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The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted at  
any time on: 01684 772237 or email: baynes@toucansurf.com.  
Parish Office:  
Tuesday mornings: 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall),: 9am to 12 noon:  
01386 881349  

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
 
Clergy:    Revd Canon Matthew Baynes        Revd Canon Susan Renshaw         
    Revd David Lewis         Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
 
Readers:    Roger Palmer 

SEPTEMBER Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

2
nd

 September 

14th Sunday 

after Trinity 

6:00pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

D Lewis 

8:00am 

BCP HC 

S Renshaw 

11:00am 

Family Service 

with Baptism 

S Renshaw 

  

  

9.30 am 

CW HC 

S Renshaw 

9
th

 September 

15th Sunday 

after Trinity 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

R Tett 

6.00 pm 

Taizé Service 

S Renshaw 

11.00 am 

Morning  

Prayer 

G Pharo 

9.30 am 

Morning 

Prayer 

G Pharo 

 

16
th

 September 

16th Sunday 

after Trinity 

11.00 am 

Village 

Worship 

R Tett 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

M Baynes 

NO  

SERVICE 
 

9:30am 

Harvest  

Festival 

R Tett 

3:00pm Farewell Service for Susan Renshaw at Eckington 

23
rd

 September 

17th Sunday 

after Trinity 

10:00am - United Parish Worship at Ashton 

D Lewis 

30
th

 September 

18th Sunday  

after Trinity 

  

10:00am - United Parish Worship at Overbury 

M Baynes 

  

  

OCTOBER 

7
th

 October 

19th Sunday 

after Trinity 

11:00am 

Harvest  

Festival 

Lay Team 

8:00am 

BCP HC 

R Tett 

11:00am 

Harvest  

Festival 

Lay Team 

9:30am 

CW HC 

K Morgan 

  

4:00pm – Farewell Service for Clive Parr at Elmley Castle 
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From Eckington Vicarage 
 
September once again…. a new school term…a new school 
year…and for some of our children there will be a big upheaval 
as they move to a new place of learning. Some of them will 
begin school, some will move to middle school, some to high 
school, and some will head off to university for the first time.  
Calendar years, financial years, academic years, church years… 
several new beginnings in every twelve months. But after 25 
years of teaching it is the September-August cycle which looms 
large with me. 
 

For a number of us – and certainly for our children – this month will bring change. 

Some of us approach change of any kind with a sense of trepidation and I am reminded 

of the line in the well-known hymn, ‘Abide with Me’. The second verse says,  

‘Change and decay in all around I see.  

O Thou who changest not, abide with me.’ 

 

There is change ahead for the Bredon Hill Group as I retire shortly. There may be 
change on the horizon for many of us…new jobs, new homes, new relationships…but 
there is one thing of which we can be sure. In the newness, in the change, in the       
unpredictability, God remains constant, as the hymn reminds us. He will be with us and 
if he is our companion on the journey we need have no fear. 

 

The next few months are going to be busy ones for the churches in Eckington, Defford, 
Besford and Overbury as they think about what kind of qualities they may want in a 
new vicar and as they put together Parish Profiles giving information about the   
churches and the role of vicar. In the vacancy, the parishes will be supported by clergy 
from around the Hill but it might be that until the Bredon Hill Group is fully staffed again, 
the pattern of services we are used to may need to change. Clergy have not yet 
learned how to be in two places at once! 

 

Elmley Castle has had two vacancies since we started working as a group and I know 
that they have felt supported at those times. So, too, will those who are about to go   
into vacancy. 

 

I look back on my time here with a sense of achievement, a sense of God’s leading, 
and I pray that the Bredon Hill Group can continue to look forward to an ongoing feeling 
of God’s guidance and of his presence in all that the future holds for us, both              
individually as people, as individual churches and collectively as a group of parishes 
working together around Bredon Hill, whatever changes may be in store. 

 

May God’s peace be with you always.  

                      Susan 
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SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 
 
FAREWELLS: 
There are Farewell Services in September and October at which 
we will be saying goodbye to two members of clergy to whom we 
have become very attached over the last few years and who will 
be greatly missed. 
 
SUNDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 
This will be the last service in the Bredon Hill Group for Susan Renshaw. 
It will be at 3:00pm at Eckington. See below for details. 
 
SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER 
This is the date when we shall say farewell to Clive Parr who has helped taking 
services in the Parish for some years. His last service be at 4:00pm at Elmley 
Castle. 
The service will be a Choral Evensong, without a sermon. Clive has chosen the hymns, 
and he will introduce them in the course of the service. There will be wine, soft drinks 
and nibbles in the church after the service, generously provided by Clive and Mary. 
 
SUNDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 
Taizé Service at Beckford at 6:00pm.  
This is the second and final Taizé service in the parish for 2018. 
 

Everyone is invited to all of these services and we hope that many  
of you will be able to come along to one or more of them. 

 

Susan and Charles’ Farewell Service  

Sunday 16
th

 September at 3.00pm. 

 

Holy Trinity Church, Eckington 

Preacher: The Ven. Robert Jones, Archdeacon of Worcester 

 

The service will be followed by refreshments in Eckington Village Hall. 

SIMPLY SOUP 
Once again we would like to thank all our customers, valiant soup 
makers and super pudding chefs for their contribution to our Simply 
Soup lunches. We meet once a month in Beckford Village Hall and 
offer a generous bowl of soup and a choice of delicious puddings (our 
Bread and Butter pudding is famed!) followed by coffee, and all for 
£4.50. We welcome everyone and it is lovely to see the hall filled with 
people who make time for a chance to chat and meet other villagers. 
The proceeds allow us to pay the Toddlers insurance bill, to make a donation towards 
Church funds and to help towards improvements in the Village Hall. 
 
Inevitably our band of helpers is ageing and we would welcome extra helpers either on a 
regular or occasional basis. You could try your hand at waitressing, serving and washing 
up, or just make us a new soup or pudding. If you can help in any way we would be very 
grateful.  Please contact: 
  Ina 881591,   Di 881739,  Gill 881784,  Diane 882532  or Sue 881958. 
 

