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“The sun was warm but the wind was chill. 

You know how it is with an April day. 

When the sun is out and the wind is still, 

You're one month on in the middle of May. 

But if you so much as dare to speak, 

A cloud comes over the sunlit arch, 

And wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you're two months back in the middle of March.” 

 

                   -  Robert Frost  



 

 

Page 2 

The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted at  
any time on: 01684 772237 or email: baynes@toucansurf.com.  
Parish Office:  
Tuesday mornings: 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall),: 9am to 12 noon:  
01386 881349  
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net  (Parish Secretary) 

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
 
Clergy:    Revd Canon Matthew Baynes        Revd Canon Susan Renshaw         
    Revd David Lewis         Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
 
Readers:    John Dodge                                          Roger Palmer 

MAY Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

6th May 

6th Sunday 

of Easter 

6.00 pm 

Spring 

Songs of 

Praise 

J Dodge 

& Lay Team 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

Family  

Service with 

Baptism 

S Renshaw 

  

9.30 am 

CW HC 

M Baynes 

13th May 

7th Sunday 

of Easter 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Spiller 

6.00 pm 

Evening 

Worship 

S Renshaw 

11.00 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

G Pharo 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

R Palmer 

 

20th May 

Pentecost 

Sunday 

11.00 am 

Annual  

Service of 

Thanksgiving 

D Lewis 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

D Lewis 

 

6.00 pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

R Tett 

27th May 

Trinity  

Sunday 

  

10.00 am 

United Parish 

Rogation  

Service 

G Pharo 

  

JUNE           

3rd June 

1st Sunday 

of Trinity 

11.00 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

6.00 pm 

Open Village 

Evening 

Worship 

M Baynes 

11.00 am 

Family  

Service 

R Tett 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 
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Glimpses of God 
 
Having been inducted as Rector on Sunday 4th March, I 
found that my first semi-official duty was to attend the  
Monday Club the following afternoon. In the village hall at 
Elmley Castle we were treated to a slideshow, featuring Alan 
Watkins’ superb photos of the Lake District. These whetted 
my appetite, because I knew that after Easter I was going to 
have a few days holiday at one of my favourite haunts, in 
Great Langdale just west of Ambleside. 
 
I always enjoy going to the Lake District, and wish I could do so more often.  
Twenty-three years ago I actually went to live and work in the city of Carlisle, and I 
hoped I would have opportunities for walking on the hills. In practice that did not really 
happen. I had two jobs – Team Vicar in a parish and Chaplain in a hospital – with the 
sentences to run concurrently, so I was pretty busy most of the time. In the event I 
lived in Carlisle for nearly three years and I think I went out walking in the hills on about 
five days during that time. 
 
Undeniably there is something unique about the Lake District. Maybe the clue is in the 
name: the lakes themselves add something that other mountainous regions lack. The 
magic lies in the contrast between the lakes and the fells – between the calm of the 
water and the rugged outcrops of rock visible above.  
 
There is also the fact that the Lakeland hills are not massively high when compared 
with great ranges such as the Alps or the Himalayas. Of course they are steep and  
potentially dangerous, and they demand respect. But they are on a human sort of scale 
– almost a domestic scale. Having said that, they are challenging to walk on. In the 
Alps or Pyrenees you might be moving uphill (or downhill) for hours at a stretch, which 
at least allows you to establish some kind of rhythm. In the Lake District the gradient is 
constantly chopping and changing, which can make progress particularly tiring. 
 
The obvious beauty of the landscape has drawn writers, artists and romantics, the 
most famous of whom include Wordsworth and Ruskin, Beatrix Potter and Arthur  
Ransome. And countless other people have fallen in love with this relatively small  
corner of England. Maybe that is another clue. The Lake District hints at great  
mountains and adventures, but at the same time it feels terribly English. A place to 
step aside from the mundane plod of everyday life and to see evidence of the raw  
forces of nature. A place where one might catch glimpses of God, if only it stops  
raining and the clouds lift for long enough. 
 
                        David Lewis 
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Catch Project in Mzamomhle, East London, South Africa  
 
I am delighted to report that over Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday some £417.85 was raised to support the Catch Project in 
Mzamomhle, East London, South Africa. This was a             
combination of £45 raised at the Maundy Thursday Passover 
meal in Bredon and £372.85 raised at the Good Friday Service 
on the top of Bredon Hill. The latter was pretty astonishing  
considering the appalling weather conditions that marked this 
year’s Good Friday Pilgrimage, and is thanks to the generosity of those who made it to 
the top of the Hill. 
 
Funding for Catch is especially important at the moment as a number of major  
supporters have withdrawn support and moved on to other things. For those of you not 
aware of Catch’s vital work, below is a description of their vision. 

 
“ - Caring, Affirming & Training for Change -                  
CATCH Projects gives its efforts to the township of Mzamomhle, 
the main township in Gonubie and one of the largest townships 
in East London, South Africa. We are daily dedicated to caring 
for the children that are brought up in poverty through             
educational and recreational clubs, affirming women's rights 

through HIV/AIDS support and empowerment forums, and training the leaders of those 
in the township to seek dreams beyond what they see daily in the heart of the township. 

