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From ‘In Memoriam’ - (Ring out, wild bells)
Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky,
The flying cloud, the frosty light:
The year is dying in the night;
Ring out, wild bells, and let him die.
Ring out the old, ring in the new,
Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

Alfred Lord Tennyson, 1809 - 1892

Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with
Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford
and Ashton under Hill.
JANUARY

Ashton

Beckford

Overbury

7th January
Epiphany

11.00 am
Epiphany
Songs of Praise
J Dodge &
Lay Team

8.00 am
BCP HC
R Tett

11.00 am
Family
Service
Lay Team

14th January
2nd Sunday
of Epiphany

9.30 am
CW HC
R Tett

6.00 pm
Evening
Worship
R Tett

11.00 am
Morning
Prayer
G Pharo

21st January
3rd Sunday
of Epiphany

11.00 am
Village
Worship for
All Ages
J Dodge &
Lay Team

9.30 am
CW HC
M Baynes

8.00 am
BCP HC
M Baynes

28th January
4th Sunday
of Epiphany
Candlemas

Alstone

Teddington
9.30 am
CW HC
R Tett

9.30 am
Morning
Prayer
G Pharo
6.00 pm
Evening
Prayer
S Renshaw

10.00 am
United CW
HC
S Renshaw

FEBRUARY
4th February
2nd Sunday
before Lent

9.30 am
Morning
Prayer
J Dodge

8.00 am
BCP HC
S Renshaw

BCP Book of Common Prayer
HC Holy Communion

11.00 am
Christingle
S Renshaw
CW

9.30 am
CW HC
S Renshaw

Book of Common Worship

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury.
Clergy:

Revd Canon Matthew Baynes
Revd Rick Tett (Curate)

Revd Canon Susan Renshaw

Readers:

John Dodge

Roger Palmer

The Rector, Canon Matthew Baynes can be contacted at any time
on: 01684 772237 or email: mbaynes@toucansurf.com.
Parish Office: Tuesday mornings, 9.00am to 12noon: 01684 772237
Friday mornings (Beckford Village Hall), 9am to 12 noon: 01386
881349 or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net (Parish Secretary)
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As I’m sitting here and writing this it’s Advent. By the time
it goes to print, and you are reading this it will be into the
New Year.
So, to begin with this is an opportunity to reflect on Advent
and the year ahead. I do think that we neglect Advent. No
sooner has Advent got under way than we’re headlong
into all those interminable carol services that we have.
Advent isn’t Christmas, and nor is Advent about preparing
for Christmas. Advent is a time of waiting, a time of
preparation for celebrating the coming of God into the
world in human form in the person of Jesus his Son.
It’s interesting that the Church year starts not on some great high point, or with some
fervent celebration, not with fireworks, not with the birth of Jesus nor with his
resurrection – but with a period of waiting and preparation, with a sense of emptiness
and wondering.
But I think it’s right because if we don’t go through this season of Advent waiting and
watching and preparing then we don’t really have anything to celebrate. If we wait, if we
watch patiently, then the picture of Jesus revealed to us during this time becomes
clearer until we rejoice on Christmas Day. I always wish for a white Christmas and am
often disappointed so I’m not sure whilst writing this we will have one.
My favourite bible passage has always been Matthew 25: 35 ‘For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in’, because it talks about hospitality, love, and caring for
those less fortunate, and it is in those acts of kindness that we are serving God through
Jesus. In this season of good will and peace let us remember all those who are alone,
vulnerable and less fortunate than ourselves.
As we look forward to the New Year we have many things to be thankful for, especially
the new appointment in Elmley Castle. As we work together as a group around the hill I
pray for all our churches as we shine out God’s love during this season and into the
New Year.
Every blessing to you all, Happy Advent, Christmas, and New Year.
Rick
Rick Tett is Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford working
across the Bredon Hill Group.
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This year, the Lent Course in the Bredon Hill Group will be
led by Canon Ken Boyce, former Rector of St. Martin’s,
London Road, Worcester, and one-time Rural Dean of Pershore.
Once again it will be a combination of plenary sessions and
local groups. The plenary sessions will be on Ash Wednesday
14th February, 28th February, 14th March, with the final session
being on 28th March, which is the Wednesday of Holy Week.
More details of the course will be circulated in the Pew Notes
and February Magazine.

