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Parish Office: You can contact Amanda Bath, the Parish Secretary on the 
following days and times: 
 
Tuesday mornings: The Rectory, Bredon, 9am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings: Beckford Village Hall,  9am to 12 noon:01386 881349  
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net   

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
 
Clergy:      Revd David Lewis    Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
 
Readers:      Roger Palmer 

NOVEMBER Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

4th November 

4th Sunday  

before Advent 

All Saints’ 

11:00am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

4:00pm 

All Souls’ 

Service 

S Renshaw 

8:00am 

BCP HC 

D Lewis 

11:00am 

Family  

Service 

Lay Team 

  

  

9.30 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

11th November 

3rd Sunday  

before Advent 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

 

10:45am 

Royal British 

Legion  

Remembrance 

Service 

G Pharo 

  

10:30am 

Chapelries 

Remembrance 

Service 

R Palmer 

18th November 

2nd Sunday  

before Advent 

11.00 am 

Village 

Worship 

Meditations 

on War & 

Peace 

Lay Team 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

L Burn 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

R Tett 

6:00pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

R Palmer 

  

25th November 

Last Sunday  

before Advent 

Christ the King 

10:00am - United Parish CW HC at Alstone 

Roger Spiller 

DECEMBER 

2nd December 

Advent 

Sunday 

  

3:30pm 

Christingle 

Service 

D Lewis  

No Service 

11:00am 

An Advent 

Reflection 

with words 

& music 

Lay Team 

  

9.30 am 

CW HC 

& Patronal  

Service 

Bishop  

Michael 
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All Souls' Service in Ashton 
  
This year's Beckford Group service will be hosted by St Barbara’s 
church, Ashton and will take place at 4pm on Sunday 4th November, 
affording the opportunity to remember those family members and 
friends who have died, whether recently or longer ago. Candles may 
be lit in their memory as we recall their names. Each of our churches 
will have lists available to which names can be added, for  
remembrance. If you are unable to get to a church for this purpose, 
please contact your churchwarden and give the information so that 
details can be included on the main list for the service. 
After the service tea, or coffee, and cakes will be served in the church 
so please do come along and take part in this special occasion. 

SUNDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR 2019  
 

The tragic death of Matthew Baynes has deprived the Bredon Hill Group of an  
outstanding priest. Moreover it coincided with the retirement of Susan Renshaw. 
As a result our complement of full-time clergy has dropped from four to two,  
almost overnight, and this is likely to remain the case for some time to come. 
 
One consequence of this is that the pattern of Sunday services will have to 
change, with effect from January 2019. Over recent years Susan has done a 
marvellous job, wrestling with a timetable of hideous complexity, and she has 
got our services covered up to the end of December. 
 
From January onwards the Bredon Hill Group Council, together with the  
churchwardens from around the hill, have been considering a radically simplified 
timetable, and we are in the process of consulting the PCCs about it.  
 
In essence the new timetable would be one we can deliver with two priests. 
Each of the four benefices in the Bredon Group will have a Eucharist in one of 
its churches every Sunday morning. Starting times for services will be  
streamlined. Most churches will have a priest-led service (most likely a  
Eucharist) once per month, with the possibility of additional services led by  
suitably trained laity.  
 
Further details will appear in the December edition of this magazine. 
 
The prospect of change can be unsettling, but we have no realistic option other 
than to adapt to changed circumstances. Indeed, with a measure of patience 
and goodwill we can treat this as an opportunity for a fresh start in the New 
Year. 
                     David Lewis 
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Matthew 

I first met Matthew at a meeting of the Rural Theology  
Association at Pershore College back in the summer of 2005. 
He asked me if I worked in rural ministry and I replied that I 
didn’t, but that I was hoping to. The next time we met was 
when he was on the interview panel for the post of Vicar of 
Eckington and Defford cum Besford and little did I realise then 
that one day we would be working closely together. Matthew 
gave all his working life to the Church of England and as a 
very new vicar back in 2006 I appreciated his experience and 
his friendly support of me in my early days. When we formed 
the Bredon Hill group in 2008 we had the opportunity to work 
more closely together, and enjoyed our shared ministry 

around the Hill. We were both incredibly proud of the Bredon Hill Group and I hope and pray 
that the Group will keep Matthew’s legacy growing stronger and stronger. 
 
Matthew always prided himself on being a ‘grumpy old git’ (his words!) but anyone who knew 
him will know that underneath the grumpy exterior lived a warm heart and a deep sense of love 
and responsibility to those he served. He also had a wonderful, dry sense of humour which got 
us through when we were ready to throw our hands in the air! For me, the highlight of the past 
12 years of working with Matthew was the 2013 Iona trip when a mixture of good company, 
good food and lodging in Bishop’s House and excellent leadership from Bishop Michael Hooper 
made the week an experience which will remain with me for ever. 
 
He – and the family – have been dealt a tough hand. After a very successful kidney transplant 
one might have hoped that Matthew would go from strength to strength and it came as a huge 
blow when he was diagnosed with oesophageal cancer in 2017.  We all wish that there could 
have been a different outcome but sadly that was not to be. Matthew’s determination to carry 
on his much appreciated priestly ministry for as long as he possibly could was an example to us 
all. I will always be thankful that he was able to come to my farewell service in Eckington and I 
know that he was thrilled that we could have a full sung Latin mass in a small village church.  
 
It is a huge privilege to have worked with Matthew and I could not have wished for a better col-
league and friend. I….and all who knew him….will miss him dearly. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family at this very sad time. 
 
   Rest in peace Matthew. 
                     Susan 

 

Matthew’s Funeral: All shall be well…..  
 
On Friday 19th October at 7pm a small gathering of family and close friends welcomed Matthew 
back to his church of St Giles, Bredon, in a gently reflective service of prayers and silences, fol-
lowed by the tranquil and reassuring words of the Compline service led by Revd Ken Boyce. 
 
