents events early next year. 



	
	
	
	
	
	
Bond to Bowie: Songs of Stage and Screen 
 
Date: Saturday 6th October 2018 
Venue: Ashton Village Hall 
Start Time: 19:30 
The show is suitable for anyone age 12+ years 
 
‘One of the UK’s finest female jazz stars … an original talent rare 
amongst those who would call themselves jazz singers.’ Jazzwise 
Magazine 
 
‘Soulful, dignified, somewhat Cleo Laine-like.’  The Guardian 
 
Gifted with a beautiful, expressive voice, Juliet shines a spotlight on 
some of her favourite songs from stage and screen, bringing her 
vivacious performance style, delightful, distinctive vocals, warm 
personality and a jazzy flavour to popular favourites and lesser-known 
gems from classic movies, musicals and TV shows. 

 
Noble Jacks 
 
Date: Saturday 26th January 2019 
Venue: Ashton Village Hall  
Start Time: 19:30 
The show is suitable for everyone age 7+ years. 
 
'Crackerjack live shows... undeniably catchy' Roots 
Magazine  
 
'Upbeat live set... combines the catchy hooks of folk 
bands such as the Levellers with the foot stomping and 
fiddle shuffling of artists such as Seth Lakeman, along 
with earthy, warm and ambient vibes of The Eagles / 
Mumford and Sons.' Brighton Argus 
 
Noble Jacks are a rip-roaring Country-Folk band with roof raising energy. This is the kind of brilliantly catchy 
alt-country music (with a folk-rock undertow) that begs to be experienced live. It bursts forward with a 
stream of restless and rallying energy; their big anthemic songs are affirming stuff, their melodies made to 
bang your foot on the ground to. And central to their sound is the soaring and infectious fiddle charge, 
faultless lead vocals, roaring and rocky guitar and blues wailing harmonica. A hugely enjoyable and 
delightfully rough soundscape.  Just the kind of tonic we need to banish the winter blues.  Bring your family 
and friends for an invigorating and uplifting evening. 
 Bring your own drinks, nibbles will be provided. 

Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from Geraldine on 881416. 
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Spring and early summer have been busy times for 
Ashton WI. After the May AGM when our president 
Marjy Facer was re-elected, together with returning 
Committee, we enjoyed some gentle exercises led by 
Marion Nelson.  This proved to be great fun, finishing 
with the Hokey Pokey – hilarious!  
 

 

 We have begun a monthly book club, thanks to Penny 
Scotland’s instigation – to be held at each other’s 
homes.  So far our reading has included Brian Keenan’s 
An Evil Cradling (darkly disturbing but fascinating) and 
Attention all Shipping by Charlie Connelly (a journey 
around the shipping forecast).  A very pleasant social 
time and a big incentive to enjoy some interesting 
reading. 
 

The monthly craft club held at the home of Maggie 
Watts, is very busy with knitting, sewing and crochet 
and members are at present making items to be entered 
for the competitive rally to be held at the next Annual 
Council Meeting in October. This meeting will also 
include celebrity speaker ‘Strictly`s Erin Boag and the 
National Chair Lynne Stubbings.  
 
As it is the Worcestershire Federation’s centenary year, 
many more events are taking place.  One very special 
event will be ‘Sounds Amazing’ a festival of Music and 
Lights, which is to be held at The Avoncroft Museum, 
Bromsgrove on Saturday, 25th August.  A family 
orientated evening out with all kinds of music, lighting 
and entertainment. 
 

Our monthly walks continue and July we walked 
alongside the River Avon at Pershore and eventually 
back behind the Abbey. This was followed by a visit to 
the 15th century Old Baptist Chapel near the Abbey.  
Lunch afterwards at a local cafe was much appreciated 
by our intrepid walkers! 
 
 

June was full 
on with the 
organising of 
teas and 
ploughman’s 
at the Village 
Hall for 
Ashton’s Open 
Gardens.  
With support 
from other 
ladies of the 
village, we 
were able to 
raise over 
£1340.  Many 
thanks to 
everyone who 
either made cakes or helped out on the weekend serving 
and washing up. 