Lent Lunches for St Richard’s Hospice
Please come along between 12.00 and 2.00 pm
to the following venues and enjoy a lunch of
home-made soups, rolls & cheese, and good
company in support of St Richard’s Hospice in
Worcester.
Friday 16th February:

Bredon Manor, Main Road, Bredon

Friday 23rd February:

Pepper Cottage, Peppercorn Lane, Kemerton

Friday 2nd March:

Warwick House, Hill Lane, Elmley Castle

Friday 9th March:

Vanilla House, Court Farm Lane, Beckford

Friday 16th March:

The Old Farmhouse, Elmley Road, Ashton

If you require any further information, please contact Mary Doney on 01684
773775 for Bredon; Toushy Squires on 01386 725644 for Kemerton; Gill Tallis
on 01386 47430 for Elmley Castle; Christine Jay on 01386 881990 for Beckford;
Alex Dodge on 01386 881487 for Ashton.
We look forward to welcoming you

- Thank you for your support

Taizé Services in 2018
Following the successful Taizé services held throughout the parish last year, we are
going to hold three similar services in the Bredon Group during 2018.
The dates and venues are:
February 18th:

6:00pm at Alstone Church

July 8th:

6:00pm at Beckford Church

September 9th:

6:00pm at Bredon’s Norton

Please put these dates in your diaries. We look forward to seeing you, especially if you
have never been to this type of service before.
The service is very easy to follow and consists of prayer, readings, singing in the form
of chants and some short periods of silence.
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Happy New Year and a reminder about your Subscriptions which are now due!!
May I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a happy and
peaceful New Year. Many thanks to everyone who contributes with
articles and notices for the magazine. I hope this will continue into
2018. If you have an interesting article or news to share please do
send it to me - my contact details are on the directory at the back
of the magazine.
On a more practical note, can I remind you that your
magazine subscriptions for 2018 are now due. The cost will
remain at £5 for the year - a real bargain.
Chris Godfrey, Editor
Stamps for MERCY SHIPS
Please remember to save all your used stamps for THE MERCY
SHIPS charity. There is a box in each church so do put your used
Christmas stamps and any others you have saved and help support
this excellent charity.
Stamps should be cut or torn off envelopes with a border of about
1cm. If they are torn off envelopes and damaged they are worthless
and sometimes damage other stamps by contact with adhesive. Our group of churches
has donated 5 kilos of stamps in 2017; thank you everyone. This is a great help for
the work done by Mercy Ships.
Your Parish Still Needs You!
We are pleased to report that following an appeal for volunteers
last year, Pat Chambers of Overbury has taken up the reins as
Disability Awareness Officer and has already updated the
information for each church in the parish. We are very grateful to
Pat for taking on this vital task. However, volunteers are still
needed to take on the roles of PCC Secretary and Electoral
Roll Officer.
As Parochial Church Council (PCC) Secretary you would work closely with the
Vicar, preparing agendas for and taking minutes at the four PCC meetings, plus the
Annual Parochial Church Meeting in March, receive correspondence from the Diocese
and distribute it to PCC members and the parish in general as appropriate. You are
welcome to come along and see how the Parochial Church Council works at the
next meeting of the Beckford Group PCC on Thursday 1st February at 7.30 pm
in Teddington Village Hall.
The Parish Electoral Roll Officer looks after the official record of parishioners for the
Parish, supported by Electoral Roll Officers in each of the five churches who keep
their individual church records up to date and pass that information to you. The Roll is
updated annually in February, with a full revision once every five years.
If you would like to be part of the team that makes us the friendly, welcoming Group
Parish that we have been for over 30 years, working together to maintain Christian
worship and outreach at the heart of our five villages, please contact the Vicar, Canon
Matthew Baynes, on 01684 772237, who would be delighted to hear from you.
Matthew can usually be found in the Beckford Group Parish Office in Beckford Village
Hall on Friday mornings. Amanda Bath, Parish Secretary, can also take your calls
there on 01386 881349, on Fridays between 9.00 am and 12.00noon.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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News From Overbury
December at St Faith’s got off to a busy start with the concert on Friday 1st (review
below) and a service on Sunday 3rd that, as Matthew pointed out, covered pretty well
everything: the baptism of Alfred George Hallett, a blessing and renewal of his parents’
(Edward and Lucy) marriage vows and finished off with a short ceremony (in the rain) to
consecrate the newly rebuilt memorial cloister in the Garden of Remembrance.
The following Saturday, the annual Bulb Sale in aid of the Friends
of St Faith’s took place in Overbury Village Hall. In less than two
hours, teas and coffees had been served, every bulb had gone,
Christmas decorations, greenery and tea towels had been sold
and the raffle drawn. All combined to raise an astonishing
record-breaking total (see below). Dagny Holland-Martin and
Michael Randles put a huge amount of work into this event every
year and we are very grateful to them.
The “winter draw” of the St Faith’s 200 Club also took place that morning (winners listed
on page 8). Enormous thanks are also due to Pat Chambers who keeps the accounts
and membership in order and organises all the payments. Tickets are available @ £15
per annum!
The snow has meant that the Grasshoppers’ nativity had to be
postponed until 19th December but Overbury First School’s carol
service took place on Thursday 14th. It was a lovely occasion, led
by Sundial Class, which flowed seamlessly from carols to readings
to prayers with a number of children singing solos. The school
children and Grasshoppers also sang at Overbury Court on Friday
15th and those attending were lucky enough to enjoy mulled wine
and delicious mince pies and cake to get us all in the Christmas
spirit.