Our dream is to eliminate poverty by re-establishing hope, enabling power, and creating 
a desire for a better world in the hearts of women and children.” 
 
I have visited the Mzamomhle myself and can testify to the incredible commitment of 
Sue Davies (pictured above) who has given her heart and soul to this project over many 
years. 

Matthew Baynes 
 

Would you like to help with a donation? 
Whatever you can give will be hugely appreciated and goes directly to where it is 
most needed.  Please drop your donation in to your local churchwarden, who will 
pass it on to be forwarded c/o Margie Schutte to the CATCH team.   
Contact details for your churchwarden can be found in the Parish Directory at the 
back of this magazine. 
 

Thank you so much for your support 

Thank You! 

 
My thanks to all those from around Bredon Hill who 
sang in the choir for our Good Friday service at  
Eckington. Everyone I have spoken to said that they 
thought it was the best the choir had ever sung and was 
extremely moving.  

A very special thank you to Charles for enabling us to 
reach such a high standard. 

                       Susan Renshaw 
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Beckford Group Parish PCC Secretary 

 
Beckford Group Parish PCC is seeking to appoint a  

new PCC Secretary to clerk and minute nine meetings a 
year with associated administration.  

There is a small honorarium offered of £10 per hour 
with an expectation that the job will take up  

around  36 - 40 hours per year.  
 

Please apply to the Vicar, Canon Matthew Baynes, The Rectory, Bredon,  
Tewkesbury Glos. GL20 7LT : mbaynes@toucansurf.com.  

 
The post is subject to the safer recruiting policy operated by  

Beckford Group Parish PCC 

   Ashton under Hill Open Gardens 
 

      Saturday and Sunday 9th and 10th June 2018 
  1:00pm to 6:00pm 

 

 24 gardens open   

 ‘Open Front Gardens’ 

  Botanical Painting Exhibition in St Barbara’s Church  

  Beekeeping display & display by RSPB    

 Children’s Quiz 

   Organ recitals and flower displays in St Barbara’s Church 

  Quality plant and craft sales   

 Light lunches from 12.00 ♦ Teas and cream teas ♦ Ice creams 

  Free parking for cars and coaches ♦ Complimentary shuttle bus service 

  Saturday entry also valid on Sunday 
 

Admission £6.00 – Children under 16 free 
 
 

Proceeds in aid of St Barbara’s Church and  
Community projects 

 
As the threat of more snow finally recedes and winter gives way to spring preparations 
are already underway in Ashton under Hill for this year’s Open Gardens. This great 
community event raised £8,500 in 2017 to support the church and other village  
activities. Hopefully many of you from the surrounding churches will be able to come 
along again in 2018. This year’s theme is ‘Nature in the Garden’ and there will be  
exciting stalls in the village and an art exhibition in St Barbara’s Church to support the 
theme.  
As always, the event depends on volunteers so if you live nearby and can help with 
catering, programme selling or car parking please get in touch. We are always looking 
for additional volunteers. 
 

Website: www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk    
Email: contact@ashtonopengardens.co.uk    

Contact: John Kenrick 01386 881431, Andrew Cooke 01386 881715 
or Alex Dodge 01386 881487 
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News From Overbury 

The weather at the top of Bredon Hill on Good Friday was dreadful. Twenty two  
people who were too sensible or not intrepid enough to make the pilgrimage to the 
Tower attended St Faith’s for, as one member of the congregation put it, “an hour of 
gentle reflection and wonder at the sacrifice on the cross. The heart and soul of the 
matter was laid bare, brave and believable, led by Reverend Christopher Frith in love 
and faith”. Easter Sunday saw a joyful family communion service conducted by  
Reverend Clive Parr and the following Sunday we were lucky enough to have a visit 
from the Archdeacon, The Venerable Robert Jones, who preached “the best sermon I 
have heard in years”. 
 
After the miserable weather we have endured recently, Grand 
National Saturday brought a welcome hint of spring with much 
higher temperatures and blue skies.    
Alas, we reverted to more wintery condition for Lambing Live 
Sunday which took place on April 15th and was attended by 
something in the region of 800 people of all ages.    
They were transported up to Park Farm in trailers where a larger 
than usual number of ewes obliged by giving birth in front of a delighted audience.  
Delicious cakes and refreshments were served in the Village Hall.  
 
With the forecast set for warmer weather in the immediate future, we are all turning 
our thoughts to more summery activities. The Parish Rogation Service is due to take 
place in Overbury this year and we look forward to welcoming our friends from all the 
other churches for a walk around the Village as we celebrate the beauty of our  
delightful Worcestershire countryside and the hard work put in by all the farmers in 
maintaining the land and producing our food. 

OVERBURY AND CONDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

The ANNUAL PARISH MEETING for all members of the parish has been         

arranged for Monday 14th May at 6.45pm in Overbury Village Hall.   

This is an ideal opportunity to meet the Councillors informally and to discuss any 

parish matters. 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will follow the Annual Parish Meeting.  

