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Love is not a feeling to pass away, 

Like the balmy breath of a summer day; 

It is not — it cannot be — laid aside; 

It is not a thing to forget or hide. 

It clings to the heart, ah, woe is me! 

As the ivy clings to the old oak tree. 

 

 Love is not a passion of earthly mould, 

 As a thirst for honour, or fame, or gold: 

 For when all these wishes have died away, 

 The deep strong love of a brighter day, 

 Though nourished in secret, consumes the more, 

 As the slow rust eats to the iron’s core. 

Lucy's Song in The Village Coquettes (1836);  

later published in The Poems and Verses of Charles Dickens (1903) 

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Love
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Feeling
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Heart
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Passion
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Honour
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Fame
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Gold
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Secret
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Iron
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The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted  at any time 
on:  01684 772237  or email: mbaynes@toucansurf.com.  
Parish Office: Tuesday mornings, 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall), 9am to 12 noon: 01386 
881349 or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net  (Parish Secretary) 

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

 BCP  Book of Common Prayer                  CW  Book of Common Worship 

    HC  Holy Communion          

  

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
 
Clergy:    Revd Canon Matthew Baynes        Revd Canon Susan Renshaw         
    Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
 
Readers:    John Dodge                                          Roger Palmer  

FEBRUARY Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

4th February 

2nd Sunday  

before Lent 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

J Dodge 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

S Renshaw 

11.00 am 

Christingle 

S Renshaw 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

S Renshaw 

 

11th February 

Sunday Next 

Before Lent 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

S Renshaw 

6.00 pm 

Evening  

Worship 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

CW HC 

S Renshaw 

 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

R Palmer 

14th February 

Ash  

Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30 pm in St Giles Church, Bredon 

18th February 

1st Sunday 

of Lent 

11.00 am 

Village  

Worship for 

All Ages 

J Dodge & 

Lay Team 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Tett 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Tett 

6.00 pm 

Taizé  

Service 

S Renshaw 

 

25th February 

2nd Sunday 

of Lent 

 

10.00 am 

United CW 

HC 

M Baynes 

   

MARCH 

4th March 

3rd Sunday 

of Lent 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

G Pharo 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

G Pharo 

  

9.30 am 

CW HC 

M Baynes 
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“Amor Vincit Omnia” 
 
In his Prologue to the Canterbury Tales, the medieval writer  
Geoffrey Chaucer begins by giving a short description of each of 
the pilgrims. In these short literary portraits, Chaucer, often with 
very subtle humour, identifies the pilgrims’ flaws, pretensions and 
foibles. His portrait of the Prioress contains a gentle ribbing of her 
social pretensions and concludes with a rather loaded description 
of the motto on her brooch, “Amor Vincit Omnia.”  In the English 
translation, ‘Love Conquers All,’ the subtlety of the Latin is lost, for 
surely we would not argue against the idea that, with love, all can 
be overcome. The Latin ‘Amor’ though tended to be the word used 
more for courtly or human love, and less for the religious and sacrificial love one might 
expect to be expressed by the head of a religious community. Chaucer doesn’t overtly 
judge the Prioress but he certainly leaves us with the question as to what motivates 
her. 
 
This February 14th, these two rather different expressions of love will be contrasted by 
the keeping of Ash Wednesday on the one hand, and on the other hand the rather  
secular and commercial celebration of St. Valentine which will no doubt involve many 
couples. 
 
In Church, those of us who will attend the Ash Wednesday service will receive a cross 
of ash on our foreheads. This marks a recognition of both our fallen humanity and our 
mortality, and our acknowledgment that the ultimate act of love concluded with Jesus’ 
death on the Cross: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3.16 
 
At the same time, in overcrowded and overpriced restaurants across the land, couples 
will be sharing in romantic meals as an affirmation of their love for each other and their 
relationship. I am not in any way critical of this: in fact it is rather a good thing. My only 
concern is that this has all become rather commercial and can put couples under an 
unnecessary pressure. It can also focus on the more superficial aspects of a  
relationship rather than affirming the less glamorous things which are often the real 
signs of a deep commitment one person has for the other. Just as important as the 
grand gesture are those quiet acts of kindness that happen on all the other 364 days 
which are not Valentine’s Day. I am also mindful of those, especially young people, 
who are not in an exclusive relationship, and can be made to feel inadequate. 
 
Of course it is really a false dichotomy to suggest that human love and divine love are 
different things. As a Christian, I would say that all expressions of love are a precious 
gift from God, be they found in individual relationships, or a commitment to serve the 
wider community. What identifies the authenticity of love is the level of sacrifice it  
involves by the person expressing it. If it doesn’t require the giving of oneself without 
reserve, it probably isn’t the real thing. When I reflect on the true nature of love I think 
about Jesus who offered it all for us on the cross. Or, closer to home, I feel the scar in 
my side which covers my transplanted kidney which keeps me alive. 
 

Matthew Baynes 
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     Lent 2018 
   “The Journey to the Cross” 

 

This year, the Lent Course in the Bredon Hill Group will be led 
by Canon Ken Boyce, former Rector of St Martin’s, London 
Road, Worcester and one-time Rural Dean of Pershore. 
  