On Friday 1st December the singers and musicians of Excelsa
Voces performed in Overbury Church; anyone fortunate
enough to have purchased a ticket was treated to an evening
of extraordinary beauty. As the singers moved around the
candlelit church, the sounds echoed from ancient walls in
exquisite harmony, sounding as if all the music sung there over centuries had been
absorbed and reflected back. This was an evening of ethereal, haunting sounds,
taking us away from our everyday life and connecting us with the music of centuries.
Rarely do we see our church used in such a beautiful and imaginative way, every
detail considered and perfect, to give us an experience which will stay with the
audience for a long time. We hope for a return visit from the group and I can only
urge you not to miss it!
Chris Clark
Christmas Bulb Sale at Overbury
December 9th 2017
“Thank you” to all who made this such
a jolly and successful Christmas event,
which made £1412 for the St Faith’s
Church Fabric Fund.
Dagny Holland-Martin
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Overbury and Conderton Parish Council
The next meeting of the Parish Council has been arranged for Tuesday 9th January in
Overbury Village Hall at 7.00 pm, and all members of the Parish are welcome to
attend. The agenda and associated information will be displayed on the Parish Council
notice boards and website (via www.overbury.org) prior to the meeting. Please contact
Ros Long, Parish Clerk, on 01386 725111, or by e-mail ros@overburyestate.co.uk, by
Tuesday 2nd January if there are any matters that you would like to be included on the
agenda.
Ros Long – Parish Clerk
DATES FOR THE DIARY
OVERBURY LAMBING LIVE – Join the Overbury Farm team for
the tractor and trailer rides to the lambing sheds on SUNDAY
15th APRIL.
Visit: www.overburyfarms.co.uk/events for up-to-date information.
OVERBURY STREET MARKET will take place this year on SATURDAY 14th JULY
– Save the Date!

Overbury School Report
Dick Whittington
It’s behind you…Pantomime season was upon us and we loved
every minute of it: The children were fortunate enough to receive a
visit from the phenomenal TaleGate Theatre Productions who took
them on an eventful journey to London to meet ‘Dick Whittington.’
TaleGate Theatre Productions is now in its ninth year touring the
UK. In London, the streets were paved with gold and Dick was
destined to seek his fortune. Packed with songs, slapstick,
silliness, breath-taking special effects, audience participation and
all the fairytale magic of traditional pantomime, the children had an
afternoon they will not forget.
So turn again ‘Dick Whittington’, three times Lord Mayor of London!
Football Match Report by James Cooley & Henry Judge Year 5
On the cricket pitch we played against Sedgeberrow. It was a
very tough match the score was 3-0 to them. Besides they all
were all year 5 and we had a mixture of years 3, 4 and 5. They
were also twice the size of us and they had a professional
coach, unlike us. We had Mr Ridal but he had never coached a
football team before. He was very good at it. Our defence were
strong but I think we need to improve on our attack. James was
the captain whilst Henry and Will were in goal; they saved our
bacon many a time.
If you would like any more information on any of these events, please do not
hesitate to contact the school office on 01386 725235
or email: office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk
PLEASE NOTE:OUR SPACIOUS SCHOOL HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE
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St. Faiths Church, Overbury 200 Club
Results of the draw which took place on Saturday 9th December, 2017
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

Number
11
119
155
17
111
117
103
57
133

Name
Harry Churchill
Anna Horton [Sophie]
Tim Cobb
Pat Chambers
Ken Hussell
St. Faiths Church [donated]
Sue & John Burnham
Tom Hallett
Clemmie Champion

Amount
£198.95
£119.37
£ 79.58
£ 59.69
£ 39.79
£ 39.79
£ 19.90
£ 19.90
£ 19.90

Thank you to everybody for your continued support during 2017 and we look forward
to seeing you all for the two draws in 2018. During 2017 we raised £1,103.75 for
St. Faith’s with a further £1,103.75 given in prize money.
If you would like to buy a number in this very popular charity fundraiser for our
beautiful Church please contact either;
Michael Randles 2 Church Row, Overbury
01386 725564
Pat Chambers
22 Hanford Drive, Eckington
01386 750358

News from Ashton under Hill

St Barbara’s Support for Charities
Thanks to the great generosity of all those who supported our
fundraising efforts in 2017, a total of £9,099 including Gift Aid,
was raised by St Barbara’s Church for ten different good
causes, including the CATCH Project in South Africa, the
Worcester and Dudley Historic Churches Trust, Water Aid,
Shelter UK and several bucket collections for Red Cross and DEC Appeals. Collections
in December were for the Children’s Society at our Christingle service and for the Sue
Ryder Hospice in Cheltenham at the Ashton Celebration of Christmas.