Throughout the night a succession of people kept vigil in the silent church and those privileged 
to do so, found it a very special and rewarding experience. 
 
At 10am on Saturday 20th, the church was well-filled with worshippers from all the churches of 
the Bredon Hill Group for a concelebration of Parish Eucharist: an unusual occurrence with six 
priests around the altar, reciting the consecration prayer in unison. The address was given by 
Matthew’s godfather, Dr Gordon Johnson and the service was led by Revd Peter Graysmith, for 
long a friend of Matthew.  After the service, refreshments had thoughtfully been provided in the 
church rooms for those staying to attend the funeral which began at 1pm. 
 
Long before the funeral service began, the church was filling up until not an inch of floor space 
was visible due to the standing crowds, with every seat taken. The service was led by  
Archdeacon Robert and the sermon delivered by Revd Penny Graysmith. Megan bravely gave 
a loving, humorous and very fitting tribute to her father. Beautiful readings of poetry and the 
scriptures and hymns, all chosen by Matthew, contributed to an inspiring event.  
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For Bryony, Bronwen, David and Megan 
 
                     The Anniversary  
 
Hot sun shone, a bright orb 
Out of a cloudless blue sky  
Water glistened off the pool 
Bredon Hill framed aglow, tall oak merciful shade 
Hearts are light, many glasses raised 
the happiest anniversary celebration in all the world: 
Family Baynes are “At Home” 
We just hoped and prayed that this glorious summer of our contentment might never end. 
 
Amid the party throng strolled Matthew, ever the kindly host, under floppy white hat, cool  
Caribbean shirt, a long glass of iced orange in hand. 
Soaking up the joy of friendship, of reminiscence and happy days. 
Serenity, calm charm, twinkling light banter for all - but not entirely hiding his wistful eyes where 
shadows lurked. 
 
The unspoken thought well hidden - of course he would come through this wouldn’t he?  
We were just a little reassured seeing this true grit and selfless disregard for his own fragility.  
Family speeches, happy hugging amid huge love, courage, celebration and devotion - what a 
heart brim-filling joy it was - a touch of heaven. 
 
You Naval chaps have a nickname for everyone, Matthew supposed 
Like  “Sawbones” for Doctor, “Toothwright” for  Dentist 
Though clearly only the Captain walks on water 

He laughed 

What about the Vicar? 
In the Navy we call him the “Sky Pilot” 
He relished the irreverence:  “I must have just about completed my training.....” 

 
Matthew gave us a crystal clear lead, a template for service - his legacy an unwavering  
footprint for us to follow. 
 
And now our own “Sky Pilot”  has lift off 
just over the near horizon   
If anyone knows the course to steer, he does... 
                        Anthony Hallett 

Lovely arrangements of autumnal flowers, highlighted by Matthew 
and Bryony’s favourite sunflowers, surrounded us and an especially 
poignant focal point was Matthew’s bicycle which had been bedecked 
with flowers, as had the familiar wicker basket: his companion to so 
many services around the Hill. Watching over, from a viewpoint  
beside the high altar, was the colourful giraffe bought by many  
donations in aid of St Richard’s Hospice in Matthew’s memory, which 
is destined for Kempsey School. 
 
At the conclusion of the service, Matthew was escorted from the 
church by the seven wardens of the Bredon and Beckford Groups 
who then, with their staves, lined the path to the lychgate in final  
tribute. 
 
Afterwards many people travelled to Overbury Village Hall where a 
bring-and-share meal of enormous proportions had been organised to 
bring the day to an end with a social gathering of so many people 
whose lives have been enriched by Matthew’s efforts in bringing our 
villages together.  
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A Message from Bredon Hill Surgery - FLU VACCINATION! 
PLEASE come to the surgery for a flu jab if you are a health or care worker or any of the  
following apply to you: 

 Pregnant, diabetic, very overweight, 

 A long term condition of the lungs, heart, brain or nervous system, 

kidneys, liver, immune system or spleen 

 Over 65 

 
There will be a clinic on Tuesday 6th November from 1:00pm until 2:30pm 
 

Thank You from the Renshaws! 

 
Our thanks to all those from around Bredon Hill – and beyond! - who came to our final  
service on 16th September. It was a very special day for Charles and me and the choir really 
excelled themselves.  
As Matthew said, it was amazing that, in a small village church, we could have a full sung 
Latin mass. For what turned out to be Matthew’s last service too, it was jolly good one! Well 
done everyone.  
Thank you also for all the cards and good wishes we have received, 
and a special thank you to the parishes of Eckington, Defford &  
Besford for the very generous cheque. I was presented with a 
framed picture of the three churches  plus St. Faith’s, Overbury, 
which was a newly painted original by Christopher Hughes. 
The bellringers rang a quarter peal for me on Saturday 15th September and they gave me a 
framed certificate of their achievement, which I will always treasure. 
My thanks also to those who provided such an array of food in the Village Hall afterwards – 
even if I didn’t have time to eat any of it! 
      With every blessing for the future, 
              Susan & Charles 

Dear Friends, 
 
There are so many people we need to thank for making such a  
memorable success of our ‘farewell’ Evensong on 7th October at 
Elmley Castle. We thought the best way to convey our appreciation 
would be through the church magazines and pew sheets circulating 
around the Hill. 
It was good to meet lots of old friends and we are aware that a number of others were unable 
to come, but sent their good wishes. Mary is especially grateful for the beautiful bouquet she 
received, and we will both treasure all the cards. We have spent twenty eight hugely happy 
years at Elmley Castle and Clive will particularly miss ministering to congregations around the 
Hill. 
We have a small garden at our new home here in Bridgnorth which apart from a lawn, is bereft 
of plants. The very generous cheque we received from the Bredon Hill Group of Churches will 
be used to implement a planting scheme which will act as a constant reminder of our time 
amongst you all. 
   With our renewed thanks and very best wishes, 
                  Clive and Mary Parr   

Obituary for Matthew: 
You can read an obituary for Matthew in the Church Times:  
www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2018/12/obituary-the-revd-matthew-baynes 
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                        ANNUAL PARISH TEA  
 

The Annual Parish Tea was held on Tuesday 2nd October in Beckford 
village hall, which looked very attractive set out for tea. Twenty-five 
‘seniors’ attended from the churches in the Beckford  Parish and  
enjoyed a goodly spread of cake and sandwiches. A mixture of sweet 
and savoury seemed to suit all tastes.  
 