Once again it will be a combination of plenary sessions and local 
groups. The plenary sessions will begin on Ash Wednesday, 

14th February at St. Giles Bredon. Subsequently they will be on: 28th February at 
Ashton under Hill, 14th March at Eckington, with the final session being on 28th March 
at Elmley Castle, which is the Wednesday of Holy Week. All sessions will begin at 
7:30pm. In between the plenary sessions we hope that people will meet in local 
groups to explore in more detail, and in a more intimate way, the material presented 
when we are together. Once again we are hoping that there will be local groups dotted 
all around the Hill. If you are prepared to host or lead a group please contact one of 
the Clergy or your Churchwarden. 
 
This Lent we will be reflecting in scripture and art Jesus’ journey to the cross,  
sometimes expressed in the liturgical service called the ‘Stations of the Cross’. We will 
think about all the characters involved in the action which surrounded Jesus’ final 
hours, imagining what they might have been feeling, and considering how we might 
have reacted had we been there. We hope that the course will deepen our  
understanding of Jesus’ passion and death, and help us grow on our own journey of 
faith.  
 
Ken, the leader of this year’s course writes:  “Going on a journey is these days an  
over-used expression for any challenge or opportunity, thanks to talent shows such as 
Strictly. So people of faith can feel robbed of a useful metaphor for life’s spiritual  
pilgrimage. But there is a rich and inescapable biblical tradition of journeying which we 
depend on for our spiritual growth: the banishment from the Garden of Eden;  
Abraham’s emigration from Ur; the Exodus and the wilderness experience of Moses; 
the Exile and return from Babylon; the journey to Bethlehem; the flight into Egypt – we 
have many different models for our developing relationship with God, transporting us 
from one place to another. 
 
Christians have traditionally used the days of Lent to travel alongside Jesus towards a 
deeper understanding of how God speaks to us today. Christ’s own wilderness  
experience inaugurated his ministry of teaching and healing and we follow him as he 
makes his fateful progress to Jerusalem. His last journey is known by many Christians 
as the Via Dolorosa and for centuries, in their hearts and minds, Christians have made 
that journey with Jesus, especially in Holy Week. We are not spectators along the 
way, or unmoved bystanders. Pilate’s futile attempt to wash his hands of responsibility 
makes us feel grubby. Like Simon of Cyrene, we are called to share a burden often 
not of our own making. The women of Jerusalem weep on our behalf. Christ’s death 
brings forgiveness for us too, and his resurrection gives us hope that we can be made 
new again in God’s second creation. 
 
Going on this journey is the theme of our Lent Course. I am grateful for the opportunity 
to be with you this Lent. My thoughts will be illustrated by a set of paintings by the 
Worcester artist Sara Hayward. Her Stations of the Cross were first exhibited in 
Worcester Cathedral in April 2017. I look forward to discovering where our journey will 
take us.” 
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Taizé Services in 2018 
 

Following the successful Taizé services held  throughout the parish 
last year, we are going to hold three similar services in the Bredon 
Group during 2018. 
 

The first of these services is this month at  
6:00pm on February 18th at Alstone. 

 
 The other two dates and venues are: 
 
 July 8th:     6:00pm at Beckford Church  
 September 9th:  6:00pm at Bredon’s Norton 
 
Please put these dates in your diaries. We look forward to seeing you, especially if you 
have never been to this type of service before.  
The service is very easy to follow and consists of prayer, readings, singing in the form 
of chants and some short periods of silence. 

Lent Lunches for St Richard’s Hospice 
 

Please come along between 12.00 and 2.00 pm 
to the following venues and enjoy a lunch of 
home-made soups, rolls & cheese, and good 
company in support of St Richard’s Hospice in    
Worcester. 
 

Friday 16th February:  Bredon Manor, Main Road, Bredon 
 
Friday 23rd February:  Pepper Cottage, Peppercorn Lane, Kemerton 
 

Friday 2nd March:   Warwick House, Hill Lane, Elmley Castle 
 
Friday 9th March:   Vanilla House, Court Farm Lane, Beckford 
 
Friday 16th March:   The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road, Ashton 
 

If you require any further information, please contact Mary Doney on 01684 
773775 for Bredon; Toushy Squires on 01386 725644 for Kemerton; Gill Tallis 
on 01386 47430 for Elmley Castle; Christine Jay on 01386 881990 for Beckford; 
Alex Dodge on 01386 881487 for Ashton.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you - Thank you for your support 

The Women’s World Day of Prayer service this year will 
be held at St Faith’s Overbury at 2:00pm on Friday  

March 2nd entitled ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’ 
  
It has been prepared by the Christian women of Suriname on  

the North Eastern Atlantic coast of South America.  
  

Refreshments will be served afterwards.  
All are welcome, male or female, young or old. 
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Here are a few words of introduction from Revd David 
Lewis who will be joining the Bredon Hill Ministry Team.  
 