Ashton Christmas Fair Result
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to the
Christmas Fair held at the Village Hall in Ashton on 18th November last year.
The final total raised was £2,000, including gift aid. The proceeds were shared
between St Barbara’s Church fabric fund and St Richard’s Hospice in Worcester.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO
EVERYONE!
With your continued support we hope to continue this outreach in 2018

Epiphany Songs of Praise
You will be most welcome to join in a Songs of Praise for
Epiphany on Sunday 7th January at 11.00 am at
St Barbara’s Church with hymns and readings for the
season, followed by refreshments. We will be celebrating the
coming of the Magi to the stable at Bethlehem.
We would like to hear your choice of hymns, carols and
readings, so please contact Alex and John (881487).
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - December Report
At the time of writing in December the WI
has been carrying on our activities in the
freezing cold, but all very Christmassy
and enjoyable. Seven members joined the
Worcester Federation outing to Waddesdon Manor, the
former Rothschild house near Aylesbury. Our entry
ticket gave us access to the manor which is a splendid
French style extravaganza in the Chateau Impney mode, more palace than manor. The
house was dressed with a Christmas theme reflecting the birds and animals which had
been a passion of the family. It was fun to spot the animal figures on the trees, and it
was very imaginatively done. On our way round there was a chance to see some of the
superb treasures owned by the Rothschilds. Outside we visited the special Christmas
market which was set up in wooden booths along the lawned entrance. There were good
quality gifts, and food and drink, and we kept meeting the other Worcestershire ladies.
Many found unusual gifts to buy for friends and family. Mulled wine was a popular choice
to stave off the cold. Some of the group found the “Stables” restaurant, others kept warm
by taking the long walk back to the car park to enjoy the view of the grounds. It was
agreed that it was an excellent day out.
Instead of a WI meeting in December, it has become our tradition to have a Christmas
meal locally. This year’s chosen venue was “The Childswickham Inn” who provided a
super menu and served us beautifully. Maggie Watts organised the Raffle which had
lovely seasonal prizes, and Henrietta Cooke gave the vote of thanks to the committee
and the staff of the Inn. They accommodated our request to eat early in the evening
which was much appreciated, and it proved a really good evening.
More Christmas events included the Vale group carol service at St Peter’s Bengeworth,
which was followed by tea/ coffee and a mince pie. About fifty people
attended in total; the carols were well known, the readings were amusing
thoughts and poems on a Christmas theme. It was very well organised
by our Evesham Vale hostesses. On the same Saturday twelve other
ladies had booked to see the ballet at the Arts Centre, which has
become a popular Christmas treat with Ashton WI. The group enjoyed
the performance of “The Nutcracker” danced by the Vienna ballet, which
reportedly they left feeling quite Christmassy, with the tunes buzzing
around in their heads.
Sadly some of the WI had fallen ill with the flu bug and missed one or
two events but we hope everyone recovered in time for Christmas.
Our next meeting is as always on the second Tuesday in the month, Tuesday
9th January, at 7:30pm, when Roger Workman will be speaking about “The History
of the Dairy”. (Please note that it is the second Tuesday in the month for January.)
Judith Hunter, Secretary
‘January is the open gate of the year, shut until the shortest day has
passed, but now open to let in the lengthening daylight, which will
soon fall upon dim patches of pale green, that show where spring is
still sleeping. Sometimes between the hoary pillars - when the winter
is mild - a few wan snowdrops will peep out and catch the faint
sunlight which streams in coldly through the opening gateway, like
timid messengers sent to see if spring has yet stirred from her long
sleep.’ Chambers Book of Days (1864)
January takes it’s name from the Roman god Janus, the guardian of
doorways and bridges. Janus had two faces looking in opposite
directions - back towards the Old Year and forward to the New.
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News From Teddington and Alstone

January 7th:
January 14th:
January 21st:

January Services in The Chapelries
9:30am, Teddington - Holy Communion with Rick
9:30am, Alstone - Morning Prayer with Graham
6:00pm, Teddington - Evening Prayer with Susan