Canon Susan opened the occasion with prayers and Rev David Lewis and Rev Rick 
Tett kindly came to join us, and the afternoon ended with a small raffle of seasonal  
prizes and flowers.  
Many thanks are due to the ladies from each part of the parish who provided food, 
served it and did all the washing and tidying up. There is no particular age range for  
attendance at the tea, and it is a good chance to catch up with old friends, so do join us 
next year .         

                                         Judith Hunter, 01386 882087 

Tewkesbury Choral Society                          
Saturday 1st December at 7.30pm in Tewkesbury Abbey 

Tewkesbury Choral Society and the Regency Brass Ensemble  
directed by John Holloway 

 
John Rutter - Gloria   Chris Williams - Stabat Mater Speciosa 

Benjamin Britten - A Ceremony of Carols  
and instrumental works 

 Leonard Salzedo - Divertimento,   Gordon Jacob - Music for a Festival 
 

Tickets £15 from Society members, Tewkesbury Abbey Shop: 01684 856148,  
or on the door 

 Online at Ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s  or on our website www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk   
Accompanied school children free. 

   Beckford Nature Reserve 
 
Volunteers are needed to help once a month as part of work  
parties during the Autumn and winter months to help manage and 
maintain the Nature Reserve at Beckford.  
The tasks usually involve putting down wood chippings to keep the 
paths safe, clearing brambles to allow ground plants to grow and 

maintaining the boundary fences and hedges. Wear old clothes and gloves. In wet 
weather wellington boots are advisable.  
Further details will be posted on the BNR website: www.beckfordnature.org.uk. 
 
The next Beckford Nature Reserve Work Party dates are the following Saturdays 
from 9:00am until 11:00am: 
November 24th, December 15th, January 19th & February 16th  

They only take place in the winter to avoid disturbing the nesting birds. 
 
The meeting place is the Rupert Ellis Hide near the entrance to the reserve on Ashton 
Lane (Rabbit Lane) opposite Beckford Silk at 9 am. 
 

http://www.beckfordnature.org.uk
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News from Ashton under Hill 

St Barbara’s Church, Ashton 
 

Village Harvest festival at Ashton under Hill 
We were delighted to welcome Ashton First School for their 
celebration of harvest on Friday 5th October. It was possibly 
the first time in church for the Reception Class, and all joined 
in a jolly presentation of ‘The Little Red Hen and Friends’. The older classes had 
worked on different aspects of giving and food at harvest time which were both  
thoughtful and thought-provoking. On Sunday 7th October we welcomed nearly 50  
regulars, locals and friends, who came to our first ‘lay-led’ service. Harvest festival is a 
good time to begin these services, and the theme of “The Sower and the Seed “ was 
aptly used by Charles Archer for his talk. We were delighted to have active  
participation from the congregation, adults volunteering as keenly as the children.  
Our harvest goods along with the school gifts were donated to “Caring Hands in the 
Vale”. The collection was taken for “Practical Action”. This charity does exactly what 
the title suggests. Alastair Humphrey gave us a visual presentation of how they had  
introduced pumpkin growing on previously flooded sand and mud flats in Bangladesh, 
for locals to grow food and to sell the surplus. Safer collection of human waste, and 
smoke prevention are other valuable community projects initiated by the charity. £135 
was collected.   
 
Ashton's Village Worship on 18th November will be a lay-led service of hymns and, in 
place of a sermon, some readings which, after the Remembrance Day services of the 
previous week, aim to offer some reflections on the challenges that peace brought in 
the years after 1918.  
 
Saturday 24th November:                 CHRISTMAS FAIR 
                                              2:00pm until 4:00pm at Ashton Village Hall 

 
Please do think of us when sorting out your cupboards!  
The usual stalls will be there – cakes, preserves, quality crafts,  
second hand book stall, tombola, raffle and games, plus teas and 
mince pies. 
 In aid of St Richard’s Hospice and St Barbara’s Church.   

          Please come and support us.   
Donations of cakes and goods to sell are very welcome - items to Judith Hunter. 

 
Looking forward to the Christmas season, we shall be holding our 
Christingle service on Sunday 2nd December at 3:30pm. This is a 
special year for the Children’s Society - 50 years of Christingle - which 
they will be celebrating nationally with BBC’s  ‘Songs of Praise’ and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Do come and join in. 
The Posada will begin its journey at this service. The crib goes from 
house to house through the village and returns to the church on Christmas Eve.  

To get involved and for Messy Church please ring Judith on 882087. 

              Ashton under Hill 5k Run  
            Starts at 10:30am on Sunday 18th November 
 

      In aid of the new Playground Project and  
  Barney, a little boy who lives in Ashton and has a life limiting condition. 