On Sunday 4th March I shall have the privilege of becoming 
Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great 
Comberton and Little Comberton, and also Associate Priest for 
Ashton-under-Hill. So I have been asked to write a few words 
to introduce myself. Here are ten points, all of which are  
perfectly true: 
 
1.    One February I spent ten days living in a tent in the middle of Norway, using it as a 
base for cross-country skiing. The temperature was around minus 14C most of the time: it 
was a relatively mild winter by local standards. 
 

2.    My parents were both from South Wales. My late father played cricket for Wales, at 
schoolboy level, before the war. My mother has travelled widely and speaks several  
languages. 
 

3. Everybody asks about my accent. Well, I was born in Liverpool and grew up in  
Birmingham, so it is not surprising if I have got an unusual voice. 
 

4.    At Cambridge University my undergraduate geography dissertation was assessed as 
a First. It was about economic development and traced the spread of the electricity grid 
across a particular district in southern India. (In the end my degree was an Upper  
Second). 
 

5.    It took me 6 weeks to walk from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mediterranean along the 
length of the Pyrenees, covering approx 600 miles. 
 

6.   I was Officiating Chaplain to the British personnel at NATO’s Northern HQ in  
Stavanger. I was still playing in the Headquarters’ football team after my 40th birthday. 
 

7.    I once met the Queen & the Duke of Edinburgh in an art gallery in Oslo, as one does! 
 

8.    I have conducted 500 funerals, but I have lost count of how many baptisms and  
weddings. 
 

9.    Three years ago I had a triple heart bypass, and I have also got a stent in one of my 
arteries. 
 

10.  Two years ago I did the Camino pilgrimage, taking 5 weeks to walk 500 miles from 
France, across northern Spain, to the shrine of St James at Santiago de Compostela.  
 

Rather than writing an article as such, I have deliberately listed some of the more  
colourful episodes from my life, hoping that these might provide points of contact when we 
meet. I am very much looking forward to meeting each of you, and to serving as a 
priest in the Bredon Hill Group Ministry. 
 

                        David Lewis 

WW1 100 Years Commemoration & Bredon Hill Villages History 
 
Villagers around Bredon Hill have done some research on the  
families that were involved in the World War 1 (including roll of 
honour, war memorial etc). 
Before the centenary on 11th November 2018 it would be fantastic 
to come together and share progress from each village around the 
Hill. We can help one another with research and, if appropriate, 
could tie the results in with the anniversary or other relevant 
events this year.   

Could anyone who has participated in any village research reply to 
history@overbury.org or telephone 01386 725111. 
                                 Thank you, Penelope Bossom 

mailto:history@overbury.org
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Beckford Group Parish 
Annual Church Meetings and Elections March 2018 

 
The Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place 
on Thursday 22nd March at 7.30 pm in Overbury Village Hall.  Local Annual Church 
Meetings will be held prior to this meeting on the following dates: 
 
Beckford:  Thursday 1st March in St John the Baptist Church at 7.00 pm 
Ashton:   Wednesday 7th March at The Old Farmhouse at 7.00 pm 
     (coffee/tea and cakes from 6.30 pm) 
Overbury:  Wednesday 7th March in Berkeley House at 7.00 pm 
Chapelries: Wednesday 7th March in Teddington Village Hall at 7.30 pm 
(Alstone and Teddington) 
 
These meetings are open to everyone who lives in the Parish, or who is on the 
Church Electoral Roll. Please come along to hear reports on the past year’s  
activities and to have your say about the future. 
 
It will be appreciated if nominations to the Church Committees are made to the  
churchwardens* in each village in advance of the local Annual Meetings, and no later 
than the day before (see dates above). If you wish to nominate someone, you need to 
have their consent before doing so. Churchwardens and Church Committee  
representatives on the PCC are nominated at the local Annual Church Meetings for 
election at the Annual Vestry Meeting (Churchwardens) and the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting (PCC Members) on 22nd March. 
*Churchwardens are (contact information on the Directory page at the back of the 
magazine):  
 Ashton:   Alex Dodge 
 Beckford:  David Carvill 
 Overbury:  Faith Hallett 
 Chapelries: Alstone: Anne Kyle    Teddington:  Kieran Whelan 

Situations Vacant 

The present Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

Secretary is retiring in March and a replacement 

is needed. The job entails preparing agendas for 

and taking minutes at four PCC meetings during 

the year, plus the Annual Parochial Church  

Meeting in March. You are welcome to come 

along and see how the Parochial Church Council 

works at the next meeting of the Beckford Group 

PCC on Thursday 1st February at 7.30 pm in  

Teddington Village Hall. 

The post of Parish Electoral 

Roll Officer is currently  

vacant. The Electoral Roll  

Officer looks after the official 

record of parishioners for the 

Parish, supported by Electoral 

Roll Officers in each of the five 

churches who keep their  

individual church records up to 

date and pass that information 

to you. The Roll is updated  

annually in February, with a 

full revision once every five 

years. 