We will be on holiday in September so our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday 9th October at 12.30pm. 
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Poppy Quilt Auction - 18th August 
 

 
All proceeds to the Royal British Legion 

                       Tere-
sa Carpenter 

 

                        Advance notice of the ANNUAL PARISH TEA  
 

            You are cordially invited to the Annual Parish Tea which will be held in  
                Beckford Village Hall at 3pm on Tuesday 2nd October. 

 
                There will be cakes and sandwiches plus a free mini raffle.   

                      Do come and join us. 
 

If you can, please let your church warden know if you are coming or if you need a lift.  
Everyone welcome. 

      Please contact me if you would like to help in any way.        

                                          Judith Hunter, 01386 882087 

Royal British Legion GP90 – The Menin Gate, Ypres – Lest We Forget                   

                            

On 8th August 2018, a high profile World War I commemorative event took 

place in Amiens with our Prime Minister and Prince William in attendance. 

Across the border in Belgium, at an event just as important and splendid if not 

quite so prominent, the Royal British Legion was represented by 1200  

Standard Bearers from the UK  and much further afield, who marched through 

the cobbled streets of Ypres and across the Main Square to the Menin Gate. 

The Parade’s orders were to commemorate the last 100 days before Armistice 

Day - the ‘turning of the tide’ - and the end of fighting in the Great War. The 

event also marked 90 years since, in 1928, veterans and their families visited the same War Cemeteries in 

the Somme and Belgium and followed the same route to the Bridge. 

We onlookers were treated to a magnificent  and yet deeply meaningful occasion as the Band of Her  

Majesty’s Royal Marines led the parade of Legion Standards gleaming aloft, their immaculate bearers 

holding them straight and true. Following on came another 1000-strong Battalion of Wreath Bearers.    

These misty eyed sights brought back into clear focus the inestimable suffering, sacrifice and loss in the 

Great War now made so moving and poignant with dipping Standards framed by the Menin Gate, the pure 

bugle sound of the Last Post and the mournful tones of a Scottish Piper’s Lament. And then silence. 

Through the roof of the Gate thousands of poppies fell gracefully on heads bowed, before drifting in the 

wind onto the Standards, and it felt as if our hearts would break. 

 

When you go home, tell them of us and say ‘for your tomorrow we gave our today’. 
This was the biggest Branch event ever organised by the Royal British Legion. Those representing the 

Beckford & Ashton-under-Hill Branch (which includes Kemerton and Overbury) at Ypres, were Standard 

Bearer Derril Green and Wreath Bearer Ian Dickson.  They carried out their duties with distinction and 

we are very grateful to all those whose financial contribution made their participation possible. 

Following the Menin Gate Memorial opening in 1927, the citizens of Ypres wanted to express their  

gratitude towards those who had given their lives for Belgium's freedom.  

Hence every evening at 20:00, buglers from the Last Post Association close the 

road which passes under the memorial and sound the Last Post.  Except for the 

years of occupation by the Germans in World War II, this ceremony has  

continued uninterrupted since 2nd July 1928. When Polish forces liberated 

Ypres on 6th September 1944 it was resumed despite the fact that heavy fighting 

was still taking place in other parts of the town. On 8th August this year, the  

ceremony took place as usual, now beside a river of poppy wreaths. Large 

crowds gathered  as they apparently always do and the bars close to the Gate 

were alive with armed servicemen’s and women’s reunions, the sound of laughter and clinking glasses 

echoing along the streets until the words of the Exhortation were said.    

       They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 

       Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

       At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 

       We will remember them. 

There was complete silence in the nearby bars. The evening sky was very blue as we looked up through 

the large round holes in the Gate’s roof while, for the second time that day, buglers sounded the evocative 

notes of the Last Post and Reveille. And, surrounded by the inscribed names of 54,611 soldiers with no 

known graves, we remembered. 

             Anthony Hallett, Captain Royal Navy, Branch Chairman 
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Below, is a summary of the tribute given at Dennis’ Memorial Service by  
Captain Andrew Chadwick  on behalf of the Church Army.  
The Church Army was established in 1882 to train evangelists to enable  
people to come into a living faith in Jesus Christ. Our vision today is “For 
everyone everywhere to encounter God’s love and be empowered to  
transform their communities through faith shared in word and action”, a vision 
that was visible in Dennis’s heart and life. In one of our promotional videos 
Church Army’s CEO says “We are standing on the shoulders of giants”. In many ways Dennis 
was a giant, following in the footsteps of CA’s founder Wilson Carlile.  
Dennis lived a disciplined life that displayed obedience to the command in Matthew 22:37-40. 
Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbour as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  
And the great commission Matthew 28: 18-20: Then Jesus came to them and said, “All  
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 
 
The CA posts Dennis held from 1950 until his retirement in 1993 aged 60 were: 
1950 – 1951 Assistant Van Officer 
1951 – 1953 Home Mission department – Officer in charge of Oxford Diocesan Van 
1953 – 1954 Assistant at the Training College Officer 
1954 – 1962 Training College – Training College Captain 
1963 – 1965 Overseas Missions – became the Training College Officer New Zealand 
1965 – 1967 Training College – Training College Captain 
1967 – 1968 Men’s Social Department – Assisting at Livingstone House 
1968 – 1970 Officer in Charge – Stepney Hostel 
1970 – 1972 Officer in Charge – Oxford Hostel 
1972 – 1973 Assist to Chester Diocese 
1973 – 1980 Mission Department Leader – Northern Mission Team 
1980 – 1983 Principal – Nairobi College 
1983 – 1984 Men’s Parochial – Timperley, Cheshire 
1984 – 1986  Men’s Parochial Woodlands 
1986 – 1987 Woodlands 
1987 – 1990 Team Leader Portadown – worked all over Ireland north and south 
1990 – 1993 Mission Shannon 
Dennis fitted so much into his life … it makes me weary thinking about the variety of ministries 
he engaged with. 
But what sort of man was Dennis? What was his character like? You’ll all have your own  
experience. 
A letter from the Royal British Legion said that “He is a rather shy, self-effacing man” … who 
“seldom speaks of himself”. This is backed up a former Chief Secretary of CA, Philip  
Johansson saying “… on one level they (colleagues/students) didn’t really know a great deal 
about Dennis. They certainly admired and respected him; however they didn’t know much 
about the personal side of Dennis … because Dennis was a ‘private’ kind of person.” Dennis 
didn’t want to be the centre of attention; he wanted Christ to be central to all he was and all he 
did. Dennis’s burning desire was for people to know Jesus personally and serve Him with their 
lives.  
A deeply spiritual man, he was often found on his knees in prayer. He cared for those who 
worked with him on Parish Missions and he would write a personal letter to folk who’d offered 
hospitality.  Not only did Dennis  long to see people come to faith, he also wanted to ensure 
that they became disciples and he would invest hours coaching them.  Many of these folks 
were later engaged in full time Christian ministry. He modelled a life that was grounded in 
Scripture making the message come alive. 
I have heard that Dennis was not renowned for his cooking abilities, especially when after a 
Mission was completed, he used all sorts of leftovers to make “Resurrection stew”!   
 At a CA Cluster meeting this week one retired evangelist said that they thought Dennis was a 
“sergeant major” type and during their training that they felt a little afraid of him. 
 