Please contact the Clerk, Ros Long, on 01386 725111 by Monday 7th May with 

items for discussion at the Parish Meeting or to be included on the Parish Council’s 

Annual Meeting agenda. 

Ros Long/Clerk to the Parish Council 

01386 725111 - e-mail: ros@overburyestate.co.uk 

REMINDER ................ 

The OVERBURY STREET MARKET takes place     

between 10am and midday on Saturday 14th July 

this year – full details next month  but in the 

meantime contact Andrew John on 01386 725229 

or Overbury Estate Office on 01386 725111 for 

further information. 
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            2018 SEASON 
 

After a very good preparation day at the club, the nets and 
pavilion are looking great and senior practices are well 
under way every Tuesday evening (6.30pm - 8:00pm) 
Owing to the very wet conditions it has been extremely 
difficult to get the field ready for matches. The April  

           friendlies had to be cancelled but we hope that our first  
           senior league matches will start in early May.   
        New players are always welcome. 
 
Junior outdoor training has resumed on Friday evenings (6:30pm - 7:00pm), 
organised by our very experienced Youth Manager, Dave Westmore.   
     New junior players are again most welcome (age 5-16).  
  
We hope to run a number of special events in 2018 and it would be great to 
see you at all or any of them.  Please note these dates in your diaries:- 
 

  Saturday 26th May - Club Quiz at the cricket pavilion 

         Friday  8th June - Club Golf Day  

         Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th June - Annual Six-a-Side Contest  

                                                      (featuring local clubs) 

         Friday 20th July - Fun Night 

 
We are always pleased to see new social members of course, on payment of a  
donation. In addition to match days, the pavilion is open on most Friday evenings from 
6.30pm. Please come along ! 
  
     Dave Devereux, OCC Chairman   (01684 850329 or 07949 648372) 
     Dave Westmore, Junior Chairman  (07747 092870) 
     http://overbury.play-cricket.com 
 
           

Open Garden in Overbury 

 

Whitcombe Garden opens its gates for the first time this year  

in aid of the National Gardens Scheme on Sunday 6th May from  

2:00pm until 5:00pm.   

 

Teas will be served with the proceeds going to the  

Friends of Overbury School.    

http://overbury.play-cricket.com/
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News from Ashton under Hill 

   

St Barbara’s Annual Service of Thanksgiving, Ashton 
Sunday 20th May at 11.00 am 

 
In our Annual Service of Thanksgiving we give thanks to and for everyone who  
supports the life, work and worship of St Barbara’s Church throughout the year and 
everyone is warmly invited to attend.  
This year we take pleasure in welcoming Revd David Lewis the new incumbent of the 
Elmley Castle parish with pastoral responsibility for Ashton: please come and take this 
opportunity to get to know David. This will be Alex’s last service as churchwarden. If 
you are interested in joining the church committee and supporting the work of your  
village church, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
 

Please join us and stay for a glass of wine and nibbles afterwards. 
 

Looking ahead ... 
 

Ashton Open Gardens Service of Evening Praise 
Sunday 10th June at 6:30 pm 

 

This year Ashton Open Gardens is celebrating ‘Nature in the Garden’. 
There will be an exhibition of Beth Phillip’s beautiful botanical paintings 
in St Barbara’s Church, complemented with colourful themed floral  
arrangements by our talented team of flower arrangers, for you to  
enjoy throughout the weekend.  
 
On the evening of Sunday 10th

 
June there will be a Service of  

Evening Praise, led by Revd David Lewis, at 6:30pm in which we will 
round off our Ashton Open Gardens weekend giving thanks for all the 
hard work of the community and for our visitors. 
 

 

 
Christian Aid Week 2018 

 
The annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning will be our  
fund-raising effort for Christian Aid in Ashton. 
It will be held on Tuesday 22nd May from 10:00 am to 12:00 
noon at Willow End, Elmley Road, Ashton under Hill.  
Donations, especially with Gift Aid, welcomed. 

 
There has been much controversy recently about charities and 'non-ethical'  
behaviour by certain staff in responsible positions.  Christian Aid has not been one of 
those charities mentioned. However, I feel that the whole sector is under scrutiny and 
will need to examine their respective set-ups very quickly, so that action will be taken. 
Meanwhile the need for our help remains vital in many parts of the world, where people 
remain vulnerable to the effects of conflicts, hunger and disease, including millions of 
children and young people. For these reasons we must continue to fundraise or their 
suffering will only be intensified.  
                        Judith Hunter 
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Tewkesbury Choral Society     
www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk  

Saturday 12th May, 7:30pm at Tewkesbury Abbey 
Tewkesbury Choral Society with  Chameleon Arts Orchestra 

directed by John Holloway 
Hannah Davey – Soprano     Paula Badley - Tenor 

Felix Mendelssohn – Hear My Prayer and Hymn of Praise  

Tickets £15 from Society members, Tewkesbury Abbey Shop 01684 856148, 
online at Ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s or on the door. Accompanied school children free. 

ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - April Report 

 

We were unlucky to have to change the advertised entertainment for the 
April meeting but were very pleased to welcome the choir “Mums Aloud” 
from Elmley Castle who have sung for us before. 
 