From the Registers: Alice Ward
On Saturday 18th November the ashes of Alice Ward were interred at St Nicholas.
Many of Alice's family were present including quite a few grandchildren. For many years
Alice and Alan Ward lived at Comptons (now Willersey) opposite St Nicholas and
were regular worshippers there. Sadly, Alice suffered a massive stroke shortly after her
husband's funeral in 1997. After many months in hospital in Cheltenham Alice moved to
Plymouth to live the rest of her life in a nursing home near her daughter Lesley. Alice
survived for 10 years and Lesley, as she promised, has brought Alice's ashes back to
Teddington to be buried in the place she loved and to be reunited with those of her
husband, whose ashes are also interred there.
Carol Service, Sunday 17th December 2017
What a cracking carol service, we had, led by Mathew Baynes with Matthew Birch as
guest organist. Well attended by local (and some not so local) people and brilliantly
organised and supported by Libby Hopkins, Barbara Howell,
Caroline Marsh, Chris Godfrey and many others.
Always pleasing to see every age group represented and this
year we were again well blessed with over a dozen enthusiastic
youngsters including William Gilder Jnr, who performed two solo
pieces for us. We'd very much like to see them again and if
possible before next Christmas (had to get that plug in).
We'd also like to take this opportunity to thank all the other folk who keep the chapelries
(Teddington and Alstone churches) going in our community. They range from our
dedicated clergy through to our flower arrangers who do a brilliant job, our readers, our
'invisible' folk e.g. the volunteers who clean, lock/open up, deliver the magazine, fix
things, deal with finances, fund raise, sidepersons, and all the rest. Our very sincere
thanks to you all for all you do as without you we wouldn't be able to keep the churches
open and working. And, as always, if you'd like to get involved in some way or
other then please let us know: yes we do need you really!
Many thanks Anne Kyle and Kieran Whelan
TEDDINGTON CHURCH FLOWER LADIES would like to thank
everyone who came to their Coffee Morning on
November 25th and to all the kind people who donated
books, produce and cakes. Thanks to everyone’s generosity and
gifts, we raised the wonderful total of £302 for the
Teddington Church flower fund which we shall be using for flowers for the
Church Festivals such as Christmas, Easter and Harvest.
TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB
Friday 26th January, 2:30pm – 4.30pm
Entrance fee of £3.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake plus
all participation activities for those wishing to take part
Family and friends most welcome.
For more information call Sue on 01242 620264, Brian on 01242 620898
or email susancarter1402@gmail.com
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2018 B I N G O FUN N I G H T
Teddington V.H., Saturday 3rd February - 7.30pm Start
Tickets £6.00 - includes 6 Bingo game cards
(Additional cards may be purchased on the night,
bring your own drinks & nibbles)
Call Brian Foreman for tickets on 620898 or email
brianforeman@btinternet.com
(Tickets are already being reserved in advance of publication
so please let Brian know asap if you would like to join us)
Thank you to all who supported the coffee morning at Teddington
Village Hall on the 9th of December, all who helped or donated
goodies and to those that came along to make it such a success.
All together we raised £112.00 for Macmillan Nurses.
Many thanks all Rachael
Teddington Quiz Night
Back in November the village hall was once again full. This year you
wonderfully generous people have surpassed yourselves, with our best
result ever! £436 was raised at the annual Quiz Night. The money
has been sent to Megan Baker House. Megan Baker House provides
Conductive Education sessions for children and adults with motor
disorders such as cerebral palsy, dyspraxia, Parkinson's disease, stroke and acquired
brain injury. Conductive Education is based on a simple concept of human potential,
meaning that everyone has the capacity to learn and develop irrespective of their
starting point. Whilst most of us would agree with this statement, in practice many
systems place barriers and boundaries on this learning. People with disabilities
frequently spend much of their time being assessed for what they 'cannot do' rather than
what potential they have. "Conductors" are highly trained to observe this potential in a
person, to nurture their development and devise structured programmes to enable
success.
The charity, based in Leominster, was set up in 2002 by Jo and Dave Baker whose
daughter Megan had cerebral palsy. They found Conductive Education most effective
for Megan, however, it was only available in Hungary. They decided to set up a centre in
Herefordshire which would offer FREE services to all children who needed it. Having
received funding, a small centre was opened with 2 children attending. Sadly, within a
couple of weeks Megan died. Please "Google" this charity to read more about their
brilliant work. When you read their "Wish List" which is often for simple items, you will
agree I'm sure, that our donation will buy lots for this small charity. Once again we thank
you all for your support and generosity.
Anne and Phil Clark
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News from Beckford
Beckford Open Village 2018
As mentioned in last month’s magazine, the first planning meeting was held in
November and as the new year dawns we shall meet again on Thursday
11th January at 7.30pm and, as before, this will be at The Stabling, Court Farm
Lane (just before the Nature Reserve).
The last meeting was very constructive and we would welcome anyone with an interest
in making the event a success to come along, armed with suggestions for new
attractions and with offers of participation! There are many different roles to be filled if
we are to build on the popularity of previous years.
One suggestion already put forward and endorsed by the meeting, was the
production of a cookery book featuring recipes submitted by residents with –
where applicable – any anecdotes or snippets of information which are relevant
and which would add to the interest of the publication. It’s never too early to
make a start so please search through your notebooks and files to emulate the
sainted Mary Berry!
If you can’t be there on 11th but have ideas or are keen to take a part in this village
enterprise, do please get in touch with Canon Matthew Baynes or David Carvill
beforehand. Our contact details are on the directory page.
Beckford Coffee Morning
The first monthly Coffee Morning of 2018 will take place on Friday
26th January at the usual time of 10.30am to 12 noon. At a rather
dark and gloomy time of year, come along and join us for an hour or
two of cosy companionship in the chancel of Beckford church, over
a coffee or tea (with free refills) and a choice of delicious
home-made cakes – all for the modest price of £2.50. All proceeds
on this occasion will benefit the church. There’s bound to be news
to catch up with after Christmas and New Year celebrations!
Beckford Church Clock
Regular readers will recall several articles in these pages
concerning the faded state of the clock which could hardly be
said to grace the tower of the village church. Our request for
help in financing its renovation met with a great deal of goodwill
when many people came forward with contributions – very often
in memory of loved ones – and so far we have raised the sum
of £1837. In the face of this generosity we were emboldened to
put the work in hand before the worst of the Winter weather,
even though the total cost - slightly increased by the insurers’
last-minute demand for protective hoarding around the
scaffolding – amounted to £2310.
So it was that on Monday 20th November, we watched as the face was removed and
lowered to the ground where the true state of dereliction was obvious, as will be seen
in the photograph where it leans forlornly against one of the chest tombs. Intriguingly
its removal revealed, carved into the stonework, the dates of 1825 and 1827, together
with the names of Chas Wm Turner and of William Cotton. There was also a pencilled
date of 1981 – presumably the last occasion when such work was done.
Unfortunately, it is not possible to reproduce photographs of the inscriptions in the