Dennis Oxley - More thoughts and memories 



 

 
Page  7 

 

I found a newspaper article which reported that Dennis trained CA evangelists in New Zealand, 
Nairobi and London, served on mission caravans and worked in hostels for the homeless.   
The highlight of his career was training officers in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania in the early 
80s. 
In retirement Dennis didn’t cease ministry to those in need. He visited local people in their 
homes and became a familiar figure. He also looked after older CA evangelists in care homes.   
“I’ll continue my work as long as my health and strength will allow.” 
These are comments from some CA evangelists who had known Dennis: 
Sister Pat Holland met Dennis in Cosway St College: “he was our OT Lecturer - he brought it 
alive for me.” Tony remembers being with Dennis in 1979 when Dennis was leading the  
Blackpool Beach Mission Team: “its wonderful.”  Stephen was in college when Dennis was in 
charge of the men and he says that he’s got great memories of time spent with him. 
Whatever your experience of Dennis, I think we can all agree that he had a passion for Jesus, 
to make His gospel known and to see others enjoy an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Dennis will be missed my many, including those in Church Army, whose lives have been 
touched by this remarkable man of God. 
May Dennis rest in peace and rise in glory! 
                    Captain Andrew Chadwick 

DENNIS 
Attending his memorial service and reading the many tributes to Dennis in the August  
magazine, brought back many memories of the 30 years Jane and I lived in Beckford and  
Teddington. 
As Ann Kyle said, it was Rev Preb. Basil Jenykns who had the idea of approaching the Church Army to 
see if they had any officers retiring who might be interested in a house for duty post in a Cotswold  
Parish and God sent Dennis. He arrived literally on his 65th Birthday from Ireland. Fortuitously, some of 
the “Boys” were coming over for the Cheltenham Festival so they brought Dennis and his “stuff” in 
their van. I would add that Dennis did not go racing with them.  
I think that I can claim to be the first person in the Parish to meet Dennis as they all arrived at  
St Nicholas Cottage at 6.30 in the morning having travelled overnight from Ireland.  
Dennis quickly settled in. In those days his neighbours were May & Trevor Roberts. Dennis and Trevor 
made a very effective team with Dennis’s strong singing voice and Trevor master of the harmoniums in 
Alstone & Teddington.  
Sometime after Dennis arrived, someone from Church Army HQ came down to see how things were 
going. Basil Jenkyns was very much embarrassed when the CA expressed their deep gratitude to the 
Parish for providing Dennis with accommodation. 
I enjoyed working with Dennis and was in awe of his knowledge of the Bible. But he didn’t  
always approve of me. As Gerald Barnett said, Dennis would preach from time to time at  
Ashton Chapel. I once commented that I had never been invited to preach at the Chapel to which  
Dennis quickly remarked: 
“And that you won’t, you drink too much” I am afraid that what he intended as a rebuke I  
rather took to be a compliment!  
My most treasured memories of Dennis were his Good Friday “Last Hour” reflections in  
Overbury Church, incredibly intellectual and spiritually uplifting. Truly he was a man of God. 
 

                         Harry Jeffery 

When my mother, Faith, died in May 1996, Dennis wrote her obituary in the Parish 
Magazine. 
‘Faith’, he wrote, ‘was a person whose whole life was fashioned by her faith in God and 
by the life of Christ in her by the power of the Holy Spirit….. We may rejoice with 
Enoch: and Faith walked with God, and Faith was not, because God took her’. 
 
These words, I think, apply perfectly to Dennis himself. He was a man of God, through 
whom the light of Christ shone out brightly to inspire all with whom he came in contact. 
 
R.I.P.                          Anne Clark 



 

 Page 8 

Many thanks to everyone who has already written about Dennis and helped to put together a  

picture of this much loved man. If you would like to contribute to a future edition with a short 

tribute, memory or anecdote, of which I’m sure there are many, please do contact me at:  

christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk or 01242 620006. Many thanks, Chris Godfrey, Editor 

Excerpts from Terry Waite’s book ‘Taken on Trust’. 
A letter from the Church Army informed me that I had been accepted for the annual Selection 
Conference. The first morning we began a long series of personal interviews with different 
Church Army officers.  
As the end of the conference drew near, a number of us were sitting in the common room  
after lunch. 
‘They say the test tonight is the critical one.’ 
Several pairs of eyes focussed on the speaker. 
‘What’s so special about tonight?’ 
‘Hyde Park. Everyone has to speak for at least five minutes.’ 
The thought of standing on a box at Speakers’ Corner terrified me. 
‘What if I dry up?’ 
‘Dennis Oxley will make sure you don’t.’ 
Captain Oxley, an intense man and a dynamic orator, was a legendary figure in the Church 
Army. A regular speaker at Hyde Park, he was responsible for taking candidates through their 
ordeal. When we arrived that evening, the action was in full swing. A speaker from the  
Coloured Workers Association was haranguing a large crowd of listeners. Near by, a bald 
man, his head and face completely covered with tattoos, presented his philosophy of life. The 
Catholic Truth speaker was engaged in a complex explanation of the doctrine of  
transubstantiation. But the largest crowd by far was gathered around the Rev. Donald Soper, 
the doyen of the park. He was expounding the Christian faith with force and humour,  
convincingly applying each to issues of the day. 
We put up our stand and stood awkwardly around while Dennis Oxley prepared to sing a 
hymn. A small crowd gathered. Dennis launched forth. Somewhat falteringly, we followed, one 
by one. Just as I was about to open my mouth in public for the first time, a heckler beat me to 
it. 
‘You buggers have got gold in your teeth. I can’t get meat in mine.’ 
The crowd laughed good-naturedly. Another voice shot out from the back: 
‘Repent and pay the rent.’ 
My wit was too dull to give an appropriate response. I stood there desperately attempting to 
pluck up enough courage to begin. Dennis was at my elbow. 
‘Take no notice. Get going.’ 
I took a breath and started. I have no recollection of what I said. 
 