To Apply: If you feel you could contribute your time and talents, please contact the 

Vicar, Canon Matthew Baynes, on 01684 772237, who would be delighted to hear 

from you.  Matthew can usually be found in the Beckford Group Parish Office in  

Beckford Village Hall on Friday mornings. Amanda Bath, Parish Secretary, can also 

take your calls there on 01386 881349, on Fridays between 9:00 am and 12:00 noon. 
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News from Ashton under Hill 

Christmas in Ashton 
 

It was a joy to welcome so many friends and families to St Barbara’s Church in  
December 2017 to celebrate the coming of the Christ child. The church was packed 
as usual for our ever popular Ashton Celebration of Christmas on 13th December 
when the rafters rang to familiar carols, contributions from Ashton First School, the 
Ashton Christmas Singers, readers and young musicians, all rounded off with mulled 
wine and mince pies.  

 
Children and parents enjoyed the Christingle service on Advent Sunday 
and took part in the tableau in the Family Nativity service. We were  
indebted to the two organists who stood in at short notice when Anthony 
Greenwood, our regular organist was laid low with flu: Thomas  
Stephenson played at the Crib and Christmas Day services, and Philip 
Richardson at the Christmas Eve communion service.   

 
The Posada travelling nativity visited 27 families, returning 
to St Barbara’s on Christmas Eve. The Crib and Christmas 
Day Family Services were both very well attended – happy 
family gatherings infused with the excitement and wonder 
of the children at the age-old Christmas story.  
 
We extend heartfelt thanks to so many people – our congregations, the many  
readers, organists, musicians, singers, Ashton First School and our Lay Reader, 
John Dodge, who led five of the six services in December. 268 adults and 108  
children worshipped in St Barbara’s in December and £365 was raised for charities.  
St Barbara’s also hosted the Bredon Hill Academy carol services on 14th December. 
 
Everyone is always warmly welcome at St Barbara’s Church throughout the year.  
Please join us to celebrate Mothering Sunday with a family service on 11th March, 
United Parish Communion on Palm Sunday, 25th March, and a Family Communion 
Service followed by an Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Day, 1st April.   
 
Full details of these services will be in the March issue of the Parish Magazine.   
 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - January Report 

 

The January meeting was enlivened by a talk from 
Roger Workman who owns the very local “Cotteswold 
Dairies”.  We were very pleased to welcome Roger 
and Gill who is a WI member herself, along with  
Angelina who is their new marketing manager. The “Dairies” is still 
very much a family run business which is unusual; by maintaining 
high standards and progressive modernisation the dairy is proud of 
its continuing service in the community. 

The beginning of the dairy dates back to the 1930s and the days of Roger’s grandfather 
and father who were in farming near Tewkesbury. At the time the milk was sold on to the 
local milkman who would deliver twice a day to houses on his round. Gradually they took 
on the deliveries themselves and expanded by buying milk from other farms and  
employing additional milkmen. The business was called “Spa Farm” in the early days. 
One of the favourite rounds included the ‘big’ houses in the Tewkesbury area where it 
was important to keep on the right side of the housekeeper who reportedly ruled the 
roost. If she approved, the business could be very good indeed. 
Over the years the family have kept a keen eye on necessary improvements such as 
pasteurisation. They expanded by buying smaller businesses which were failing, so 
providing employment for some local people. They have had a high degree of loyalty 
from their staff – it sounds as though they treat them well and maintain the ethos of the 
family business. Today the “Dairies” are based at the depot in Cheltenham and they  
collect milk from fifty farms over the local area (into Wales!)   
Roger has quite a collection of memorabilia; he showed us  
photos of old style delivery carts and milk floats which we all  
remembered. They are an amazing contrast with the fleet of huge 
cooled tankers now on the roads. He brought along the jug and 
ladle in his collection, where milk was measured out from the 
churn. Glass bottles were then introduced, which today have  
almost been replaced by plastic containers. The bottle shapes 
too have changed; it is easy to forget the small bottles of orange juice and the card discs 
used as stoppers. We really enjoyed some of the anecdotes which Roger had collected. 
Certain notes left out for the milkman were quite (unintentionally) hilarious, such as “the 
wife’s in bed, please take money and leave change in the kitchen”. The talk then showed 
us illustrations of the present day operation: the mechanised bottling process and the 
high standards of hygiene which must be observed. The “Dairies” have developed over 
seventy lines in varieties of milk, including yogurt and organic milk, milk from free range 
cows, and they can deliver a wide range of goods. Their aim is to provide the customer 
with the service and products they want and we were impressed to learn that they supply 
the royal palaces. We were extremely pleased that Roger had brought along some  
samples. Our network had failed to ask the ladies to bring milk for the refreshments so 
we enjoyed joining the high-end customers. Gail Cook gave the vote of thanks. 
 

During the meeting we voted on the new Resolutions for 2018. The 
Ashton votes were chiefly in favour of “Mental Health Matters” with 
support for a campaign against FGM and Modern Slavery. It is  
interesting to see that last year’s environmental campaign against 
Microbeads in the ocean, and the use of microfibres, has currently 
come to the top of the political agenda. 
The next meeting is on 6th February at 7.30pm.when we welcome 
Diane Bennett from “Caring Hands in the Vale”. Items to donate to  

         the charity may be brought to the meeting.                                                     
                                 

                     Judith Hunter, Secretary 
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News From Overbury 

         The new season will soon be with us ! 
 

