Christmas 2018
Keep in touch with village life at www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk and on www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil

The First School, together with Charles Archer, undertook a project called ‘Ashton Remembers’, in preparation for the
th
centenary of Armistice Day, 11 November 1918.
They researched information about residents of Ashton at that time. They put together some placards about those
residents who died during WW1. The placards are located with their photographs, where possible, outside the houses
where they once lived. If you go into St Barbara's Church, you can also see a special display board with map, names and
some photographs of those who served in WW1. Please also visit the website, details on back.

Details of the Beacon of light on P2

AA lliittttllee SSuunnddaayy rruunn…
…

Christmas Carol singing
We are hoping to organise a group to carol sing around the
village before Christmas this year. The suggestion is to go on the
evening of Thursday 13th December from 6 – 7.30 pm, but only if
there are enough people who would like to join in. Everyone is
welcome but we do ask that children are accompanied by their
own parent or grandparent. If you would like to be part of this
then please could you let either Charles Archer (881362) or Ali
Stephenson (882052) know by Friday 7th December, so that we
can confirm more detailed plans beforehand.

The inaugural Ashton 5k Run took place on
Sunday 18th November. Around 200 local
people, from children to grandparents and
including a few speedy canines, took part to
help raise funds both for local boy Barney and
the village Playground Project. Lots of villagers
turned out in support and possibly to sample
the amazing selection of cakes on offer in the
‘Race Café’! The sun shone and judging from
the smiles on the runners’ faces (even at the
end of the race!) everyone seemed enjoy this
latest event to be added to Ashton’s packed
social calendar. See P15 for more details.

See P6 for
more
details

AAsshhttoonn uunnddeerr HHiillll SSooaappbbooxx RRaacceess aarree bbaacckk!!!
TThhiiss NNeew
w YYeeaarr’’ss DDaayy 22001199!! M
Moorree iinnffoo oonn pp66
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On Armistice Day, 11th November 2018, our village held a Beacon of Light Commemoration on
Bredon Hill. Along with approximately 200 other beacons nationwide, this was to mark the

centenary of the end of WW1, those who fought, those who were lost, and also the army of men
and women on the home front who underpinned the war effort.
On a beautiful starry but mild night, about 200 villagers made their way up the hill on foot or by

tractor trailer. The atmosphere was sad for some, nostalgic for others, but above all there was a
real sense of neighbourhood and friendship. People, peering into the darkness, recognised

each other and started talking about the day’s events. Hot drinks and mince pies were served.

By torchlight, young and old pored over a table displaying pictures of WW1 soldiers compiled for
the First School’s project, ‘Ashton Remembers’.
Charles Archer read a moving

The beacon, an impressive height,

letter home from a soldier on

was lit and the breeze sent embers

of the 50 village men who

sky. Families and friends gathered in

lost their lives. The poignant

Evesham; maybe also marking the

through the dark as The Last

another beacon on the hill above

the Front, followed by the list

and sparks sailing up into the starlit

fought in the WW1, 14 of whom

the glow whilst fireworks blazed over

sound of the bugle cut

event. We thought we could see

Post was played.

Broadway.

It was a moving way to pay tribute and we are grateful to Sarah Hewitt for organising it, Jamie &
Liz Smith for the use of the field and for their help with transport, Charles Archer for the

readings and Thomas Stephenson for playing the Last Post. Thanks also to anyone else who

helped with building the beacon, with refreshments and any other tasks in the week leading up
to the event. The Editor

‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
we will remember them.’