 
        To enter and for more information see our Facebook : Ashton under hill 5k. 
>  
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - October Report 

Ashton under Hill invited the Evesham Vale group of WIs to join us for the October 
meeting as we felt our speaker would be of great interest, and indeed it proved to be a 
memorable evening. Royal florist Sarah Champier had come to present an illustrated 
talk on her work for  Prince Charles at Highgrove and his other royal residences. There 
were a few anxious moments at the beginning when the laptop connection in the hall 
didn’t function, and we were relieved when the system provided us with pictures after 
much juggling of leads. (Thanks to our local tech wizard Andy Cooke). It had been a 
great idea to offer a drink and snacks as a welcome as it put everyone in a cheerful 
mood  - sadly the photos remained in black and white with yellow as the only colour but 
it didn’t really matter. It was rather suitable when a shot of Prince Charles appeared 
bathed in golden light but we had to imagine the full spectrum of flowers for ourselves.  
Sarah rose to the occasion and had fascinating stories to tell of her work with the royal 
household. She has a varied background in Art and Design but a change of career took 
her later on to Pershore College to study floristry. A short first post in Cirencester led to 
a trial period at Highgrove where she must have impressed very quickly as she soon 
became one of the staff. Sarah was rather modest about this but she is very stylish and 
obviously fulfilled the role. As well as arranging flowers for the house and private  
dinners, Sarah was then asked to design and create the décor for large events in the 
Orchard Room. Prince Charles is known to love his garden and  
flowers at Highgrove so one imagines a boss who is interested but 
quite demanding at the same time. The most amazing were the 
themed events: the room dressed in silk Indian tents with feathers 
and all the glass, cutlery and crockery to match. When the  
household moves up to Balmoral or Sandringham for Christmas 
the theme is of course Scottish: specially woven tweed napery and 
a quite different effect. Sarah has also met several notable guests 
such as Shirley Bassey and Elton John in her time. The planning 
for these functions must have been incredible: designing the whole 
look, ordering flowers, co-ordinating all the items in use and making sure that everything 
looked perfect at the right time, sometimes at short notice and from a distance. Not to 
mention the flower arranger’s nightmare of a display suddenly collapsing! At the end of 
her talk Sarah demonstrated a hand-tied bouquet which she very kindly donated to the 
raffle.   

 
Our next meeting is on 6th November when the talk will be “An  
Auctioneer’s Lot “ with Nicholas Grainger. Our Christmas meal is on 
4th December .                                             

                                                             Judith Hunter 

Ashton Free Church presents… 

Ashton-under-Hill Village Hall,  
Saturday, November 17

th
 at 7:30pm 

Join us for an epic evening of poverty-fighting fun at the  
biggest multi-venue, nationwide quiz ever! 

Thousands of people will be simultaneously taking part 
in the same general knowledge quiz at hundreds of 

churches and venues across the UK 
 

Teams of four and tickets (£5 per person, including light refreshments) from              

Andrew Barnett on 881145, admin@ashtonchapel.org.uk                                                

or David Wood on 881402, wood.david83@gmail.com 

Proceeds to Tearfund, a Christian charity passionate about ending poverty.  

mailto:admin@ashtonchapel.org.uk
mailto:wood.david83@gmail.com
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November Services in The Chapelries 
 

  November 4th:    9:30am, Teddington - Holy Communion with David  

      November 11th:  10:30am, Teddington - Chapelries Remembrance Service 

with Roger Palmer. We do hope you’ll join us for this simple but moving service of  

remembrance for those who have fallen in war. 

  November 18th:  6:00pm, Alstone - Evening Prayer with Roger Palmer 

  November 25th:  10:00am, Alstone - United Parish Worship  with Roger Spiller 

News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries 

 
2018 Poppy Collections in the Chapelries - 25th October to 11th November  

 
During the above dates, volunteers will be making door to door collections in aid of the 
Royal British Legion in Teddington and Alstone, so please do give generously. 
 
Christmas Services 

 
This year the Chapelries Carol service is being held at Alstone 
church on December 16th at 5pm, and the Crib and 
Christingle will be at Teddington on Christmas Eve at 3:30pm.  

                                 Do put these dates in your diaries and 
come with your families to these well loved services. 

 
Carol Singing in Alstone 
We are hoping to sing carols around Alstone again this December. If you would like to 
join us then phone Anne Kyle on 01242 620351 with your availability so that we can 
choose the best date near Christmas for us all to sing. 

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL HARVEST SUPPER 
Forty of our Parishioners gathered at the Village Hall for a hearty harvest celebration 
on Saturday, 13th October. Caroline Marsh and Brian Foreman took the helm in  
organising the event which included a two course meal, two light-hearted quizzes and 
entertainment provided by Loretta Curr, Oli Gordon, William Thompson and Caroline 
herself. 
The feedback we had on the night was very complimentary, and many 
have requested details of Caroline’s chicken casserole recipe which was 
dished up with jacket potatoes and salad. Scrumptious apple pies were 
very kindly donated by the Chapelries ladies, and were served with hot 
custard or cream. Our two young entertainers, Oli and William provided 
guitar instrumentals and choral songs, and Loretta and Caroline both 
read poems.   

This was an experimental ‘hot dinner celebration’ which all 

agreed worked well and is something that could be repeated in 

the future. Thank you to all those who kindly donated their time, 

cooking and entertainment skills to help make this a fun  

evening for the community. Special thanks go to Caroline and Brian for their time in  

bringing everything together and finally to all those who joined us for a thoroughly  

enjoyable evening.   

Proceeds have been split equally between the Teddington Village Hall  

Committee Maintenance Fund and the Teddington and Alstone Churches. 

 

  Anne and Kieran would like to say a BIG thank you on  

    behalf of the  churches for the generous donation. 
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TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
Friday 23rd November 2:30pm – 4.30pm 

Entrance fee of £3.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & 
cake plus all participation activities for those wishing to 

take part. Family and friends most welcome. 
  

   For more information call Sue on 01242 620264, or 
Brian on 01242 620898 

                          Teddington Quiz Night 
 

 Saturday 24th November, 7:30pm in Teddington Village Hall 

 Teams of 4 

 Cost £7.50 per person to include a ploughman's bap. 