Overbury CC  has arranged indoor cricket nets at the  
Winchcombe Sports Centre, starting this month:   

 
SENIOR NETS - Sunday mornings,  9:30 – 12noon on 11th, 18th and  
25th February and on 4th, 18th and 25th March. 
 
JUNIOR NETS – Sunday mornings,  9:45 – 12noon on  8th, 15th, 
22nd and 29th April. 

Whether you are existing members of the club or  
new to us,  you are all most welcome ! 

 
          Dave Devereux (Chair), 01684 850329 / 07949 648372 

Overbury’s Carol Service took place on Sunday 17th December, led by Rev Rick 
Tett, and included John Betjamin’s poem ‘Advent 1955’ in addition to the traditional 
bible readings. The younger members of the congregation placed figures in the crib 
as the carols were sung, the Christmas Tree lights were turned on and a delicious 
bring and share tea was enjoyed after the service.    

 
Our Christmas Day Family Communion service was very well  
attended by 61 adults and 16 children.  
Led by Canon Susan Renshaw, this was 
a real celebration much enjoyed by all  
ages. One highlight was an increasingly 
lusty rendering of ‘A Partridge in a Pear 
Tree’, with the individual gifts being  

allocated to groups around the church (some, it has to be 
said, a little more tuneful than others!).  The children were all invited up to the altar to 
watch Susan prepare the bread and wine for Communion which helped them to  
understand what was happening and added a new dimension to the service. 
 
We at Overbury are all very sad to learn of Susan’s forthcoming  
retirement. During the years she has had responsibility for us, she 
has become an increasingly important part of our church lives,  
baptising, marrying and burying a number of residents with great 
skill and sensitivity and providing a wonderfully practical approach to 
the increasingly bureaucratic business of running a church.      
If in due course she is thinking of another part-time career, Susan 
need look no further than to become a clergy baptism coach!  Her 
ability to christen babes in arms (relatively easy) and toddlers (much 
more challenging!) whilst making the ceremony both meaningful and relaxed for  
anxious parents is second to none. The next baptism at Overbury will take place, 
most appropriately, at our Family Service on Mothering Sunday on 11th March.  
Come and celebrate with us all! 
 
There will of course be many tributes paid to Susan when she leaves. In the  
meantime, we will treasure and enjoy her hard work and commitment to our  
community. 
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News From Teddington and Alstone  

February Services in The Chapelries 
 

  February 4th:   9:30am, Alstone -  Holy Communion with Susan   

     February 11th:   9:30am, Teddington - Morning Prayer with Roger 

  February 18th:   6:00pm, Alstone - Taizé Worship with Susan  

Christmas Services 
Last month we wrote about the very successful Chapelries Carol  
Service held at Teddington church. We also had a very happy Crib 
and Christingle service at Alstone, attended by over 60 from both 
villages. The children loved to hear about Jesus’ birth from Susan, 
and they joined in setting up the crib and greeted with sparkling eyes 
the 25 Christingles handed out and lit by her. The quieter celebration 
of Holy Communion on the morning of Christmas Day at Teddington 
was also very well attended. 
We especially thank our clergy at this, their very busy time of year and also all who 
helped decorate the two churches so beautifully, took part in the services and gave so  
generously. 
 
Carol Singing 
On the 20th December, 21 carollers, including 7 children, set out to sing carols around 
Alstone. This year it was thankfully a nice calm night and a very successful one too as 
our house-to-house collection resulted in a splendid £160 for the Children’s Society.  
A big thank you to all who sang and gave so generously, to Clare Henderson who led 
us and to John Teare who provided warming seasonal refreshment afterwards. 
 
 

Teddington and Alstone Churches Annual Meeting  
The Teddington and Alstone Churches Annual Meeting is being held in Teddington  
Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 7th March and is open to anyone living in our  
villages.  
This year, as mentioned in last month’s magazine, we would particularly welcome 
new members for our church committee and Kieran or Anne look forward to  
hearing from anyone who is interested. You do not need to be a regular  
churchgoer. 

          Anne Kyle and Kieran Whelan, Church Wardens 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Saturday May 5th:  By popular request, the Teddington Church Tower will be open for 
Tower Tours from 1:00 - 4.30pm.  The Village Hall will also be open at the same time 
for light refreshments and villagers’ ‘Get Together’. The tower gives unparalleled  
panoramic views from the top as well as a close up view of the 17th century bells.   
This is a very rare opportunity so please note the date and don't forget to let your  
relatives know as several requests have come from people who have moved away.   
All the profit will go to maintaining the tower, the bells and the church structure.  
 
Saturday July 7th: After last year's success, we are again holding a Grand Coffee 
Morning Garden Party in the beautiful grounds of Bengrove Farm from 10.30am until 
12.30pm. This is always a great occasion and we would very much appreciate your 
support again this year. 
 

Please put these dates in your diaries & watch this space for further information. 
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News from Beckford 

Beckford’s Cookery Book 
As foreshadowed in last month’s magazine, we plan to produce a 
Beckford Village Cookery Book as a part of this year’s Open Village 
event in June.  We envisage a collection of favourite recipes – of all 
types: savoury and sweet, casual or more formal and suitable for the 
various seasons and special occasions – which have proved  
popular in family life. 
 