After being accepted by the Church Army, Terry describes going to the college in 
Marylebone. 
Meals were formal and segregated by sex. The Training College Captain, Dennis Oxley and 
the Matron presided jointly As we ate, I was brought out of my daydream by Dennis Oxley 
rapping on the table with the back of a soup spoon. He got to his feet and began to address 
us with the same intensity that he had demonstrated in Hyde Park. 
‘The rising bell will sound at 6:30 am. Chapel is at 7:00. From 7:30 until 8:00 you will be in 
your rooms for your private prayers. Breakfast is served promptly at eight. We listen to the 
eight o’clock news during breakfast, after which you may talk. Until then you are expected to 
keep total silence. From 8:30 until 9:00 you will clean your rooms and parts of the college. 
Lectures will occupy you during most mornings and some afternoons. You should use as 
much free time as you can for private study. There will be a rota for washing up after meals. 
Every week you will be given a personal allowance of twelve shillings. You will also be given a 
uniform, and your clothes will be laundered each week. Are there any questions?’ 
‘What about speaking to the ladies, Captain?’ asked Bob Kennedy, a witty and cheerful Anglo
-Catholic who as a youngster had been in several BBC plays. 
‘It is not encouraged. There will be times of course when it is necessary, but normally there 
will be no fraternisation.’ 
Men and women were strictly segregated except for lectures and chapel services, and even 
then they were not allowed to sit together. 
Kennedy grinned. 
‘What if there’s a fire, Captain?’ 
‘That would be an occasion when you would be expected to use your common sense,  
Kennedy.’ 
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News from Ashton under Hill 
 St Barbara’s Church, Ashton 

 

Sunday 16th September -  Village Worship with Rev. Rick Tett at 11am 
Journey to Zambia: Nettie Mantle will speak about her exciting recent visit to Zambia 
with Worcs Guides.  
 
Sunday 7th October - HARVEST FESTIVAL at St Barbara’s. 
Please bring along goods in tins, jars or packets which will be distributed to “Caring 
Hands in the Vale”. They are always very grateful for our donations. 
Any items suitable for decorating the church will be gladly  
received on Thursday or Saturday. (Ashton School service is on 
Friday.) By tradition St Barbara’s likes to make a small harvest gift 
to Senior Residents of Ashton. If you know of anyone who would 
appreciate a basket please let Judith know on 882087. 

MESSY CHURCH SESSION WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE CHURCH  
ON SATURDAY MORNING 6th OCTOBER   

 
Saturday 24th November - CHRISTMAS FAIR. 
Please do think of us when sorting out your cupboards!  

The usual stalls will be there – cakes, preserves, quality crafts, 
second hand book stall, tombola, raffle and games, plus teas and 
mince pies. Also, St Richard’s Hospice cards and Christmas 
items. 

In aid of St Richard’s Hospice and St Barbara’s Church.   
Please come and support us.   

       Any donated Items to Judith Hunter please. 

ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - August Report 

We welcomed forty-six people to our garden party on the 7th August, including  
seventeen friends from Ashton Keynes, which must be a near record,  
particularly as there had been seven apologies. 
It is always enjoyable to hold the August meeting as our garden party, and 
this year turned out to be very special indeed. The event was held in Jane 
Williams Thomas’s garden, sadly for the last time, as the removal vans 
were due the next day! We had offered to find another venue but our hosts 
were insistent. The weather was perfect for once and we were able to sit in 
the shade of the trees. After a short business meeting we were entertained 
by amusing speaker Andy Pedrick, local gardener and plantsman. Andy is 
well known for the column he writes in “The Vale” magazine with down-to-earth practical 
advice. He spoke to us on the topic of seasonal shrubs and plants which was very  
timely after the heat of the midsummer which had left many gardeners in despair. Andy 
showed us how to regenerate hardy plants, and how to prune and take cuttings – very 
useful. Advice on mulching and feeding plants such as lavenders was perhaps a  
surprise but all very useful. There were plants for sale too. 
The afternoon began with a drink of fruit punch (alcoholic and non-alcoholic!). Teas 
were provided by the members who brought along a small plate of savouries to share, 
and cakes and scones had been baked by the committee. The Summer Raffle had 
many lovely prizes. Marjy presented David and Jane with a Garden Token as our thanks 

for their generosity, and with our best wishes for their new garden. 
The next meeting is 4th September in the village hall at  
7.30 pm: “The History of the Everyman Theatre”.       
                        
                                         Judith Hunter 
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September Services in The Chapelries 
 

  September 2nd: 9:30am, Teddington - Holy Communion with Susan   

This will be Susan’s last service in the chapelries; we will all miss her and thank her for 

all she’s done for us over many years. We wish Susan and her husband, Charles,  

every happiness in their retirement in Wales. 

       September 9th:   9:30am, Alstone - Morning Prayer with Graham 

  September 16th: 9:30am, Teddington - the Chapelries Harvest Festival with 

Rick. Everyone is most welcome to this service for all the family and friends too. 