magazine, but if you are interested in looking at them please speak to David Carvill.
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Our trusty friends, Tony Amphlett with his son David and
their colleague Les, undertook the removal – no small feat
– with John Klee of Pershore who had been appointed to
carry out the renovation and who, in a bid to save us from
extra scaffolding costs, performed the miracle of
transformation in exactly two weeks.
The copper face was stripped
and repainted in weatherproof black then the figures
and hands were painstakingly
reinstated using 24 carat gold
leaf.
On Monday 4th December the process was reversed and
the splendidly restored clock-face was returned and
unveiled in the churchyard before being hauled aloft once
more. The contrast is plain to see in the photograph
above where John Klee (on the right) and David Amphlett
(on the left) triumphantly exhibit the fruits of their labours.
The actual scale of the face – some five feet across – is
also evident in the picture.
With the clock re-connected by Nick Hopkins and
Andy Slade and once more back in working
order, our intrepid and hands-on vicar appeared
and climbed the ladders to the top of the
scaffolding where in the picture, he can be seen
admiring the finished clock, together with Tony
Amphlett…….
Thanks to Nick and Andy the clock had
continued to strike the hours even though the
face was missing but it’s a joy now to see the
gleaming figures and hands which will shine down on the village for many years to
come: John Klee says it should be good for 50-60 years.
We are truly grateful to all those whose generosity has made this work possible and it’s
particularly apposite that as we approach this Christmas season and the New Year,
Beckford’s clock presents a new face to the world.
Thoughts will now turn to establishing a book to record those in whose names the work
was made possible.
Beckford Carol Service
In spite of the heaviest snowfall for some years (which of course set
the scene beautifully), a congregation of just on 60 adults and
children gathered on Sunday 10th December to enjoy readings and
carols in candlelight and to hear Matthew's humorous but
meaningful address, in which Noah and Luiza were willing
accomplices. The service included our Christingle and the
collection by Noah and Savannah raised £183 for the Childrens'
Society, when Gift Aid is included.
A happy social hour rounded off the evening.
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BECKFORD W.I. - December Report
Our last meeting featured an auction which raised over £40 and thanks were expressed
to Tony and Jennifer Berriman who organised and ran the auction. The Winter Craft
Fayre at the Beckford Inn Marquee was well attended and the WI had a stall there which
raised just over £80. It has been decided to donate some of this money to the Little
Beckford Playground to help improve the facilities.
The Bookworms Book Club held a meeting and discussed the book “All the Light We
Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr. The new list of books for 2018 is available and new
members to the group are always welcome.
The Parish Development Plan exhibition was well attended and Beckford WI had a
display which detailed the activities of the members.
Eight members had attended the Group Carol service at Kemerton on 2nd December
and one of our members read a lessons. The charity collection at the service raised
money for the National Star Centre.
The annual meal is to be at The Bell at Eckington. We are looking forward to visiting the
Royal Shakespeare Company and the theatre at Stratford to have a behind the scenes
tour in February. February will be a busy month as there is also a Craft Day led by one
of the tutors from Denman College, later in the month. This will be held in the Village Hall
and allow people to experience several different crafting methods.
Owing to the bad weather the December meeting of Beckford WI was postponed until
18th December. Although it was inevitable that some members had previous
engagements for that date, 24 members and some of their friends were able to bring a
festive note to the rescheduled meeting. Our President welcomed the members and their
guests and three members of a local choir, Blue Moon Harmony. They, with one of our
own members, formed a small choral group who were to sing for their supper!
There were three birthday posies presented and they all had a festive touch. After that
our President, Yo, introduced the small choir group and took to the keyboards herself
and accompanied the ladies as they sang a selection of Christmas songs including
“Walking in the Air”, “Mary’s Boy Child” and the very seasonal “White Christmas”. They
ended by singing John Rutter’s, “Candlelight Carol” made more atmospheric by
dimming the lights and lighting candles on each of the tables laid for the
meal. After thanking the singers, Yo encouraged everyone to enjoy the
food that had been brought by all the members for everyone to
share. At the end of the meal we all sang “The Twelve Days of
Christmas” with full audience participation and the meeting
closed with good wishes to all.
The next meeting on Monday 8th January at 7.30 pm is a social evening with a
Beetle Drive, to get to know new and old members and to introduce the new programme
of speakers and talks. All are most welcome.
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
Beckford Book Club
Last month the magazine published an invitation from me
to readers who might be interested in joining a book club
for Beckford and surrounding area. This has produced
some interesting responses, but not enough as yet to
establish a viable group.
There's still time! If you are interested, please contact me, Graham Galer, on
01386 882200, mobile 07733 132404 or graham.galer@hotmail.co.uk
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Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd
The committee held it’s regular meeting on Monday
27th November. Due to Christmas, there will be no further meeting
now until Monday January 22nd 2018.
The hall refurbishment project now moves to the next stage: provision of a lower
ceiling. We discussed the kind of lighting that would be best for this - ceiling/wall, spot
panel etc - and arranged to obtain some proposals and costs from an electrician. (If
any hall users has a view on this question, please get in touch and let us know).
One of our members had heard about the website https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk,
one of several available which allow online purchasers to obtain a small discount and
have it automatically directed to a designated charity or other good cause. We asked
our treasurer to register BCVH Ltd on the website as a 'cause' to which discounts could
be sent. This has now been done, and if any reader would like to make use of this,
please subscribe to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk (this is easy to do), give BCVH
Ltd as your desired 'cause', then use the website whenever you go online shopping.
It was agreed at the meeting that the Neighbourhood Plan exhibition, held in the hall
between the 22nd and 25th November with the involvement of one or two of our
members, had been well designed and presented. It had provoked a lot of written
comments from those who attended. The Neighbourhood Plan, sponsored by the
Parish Council, is being developed by a small steering group of councillors and
residents from the three Beckford communities - Beckford, Little Beckford and Grafton.
The Steering Group meets monthly in the hall, with the next meeting scheduled for
Monday January 8 2018 at 7pm. Non-members are welcome to attend, and offers of
help are very welcome, as a lot of work lies ahead over the next few months.
If you are interested in getting involved, come along to the next meeting on January 8th
or, better still, get in touch with the chairman, Councillor David Nicholds on
david.beckfordpc@gmail.com.
Graham Galer
BCVH Ltd secretary
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c&g
Kitchens and bathrooms
A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service
and commitment to perfection.
With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting
service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation,
our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.
We also offer the following services:

Extensions
Building Renovations
Building maintenance
Painting and Decorating Built-in Wardrobes Karndean Flooring
Garage Conversions UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today:

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855
Gloucester: 01452 618934 / 0781 043 6314
E-mail: info@cheltenham-builders.co.uk
Website: www.candgkitch.co.uk

P&H Services Ltd
Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul..phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE
Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing
Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

TONY 01386

854797
07752 613814
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DCJ BUILDING SERVICES
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD
City and Guilds and
CITB Qualified

SHED BASES
Bases for:

Sheds

Summer Rooms

Offices

Garages

Workshops

Stables

Kennels / Catteries

Aviaries

Studios
Plus Patios, Paths and Walls
Call Martin on:
01242 262782
07766 794159

ASHLEIGH HOUSE
ELMLEY ROAD
ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SW
ALL ASPECTS OF WORK
UNDERTAKEN
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk

HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes
Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas
Mobile

Telephone

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk

01684 773834

07909 948284

Bredon Hill
Grounds Maintenance
All aspects of garden and grounds
care undertaken, large or small.
Experienced, qualified,
insured & reliable.
Dave Hunting

07733 328631

Graham Keeling

01386 882962
HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

RAILS END NURSERY
Back Lane, Ashton under Hill
01386 881884
07970718890
railsendnursery@gmail.com

Bedding and basket plants

Planters and baskets filled
We stock an ever expanding range of
roses and perennials, as well as
seasonal bedding.
Looking for something in particular?
Get in touch.

OPEN: Easter to the end of October
10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY
During the winter open by appointment only

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SQ
Comfortable en-suite accommodation set
in a quiet location
Breakfasts include our own
free range eggs and honey.
JENNIFER CREESE
Tel: 01386 881266 Mobile 07767205968
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com

Holloway Farm House
Bed & Breakfast
Ashton-under-Hill,
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN

Tel: 01386 881910
Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com
www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk
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HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT
Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.
Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom.
Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand,
France. Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.
Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking.
For further details please look at the website:
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

The Old Post House & Barn
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW
(nearly opposite The Star)

Beautiful barn conversion available for
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’
accommodation; lovely spacious living area
in the eaves; Flat screen TV, DVD player &
free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too.

01386 882466 or 07976 906653
www.the-old-post-house.co.uk

The Star Inn
Ashton under Hill

01386 881325
Delicious Homemade meals using local
produce
Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or
tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from
the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we
would love to see you. All occasions catered for.
2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri
Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food

THE COFFEE SHOP

@ Beckford Silk
Danni and Heather welcome you.
Open Monday to
Saturday
10.00am – 4.00pm
Ashton Road, Beckford,
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU
Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794
danni@the-coffee-shop.net

raspberryhen.co.uk

High quality handmade bespoke curtains,
blinds, lampshades & cushions.
Locally based near Teddington.
Sample books available.
Call for free no obligation home visit.