After receiving apologies given for absent members, President Marjy Facer introduced 
Jenny Newbury who leads and accompanies the choir. Jenny gave a short history of the 
forming of the group who come from local villages around the Hill. They all give their time 
voluntarily, and have achieved a very high standard. They raise thousands of pounds for 
local causes and the highlight of the year is the annual Christmas concert held at Elmley 
Castle Church. At the present time they are raising funds for the St Richard’s               
bereavement charity.  
We much enjoyed a varied programme which included songs such as “Climb Ev’ry 
Mountain” and “Amazing Grace”. Also included were some amusing poems written by 
Pam Ayres. Marjy thanked Jenny and the singers for giving us such an entertaining   
programme at very short notice. 
 
The business part of the meeting followed. There are many summer events coming up in 
Worcestershire for the Centenary year. The special event 
will be a huge county-wide  picnic and evening of musical 
entertainment at Avoncroft Open Air museum, Bromsgrove, 
in August. Also planned is a trip to Kew Gardens and a Vale 
outing to Ironbridge in July. Our Craft group will be planning 
the entry for the competition at the Malvern AM in October. 
Meanwhile some members are attending a cookery demo at 
Waitrose Cheltenham, and a day trip to Bath by train is proving popular for May. 
Birthday posies were presented to Pat Smith and Marion Nelson.  
 
            Our next meeting will be at 7:30pm on Tuesday 1st  
            May when we hold our Annual Meeting. Marion will be 
            leading us in ‘gentle exercise and dance.’  
            New members always welcome.                                                                                 
                                                              

                   Jen Creese / Judith Hunter 

http://www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk
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News From Teddington and Alstone 

May Services in The Chapelries 
 

  May 6th:   9:30am, Teddington - Holy Communion with Matthew          

  May 13th:   9:30am, Alstone - Morning Prayer with Roger 

  May 20th:    6:00pm, Teddington - Evening Prayer with Rick 

Saturday 5th May from 1:00pm - 4.30pm 

Teddington  Church  Tower Tours and Get Together in the Village Hall  

 

Do join us at Teddington on Saturday 5th May for  
the Teddington Church Tower Tour.  
The tower was built (or rebuilt) in 1564 and houses  
400-year old bells, but above all there are magnificent  
views from the top.  

 
There will also be a Treasure Hunt for the children  

and flowers in the church.  
 

The Village Hall will be open at the same time for a village ‘Get Together’ when  
delicious teas will served and there will be stalls and a raffle. 

 
We hope you’ll come along to meet up with villagers from both Alstone and  

Teddington - please tell all your friends about it too. 

Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be holding the  
next meeting on Tuesday 29th May in Teddington church at 7:00pm.   

 
This meeting will consist of the AGM, Parish Council meeting and Annual Parish 
Meeting, which is an opportunity to informally mingle with councillors when  
refreshments are served.  
 
Do come along and chat over a glass of wine. You may feel inclined to join the  
Parish Council when you find out a bit more about what we do. 

 
If you'd like any information about applying, please contact  

Jackie Broadbridge on 621501.  
 

♦♦♦ NB. Please note the change of date, time and venue for this meeting ♦♦♦ 

Teddington Church Flower Ladies invite you to join 

them for a Cream Tea on Sunday, 17th June from 

3:00pm until 5:00 pm  

at Caragh Lodge, Church Lane, Teddington,  

to be held in the garden if fine. 

 

All proceeds towards the Teddington Church Flower Fund  

and Cotswold Riding for the Disabled Association at Prestbury Park. 
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TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
 

Please Note:  There will be no 50+ Club meeting in May 

The Annual Christian Aid Collection May 13th - 19th 
 

Christian Aid envelopes will be delivered to each  
household in Teddington and Alstone with this magazine 
and these will give details about their collection.  
We still need a collector in Teddington so if you can help 
please do get in touch with either Kieran on 01242 620763 

or Anne on 01242 620351.  
Christian Aid house-to-house collections raise almost £9m across the UK every year 
for this important charity which fights poverty, mainly in the poorer countries of the 
world. If you could help, even with just a dozen houses, then please get in touch with 
Kieran  Whelan(01242 620763)  or Anne Kyle (01242 620351).  

With so many people facing loss of their homes, injury and famine  
across the world the need this year is more acute than ever. 

Please do give generously to this vital charity. 

May Day Tradition 
 
In the sixteenth century it was still customary for the middle and humbler classes to go 
forth at an early hour of the morning in order to gather flowers and hawthorn branches, 
which they brought home about sunrise with accompaniments of horn and tabor and all 
possible signs of joy and merriment. With these spoils they would decorate every door 
and window in the village. By a natural transition of ideas, they gave to the hawthorn 
bloom the name of the May; they called this ceremony the ‘bringing home the May’. 
They spoke of the expedition to the woods as ‘going a-Maying’. 
 