News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries 

   Teddington Village Hall Committee 

        presents 
 

 Afternoon Tea to mark RAF 100th Anniversary and  
  the Suffragette Movement 100 years of  
     Votes for Women 
      Saturday 8th September  

 
                             Tea will be served between 3:00pm and 4:30pm 

 
 Pimms & Craft Beer Stall 
 Children’s Craft Competition 
 Raffle 

 
Tickets are available from Brian Foreman on 620898 or via brianforeman@btinternet.com 

priced £6 for adults and £2.50 for primary school children.  
The ticket price includes sandwiches and cake served with tea, coffee or squash. 

Harvest Festival 
 
We shall be decorating Teddington Church on Friday 14th September  
from 10 a.m. for our Harvest Festival. 
We should be very grateful for gifts of harvest produce to be displayed 
in the Church. These can be left in the church porch.     
If you would like any produce collecting, please call  Kieran                                     

on 01242 620763 or Anne Kyle on 01242 620351.  

After the service all the produce will be taken to the St. Vincent and St. George  
Association in Cheltenham who are always most grateful for everything we take to 
them. 

The next Teddington and Alstone Parish Council meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, 11th September at 7.30 in the village hall.  

All welcome! 

mailto:brianforeman@btinternet.com
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TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
Friday 21st September, 2:30pm – 4.30pm 

Entrance fee of £3.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & 
cake plus all participation activities for those wishing to 

take part. Family and friends most welcome. 
  

   For more information call Sue on 01242 620264, or 
Brian on 01242 620898 

COME  AND  JOIN  US on 

SATURDAY  13th  OCTOBER  6:30 p.m. 

at our HARVEST  SUPPER 

In TEDDINGTON  and  ALSTONE  VILLAGE  HALL 

 

 Delicious  Hot  Supper 

 Entertainment 

 Bring your own drinks  

 Tickets £10 each.  Children under 11 £5 

 
From:  Brian  01242 620898 or Caroline  01242 621139 

 
Limited space so please book early! 

 
Proceeds to be divided between the Village Hall and our two churches. 

A Date for your Diary: 
 
   Alstone Playing Field Association are organising a  
  Halloween Themed Party at Alstone Playing Field on  
   Saturday 27th October from 5 pm onwards.   

 
All proceeds towards the Alstone Defibrillator Fund. 

 
Further details in the October Magazine.   

                         We hope you will keep this date free. 

In the August edition of the magazine, Ashton W.I. included a report of their talk by Don 
Adams, who had worked for Walls, entitled ‘My Life in Ice Cream’. A reader has  
contacted me with the following comments. 
 
‘No cream in ice cream?’ 
Contrary to the suggestion made by the presenter at Ashton WI that 
there is no cream in ice cream except for hand made product, may I 
point out that many brands of ice cream do in fact use cream in their 
recipes. Häagen-Dazs’ vanilla ingredient panel reveals 39% fresh 
cream whilst  Ben and Jerry’s has similar quantities depending on the flavour. Local 
brands Marshfield Farm and Bennetts of Worcester also use cream and fresh milk at 
different levels depending on the individual flavour. 
The reader respectfully suggests inspection of the ingredient panels to reveal which 
type of fat is used in any particular ice cream, should you be interested. He also adds 
that excellent ice cream can be made using vegetable fats including palm oil and  
coconut oil. 
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From the Beckford Registers 
 
27th July 2018:  Funeral and Interment of Ashes:   
         Dennis Reed Oxley  (died 7th July 2018) 
 
Dennis’s Memorial Service 
Dennis had left very specific instructions for a simple service at Cheltenham Crematorium 
(requiring that the occasion should be used to preach the gospel rather than to extol his 
memory) to be led by a Church Army representative. Although Rick Tett is now an ordained 
priest, he remains a Captain in the Church Army so it was particularly appropriate that he took 
the service, attended by about 25 people, on 26th July. 
 
Whilst mindful of Dennis’s wishes, it was felt essential that a memorial service 
should be held in the benefice he served so well and so faithfully for around 25 
years and as he had asked that his ashes be interred in the memorial garden at 
Beckford churchyard that was the obvious choice for the venue. Matthew and 
Kieran put together a service, carefully following Dennis’s expressed  
preferences and so it was that just over 90 people assembled on the afternoon 
of 27th July for a time of thanksgiving for - and reflection on - a lifetime of  
devoted service. 
We began with Dennis’s favourite hymn Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, followed 
later by another of his favourites, Who is on the Lord’s side?  There was a good representation 
from the Church Army among the congregation and a tribute was paid by Captain Andrew 
Chadwick of that organisation. See page 6 for more details of his tribute. It was unfortunate 
that Kieran, who has been a constant and invaluable support to Dennis through the trials of his 
later life and who was due to deliver a second tribute, was obliged to be absent for medical  
reasons but his place was ably taken by Bill Kyle who spoke affectionately and movingly of 
Dennis’s time among us.  Matthew led the service and the prayers were read by Susan.  
Dennis’s chosen reading of 2 Timothy 4, verses 1-8 summed up his attitude to life and his  
confident hope of the life to come. 
Kieran had arranged a display of photographs showing Dennis’s life: from a five-year-old  
squatting at his teacher’s feet in a group shot, through his long career with the Church Army 
and this was left in place for two weeks afterwards. Captain Chadwick, who has responsibility 
for the CA archives, was delighted to accept a number of photographs for the collection. 
 
Whilst most people attended the interment afterwards, a change of scene took place inside the 
church and everyone was invited to return and stay for tea, with an amazing array of  
sandwiches and cakes.  We are very grateful to all those from our five churches who came  
together to donate all the food and to give the necessary practical help. 
A retiring collection in aid of the Church Army raised £307.50. Anyone wishing to contribute 
may still do so by contacting E Hill & Son Funeral Directors, Pershore, WR10 1HZ (cheques 
payable to E Hill and Son Charity Account). 
 

Beckford Concert – keep the date! 
 
In Beckford we’re delighted to announce a very special concert which will take 
place in St John the Baptist Church on Saturday 6

th
 October at 7pm.  