07811 045055 / 01242 620346
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk
Discount available on first purchase of curtains please
quote PM2017 subject to T and Cs.
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DOMESTIC
HOME
SUPPORT
FRIENDLY &
HELPFUL
SERVICE
 General Help with
Everyday Tasks
 Housekeeping/Cleaning
 Shopping Trips
 Doctor or Hospital
Appointments
 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care
Contact Jo for more
information on
0747 707 9516

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields

School Holiday Clubs

JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill

After School Childcare
Private Tutoring
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808

07531 781842
gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

Regain Your Natural Poise

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE
can help with:



and joint pain
• improved performance in
sport, music and other
activities
• general health and well-being



• stress
• poor posture; back, neck

Philippa Rands MSTAT

01386 881633

HOME CARE
Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.





whether full or part time please give us a call
on 01386 764830 to find out more.

Luxury Handmade
Chocolates, Truffles &
Raw Organic Energy Balls
exquisitely handcrafted
by Daniella in Corse Lawn.
Made to order,
exclusively for you.
A gift for every occasion.
Call Daniella 07801 498519
www.ommazingchocolates.com

Amanda Bucher Remedial Massage Therapist
Home Visits to treat muscular postural
injuries, pregnancy massage and
lymphatic drainage.
Weleda-advisor for natural skin and
body care.
Weleda skincare and organic facial
treatments.
Hatha Yoga Teacher
One-to-one Yoga for better health,
flexibility and strength.
Bookings - Amanda Bucher
Mobile 07876214919
amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk

COUNSELLING
Sometimes in life we need help working through
tough times. I work with individuals, couples and
young people to help you understand the issues
holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.
Please call me for a free phone
consultation: 07908106709

Jane Ashton

If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly team

OMmaZing
Chocolates

MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy
Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes E Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT
SPECIALISTS
Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Turnout Wash from £8
Turnout Wash &
Reproof from £14

Dog Bedding & Coats
Dog Coat Wash £5
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof £6

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
 Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

M ALCOLM J P RESLAND
F UNERAL D IRECTORS
1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
A Truly Independent Family Business
Serving the community since 1960
Owned and run by the Hill family
(Local people helping local people)
Fairfield House, Defford Rd
Pershore WR10 1HZ.
01386 552141
www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre-Payment Plans Available

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 273118

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - JANUARY 2018
Canon Matthew Baynes
01684 772237
mbaynes@toucansurf.com

Vicar, Beckford Group Parish
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Beckford, Teddington and Alstone
Rector of Bredon with Bredon’s Norton,

Canon Susan Renshaw
01386 750203
canonsusan@btinternet.com

Associate Priest
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury
Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford, Rural Dean of Pershore

Revd Rick Tett
01386 751152
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk

Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill
Group)

Readers
Treasurer
Parish Enquiries

John Dodge
The Old Farmhouse, Ashton under Hill 01386 881487
Roger Palmer
5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road 01386 881746
Mike Sanger-Davies
01386 881910
via The Rectory, Bredon
01684 772237
Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath
amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net
Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon
01684 772237
Fri 9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford
01386 881349

Dennis Oxley has now retired from active ministry but would very much welcome visitors at his new home at
The Grange, Grange Road, Tewkesbury GL20 8HZ

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386 882002
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386 882200
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386 882514
Organist
Mike Sanger Davies 01386 881910
Flowers
Doreen Byrd
01386 881360
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386 710136
Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Faith Hallett
01386 725206
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386 725405
Treasurer
James Ledingham 07595 177118
Organist
Anne Brown
01684 292231
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal 01386 725325
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386 725111
Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Churchwarden
Alex Dodge
01386 881487
Secretary
Alex Dodge
01386 881487
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Secretary
Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Anne Kyle,
01242 620351
Kieran Whelan
01242 620763
Secretary
Nicholas Bentley 01242 620292
Treasurer
Mike Wignall
01242 620031
Flowers:
Teddington
Caroline Marsh
01242 621139
Alstone
Jane Rogers
01242 620592
Organist
Matthew Birch
01386 881980

Transport Co-ordinators
Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Faith Hallett
Rosie Atkin
Betty Beckman
vacant
Roger Palmer

01386 725206
01242 620565
01242 620289
01386 881746

Minibus
Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator)
ashtonbeckford@gmail.com
Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for
contact details
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising
Be Collins
01242 620401
Email: bpcollins44@btinternet.com
Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

Web Site
www.bredonhillgroup.org

881814
620351
725111
881479

4th, 11th, 18th & 25th
Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall
6:00pm
5th
Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall
12:30pm
8th
Beckford W.I. Social Meeting and Beetle Drive, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
9th
Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall
12:30pm
Overbury & Conderton Parish Council, Overbury Village Hall
7:00pm
Ashton W.I. ‘The History of the Dairy’, Ashton Village Hall
7:30pm
11th Beckford Open Village Meeting - see page 12 for details
16th Deadline for magazine entries for February
24th Beckford Gardening Club, ‘Yunnan, a Climatic Sandwich’, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
26th Beckford Coffee Morning in the church
10:30am
Teddington 50+ Club , Teddington Village Hall
2:30pm - 4:30pm
28th United Worship at Overbury
10:00am

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in January
5th and 19th to Bishops Cleeve
12th and 26th to Worcester
Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145