 
Bring your own drinks. Any donations of raffle prizes gratefully received on the night. 
For those new to this event, it is a fun evening in aid of charity.  
12 teams are the maximum; so book early to avoid disappointment. 
PLEASE ONLY CALL WHEN YOU HAVE A TEAM OF 4 
 

                 Anne & Phil Clark, 621167 after 6:00pm 

The next Teddington and Alstone Parish Council meeting will be held on  

Tuesday 20th November at 7.30pm in the village hall.  

This will also be a Finance meeting. As this will be the last meeting of the year, 

there will be festive refreshments served.  

Please join us. 

     Alstone Defibrillator Fund 
 
 Coffee Morning and Craft Sale in Teddington Village Hall  
  
  Saturday December 1st, 10.00am to 12.00 midday 
  
                 All welcome, just drop in on the day. 

  
A chance to have a cake, chat and do some Christmas shopping. 
  cards, jewellery, scarves, wooden handicrafts and much more. 

Donations of cake, raffle and bring & buy items  
welcome on the day. 

 
For more details or to offer to donate a cake or raffle prize prior to event 

contact Rachael 07811 045 055 or rachael.lathbury@gmail.com 
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News from Overbury 

Once again we started our month with a baptism when the family and friends of  
Everly Greta Aldridge joined with us in celebrating her baptism in our Harvest  
Festival service. It was a delight to welcome Everly’s parents, Gareth and  
Morwenna, with their smiling baby who seemed to enjoy every moment! Katy  
Morgan led the congregation in a service rejoicing in new life, and crops safely 
gathered in. The church looked beautiful with fresh produce interwoven amongst 
exquisite floral displays. The fruit and vegetables were donated to Abbeyfields  
Sheltered Housing in Cheltenham.  
 
The following weekend saw these decorations continue to play a celebratory role at 
the wedding of Tom Moore and Rhian Bryant. This very happy occasion took place 
on October 13

th
; the bride looked beautiful, and the lovely bridesmaids and  

immaculately-dressed pageboys made a perfect picture.  
 
On October 12th, friends from Beckford, Overbury, Conderton,  
Alstone and Teddington gathered at Whitcombe to bid farewell to 
Susan and Charles Renshaw as they leave the area to start  
retirement in Wales. Not only are we very grateful to Susan for all 
her hard work and care as our vicar, she has become a true friend 
who will be missed. Charles’ exceptional musical abilities have 
been valued and admired throughout the parish. We are very sad 
to say goodbye but wish them many years of happy retirement.   
 
Everyone in Overbury and Conderton has been deeply saddened by the tragic 
death of Stephen Phillips, a long-term resident of Overbury growing up with his  
father John (also deceased), mother Elsie, and his brother Martin. Always  
hard-working, Stephen ran a car-valeting service in the village, providing excellent 
care for his many customers’ vehicles. He worked in several local gardens and  
latterly was a familiar sight around the village with his wheelbarrow. His brother and 
mother are supported by a loving family and many local friends, and Stephen will be 
sadly missed.  
 
We join with the wider community too in mourning the sad loss of Matthew Baynes, 
deeply missed not only in his church role but as a humorous, treasured and loved 
friend to many.  
 
CANDLELIT CONCERT FOR WINTER   
On the evening of Saturday December 8th please do come back to 
Overbury after purchasing your bulbs in the morning and join us for a 
return visit by Excelsa Voces in St Faith’s Church at 7.30pm.  
Acclaimed vocal quintet Excelsa Voces present an evening of  
beautiful music from the 12th to the 21st century. Joined by pianist 
Chris Long & cellist Tom McMahon, Excelsa Voces create an  
immersive experience described by audience members as 'hypnotic', 
'ethereal', 'outstanding'  and 'exquisite'. See https://www.excelsavoces.com/
httpsconcert-dates for details and tickets. 
 

This event sold out last year and tickets are already selling so buy your ticket (£15) 
in good time!   
Available from Paula 0770 9953475, Overbury Estate Office and from 
www.excelsavoces.com  

Definitely not to be missed! 

https://www.excelsavoces.com/httpsconcert-dates
https://www.excelsavoces.com/httpsconcert-dates
http://www.excelsavoes.com
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OVERBURY FAMILY BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS 

 

Our annual Bonfire and Fireworks event will take place this year 
promptly at 6pm on Sunday 4th November in School Lane,  

Overbury, with refreshments served by the Friends of Overbury 

School. 

SAVE THE DATE! Overbury Christmas Bulb Sale 
 

This year’s perennially popular sale (the perfect solution for  
Christmas presents!) will take place in Overbury Village Hall 
on Saturday, 8th December from 10am until 12noon. 
 
Come and buy bulbs flowering at Christmas in baskets and 
pots as well as useful gifts and the popular raffle. 
 

Entrance £1: Refreshments 
All in aid of the Friends of St Faith’s Church 

A Farmers Overseas Action Group (FOAG) Charity Concert with the 

Cheltenham Symphony Orchestra  

1st December at Pershore Abbey at 7.30pm 

Programme: 

 Khachaturian Masquerade Suite 

 Mozart Violin Concerto No.4 

 Tchaikovsky Waltz from Eugene Onegin 

  Conductor: David Curtis 

  Leader: Caroline Broekman 

  Soloist: Hannah Brooke-Hughes (Glos Young Musician of the Year 2017) 

 

Tickets are £16 (including a free drink at the interval) for adults,  

£8 for students and free for under 16s 

 

Tickets are available from Blue, 19 Broad Street, Pershore, WR10 1BB   

or by phoning our Box Office on 01886 853295. 

 

FOAG is a Worcestershire based Charity that has been  

assisting in rural Uganda since 1981. 