                                            Chambers Book of Days (1864) 
9th May 1671 
 
On this date, the Irish adventurer Thomas Blood (c.1618 - 1680), known as Colonel 
Blood, stole the crown of England. The ingeniously contrived plot involved first striking 
up an acquaintance with the keeper of the royal regalia, Talbot Edwards. Having 
gained his trust and esteem over a period of time, Blood was able to arrange a special 
visit to the jewel house on the morning of 9th May for a private viewing of the regalia 
with two ‘friends’. Once inside, they bound and gagged Edwards, who nevertheless 
tried to raise the alarm: 

‘Yet Edwards persisted in attempting to make all the noise he could, upon 
which they knocked him down by a blow on the head with a wooden  
mallet. As he still remained obstinate, they beat him on the head until he 
became insensible: but recovering a little and hearing them say they  
believed him dead, he though it prudent to remain quiet. The three men 
now went to work, Blood placing the crown under his cloak while one of 
his companions, named Parrot, put the orb in his breeches while the other 
proceeded to file the sceptre in two.’ However, the robbers were  

interrupted by Edward’s son and his brother-in-law, Captain Beckham. They made their 
escape with the crown and orb but were pursued and caught by Beckham. 
At his trial before King Charles II, Blood succeeded, with eloquent trickery, in securing 
not only a pardon, but also a grant of land in Ireland and other favours! 
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News from Beckford 

Beckford Coffee Mornings 
Proceeds from this month’s Beckford Coffee Morning – on Friday 25th May – will be 
donated to Christian Aid as we are no longer able to arrange door-to-door collections.  
As always it will be held in the chancel, from 10.30am to 12 noon and the minimum 
charge for coffee or tea (with free refills) and a choice of home-made cakes, is £2.50.  
However please feel free to donate as high a sum as you wish to assist this worthwhile 
charity in continuing its important work! 
Footnote: it may be remembered from the last magazine that the proceeds from the 

March Coffee Morning were to be devoted to the Bishop’s Lent 
Appeal, in support of the cash-strapped Berega Hospital in our 
link diocese of Morogoro. We’re delighted to report that through 
the generosity of  our patrons, the sum of £108.70 was collected 
that morning and consequently, when the collection at the  
February United Service was added, we were able to send the 
sum of £200 to the Appeal: a very satisfactory total – thank you!   

 
CORRECTIONS TO BECKFORD’S APRIL REPORTS 
As clear evidence that the Beckford warden is losing his grip, two items in 
the April magazine require correction or amendment………...  
 
♦♦♦ Beckford Open Village Preserves Stall 
In the article asking for donations of preserves for Anna’s stall at Beckford 
Open Village, her email address was shown incorrectly (the fault of the  
reporter not the Editor!): the correct address is  

annamariebrown@hotmail.co.uk  
Apologies for the error and please do support Anna in this new initiative! 
And as before, for those not able to access email, phone messages to David on 
882002 will be passed on to Anna. 
 
♦♦♦ Anglo/US Celebration 

It has been pointed out that the report of the American visitors gave 
the false impression that the bell-ringing which preceded the  
Evensong on 11th March was arranged purely for their benefit.  
This was not in fact the case and it was actually in honour of  
Mothering Sunday which fell on the same day. However, the  
conjunction of the two events, which resulted in their invitation to the 
ringing chamber, gave them the opportunity to enjoy first-hand a 
wonderful experience of a British tradition which they greatly  
enjoyed. 

BECKFORD NATURE RESERVE 10th ANNIVERSARY GALA SUPPER 
Friday 18th May 2018 7:30 pm  

 
Come and celebrate the 10th anniversary of the establishment of 
Beckford’s very own Nature Reserve. There is to be a two course  
barbecue meal, with salads, in the Beckford Inn marquee with live 
band ‘Boomerang’ and a fun casino for entertainment as well as the 
annual raffle. A licensed bar will also be available.  
Menu choices include vegetarian and gluten free options. 

 
Tickets priced £15 are available from Beckford Stores or email requests to Tina Brown 

at pebrown@hotmail.co.uk from April 3rd.  

The support of the village for this wonderful amenity calls for great celebration! 

mailto:annamariebrown@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:pebrown@hotmail.co.uk
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BECKFORD W.I. - April Report 
 

Our President, Yo Yates welcomed 27 members to the Village Hall. She was delighted 
to also welcome over 25 visitors who had come to hear the talk by our guest speaker 
Deborah Overton. These included representatives of a number of local WIs including 
Newtown, Bredon, Kemerton and Dumbleton. She hoped that our visitors would take the 
opportunity to stay for refreshments after the talk and have a look at the knitted items 
that were part of the 2018 project to provide cardigans and blankets for the babies at the 
Neonatal Care Unit at Gloucester Royal Hospital. Yo then introduced Deborah who had 
come to speak about the Archaeology and History of Bredon Hill.  
 