To add interest to the text of the book, any relevant anecdotes or stories relating to the  
submitted recipes would be welcome too – perhaps of their origin or special occasions 
catered for and memories evoked. 
  
Obviously it will take time to assemble the material and to prepare the book for  
publication, and we would like to receive your recipes by no later than 31st March 
please!  All such material should be sent to David Carvill at davidcarvill@tuca.co.uk or 
enclosed in an envelope to him at The Cot, Main Street, Beckford. Don’t forget to  
include your contact details so we can check any necessary facts – and give credit for 
the source of your contribution. In the case of any queries, please ring 01386 882002.   
 
Needless to say, please don’t feel excluded from the exercise if you live outside  
Beckford village boundaries – we would welcome all contributions to what we hope will 
be a successful, entertaining and useful book! 
 
Beckford Open Village 
Another productive planning meeting was well-attended on 11th January and plans are 
continuing apace for our June weekend. A third meeting is scheduled but please note 
that the date has been changed from that proposed at the last meeting: due to a 
diary clash, we shall now meet at 7.30pm on THURSDAY 15th MARCH, once again 
at The Stabling, Court Farm Lane, through the kindness of Jane and Mark.  Everyone 
is welcome to attend so don’t feel inhibited if you’ve been unable to attend earlier  
meetings: we would be delighted to see you! 
 
8am Holy Communion Service 

On the first Sunday* of each month, an early service of Holy 
Communion is held in Beckford church, according to the rites 
of the Book of Common Prayer. It is a short and simple service 
– without music - and offers an increasingly rare opportunity to 
savour the beautiful, timeless words of a prayer book  
composed in 1662 (at one time this was a weekly service in 
most churches). Those who attend appreciate the atmosphere 
of calm and reflection it engenders at the start of the day, with 
its familiar prayers used for so long in the Church of England. 
 

Sadly in recent months the number attending has dropped to the level where it  
becomes difficult to justify asking clergy to make the journey – often from a  
considerable distance – to come to lead our worship.  Whilst they are happy to do so, a 
greater attendance would offer encouragement for their efforts.   
Please come along to join us one Sunday soon, before the chance to experience 
the tradition and tranquillity of this service is lost for good. 
 
(* The only exception to this is in June when the service is transferred to the second 
Sunday to accommodate the service-needs of local garden festivals.) 

mailto:davidcarvill@tuca.co.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumb7.shutterstock.com%2Fdisplay_pic_with_logo%2F1290370%2F521308657%2Fstock-vector-christmas-nativity-religious-bethlehem-crib-scene-with-holy-family-of-mary-joseph-and-baby-jesus-521308657.jpg&imgre
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Beckford Coffee Morning 
 

On Friday 23rd February there will again be the opportunity to meet 
friends and neighbours from across the area for a social gathering, 
over coffee or tea and home-made cakes, in the chancel of Beckford 
church.  As always, we will open at 10.30am and you can drop in at 
any time after, until we close at 12 noon. The minimum donation  
remains at £2.50 – with free refills of beverage available.  We hope to 
see you there! 

 
Looking ahead to the March Coffee Morning, please note that, as the last Friday 
of that month will be Good Friday, our coffee morning will be brought forward to 
Friday 23rd March.  A reminder will of course appear in the March magazine. 

BECKFORD W.I. - January Report 
 
Our President Yo Yates welcomed 25 members to the first meeting of 2018 of Beckford 
WI at the Village Hall. Everyone had enjoyed the Christmas party with the musical  
entertainment. A donation in lieu of a fee has been made to Tewkesbury Foodbank. 
Preparations are well in hand for the trip to Stratford to visit the theatre and have a 
“Behind the scenes” tour, in February. 20 members are taking part. We are travelling 
there by the parish minibus and by car and will meet up for lunch before the tour. As part 
of our contribution to local causes Beckford WI are taking on the knitting of tiny  
cardigans for the premature babies at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital maternity unit. 
This is to be the craft project for 2018. In addition small knitted blankets are required and 
these will be made as well. Members who need to have their knitting skills refreshed will 
be able to have help from more experienced knitters.  
 
January is a busy time with the annual members’ meal at the Bell 
at Eckington and the initial rounds of the County Scrabble  
competition where keen players among the members will  
compete to be the individual who is selected to go into the next 
round and play against competitors from the other WIs in 
Tewkesbury Group. There is the usual monthly walk and a  
meeting of the Bookworms Book Club. The meeting in January is the main one when 
subscriptions are collected for the new year. Members receive a copy of the programme 
of meetings for the coming year and as usual it is very varied with speakers on topics 
ranging from creative metalwork, through a cookery demonstration to the history and  
archaeology of Bredon Hill. This latter is planned to be an open meeting as there is 
much interest in the topic. We hope to visit the Air Ambulance depot at Strensham and 
have a talk by the Evesham Fire and Rescue Service. A full programme is available to 
view in the village hall. 
After the business of the meeting had been concluded the Beetle Drive began. For those 
to whom this was a mystery the rules were explained to the members. Members had to 
draw a beetle having thrown the correct sequence of numbers using the dice provided. 
Once a completed beetle had been drawn anywhere in the room the game stopped and 
the people with the highest and the lowest scores moved onto other tables. This allowed 
new groups to form and the game started again. Prizes were awarded for the highest 
score for the total number of rounds and for the Best Drawn Beetle!  