The speaker at the June meeting was Analisa Jones, a 
charming Filipino lady.  She had been a primary school 
teacher in the Philippines and was very amusing and 
direct.  She gave us an illustrated talk about the 
Philippines which is a very beautiful country in the 
Pacific Ocean, consisting of 7000 islands – some only 
small rocks, but despite the scenic lagoons, beaches and 
mountains, it remains a poor country, 

Analisa had brought along a large selection of hand 
woven bags, which are woven by the poorer country 
people, and the whole process from the cutting of the 
large banana like leaves to the finished fibres was 
illustrated.  Very hard and time consuming work but the 
finished products were very beautiful.  Most of us dived 
in to purchase some of these items for presents either 
for ourselves or as gifts for family or friends.   

An outing to the Norton Museum at Bromsgrove was 
much enjoyed by ten members.  This turned out to be 
an amazing collection going back centuries made by a 
gentleman by the name of Dennis Norton.   
 



	

After giving us a brief history of how eventually he 
managed to buy  
the historic building where the museum is housed. It is  
now run by volunteers and is thriving – a real asset to 
Bromsgrove and well worth a visit. Web site is 
www.nortoncollectionmuseumtrust.org.uk
  
We also have made our annual visit to our ‘twin’ W.I. 
Ashton Keynes, where we enjoyed a lovely tea in one of 
the member’s garden.   

July’s meeting was interesting in that our speaker was 
a retired employer of the Walls Ice cream factory.  He 
recalled many stories of his life during his employment 
there.  His job involved the setting up of plants 
situated in various EU countries.  Some horror stories 

included the lack of hygiene in one particular country; 
and a plant in Dublin the Rentakil people had visited. It 
was subsequently discovered that the poisonous powder 
used by them was traced to the machines making the 
ice cream!  
 
Future speakers will include Andy Pendrick, garden 
writer of the Vale Magazine. We hope to hold this 
meeting in the garden of Mr. And Mrs. Williams-Thomas, 
who sadly are leaving the village the very same week!  
In September, we expect another special speaker, 
Sarah Champier who for several months worked at 
Highgrove, the home of Prince Charles and the Duchesse 
of Cornwall. She was the florist who filled each room 
with amazing arrangements. She will have many stories 
to tell of her experiences. 
 

Much discussion followed when President Marjy 
announced that we are holding a competition over a 
period of two months, when members can write down as 
many ways they can think of and practice as to 
reducing the amount of plastic in their daily lives.  A 
prize will be given for the most ideas.  This is our WI 
way of reducing plastic waste in the environment.  This 
is also one of the many campaigns various WIs in the 
UK are taking part in. 
 
We hope to welcome visitors to any of our meeting – 
husbands, partners and friends.  And we are ALWAYS 
looking for new members to help Ashton WI continue to 
flourish after 76 years!! Jen Creese 
 
 

Parish Council Report 
Highways 

We have had agreement to make some changes at the entrance to Long Carrant Park to make this safer. The entrance 
will be widened, and a pedestrian refuge will be put in the centre of the A46 for residents crossing to the garage shop. In 
addition road signs will be put both ways on the A46 to warn of the concealed entrance to the Park. 
We have AGAIN reported the issue of the damage to verges where buses cross in the village – particularly on Beckford 
Road, where this could be easily avoided. We have requested Highways work with the bus companies to resolve this. 
We have requested updating of some of the street signs in the village that are looking tired e.g. Baker’s Lane and Elmley 
Road. 
We have agreement that Highways will review the drainage in front of the Chapel – this has been an issue for quite a few 
years now! 
All blocked drains have been reported again for clearing. We hope this is done before autumn rains. 

Planning 
Willow Cottage site development has finally started in line with the planning application.  
The building of the 14 houses opposite the Middle School is in review at Wychavon for final reserved matters. 

Website 
We have a new website nearing completion that will be rolled out over the next couple of months. This should be more 
user friendly with a clearer design.  

Vehicle Activated Speeding Sign 
We have moved the location of the VAS on the Groaten, as you may have seen. This is as close to the village start as 
legislation allows. The sign now lights up as you approach the start of the 30MPH zone, so gives some advance warning 
to anyone speeding, We feel that this should be more effective. We are looking at a second VAS in next year’s budget, 
which will be permanently located on the Groaten. We are looking at one of the more effective signs that identifies your 
speed – these are shown to be more effective in reducing drivers’ speeds.  