Deborah is a retired Landscape Archaeologist, who lives 
locally. She took us back in time with an illustrated talk 
featuring the archaeology of the northern side of the hill. 
The starting point for the journey was Woollashall which 
is a deserted medieval village. Little remains except  
hummocks and the ridge and furrow patterns of the  
ancient farming practices. In medieval time the fields 
would have been full of people working the land. It was 
very intensively farmed and although poor land of low  
fertility, it provided the food for the people of the area. 
The present building, Woollas Hall is Jacobean in age and close by the site of  
St Katherine’s Chapel. This was built near to a holy well but nothing remains of the  
chapel. Bredon Hill was always strategically important as it provides good views over the  
surrounding countryside and can be defended easily. There is evidence of Saxon  
settlements but they tend to be hidden under more recent  buildings.  
At the top of the hill there is an Iron Age Hill Fort. There would have been round houses 
within the hill fort. The ramparts that helped to defend the fort are clear to see and  
represent a huge amount of labour needed to excavate using very basic tools such as 
picks made of antlers. The hill fort was abandoned but there were large Iron Age  
settlements at Beckford and Aston Mill. In the 1930s excavations revealed various  
structures such as pits for storing grain. Nowadays excavations are prohibited but items 
are still coming to light as a result of ploughing activity. This revealed the burial  
site of two individuals in a round barrow which dates from the Bronze Age. Although 
there is little to see on the surface, Deborah’s insights make her listeners more aware of 
the history of the hill as they look around and realise the significance of even small  
indentations in the surrounding fields.  
Deborah answered a number of questions and Yo thanked her for her fascinating talk. 
She then invited everyone to have refreshments after the raffle. 
Since the last meeting there had been a gathering of the Bookworms Book Club and the 
book “The Enchanted April” had been much enjoyed.  
Members had been to the Annual Council Meeting in Cheltenham where the speakers 
were Adam Henson and Sue Wilson. Planning for the Christmas Group carol service to 
be hosted by Beckford WI is taking place and help was sought for the teas to be served 
by the WI in the Village Hall over the Beckford Open Village weekend, which is the first 
weekend in June.  
Members are due to visit the Midlands Air Ambulance depot at Strensham this month. 

 
The next meeting is on Monday May 14th at 7:30pm and will comprise the 
discussion of the Resolution to be debated at the NFWI Annual meeting 
followed by a gardening quiz and a bring and buy plant stall. All visitors 
are most welcome. 
           Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary  
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        Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd 
 
The committee met on Monday 26th March. 
We continue to discuss the £16,000 estimate for lowering and  
insulating the main hall ceiling, the agreed next step in the  
refurbishment programme. It has been commented that it could take a 
long time to recoup the costs; on the other hand, many agreed that a 
lower ceiling would result in a cosier, warmer hall. We have already lost 

one booking because the hall was cold! Better lighting once the ceiling is in place would also 
be most welcome. We are actively looking for grants which would cover the £6,000 or so  
needed for the next stage to go ahead without excessively running down our cash balance. 
Meanwhile, hall bookings remain at a good level, and we have received several good one-off 
bookings such as a sale of tweed clothes and an extra dance class. The fields have become 
very popular with caravanners and we have several bookings for caravan groups throughout 
the summer. 
The Beetle Drive for children mentioned last month has been postponed for various reasons, 
and we have now pencilled in the date of Friday September 7th for this event.  
With things running smoothly at the hall, the committee does not need to meet every month, 
and the next meeting will be on Monday May 21st. 
 
                                            Graham Galer, BCVH Ltd Secretary 

Craniosacral Therapy  -  Helen Beale IPTI 
01386 725059         07811820717     helenbsl@btinternet.com 

Based at Kemerton Acupuncture Clinic 

 
Craniosacral Therapy for adults 
Craniosacral Therapy is subtle, non-invasive and  
powerful. It is light-touch but deep-reaching, releasing  
restrictions in connective tissue anywhere in the body and 
nurturing the central nervous system. Physically it can  
release acute and chronic pain / restriction/ injury.  
Emotionally it can calm, nourish and support.  
People bring a wide range of problems for treatment such as: BACK PAIN, NECK 
PAIN, JOINT PAIN, HEADACHES, MIGRAINES, SCIATICA, SINUSITIS, TINNITUS, 
DENTAL TRAUMA, JAW TENSION, TRIGEMINAL NEURALGIA, INJURIES, M.S., 
M.E, INSOMNIA, ANXIETY. 
 
 

Craniosacral Therapy for Babies and Children 
The birth journey can put stress and exceptional demands 
on a baby. The physical and emotional impact can get 
‘locked in’ and lead to problems. Cranial work gently but 
thoroughly releases these physical and emotional traumas 
as early as possible in a child’s development.  
Typical problems presented for treatment: SLEEP  
PROBLEMS, EXCESSIVE CRYING, UNSETTLED  
BEHAVIOUR, COLIC, REFLUX, FEEDING PROBLEMS. 

 

Somato-Emotional Release and Somatic Writing for Individuals and Groups. 
For those who wish to enrich body-mind integration, or explore emotional patterns,  
Body-dialoguing and imaginative work can be helpful. Somatic writing adds another  

dimension: through the process of writing, body-held material emerges, becomes a 

creative process and offers integration. 