The Barn Dance on 29th September in aid of Beckford Village Hall was 
a great success. Lots of people of all ages attended and had a splendid 
time. The caller was excellent and well supported by the band. Nick Clark 
ran the bar and in total over £300 was raised for hall funds.   
Many thanks to Anne Worrall & Andrea Saxby for organising the event and 
to Alex & Katherine for their work in the kitchen to provide hot pork rolls 
and fruit crumbles.                      
                                                                       Paul Worrall 



 

 
Page 14 

News From Beckford 

From the Beckford Registers 
Interment of Ashes 
6th Oct 2018   Sybil Wills (late of West Pennard, Glastonbury, Somerset)  Died 8th Feb 2018 
 
Services Sunday 2nd December 
Please note that due to staffing difficulties the usual first Sunday 8am BCP Holy Communion at 
Beckford has been cancelled. A Communion Service will be available at Teddington church at 
9.30am where the Patronal Festival is to be observed. Transport can be arranged if necessary. 
 
All Souls’ Service 4th November, Ashton under Hill 
As has been detailed on page 3, this year’s All Souls’ Service is to be held at St Barbara’s church, 
Ashton at 4pm on Sunday 4th November. In Beckford church there is a list (on the table by the 
font) to which may be added the names of those to be remembered at the service. Please ensure 
that all names are included no later than 1st November so that they can be added when the total 
list is collated prior to the service. Anybody needing transport to Ashton for that service should  
apply to David Carvill, churchwarden (tel: 01386 882002). 
 
Beckford Open Village Disbursements 
Following our very successful Open Village event in June, we invited applications 
from local organisations for funds to assist their work in the village. At the first 
Church Committee Meeting after the closing date, applications were discussed and 
decisions made. There were four applications and we were delighted to be able to 
assist each one in some measure. Accordingly the following sums were dispensed: 
Beckford Toddlers’ Group: a total of £500 was awarded, to be paid in two annual tranches – one 
immediately and a second at the same time next year. This will ensure survival of this group which 
is vital to the well-being and development of local youngsters and is a great asset to the parents 
and grandparents who care for them. 
Beckford Croquet Club: £200 was paid towards the cost of two sunshades for sheltering  
members on warm days. On the exposed grounds, the heat this year was taxing and the club is a 
popular facility offering much enjoyment to local residents, especially those who are retired. 
Beckford Nature Reserve: applied for funds to replace items damaged by vandalism. £175 was 
sent to pay for replacement throwlines (safety equipment) and for a new donation box. The  
Reserve is a greatly-valued local resource, affording much pleasure to villagers and many others 
throughout the changing seasons. 
Lynette Mantle: Nettie is well-known for her work with first aid at local events, her service in the 
church choir and especially for the time and energy she devotes to young people in the Girl Guides 
and other organisations. She had been selected as an adult leader to escort a Guides visit to  
Zambia, where they undertook a health-based project in Kitwe and took part in Girl Guide leader 
training. Nettie had requested some financial support for the trip and we were pleased to donate 
£150. A report on the trip is on the noticeboard in Beckford church. 
 
Beckford Concert: 6th October – English Church Music through the Ages 

Those who were not present will never appreciate the  
wonderful qualities of an evening which will live long in the 
memories of those fortunate enough to be in Beckford 
church last Saturday.  Under the direction of Mark Swinton, 
Assistant Director of Music and Organist at the Collegiate 
Church of St Mary, Warwick, ten singers of outstanding  
talent – from the choirs of the cathedrals of Worcester, 
Gloucester and Wells – performed the best of church music 
by celebrated English composers from Tudor times to the 

beginning of the 21st century. It was hauntingly beautiful in the softly-lit church where the ancient 
walls lent atmosphere. Whilst the singers were unaccompanied, four organ solos punctuated the 
programme and gave further depth to the evening. During the interval there was opportunity for  
social engagement and to enjoy wine and canapés. 
The concert was suggested – and sponsored – by Mr Arnold Wills of Somerset for which we are 
hugely grateful.  A connection between the Wills family and Beckford church has lasted over 40 
years, following a tragic accident in 1976 and this prompted Arnold’s idea to support us.  Arnold 
and Julie Wills were present, with three of their children, two of whom featured among the singers 
whose voices we so admired.  
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BECKFORD W.I. - October Report 
 
Our President, Yo Yates welcomed 25 members and 2 visitors to the Village Hall on Monday  
8th October. Since the last meeting 7 members had attended the fashion Show at Bredon  
Village Hall, organised by Kemerton WI.  Over £1000 had been raised for the James Hopkins 
Trust. The Book Club had met and discussed the book “Night over Water” by Ken Follett.  
Preparations are being made for the Group Carol Service to be held at Beckford Church in  
December. Items for the knitting project will be collected at the next meeting and taken to the 
neo-natal unit at Gloucester Royal Hospital. Members are looking forward to the visit to Bristol 
Aerospace Museum to see a Concorde plane and other exhibits showing the history of aviation.  

After the raffle was drawn and the birthday posies presented, Yo  
introduced our speaker for the evening, Mike Ledbury, who arrived 
dressed in his Morris outfit of white shirt and trousers and a bright red 
kerchief and black shoes. He gave us a brief biography and explained 
that he was from Redditch and belonged to the White Hart Morris Men. 
Before we had settled down to listen we found ourselves learning the 
basic steps while Mike played the melodeon. This involved stepping to 
the tune and then clapping and waving forming the figure and chorus. He 

showed us the white handkerchiefs that all Morris men carry and the knots that stop them from 
slipping from their fingers plus the two sticks that are used in the more advanced dances.  
Everyone associates bells with Morris men and Mike showed us the bell pads which are worn 
on the shins and which produce such a familiar sound. Each group of Morris men has a leader 
called the Squire and there is a Squire of the Ring who is responsible for visiting all the various 
Morris sides in the country to check that they are following the rules. Part of the costume of a 
Morris man is the pair of crossed baldricks which have rosettes front and back indicating the 
name of the Morris side and the location. Mike’s symbols included the needles which Redditch 
was famous for and the White Hart for the pub which gives its name to the side. His hat was 
highly decorated with souvenir paper flowers and badges. The  talk was interspersed with  
anecdotes about his time with the Morris men. He told us about the great camaraderie that  
exists and although his health does not allow him to dance any more he plays the melodeon 
and still enjoys the friendship of the White Hart Morris men. Yo thanked him for his lively talk 
and refreshments were then taken. 
The next meeting on Monday November 12th is our AGM which is for members only.  

Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary 

Matthew had much looked forward to the event – it embodying his most favourite type of music 
– and in St Richard’s he murmured “I’d so wanted to be there”. He was assured that he would 
indeed be a part of the evening no matter what, so it was especially poignant that Arnold,  
unaware of that, asked for the concert to be dedicated to Matthew. We were delighted that in 
acknowledgement of the tribute, Bryony joined us for the evening. 

 
Remembrance Sunday: 11th November 
In this year of the centenary of the end of the Great War, we are proud that it falls 
to the turn of Beckford church to host the Remembrance Sunday Commemoration. 
The service will begin at 10.45am sharp and the congregation is asked to be 
assembled in church in good time to allow for the observation of the two 
minutes’ silence at 11am after the initial stages of the commemoration which will 
include the reading of names from local memorials. 
 

Beckford Coffee Mornings 
The next in a long line of Beckford Coffee Mornings will take place in church 
on Friday 30th November from 10.30am to 12 noon. Do come and join the 
throng for a friendly and social gathering of folks from local villages, over a cup 
of coffee or tea and a delectable selection of home-made cakes. A bargain at 
a minimum donation of £2.50!  Proceeds this time will be in aid of the church. 
Note: Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Falling as it did on the day of Matthew’s death, the spreading news of which and the acute 
sense of loss, together with the resonance of the cause, resulted in the Macmillan Coffee 
Morning held on 28th September, raising the astonishing sum of £228.50 (£257.20 when Gift 
Aid is included).  
This is an all-time record for the event and a fitting tribute to our much-loved Vicar and friend. 
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        Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd  
 
Both the 2018 AGM and a normal monthly meeting were held on  
September 24th. At the AGM we considered the report from our treasurer 
Jonathan Grice on the financial statements for the year ended March 31th 
2018. The major financial development had been the expenditure on  
repairs to the roof, which had cost £23,107, with a net cost to BCVH Ltd of 
£16,675 following a welcome Parish Council grant of £6,432.  

The next stage of the hall refurbishment was going to be modification of the internal ceiling  
together with much improved lighting and insulation. Jonathan had advised that 'before  
undertaking the next stage of refurbishment I would recommend we have firm fundraising 
schemes in place so as not to dilute our funds too quickly to an unsustainable level'. Various 
ideas for future fundraising are now being 'brainstormed'. 
With Dan Hughes now in place as our chairman, we went through the formalities of accepting 
the resignation of Tony Berriman as both a director and chairman, and appointing Dan as a  
director. The directors are now Dan Hughes, Janna Gowthorpe, Karen Catton and Mark  
Sanger-Davies. The officers were elected as Dan Hughes (chairman), Graham Galer 
(secretary), Jonathan Grice (treasurer) and Andrea Saxby (booking clerk).  It remains to  
confirm the committee members representing the organisations who use the hall.  
We welcomed Angie Davies, who replaced Jennifer Berriman as the WI representative, and 
after the meeting we were pleased to learn that Harriet Forno will now begin to represent the 
Toddlers Group. So the committee members and representatives are now: 

 
Beckford Children's Play Area       Yo Yates 
Beckford Croquet Club         Anne Clark/Christopher Hague 
Beckford and District Gardening Club    Anne Clark 
Beckford Nature Reserve        Mark McCauley 
Beckford Parish Council        Anne Worrall 
Beckford Social Club/Company Director   Janna Gowthorpe 
Beckford Tennis Club         Jane Durant 
Beckford Toddler Group        Harriet Forno 
Company Director          Karen Catton 
Beckford WI             Angie Davies 
Grafton Village           Cynthia Spoors 
Little Beckford Village         Gill Kellett 
Hall redevelopment funding/Company Director Dan Hughes 
Royal British Legion          Ian Dickson 
St John the Baptist Church        Roger Palmer 
Simply Soup             Gill Kellett 
Tai Chi/Company Director        Mark Sanger-Davies 

 
At the routine meeting which followed we considered an estimate for sanding, sealing and  
polishing the hall floor, which badly needs doing. We are trying to dispose of the doctors' couch 
which still remains in the Ashbridge Room. At the moment it is impossible to access the couch 
due to impedimenta in the way: children's equipment, hall chairs, and display boards from the 
Neighbourhood Plan steering group. It was agreed to keep in mind the need to move the couch 
out of the room, and to do so when it proved possible. Advice and help welcome!                        

Overhanging branches from the large oak tree and also from the 
walnut tree at the entrance to the car park are a potential safety 
hazard. We have one quotation from a tree surgeon but intend to 
obtain another two, if possible. We are trying to reduce the need to 
handle cash and, if possible, cheques, when campers and  
caravanners use the fields, and are encouraging people to use 

BACS whenever it is feasible to do so.  
Finally, the Croquet Club had reported that horses had trampled on the croquet lawns, doing 
damage. The responsibility for this appeared to lie not with riders, but with animals escaping 
from adjoining fields. Investigations are in progress! 
 
              Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd  
              01386 882200: graham.galer@hotmail.co.uk 



 

 

P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

0  1386 854797 
  07752 613814 

c&g 
Kitchens and bathrooms 

 

 

A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service 

and commitment to perfection. 
 