Smartwater 
We have issued over 120 packs to households that have signed up. If you are interested in a pack, please let one of the 
Parish Council members know. We need to get 60% (another 60) of the village signed up to get the signage around the 
village, which is the big deterrent. Packs will be available from Sarah Smith at Badgers Retreat on sat 8th Sept from 2-
4Pm or before the Parish Council meeting on 11th September 6.30-7pm.  Sarah Smith (Chair) 
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Ashton 88 Football Club  
	

JUNIORS	

The Junior section will return to training on Thursday 30th August in preparation for the season to start on 

Saturday 8th September. The club is extremely lucky to have secured some important sponsorship deals with 

new local businesses and will be presented with new team kits on Thursday 23rd August. Look out in the next 

newsletter for a full team photo and confirmation of our new sponsors. A summary of the age group teams we 

will be entering into competitions and friendly matches this season are outlined below. Although a number of 

teams are at maximum capacity at present we always welcome new enquiries for children to join in on the 

action at the club. We could certainly do with additional players for our Under 9s and Under 11s teams. 

We really want to start the next age group of children playing football in the near future. Anyone with an interest 

in football or a child keen to start would be a perfect candidate to lead the next batch of young players. Please 

do not hesitate to get in touch if you feel you could assist with coaching children that will be in Reception from 

September. Please contact Graham Begley on 07725 909808. 

 

Your support at any junior team matches would be most welcome. We regularly open up our pop-up Café In 

The Park on match days so feel free to come down and take advantage of the excellent butties, tea and coffee 

that our parents/carers of players provide.  

	ASHTON	88	FC	SENIORS	–	BACK	AT	TRAINING!	

The Senior team are now back at training in preparation for the 2018-19 Season. After finishing in 3rd Place in 

Division 3 of the Birdseye Evesham Sunday League the team will remain in the 3rd division for the coming 

season. A competitive squad of players, with a few planned additions, will once again compete for promotion to 

Division 2.  On Sunday 29th July the senior team will also host the annual Star Inn 6 a-side Tournament at the 

Playing Field. 10 teams will battle it out for the shield, including a Dad’s Team made up of parents of the junior 

players. The action kicks off at 12pm. Graham Begley 

Age 
Group 

MINIS - 
Under 7s 

WASPS - 
Under 8s 

WASPS - 
Under 8s 

HORNETS - 
Under 9s 

Under 10s Under 11s 

School 
Year 

Y2 Y3 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

Game 
sizes 

5v5 5v5 5v5 7v7 7v7 9v9 

Coach Graham 
Begley 

Gary Locke & Matt Burgess Matt Evans David Beardsell & 
Dan White 

Luke Nevin 

 
 Music	nights	last	Friday	of	every	month	

 Events	nights	
 Pie	nights	&	Specials	nights	

 2	for	1	special	offers	
Contact	Ed	or	Vicky		on		881325	

	

A	little	mention…	
For	the	Ashton	Bellringers,	
who	practice	every	Tuesday	
evening.	The	bells	sound	lovely	
during	these	summer	evenings.	
Thank	you	to	the	team!	



	
 

We have also: 
 

 Enjoyed a morning visit to Sandfield 
Farm to make wild flower bookmarks, go 
pond dipping and go ‘wild in the woods’! 

 
 Been watching five small caterpillars 
turn into beautiful butterflies. 

 
 

This term we have enjoyed two visits by 
Sarah of Animal Tastic who brought the 
following amazing animals for the children 
to meet: 
 
Willow the Dumbo Eared Fancy Rat  
Binky the Horesfield’s Tortoise 
Elvis the Guinea Pig 
Livvy the Lop Eared Rabbit 
Fudge the Albino Corn Snake 
Oscar the Dinosaur (Blue Tongued Skink!) 
Douggie the Skinny Pig 
Sally the Tiger Salamander  
and last but not least .. 
Penelope the Chilean Rose Tarantula! 
 

Seven children will be leaving Playgroup this year to 
start new adventures in ‘Big School’. 

 
Ashton under Hill Playgroup is Ofsted registered for 
two to five years. Childcare funding is available for all 
three and four year olds. 
 
If you know anyone looking for a Playgroup place for a 
child aged between 2 and 4 years, please contact 
Ruth on 01386 882014, Mirka on 01386 882105 or 
Playgroup on 01386 882289. 
 

We had an exciting visit from a Police Officer 
and a Community Support Police Officer who 
brought their police car to Playgroup and talked 
to the children about Road Safety. Afterwards 
the children were allowed to investigate the 
inside of the police car and turn the flashing 
lights on and off and on and off! 
 