ADVERTISEMENT: The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.                    

mailto:helenbsl@btinternet.com
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Parish Walks 2018 - details of the August walks will be in the June magazine 
 

May 14th –  Andrew: Beckford, Bluebell Wood and Grafton.  Park at Beckford Village Hall. We 
will gently climb halfway up Bredon Hill to visit the Bluebell Wood and then on to Grafton. Then 
it's all downhill and flat as we return to Beckford. 4 miles. Hilliness: Gentle/Moderate, Stiles: 2  
 
May 21st – Sharon, Sue & Rita: Dumbleton circular: Meet at the Sports /social club. (On  
entering Dumbleton from Beckford, turning on your left. THERE IS A SIGN. Up the lane, Club 
car parking on your left.) Walk is  3½ miles. Steep climb to the top which can get muddy, but 
good views of Bredon Hill and Evesham.  
 
May 28th – Roger Fowler: Meet at Hanley Swan starting by the village pond. Parking on the 
slip road by the Swan Inn (Grid Ref. 812428). Parking is limited so car sharing is advised.  
There are eleven stiles one of which is rather awkward, and it's a bit muddy in places. 
  
June 4th – Evesham Ladies, Moggie & Pat: Meet at the public car park at Jubilee bridge on the 
River Avon between Fladbury and Charlton. The walk will be flat including riverside, fields and 
Fladbury mill. Approx 4-5 miles long. Some stiles. Refreshment available after the walk at The 
Chequers, or Gardeners Arms. 
 
June 11th – Sue & Richard : Winchcombe. Meet in the car park behind Winchcombe Library for 
a walk taking in some local points of interest including Sudeley Castle. Broadly level, just a few 
stiles.  
 
June 18th – Ray and Ieuan: Nottingham Hill. Parking at Cleeve Hill Golf Club car park GL52 
3PW. Golf Club will be closed when we return but we can use the car park. Woodland and 
open country with good views. Some hills involved.  Medium to high level difficulty walk  
involving track, rough footpath and some road and a few stiles and cattle grids. About 4 miles. 
 
June 25th  – Roger Workman: Meet at Kemerton War Memorial for an easy walk around the 
area. Energetic walks the week before and the week after. 
 
July 2nd  –  Martin Blakeman: Meet at the Leamington Road car park in Broadway. Walk to 
Saintbury and back via Willersey. We can go the steep way over the Golf Course or the gentle 
way (up to the walkers on the night). 
 
July 9th  – Mike and Jenny: Bushley. We meet at Bushley Green Cricket Club (GR 861347). 
Please share cars and park off the lane under the trees. The walk is fairly flat, 4½ miles max. 
and passes by Bredon School and Queenhill. Take the A438 over the Mythe Bridge, and turn 
first right through Bushley to Bushley Green. Continue through Bushley Green until you see the 
pavilion on your left. We park by kind permission of Bushley Cricket Club. 
 
July 16th – Maggie & Pat: Twyning. Parking in the area of the village green and starting from 
the river end of the green.  An easy walk of about four miles, firstly beside the river towards 
Tewkesbury and then back to Twyning via Church End with a possible extension to Hill End 
depending upon time. 
 
July 23rd  – Roger & Di Walker: Meet at The Fish and Anchor, Offenham, on the B4510, Post 
Code WR11 8QT. We walk along the Avon nearly to Cleeve Prior and then to Middle Littleton 
with its impressive Tithe Barn. We return to Offenham via South Littleton. Distance under 5 
miles with a mild to moderate climb. 
 
July 30th – John Kenrick: Ashton.  Meet at the Star Inn, to walk up the Wychavon Way to the 
edge of Great Hill (140 metres up but not very steep) then down to Shaw Green. About 3 miles, 
4 stiles, with plenty of opportunities to admire the views. 

These are led walks in our beautiful countryside; all are welcome, do come and  
enjoy it with us, but, sorry, no dogs. Walks start at 7pm and we allow two hours  

to walk around 4 miles, talking to old friends and making new ones.  
 

30p a head please – 20p goes to Mzamomhle and 10p to Beckford Nature Reserve. 
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P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

0  1386 854797 
  07752 613814 

c&g 
Kitchens and bathrooms 

 

 

A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service 

and commitment to perfection. 
 

With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting 

service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation, 

our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.  
 

We also offer the following services: 
 

 Extensions         Building Renovations        Building maintenance   

Painting and Decorating  Built-in Wardrobes   Karndean Flooring 

 Garage Conversions    UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories  
 

For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today: 
 

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855 

Gloucester: 01452 618934 / 0781 043 6314 
 

E-mail: info@cheltenham-builders.co.uk 

Website: www.candgkitch.co.uk 
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Tel: 01386 881550 
Mobile: 07967 383639 

 



 

 

 

HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 

Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK  
                                UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 

mailto:railsendnursery@gmail.com


 

 

Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT  
 

Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire  
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.  

 

Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.  
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom. 

 

Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand, 
France.  Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.  

Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking. 
 

For further details please look at the website: 
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Star Inn 
Ashton under Hill 

01386 881325 
 

 Delicious Homemade meals using local 

produce 
 
 

 Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or 

tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from 

the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we 

would love to see you. All occasions catered for. 

2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri  

Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST 
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL 

WR11 7SQ 
 

Comfortable en-suite accommodation set 
in a quiet location 

Breakfasts include our own  
free range eggs and honey.     