Editor’s note: You can find a gallery of beautiful pictures taken on the night by Andy Cooke on the village website.
www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk or www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil. Sadly, we are unable to
include them here because of the limitations of black and white printing and night photography.
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ASHTON UNDER HILL FIRST SCHOOL NEWS

This term we have been finding out what it was like in Ashton in 1918 and we linked this with the
commemoration of the end of World War 1. Acorn and Hawthorn classes looked at what life was like for
children, and for one day we turned the clock back and the children (and staff) came dressed in 1918 clothes.
The classroom had been changed so that they
were all taught together, sitting on benches,
as they would have been in 1918. Mr Archer
came to visit the class in his role as School
Governor to test the children on their learning.
In the afternoon they entertained many
‘Grandfolk’ with songs and recitations. Oak
Class investigated soldiers from Ashton who
lost their lives, and found out where they lived.
With the help of Mr Archer they created
boards to tell their stories, which have been
put outside the houses in which they lived.
This all made the names we hear each year
become real people and our Remembrance Assembly was even more poignant this year.

Ashton First School on the BBC
In September Ashton School was featured in Inside
Out West, explaining how, as part of our Plastic is
NOT fantastic campaign last year, we changed from
using plastic to glass milk bottles. Two pupils and Mrs
Shiels were interviewed for the program last July; it was
really exciting to see the school on the television (even
if they said we were in Tewkesbury!).
In October the PFA put on a fundraising event at Elms
Farm, with a Greatest Showman theme. It was a
wonderfully colourful evening and it raised over £2000,
which will be split between the school and Alzheimer’s
Society. This year the school is raising money to
replace and refurbish its playground equipment and so
this will give the funds a great boast. Thank you to
Becki Quilter who organised the event.
In our Eco Morning this term the whole school worked in their house groups to create pages for a book based
on the Lost Words by Robert Macfarlane and Jackie Morris. The book highlights the names of wildlife that
many children today do not know. We chose things that we see at Forest School such as bluebells, horsetails
and pheasants and every child made something for the book. We were also fortunate that Mrs Stephenson’s
mother in law wrote a song for us all about how beautiful Ashton is and how lucky we are to have such varied
wildlife around us. Alison Peacey (Head teacher)

ASHTON FIRST SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAIR FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER 3pm
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Ashton WI has
enjoyed a busy
summer with
very interesting
speakers,
outings, craft
workshops and book club. Our ongoing campaign to try
and reduce the amount of single use plastics in our every
day lives is proving a challenge, but we are trying hard.
Without the help of our supermarkets and retail outlets,
who need to change their packaging into more
biodegradable materials, it is extremely difficult, as we
have come to rely so much on plastic in so many ways.

September
Caro Day, a lively lady from the Everyman Theatre gave
us a very informative talk on the history of the theatre,
using slides, old sketches and photographs of Cheltenham
dating back to 1611 where evidence of a play at the
Crown Inn was performed. This was just before
th
Cheltenham became a Spa Town in the 18 c and
theatrical entertainments were staged in various venues.
Caro then encouraged various members to perform a
scene from ‘Lady Clancarty’. This involved dramatic
fighting scenes with aggression and sword fighting! Well
done Jane, Marjy, Marion, Christine, Gail and Gill.

Five members attended a hand tied bouquet making class
at Shelsley Beauchamp and we had a very profitable
tombola at Ashton’s Fete raising £272 for the village.

competitions themed ‘glamour and glitz’. Joan Richmond
received ‘highly commended’ for her floral bouquet (right)
and Henrietta Cook for a photograph titled ‘Best Foot
Forward’. Well done ladies.
One of the main speakers was Erin Boag, formerly of
BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing. Erin was a regular partner
of Anton du Beke, and gave us a lively and amusing talk
about life in dance, persuading us (or most of us) onto our
feet for a quick lesson in salsa!

November
We welcomed Nicholas Grainger from British Bespoke
Auctions based at Winchcombe. Immaculately dressed in
a handmade suit, Nicholas charmed us all in no time at all
with tales of his first career in Savile Row tailoring. He
eventually went into the auctioneering business. We learnt
how Internet bidding has changed the speed and nature of
buying, often leading to tremendous prices paid. It has,
however, given
small and large
businesses a level
playing field.
Nicolas’ best ‘find’
was waistcoat
pins, which turned
out to be Faberge.
They were in a
jewellery box
belonging to a
widow. She had
no idea there was
anything of value
in it. Nicholas
deals primarily
with jewellery and
smaller items of
value rather than
antique furniture.
At the time of writing, the December meeting will be the
Christmas dinner, which will again be at The
Childswickham Arms. We have planned a visit to the
Evesham Arts Centre to see ‘The Nutcracker’. We will
report on these events in the next edition! Jen Creese