BUILD FOR BARNEY 
FUNDRAISING LATEST 

 
It was a case of ‘hair today gone 
tomorrow’ earlier this summer. Barney’s 
mum Beverley bravely sacrificed her long 
chestnut hair to raise money towards the 
purchase of a new adaptive vehicle. Barney 
has outgrown his current wheelchair and 
has a new one. However, it doesn’t fit in 
the current family vehicle. Beverley said- 
 
 “I am overwhelmed by the support. I 
doubled what I personally hoped to raise 
from doing this. We raised £2170 and my 
hair was donated to the Little Princess 
Trust. To give the hairdresser a completely 
free rein was slightly scary, but he did an 
amazing job and I actually love it, so 
that’s a bonus! We are now almost at our 
£10,000 target which is unbelievable. 
Thank you so much everyone” 
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Luncheon Club 
Luncheon Club continues on the first Friday of every month at 12.30 in the Chapel Hall.

We are always pleased to welcome new visitors, and new helpers.
Please contact Joy Barnett on tel. 01386 881145 if you would like more information.

What’s On at Ashton under Hill Free Church
Autumn 2018

Please feel free to come along:

Harvest Thanksgiving Service
Sunday 30th September 10.45am

Sundays
10.45am Morning worship service

followed by light refreshments.
6.00pm Evening Worship service

Last Tuesday of every Month at 2.00pm
Friends & Neighbours

An opportunity for meeting over a cup of tea and a biscuit,
always with something interesting laid-on:

25th September – Mary Leonard – Talk on Patchwork
30th October – Visit from Citizens Advice Bureaux

Every Wednesday   from 10.00am to Midday  
Coffee morning

All donations to Midlands Air Ambulance

Alternate Wednesdays from 2.30pm
Bright Hour (from 5th September)

More tea and biscuits together with singing and something to think about! 

Every Thursday   from 10.00am to Midday during term-time  
Busy Fingers (restarts 6th September)

For mums (or dads or grandparents) and toddlers

See Chapel Notice Board or web-site for up-to-date details
www.ashtonchapel.org.uk

email: info@ashtonchapel.org.uk

Contacts: Andrew & Joy 881145, Geoff 881740, Doreen 881656,
or Joan 881237



	
	

News	from	St	Barbara’s	Church	

	
Autumn	Churchyard	tidy-up	at	St	Barbara’s	

Saturday	27
th
	October	from	9.30am	to	12	noon	

	
We	would	be	very	glad	to	welcome	helpers	at	the	Annual	Churchyard	tidy-up	on	Saturday	27th	
October	between	9.30am	and	12	noon.	Please	come	if	you	can	spare	an	hour	or	two.	For	further	

information,	please	call	Judith	Hunter	on	882087.	
	

Refreshments	will	be	provided	

	
	
	

Harvest	Festival	in	St	Barbara’s	Church	

Sunday	7th	October	

	
You	are	warmly	invited	to	celebrate	Harvest	Festival	in	St	Barbara’s	Church	on	Sunday	7th	
October	at	11am.	Please	come	and	join	in	a	family	service	of	Praise	and	Thanksgiving	for	the	
Harvest	–	children	–	of	all	ages	–	are	especially	welcome.	We	would	be	grateful	for	donations	of	

harvest	gifts	to	be	distributed	to	elderly	residents	in	the	village	after	the	service;	any	surplus	will	be	
taken	to	Caring	Hands	in	the	Vale	of	Evesham.	Contributions	of	flowers,	fruit	and	vegetables	to	

decorate	the	church	will	be	greatly	appreciated	–	please	bring	along	to	St	Barbara’s	on	the	morning	
of	Saturday	6th	October.	There	will	be	a	collection	for	charity	at	the	service.	

	
Seasonal	refreshments	will	be	served	after	the	service	

	

*******************************	

	

Advance	Notice	–	Christmas	is	coming	to	Ashton!	

	
There	will	be	a	Christmas	Fair	for	St	Barbara’s	Church	and	St	Richard’s	Hospice	on	Saturday	24th	

November	at	the	Village	Hall,	Elmley	Road,	Ashton,	from	2.00	to	4.00pm.	This	is	the	ideal	
opportunity	to	buy	your	Christmas	cards,	gifts	and	crafts,	cakes	and	preserves,	as	well	as	a	raffle,	

tombola	and	lots	of	goodies,	plus	seasonal	refreshments.	
	

If	you	would	like	to	contribute	your	time	and	talents	to	support	St	Richard’s	and	St	Barbara’s,	please	
contact	a	member	of	the	Committee.	

	
All	proceeds	will	be	shared	between	St	Richard’s	Hospice	and	St	Barbara’s	Church.	