      
    JENNIFER CREESE 

Tel: 01386 881266  Mobile 07767205968 
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 9.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2018 subject to T and Cs.  

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com 

Amanda Bucher -  

Remedial Massage Therapist 

 Home Visits to treat muscular postural 

injuries, pregnancy massage and  

  lymphatic drainage. 

 Weleda-advisor for natural skin and 

body care. 

 Weleda skincare and organic facial 

treatments. 

 Hatha Yoga Teacher 

 One-to-one Yoga for better health,  

  flexibility and strength. 

  Bookings - Amanda Bucher   

Mobile 07876214919 

      amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk 

amandabucher.co.uk 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 
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@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields 

 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
 

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes E Class Vehicles 

DOMESTIC 
HOME  

SUPPORT 
FRIENDLY &  

HELPFUL 
   SERVICE 

 General Help with  

 Everyday Tasks 

 Housekeeping/Cleaning 

 Shopping Trips 

 Doctor or Hospital  

 Appointments 

 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care 
Contact Jo for more  

information on 
0747 707 9516  

A complete Personal Taxation 
and Accountancy Service  

tailored to meet the individual  
needs of you and your business. 
 
For prompt, friendly advice and 

an initial free consultation  
contact: 

 
Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A. 
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway, 
Worcestershire WR12 7EU 

 
Tel/Fax: 01386 853653 

Email:  
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk 

mailto:amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk


 

 

G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  
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Thinking Holidays? 
 

Let CARRICK take care 
of it….. 

 
 
 

Carrick Travel is your local Independent 
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make 
you a coffee and have a chat about your  

future holiday plans.  
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham  
office have a huge range of exciting  

holidays on offer to suit all budgets and 
tastes.  

So if your next adventure is a seaside  
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city 

break then Carrick Travel is the perfect  
destination.  

 
Why not pop in or contact us now.  

 

CARRICK TRAVEL 
57-59 Port Street,  

Evesham, WR11 3LH 
Tel: 01386 41474 

Email: evesham@carricktravel.com  

mailto:evesham@carricktravel.com


 

 

Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  273118         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

  
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - APRIL 2018 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Joss Muirie 07736 957310 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Churchwarden      Alex Dodge       01386 881487 
Secretary Alex Dodge       01386 881487 
Treasurer David Hunter  01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter   01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey  01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
Secretary 

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin         01242 620565 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins44@btinternet.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 

Web Site 
 

www.bredonhillgroup.org 

Canon Matthew Baynes       Vicar, Beckford Group Parish 
01684 772237                      Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Beckford, Teddington and Alstone 
mbaynes@toucansurf.com        Rector of Bredon with Bredon’s Norton,  
 

Canon Susan Renshaw         Associate Priest  
01386 750203                      Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury 
canonsusan@btinternet.com     Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford, Rural Dean of Pershore 
 
Revd David Lewis                   Associate Priest 
01386 710394                        Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Ashton under Hill 
davidlewis648@btinternet.com  Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton 
 
Revd Rick Tett                      Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill  
01386 751152                      Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers        John Dodge            The Old Farmhouse, Ashton under Hill     01386 881487 
       Roger Palmer          5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road     01386 881746 
 

Treasurer       Mike Sanger-Davies        01386 881910 
Parish Enquiries      via The Rectory, Bredon         01684 772237 
      Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                  amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net 
      Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon          01684 772237 
      Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford         01386 881349 
 

Dennis Oxley has now retired from active ministry but would very much welcome visitors  
at his new home at The Grange, Grange Road, Tewkesbury GL20 8HZ  

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in May - New Format 

 
For this year, due to a reduced demand for the 
Worcester trip every fortnight, we are planning to vary 
the destination on the fourth Friday each month. 

 

     4th & 18th to Bishops Cleeve        

     11th to Worcester 

     25th to Stratford Garden Centre - Clifford Chambers  

 

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                              6:00pm    

1st  Ashton W.I. Annual Meeting, Ashton Village Hall                                  7:30pm   

2nd  Beckford Gardening Club morning visit to Morton Hall Gardens near Inkberrow 

4th   Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                 12:30pm 

5th  Teddington Church Tower Tours & Get Together - see page 10 for details 

6th  Whitcombe Garden Open Day - see page 7 for details 

12th  Tewkesbury Choral Society Concert - see page 9 for details 

14th  Overbury & Conderton Annual Parish & Parish Council Meetings          6:45pm 

   Beckford W.I. ‘Gardening Quiz & Bring & Buy plant stall’,  Beckford V.H.        7:30pm    

15th  Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall                       12:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for June 

18th  Beckford Nature Reserve 10th Anniversary Gala Supper - see page 12 for details 

22nd Ashton Christian Aid Week Plant Sale and Coffee Morning - see page 8 for details 

25th  Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Stratford Garden Centre - Clifford Chambers   

   Beckford Christian Aid Week Coffee Morning in the Church                            10:30am 

26th  Overbury Cricket Club Quiz Night in the Cricket Pavilion 

27th  United Parish Rogation Service at  Overbury                                                       10:00am  

29th  Teddington & Alstone Parish Council, Teddington Church             7:00pm                                                  