With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting 

service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation, 

our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.  
 

We also offer the following services: 
 

 Extensions         Building Renovations        Building maintenance   

Painting and Decorating  Built-in Wardrobes   Karndean Flooring 

 Garage Conversions    UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories  
 

For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today: 
 

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855 

Gloucester: 01452 618934 / 0781 043 6314 
 

E-mail: info@cheltenham-builders.co.uk 

Website: www.candgkitch.co.uk 
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Tel: 01386 881550 
Mobile: 07967 383639 

 



 

 

 

HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 

Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK  
                                UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 

mailto:railsendnursery@gmail.com


 

 

Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT  
 

Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire  
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.  

 

Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.  
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom. 

 

Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand, 
France.  Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.  

Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking. 
 

For further details please look at the website: 
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Star Inn 
Ashton under Hill 

01386 881325 
 

 Delicious Homemade meals using local 

produce 
 
 

 Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or 

tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from 

the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we 

would love to see you. All occasions catered for. 

2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri  

Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST 
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL 

WR11 7SQ 
 

Comfortable en-suite accommodation set 
in a quiet location 

Breakfasts include our own  
free range eggs and honey.     

      
    JENNIFER CREESE 

Tel: 01386 881266  Mobile 07767205968 
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 9.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2018 subject to T and Cs.  

Beckford Stores 
 

Main Street, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
01386 881248 : info@beckford-stores.co.uk 

 

Your Local Store 
 

Post Office, Coffee Shop, Newsagent 
 

Beckford Country Flowers 

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com 

Amanda Bucher -  

Remedial Massage Therapist 

 Home Visits to treat muscular postural 

injuries, pregnancy massage and  

  lymphatic drainage. 

 Weleda-advisor for natural skin and 

body care. 

 Weleda skincare and organic facial 

treatments. 

 Hatha Yoga Teacher 

 One-to-one Yoga for better health,  

  flexibility and strength. 

  Bookings - Amanda Bucher   

Mobile 07876214919 

      amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk 

amandabucher.co.uk 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 

Page 4               The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.                  

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields 

 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
 

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes E Class Vehicles 

DOMESTIC 
HOME  

SUPPORT 
FRIENDLY &  

HELPFUL 
   SERVICE 

 General Help with  

 Everyday Tasks 

 Housekeeping/Cleaning 

 Shopping Trips 

 Doctor or Hospital  

 Appointments 

 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care 
Contact Jo for more  

information on 
0747 707 9516  

A complete Personal Taxation 
and Accountancy Service  

tailored to meet the individual  
needs of you and your business. 
 
For prompt, friendly advice and 

an initial free consultation  
contact: 

 
Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A. 
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway, 
Worcestershire WR12 7EU 

 
Tel/Fax: 01386 853653 

Email:  
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk 

mailto:amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk


 

 

G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  
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Thinking Holidays? 
 

Let CARRICK take care 
of it….. 

 
 
 

Carrick Travel is your local Independent 
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make 
you a coffee and have a chat about your  

future holiday plans.  
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham  
office have a huge range of exciting  

holidays on offer to suit all budgets and 
tastes.  

So if your next adventure is a seaside  
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city 

break then Carrick Travel is the perfect  
destination.  

 
Why not pop in or contact us now.  

 

CARRICK TRAVEL 
57-59 Port Street,  

Evesham, WR11 3LH 
Tel: 01386 41474 

Email: evesham@carricktravel.com  

mailto:evesham@carricktravel.com


 

 

Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  273118         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

  
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - NOVEMBER 2018 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Joss Muirie 07736 957310 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Contacts for       Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
St Barbara’s David Hunter   01386 882087      
Treasurer David Hunter   01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter    01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins   07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey   01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey     01386 881479  

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  
 

 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin         01242 620565 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 

Web Site 
 

www.bredonhillgroup.org 

Revd David Lewis                   Associate Priest 
01386 710394                        Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Ashton under Hill 
davidlewis648@btinternet.com  Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton 
 
Revd Rick Tett                      Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill  
01386 751152                      Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers        Roger Palmer          5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road     01386 881746 
 

Treasurer       Mike Sanger-Davies        01386 881910 
 
Parish Enquiries      Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                  amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net 
      Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon          01684 772237 
      Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall        01386 881349 
 

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Advertisement: 

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in November 
For this year, due to a reduced demand for the Worcester trip 
every fortnight, we now vary the destination on the fourth 
Friday each month. 

      2nd and 16th to Bishops Cleeve        

      9th to Worcester 

      23rd to Hop Pocket Plant Centre, Bishops Frome 

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.                    

 

 
 
 

 

1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                               6:00pm    

2nd  Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                 12:30pm 

4th  All Soul’s Service, Ashton                                                                                            4:00pm 

   Overbury Family Bonfire and Fireworks - see page 13 for details 

6th  Ashton W.I. ‘An Auctioneer's Lot’, Ashton Village Hall                                       7:30pm      

10th  Overbury Race Night, Village Hall                     7:30pm 

12th  Beckford W.I. AGM Beckford V.H.                                                                            7:30pm 

13th  Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall               12:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for December 

17th  Ashton  Free Church’s  Big Quiz Night - see page 9 for details 

18th  Ashton 5k Run - see page 8 for details 

20th  Teddington & Alstone Parish Council, Teddington Village Hall                           7:30pm 

21st  Beckford Gardening Club ‘Winter Scent’, Beckford V.H.                                      7:30pm 

23rd  Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Hop Pocket Plant Centre, Bishops Frome 

   Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club, Teddington V.H.                   2:30pm 

24th  Ashton Christmas Fair, Village Hall                         2:00pm - 4:00pm 

   Teddington Quiz Night, Village Hall                                                                         7:30pm 

25th  United Parish Worship at Alstone                                                                          10:00am 
30th  Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel          10:30am 