 
The next meeting is on Monday 12th February at 7.30pm and is a cookery 
demonstration entitled “A Cosy Valentine’s Supper”. The speaker is  
Bev Brookes who is well-known to Beckford members.  
All visitors are most welcome. 
          Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumb7.shutterstock.com%2Fdisplay_pic_with_logo%2F1290370%2F521308657%2Fstock-vector-christmas-nativity-religious-bethlehem-crib-scene-with-holy-family-of-mary-joseph-and-baby-jesus-521308657.jpg&imgre
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            Bredon Hill Group Choir 
 

First of all, a huge thank you to those who joined us in the Bredon 

Hill Group choir for our Advent Carol Service. Everyone thought it 

was the best we’ve ever done so well done everyone! 

 

On the evening of Good Friday (30th March) at 7.30pm we will be holding a Bredon 

Hill Group service of words and music for Good Friday which will include the Fauré 

Requiem. Rehearsals will begin on Sunday 18th February at 4pm in Eckington 

Church. Please do come along and join us. The last time we sang the Fauré Requiem 

in 2009 we had an excellent review in the local press.  

 

Looking forward to seeing you.  

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
Friday 16th February, 2:30pm – 4.30pm 

Entrance fee of £3.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake plus 
all participation activities for those wishing to take part 

Family and friends most welcome. 
  

   For more information call Sue on 01242 620264, Brian on 01242 620898 
                    or email susancarter1402@gmail.com 

Update from Room 4, The Grange - Dennis Oxley in Residence. 
 
I’m delighted to be able to repeat my previous comments in that ‘I 
found Dennis on very good form’ when I visited him.   
 
Here’s an example. As I get older I find I myself unintentionally play-
ing a game of ‘what’s the surname’  The game can start like this ‘Ah, 
did you hear about Richard, ooh what’s his last name?’.  Then I give 
clues and either I then recall the name or the other person works it 
out and comes up with the name. Well, Dennis beat me 3-0  
today on recalling the surname!   
 
We discussed a range of eclectic topics ranging from the Dragon School in Oxford 
(which I discovered is nothing to do with Harry Potter) through to parish share via the 
British electoral system and more besides. It fair tuckered me out it did.   
 
So, if you fancy a conversation on a range of interesting topics or just a leisurely chat, 
then I can do no more than recommend that you drop into Room 4, The Grange where 
you’ll find a ‘not bad for an old ‘un’ gentleman ready and waiting to accommodate you. 
Dennis (as always) sends his very best to you all. 

                      Kieran Whelan 

mailto:susancarter57@btinternet.com
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A note from your Editor 
 
To avoid causing any upset, if you are sending any items for the magazine, 
can I ask that you check that details in your article are accurate, especially if 
they are personal details.  
                Many thanks, Chris Godfrey 

Kemerton Lectures, 18th January – 22nd March 2018 

Dr Gillian White 

The Glories of the Gothic: Abbot Suger and the Birth of Gothic Style 
 

Dr Gillian White is an art historian who has delighted us with several previous series of 
lectures. This term she focuses on the rise of the revolutionary Gothic style in the  
mid 12

th
 century and its spread, through architecture, stained glass, metalwork and  

other, from St. Denis to Chartres and then to England.  
France emerged as a powerful, centralised royal nation and Dr White examines the role 
that Abbot Suger and his abbey played in its propaganda. 
 

Victoria Hall, Kemerton; Thursdays, 7.30 -9.30 pm 
£5 per lecture (reductions for whole term).  Visitors welcome. 

Further details from Sue Bennett, 01386 725 245 

Executive Private Hire and Chauffeur Service  
at affordable prices 

 Local Travel 

 Airport Transfers 

 Seaport Transfers 

 Cotswold Tours 

 Corporate Travel 

 Sporting Events 

Wifi in car 

All major credit and debit cards accepted 

10% off Airport Transfers booked in February 

www.chapmansprivatehire.co.uk 
info@chapmansprivatehire.co.uk 

07701 375748                                  01242 361578 
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P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

0  1386 854797 
  07752 613814 

c&g 
Kitchens and bathrooms 

 

 

A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service 

and commitment to perfection. 
 

With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting 

service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation, 

our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.  
 

We also offer the following services: 
 

 Extensions         Building Renovations        Building maintenance   

Painting and Decorating  Built-in Wardrobes   Karndean Flooring 

 Garage Conversions    UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories  
 

For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today: 
 

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855 

Gloucester: 01452 618934 / 0781 043 6314 
 

E-mail: info@cheltenham-builders.co.uk 

Website: www.candgkitch.co.uk 
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Tel: 01386 881550 
Mobile: 07967 383639 

 



 

 

 

HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 
Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

SHED BASES 

 

Bases for: 

 Sheds 

 Summer Rooms 

 Offices 

 Garages 

 Workshops 

 Stables 

 Kennels / Catteries 

 Aviaries 

 Studios 

 

Plus Patios, Paths and Walls 

 

Call Martin on: 

01242 262782 

07766 794159 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT  
 

Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire  
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.  