Organised in aid of church funds, the concert is “English Church Music 
Through the Ages” and will include music from Tudor times to the end of the 
twentieth century, featuring composers such as Taverner, Tallis, Byrd,  
Gibbons, Elgar, Parry, Moore and Tavener. Performed by a choir of cathedral 
singers, the concert will be under the direction of Mark Swinton, Assistant Director of Music at 
the Collegiate Church of St Mary, Warwick and will include organ solos.   
Tickets will be available from mid-September from David Carvill (01386 882002 or email  
davidcarvill@tuca.co.uk) or from Beckford Stores and will cost £15, to include a glass of wine 
(or soft drink) and canapés, to be served during the half-hour interval. 
The concert will be advertised widely in the diocese and beyond and, as seating is  
limited to around 100 places, you are urged to book promptly if you want to be part of this 
very special evening! 

News from Beckford 

mailto:davidcarvill@tuca.co.uk
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Beckford Village Hall Committee are holding a fund raising Barn 
Dance on Saturday 29

th
 September at 7:30pm till exhaustion,  

in Beckford Village Hall.  
 
So, put on your dancing shoes and come and support us for a fun 
evening. We have a band and caller, food is included in the ticket 
price and there will be a bar.   
 
Tickets cost £12.00 for adults, under 16’s £6.00 and are available in 
the village shop or from Anne Worrall (01386 881 508) 

Teamwork in the Belfry  
 
Over recent weeks, hard work by Nick Hopkins (Tower Captain), 
Andy Slade (Steeple Keeper) and four volunteers from the 
Tewkesbury Area Bell-Ringers Association has resulted in a 
transformation in the Beckford belfry where the bell frame has 
been cleaned and painted in a dashing scarlet colour. Until now 
the metal frame has been untouched since the restoration in 
1954, after the fire in the tower and was distinctly shabby. 
Matthew and the church committee are very grateful for the dedication of the team 
which has so greatly enhanced and protected the belfry in a complex operation and, by 
volunteering their services so generously, has enabled us to avoid a huge expenditure 
on the project. 
Nick will, no doubt, be happy to show photographs of the finished scheme to those  
interested to see the fruits of the labour – and may even agree to escort those prepared 
to brave the ascent, to inspect it first-hand! 
 
Beckford Coffee Morning 
 
September’s Coffee Morning on Friday 28th September will be 
devoted to support the Macmillan charity as the date coincides 
with their “Greatest Coffee Morning” fund-raising enterprise.   
As usual it will be held in the chancel of Beckford church from 
10.30am to 12 noon and whilst the basic charge remains at £2.50 
for coffee (or tea) and a choice of home-made cakes, there is of course no upper limit 
on this occasion and we hope that generous donations will help us raise a substantial 
sum as we have in past years.   
 

Do come and join in the communal effort! 

BECKFORD W.I. - August Report 
 
There was no meeting of the Beckford W.I. in August. 
 
The next meeting is on Monday September 10th at 7.30pm when the 
speaker is Carol Southworth and the subject of her talk is “Richard III - 
The Legend, the History and the Bones”. All visitors are most  
welcome. 

Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary 
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News From Overbury 
As I write, there has been a little more rain this morning, there are 
clouds as well as blue sky above and the church bells are ringing. The 
swallows who have taken up their annual nesting arrangement in our 
outside utility room are teaching their second clutch to fly and it has 
been captivating to watch them balance on the clothes drying rack trying 
to pluck up courage to launch themselves whilst their parents squawk  
increasingly bossy instructions from the door. Our lawn is gradually  
regenerating and each day brings a few more green shoots making it 

look a little less like the Gobi Desert – and there are signs that the weather is  
gradually easing itself towards more typical late summer conditions. It is hard to  
believe that the summer holidays are almost over and the new academic year will 
soon begin with all its exciting challenges. We pray for all staff and pupils as they  
prepare for the start of term, especially thinking of those who are going to school for 
the first time, moving from one school to another, starting university or taking up a 
new teaching post.    
 
At St Faith’s we have enjoyed hosting the summer Bredon Hill Group Service and 
Parish Picnic. Alas, the latter had to be held indoors after rare rain but those who 
came seemed to enjoy it and it was good to make new friends from outside the  
parish.   
The funeral of Gareth Jones, linguistic expert and loving partner and father, was very 
well attended and predictably sad given his far-too-soon demise but his family and 
friends did him proud with their tributes; we pray for Isabel and daughter May as they 
continue life without him. 
Joanna (nee Upton) and Dominic Carter were married by Susan 
Renshaw in St Faith’s in July 2016. We are now very much looking 
forward to the baptism of their son Louis which will take place at 
our Family Service on 2nd September  - and which will also be the 
last service taken in Overbury by Susan before she retires.  
Her departure is a real blow to us all and she will be very sorely missed. Her formal 
Farewell Service, will take place at Eckington on Sunday 16th September at 3pm - 
see page 4 for details. Because we are sure that many of St Faith’s regular  
congregation will be attending Susan’s farewell in the afternoon, we have decided 
NOT to hold our usual 8am Holy Communion service that morning. 
 
OVERBURY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:    
Sunday 21st October at 3pm in the church: Friends of St Faith’s AGM.    
 
Saturday 10th November: A Race Night in Overbury V.H. to raise funds for the 
church.   
 
Saturday 8th December in the church (time t.b.c.): 
An evening with Excelsa Voces.   

'Candle Lit Concert for the Season'  performed by Excelsa  
Voces, with Chris Long (piano) and Tom McMahon (cello) are set to 
return to Overbury Church on Saturday 8th Dec to immerse you in 
an evening of glorious music for the season.   
   Further details and tickets available soon!   

See www.excelsavoces.com  
If you would like to hear them in the meantime (and who wouldn’t!), they are  
performing at Tewkesbury Abbey on Saturday, 22nd September at 7.30pm. See: 
https://www.evensi.uk/excelsa-voces-concert-tewkesbury-abbey/259758088.    
 

More details of all these events will be given nearer the time  
but please earmark the dates to avoid disappointment! 

http://www.excelsavoces.com
https://www.evensi.uk/excelsa-voces-concert-tewkesbury-abbey/259758088
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Overbury Street Market 2018 

 
Despite the continuing hot weather, the crowds returned to support our 
40th anniversary event and rewarded the hard work from stall holders 

and others with a record return of £5001. 