	 	
*******************************	
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ASHTON	NEWS	VILLAGE	CONTACTS	

Tel	No	882466			Mobile	07976	906653				Email:	karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk 
	
	

 
	

	

Name	 Details	 Contact		 Contact	details		
Activities	

Cricket Club (adults) Summer- Saturdays & Sundays  Will Archer  881756                                will@simplysedum.co.uk 
Cricket Club (juniors)  Summer- Thursdays 6-8pm  David Whitehouse  424393                   dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com 
Football Club  (adults) Winter- Sunday mornings  Graham Begley  07725 909808 / 881206        frankiel@hotmail.co.uk 
Football Club  (juniors) Winter- Saturday mornings  Graham Begley  07725 909808 / 881206        frankiel@hotmail.co.uk 
Footpath volunteers  Working groups  John Kenrick  881431                        johnkenrick@btinternet.com 
Gardening Club  Beckford V/H 4th Weds 7:30pm  Roger Umpelby 881449                roger@bugman.free-online.co.uk 
Guides  Village Hall, Weds 7-8:30pm  Ali Stephenson  882052   
Brownies  Village Hall, Weds 5:15-6:45pm  Charlotte Nicklin  07714 783545  
Rainbows  Village Hall, Weds 4:15-5:30pm  Jemima Barnett                                                jemmimaob@gmail.com 
Lunch Club  Chapel Hall 12pm, 1st Fri month  Joy Barnett  881145  
Friends & Neighbours Last Tues in month, 2-3pm Margaret Darby 881862                                  ma.darby@icloud.com 

Worcester 2nd & 4th Fri Bishops 
Cleeve 1st & 3rd Fri  Andrew Barnett  881145  Mini Bus  
Private Hire  Andrew Barnett  881145 

Parish walks  Summer evenings - Mondays  Alastair Humphrey  881479                          gmhumphrey@hotmail.com 

Playgroup  Green Room: Mon, Tues, Wed, 
Thu 9-3:00pm 

Ruth Barnett 
Green Room  

882014 
882289  

Little Big Learners (Out 
of School Childcare) 

 Every school day, 3-6pm  
All holidays (except Christmas) 
First School inset days 

Graham Begley -  07725 909808                littlebiglearners@gmail.com 

Organisations 
First School  Headteacher  Alison Peacey  881333                           head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk  
Middle School  Headteacher  S. Charlton  881426                         office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk  
Free Church Main contact  Andrew Barnett  881145                                        topcott@gmail.com  
Busyfingers, mums & 
toddlers  Chapel Hall Thurs 10-11:30 am Doreen Cope  881656                          doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk  

Coffee morning  Chapel Hall Weds 10-12 noon  Joy Barnett  881145  
Chair  Sarah Hewitt  881070                        sarahjhewitt36@outlook.com Parish Council  Clerk  Michelle English  860502                      ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk  

Ashton Social 
Committee  

Village Hall and playing fields  Jane Swindell 07557 022839                  janeyswin74@gmail.com 

Vicar Canon Matthew 
Baynes  

01684 772237                mbaynes@toucansurf.com  

Assoc Priest (responsible for 
Ashton) Rev David Lewis 01386 710394        	davidlewis648@btinternet.com St. Barbara's Church  

Contact David Hunter 01386 882087 
Chairman  Andrew Cooke 881431                           andy@thecookies.org.uk Open Gardens (2nd 

weekend in June) Marketing Co-ordinator Andrew Cooke 881715                            andy@thecookies.org.uk 
Women's Institute  Village Hall 1st Tues 7:30pm  Marjory Facer  882171                                  marjyfacer@gmail.com  
Ashton Bellringers  St Barbara’s Church Tues Eve  Nick Hopkins 881711 

The Star Inn Open daily Ed & Vicky Spires 881325         thepub@thestar-ashtonunderhill.co.uk 
 

Services 
Ashton website  Information and events  Malcolm Nelson  881778                                 mkn48@btinternet.com  
Milk delivery  Mon.Wed. Fri. Sat.  Cotteswold Dairy  01684 298959 

Mobile library – 3rd 
Monday in month  

10:55 Gorse Hill 
11:15 Cornfield Way 
11:35 School 

 
01905 822722 
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk  

Newspaper delivery  Monday to Saturday  Doreen Cope  881656  

Mobile Post office Tues & Thu 12:30-1:30pm 
Free Church car park 

David (Driver) Enquiries to Parish Council, details above 