 

Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.  
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom. 

 

Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand, 
France.  Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.  

Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking. 
 

For further details please look at the website: 
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Star Inn 
Ashton under Hill 

01386 881325 
 

 Delicious Homemade meals using local 

produce 
 
 

 Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or 

tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from 

the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we 

would love to see you. All occasions catered for. 

2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri  

Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST 
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL 

WR11 7SQ 
 

Comfortable en-suite accommodation set 
in a quiet location 

Breakfasts include our own  
free range eggs and honey.     

      
    JENNIFER CREESE 

Tel: 01386 881266  Mobile 07767205968 
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 10.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2018 subject to T and Cs.  

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com 

Amanda Bucher -  

Remedial Massage Therapist 

 Home Visits to treat muscular postural 

injuries, pregnancy massage and  

  lymphatic drainage. 

 Weleda-advisor for natural skin and 

body care. 

 Weleda skincare and organic facial 

treatments. 

 Hatha Yoga Teacher 

 One-to-one Yoga for better health,  

  flexibility and strength. 

  Bookings - Amanda Bucher   

Mobile 07876214919 

      amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk 

amandabucher.co.uk 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 
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OMmaZing  
Chocolates 

 

Luxury Handmade  
Chocolates, Truffles & 

Raw Organic Energy Balls                   
exquisitely handcrafted 

 by Daniella in Corse Lawn.  
 

 Made to order,  
exclusively for you. 

 
A gift for every occasion. 

Call Daniella 07801 498519 
www.ommazingchocolates.com 

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields 

 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
 

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes E Class Vehicles 

DOMESTIC 
HOME  

SUPPORT 
FRIENDLY &  

HELPFUL 
   SERVICE 

 General Help with  

 Everyday Tasks 

 Housekeeping/Cleaning 

 Shopping Trips 

 Doctor or Hospital  

 Appointments 

 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care 
Contact Jo for more  

information on 
0747 707 9516  

mailto:amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk


 

 

G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 
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Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  273118         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

  
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - JANUARY 2018 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer James Ledingham 07595 177118 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Churchwarden      Alex Dodge       01386 881487 
Secretary Alex Dodge       01386 881487 
Treasurer David Hunter  01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter   01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey  01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
Secretary 

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  
 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin         01242 620565 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) 
                  ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 
 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 

Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins44@btinternet.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 

Web Site 
 

www.bredonhillgroup.org 
  

Canon Matthew Baynes Vicar, Beckford Group Parish 

01684 772237      Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Beckford, Teddington and Alstone 

mbaynes@toucansurf.com Rector of Bredon with Bredon’s Norton,  
 

Canon Susan Renshaw Associate Priest  
01386 750203 Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury 
canonsusan@btinternet.com Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford, Rural Dean of Pershore 
 
Revd Rick Tett  Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill 
01386 751152  Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers       John Dodge              The Old Farmhouse, Ashton under Hill 01386 881487 
  Roger Palmer            5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road   01386 881746 
 

Treasurer  Mike Sanger-Davies   01386 881910 
Parish Enquiries via The Rectory, Bredon    01684 772237 
 Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                  amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net 
 Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon     01684 772237 
 Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford    01386 881349 
 
Dennis Oxley has now retired from active ministry but would very much welcome visitors at his new home at  
The Grange, Grange Road, Tewkesbury GL20 8HZ  

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in February - New Format 

 
For this year, due to a reduced demand for the 
Worcester trip every fortnight, we are planning to vary 
the destination on the fourth Friday each month. 

 

     2nd and 16th to Bishops Cleeve        

     9th to Worcester 

     23rd to The Valley (formally Twyford/Evesham Country Park) 

 

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

See pages 4 & 5 for details of the Lent Course and Lent Lunches 
 

1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                              6:00pm    

2nd   Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                12:30pm 

4th  Christingle Service at Overbury                                11:00am 

6th  Ashton W.I. ‘Caring Hands in the Vale’, Ashton Village Hall                        7:30pm   

12th  Beckford W.I. ‘A Cosy Valentine’s Supper’,  Beckford V.H.                                  7:30pm    

13th  Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall                       12:30pm 

14th  Bredon Hill Group Ash Wednesday Service at St Giles Church, Bredon     7:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for March 

   Teddington 50+ Club, Teddington Village Hall                                      2:30pm - 4:30pm 

18th  Choir rehearsals begin for the Group Good Friday Service - see page 14 for details 

   Taizé Service at Alstone Church                              6:00pm 

21st  Coffee Morning in aid of Midland Air Ambulance - see page 8 for details 

23rd  Beckford Coffee Morning in the church                                                                10:30am  

25th  United Worship at Beckford                                                               10:00am 

28th  Beckford Gardening Club, ‘Beyond the Garden Gate’, Beckford V.H.                7:30pm 