As usual Bacon Butties welcomed the early arrivals to Church Row 
flying the traditional colourful ‘tribal banners’. Going for a Song  

capitalised on the continuing drought by offering a number of large  

water butts which sold particularly well! Locally produced Honey and 
Lamb proved tempting together with Anne’s Pantry’s home-made cakes and pastries 

all disappearing fast. The Bottle stall, run this year by two new young Australians,  

almost doubled their takings. Books and Toys were as popular as ever while the  
Raffle, with very tempting prizes, did well. 

To relax, there were refreshments in Berkeley Garden with Ice Cream to cool off, 

while Max Roach played his relaxing piano melodies. Whitcombe Gardens provided a 

beautiful area for children’s games with Anthony Hallett’s plants selling well as usual. 
David Packwood joined us again to demonstrate and sell his unique corn  

dollies, and the many other stall holders were happy with their morning. As always, the 

assistance from many to prepare and help run this event is very much appreciated. 
                        Andrew John 

Overbury Bowling Club success in County 2-wood Men’s Singles  
 
With an early start at Worcester Bowling Club on a very hot Sunday,  
Overbury Bowling Club's Dan Mason and Neil Williams competed in the 
Worcestershire County 2-wood Men’s Singles competition, where Mason 
achieved a place in the semi-final after a closely fought 'Overbury Derby' 
against club mate Williams. 

 
The County 2-wood competition is played over 21 ends per match and as each match only 
takes around 45 minutes, all the rounds up to and including the quarter final are played on the 
one day. 
 
After playing 2 matches against Middleton Cup team members and winning 
16-14 and 17-12, Mason then met Williams in the next round for the 
'Overbury Derby'.  Following a closely fought match, Mason prevailed 16-13 
leading to a quarter final match.  After only 17 ends of the quarter final,  
Mason had won 15-5, booking his place in the County semi-final. 
Playing the semi-final at Chester Road, Mason came up against Steve 
Poyner from Vines Park. He led for the first 15 ends of the match, but with 
the score 11-11 after 16 ends, the momentum changed and Poyner pulled 
off a couple of excellent 2s to power through to a 16-12 victory. Despite not 
making the final, this was a great result and achievement for Dan Mason 
and Overbury Bowling Club. 
 
New members, both young and senior, are always welcome to join in this very social and  
sporting activity. The club has both equipment and qualified coaches to get the inexperienced 
up and running quickly.  
 

For more information, contact Overbury Bowling Club at  
info@overburybowling.net or one of the club officials listed on 

www.overburybowling.net 

The Christmas Bulb Sale in aid of the Friends of          

St Faith’s in Overbury is planned for Saturday              

8th December.  Donations of baskets or bowls will be 

very welcome and can be left at Berkeley House at any 

time. 
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  2018 SEASON 
 
In August, Overbury played a team of young Afghan  
refugees, now based in London – the club’s very first  
international match ! It was a fine 20 over game 

which the visitors won. After sharing a barbecue, we presented them with a  
commemorative shirt and cap. 
OCC have beaten The Crown in the local 20/20 Big Bash, but the matches against 
Ashton and Elmley have been rained off. We hope for better weather for the  
remaining games. 
The First Eleven, who have had a great season, are currently fourth in the Premier 
Division of the Cotswold Hills League, with just three matches left to play.  
However, the Second Eleven need all the points they can muster to stay in Division Five,  
having faced strong opposition throughout the season. They are determined to keep in their 
present Division.  
Youth training continued until the end of July and after such a great season, with excellent  
support from children and parents, we look forward to seeing you all again in 2019 !   
 
We also look forward to our Awards Night Party in September and the AGM in October.  
                Dave Devereux, OCC Chairman 
                    (07949 648372 or 01684 850329) 

  Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd  
 
At the committee meeting on July 23rd, we welcomed the news that  
Dan Hughes had agreed to take over the chair of BCVH Ltd.   
Tony Berriman, who is giving up the chair due to moving away from 
Beckford, said that he would still be in the area and could continue to 
help with practical aspects of managing the hall. 

Finding a replacement for Jennifer Berriman as Bookings Secretary was proving difficult.   
However, since the time of the meeting Andrea Saxby has agreed to take this over, for which 
the committee is very grateful. Several other people had offered to help, and we hope that in 
future the work can be shared, so reducing the load on the designated secretary. The  
continued financial viability of the hall depends on our securing a good number of paying 
renters of its facilities. 
Overhanging branches from the large oak tree and also from the walnut tree at the entrance to 
the car park are a potential safety hazard.  A tree  surgeon will be brought in to deal with this.  
At the conclusion of the meeting Yo Yates made a presentation to Tony and Jennifer on behalf 
of the committee, thanking them for their conscientious and willing service to the hall over a 
long period of time, and wishing them the best as they move away from Beckford, though  
hoping to continue to see them often in the future. 
There was no meeting in August, due to the late Summer Bank Holiday.   
The next meeting will be the AGM, on Monday 24th September. 

              Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd  
              01386 882200: graham.galer@hotmail.co.uk 

Poppy Quilt Auction 
I would like to say a huge thank you to all the people who showed up to  
support my Poppy Quilt Auction. It turned out to be a well supported few hours. 
I was overwhelmed by the generosity of all who attended. I think I speak for 
everyone when I say this is something close to many people’s hearts. There 
were lots of people sharing their memories and thanks to everyone who is  
remembered in the lovingly made quilts. 
The event raised just over £1,900.00 with people still donating to my just  
giving page ‘Teresa’s Poppy Project’ which currently stands at £348.47 of my 
£888 target.  
The current total is £2,248.47 with donations coming from as far as Tasmania. So if you feel 
that you would like to donate please visit the page.  

Once again thank you to everyone for your generosity. 
                          Teresa Carpenter 



 

 

P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

0  1386 854797 
  07752 613814 

c&g 
Kitchens and bathrooms 

 

 

A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service 

and commitment to perfection. 
 

With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting 

service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation, 

our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.  
 

We also offer the following services: 
 

 Extensions         Building Renovations        Building maintenance   

Painting and Decorating  Built-in Wardrobes   Karndean Flooring 

 Garage Conversions    UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories  
 

For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today: 
 

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855 

Gloucester: 01452 618934 / 0781 043 6314 
 

E-mail: info@cheltenham-builders.co.uk 

Website: www.candgkitch.co.uk 
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Tel: 01386 881550 
Mobile: 07967 383639 

 



 

 

 

HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 

Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK  
                                UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 

mailto:railsendnursery@gmail.com


 

 

Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT  
 

Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire  
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.  

 

Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.  
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom. 

 

Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand, 
France.  Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.  

Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking. 
 

For further details please look at the website: 
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Star Inn 
Ashton under Hill 

01386 881325 
 

 Delicious Homemade meals using local 

produce 
 
 

 Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or 

tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from 

the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we 

would love to see you. All occasions catered for. 

2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri  

Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST 
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL 

WR11 7SQ 
 

Comfortable en-suite accommodation set 
in a quiet location 

Breakfasts include our own  
free range eggs and honey.     

      
    JENNIFER CREESE 

Tel: 01386 881266  Mobile 07767205968 
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 9.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2018 subject to T and Cs.  

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com 

Amanda Bucher -  

Remedial Massage Therapist 

 Home Visits to treat muscular postural 

injuries, pregnancy massage and  

  lymphatic drainage. 

 Weleda-advisor for natural skin and 

body care. 

 Weleda skincare and organic facial 

treatments. 

 Hatha Yoga Teacher 

 One-to-one Yoga for better health,  

  flexibility and strength. 

  Bookings - Amanda Bucher   

Mobile 07876214919 

      amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk 

amandabucher.co.uk 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 
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@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields 

 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
 

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes E Class Vehicles 

DOMESTIC 
HOME  

SUPPORT 
FRIENDLY &  

HELPFUL 
   SERVICE 

 General Help with  

 Everyday Tasks 

 Housekeeping/Cleaning 

 Shopping Trips 

 Doctor or Hospital  

 Appointments 

 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care 
Contact Jo for more  

information on 
0747 707 9516  

A complete Personal Taxation 
and Accountancy Service  

tailored to meet the individual  
needs of you and your business. 
 
For prompt, friendly advice and 

an initial free consultation  
contact: 

 
Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A. 
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway, 
Worcestershire WR12 7EU 

 
Tel/Fax: 01386 853653 

Email:  
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk 

mailto:amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk


 

 

G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  
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Thinking Holidays? 
 

Let CARRICK take care 
of it….. 

 
 
 

Carrick Travel is your local Independent 
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make 
you a coffee and have a chat about your  

future holiday plans.  
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham  
office have a huge range of exciting  

holidays on offer to suit all budgets and 
tastes.  

So if your next adventure is a seaside  
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city 

break then Carrick Travel is the perfect  
destination.  

 
Why not pop in or contact us now.  

 

CARRICK TRAVEL 
57-59 Port Street,  

Evesham, WR11 3LH 
Tel: 01386 41474 

Email: evesham@carricktravel.com  

mailto:evesham@carricktravel.com


 

 

Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  273118         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

  
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - SEPTEMBER 2018 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Joss Muirie 07736 957310 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Contacts for       Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
St Barbara’s David Hunter   01386 882087      
Treasurer David Hunter   01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter    01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins   07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey   01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey     01386 881479  

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  
 

 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin         01242 620565 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 

Web Site 
 

www.bredonhillgroup.org 

Canon Matthew Baynes       Vicar, Beckford Group Parish 
01684 772237                      Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Beckford, Teddington and Alstone 
mbaynes@toucansurf.com        Rector of Bredon with Bredon’s Norton,  
 

Canon Susan Renshaw         Associate Priest  
01386 750203                      Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury 
canonsusan@btinternet.com     Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford, Rural Dean of Pershore 
 
Revd David Lewis                   Associate Priest 
01386 710394                        Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Ashton under Hill 
davidlewis648@btinternet.com  Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton 
 
Revd Rick Tett                      Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill  
01386 751152                      Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers        Roger Palmer          5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road     01386 881746 
 

Treasurer       Mike Sanger-Davies        01386 881910 
Parish Enquiries      via The Rectory, Bredon         01684 772237 
      Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                  amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net 
      Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon          01684 772237 
      Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford         01386 881349 
 

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in September 
For this year, due to a reduced demand for the Worcester 
trip every fortnight, we now vary the destination on the 
fourth Friday each month. 

 

     7th & 21st to Bishops Cleeve        

     14th to Worcester 

     28th to St Peter’s Garden Centre, Worcester  

 

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 

 
 
 
 
 

6th, 13th, 20th & 27th 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                               6:00pm    

4th  Ashton W.I. ‘History of the Everyman Theatre ’, Ashton Village Hall              7:30pm     
7th   Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                 12:30pm 

8th  100th Anniversary Celebration of the RAF and Women’s Votes - see page 10 

9th  Taizé Worship at Beckford                     6:00pm 

10th  Beckford W.I. ‘Richard III - The Legend, the History & the Bones, V.H.              7:30pm 

11th  Teddington & Alstone Parish Council, Teddington V.H.                                        7:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for October 

   Farewell Service for Susan Renshaw - see page 4 for details 

21st  Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club, Teddington V.H.                    2:30pm 

23rd  United Parish Worship at Ashton                                                                           10:00am  

26th  Beckford Gardening Club ‘ Veg Growing in Small Gardens, Beckford V.H.       7:30pm 

28th  Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to St Peter’s Garden Centre, Worcester 

   Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel          10:30am 

29th  Barn Dance in Beckford Village Hall - see page 13 for details 

30th  United Parish Worship at Overbury                                                                       10:00am 

WEEKLY CLUBS AND CLASSES 
 
One of our readers has suggested that days and times of 
weekly clubs and classes held throughout the parish could 
be included in the magazine. 
This, of course, would be dependent on the space available, 
but if you would like to include details of a club or class that 
you run or attend, please contact me (see directory page on 
the previous page), with the information, including the venue and  
contact details. 
                    Chris Godfrey, Editor 