October
The October meeting was a great success. Sarah
Champier was our speaker. Sarah was for a time Royal
florist for Prince Charles. As well as arranging flowers for
the house and private dinners, she was asked to design
and create decor for large events in the Orchard Room.
The most amazing were the themed events: the room
dressed in silk Indian tents and feathers with glass, cutlery
and crockery to match. When the household moved to
Balmoral or Sandringham for Christmas the theme, of
course, was Scottish with woven tweed etc.
Further events in October included a walk to Conderton
where we enjoyed autumn colours with a visit to
Conderton Manor Gardens, followed by lunch at the
Crown at Kemerton.
We attended Worcestershire Federation Annual Council
Meeting celebrating 100 years of WI at the Three Counties
Showground. We entered several classes in the Craft
Next year Jane Wilson has organised an interesting programme of speakers, which we are looking forward to. We do
hope many more Ashton ladies (husbands are welcome also); will join us at some of our meetings. We do need some
new faces and new ideas to keep this wonderful organisation healthy and ongoing. Enquiries- President: Marjy Facer
882171 and Judith Hunter: 882087
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Ashton under Hill Playgroup is Ofsted registered for
two to five years (with childcare funding available
for all three and four year olds).
If you are interested in a space for your child,
please contact Ashton under Hill Playgroup on
882289, Ruth on 882014 or Mirka on 882105 to get
an admission form.
Spaces will be allocated on a first come, first served
basis.
Ruth Barnett
Ashton under Hill Playgroup

Green Room
(Adjacent to the Vilage Hall)
Elmley Rd
Ashton under Hill
Tel: 01386 882289
Email:
auhplaygroup.admissions@gmail.com

The nursery is now closed for the winter and will
open again at the end of March 2018.
We will still be selling our free range eggs during the
winter.
Contact us: Tel 07970718890 or 01386881884
Email: railsendnursery@gmail.com.

Jackie and Andrew Locke

Good news! We have enough residents signed
up to SmartWater to qualify for free street
signage! At time of writing we are awaiting
arrival of the signs. These will be displayed
at the three entrances to the village and
other locations to be decided. Don’t forget
to register your pack and start applying your
SmartWater to your valuable items.

Term Time on:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday
9 am - 12 noon
£10.50
12 noon - 3 pm
£10.50
9 am - 3 pm
£21.00

School Holiday Club, After School Club
& Private Tutoring
Quiz buffs packed out Ashton Village Hall on the evening of
Saturday, November 17, for the first-ever Big Quiz Night, a
national event organised by Christian charity Tearfund.
Hundreds of churches and venues up and down the country
simultaneously took part in the UK's biggest ever multi-venue
quiz and Ashton Free Church was among those to host an
event.
Eighteen teams and 73 quizzers took part in the Ashton edition
of the event, compered by David Wood, with questions
appearing via video on the big screen, thanks to Andrew
Barnett.
The general consensus was that it was a pretty tough quiz with
some challenging questions among the six rounds, but the
evening ended with four teams in close contention.
First prize went to 'Ably Assisted Sisters' (56 points) consisting
of Joy Barnett, Sally Lockwood, Gary Lockwood and Margaret
Satchell, while second place went to 'Maddy's Marauders' (55
points) and third equal were 'The Likely Ladies' and 'Not Sure
Yet' (54 points).
A separate round of questions all about Ashton was won by
'Chas & Dave and Rabbit Rabbit'.
A good time was had by all and £320 was raised for Tearfund.
David Wood

Please visit
https://www.littlebiglearners.com
for more information about us. We also
have an online booking system for all out of
school clubs. Alternatively, call us on
07725 909808. Graham Begley
VILLAGE MAILING LIST
If you would like to look at the village facebook page but don’t have
an account; you can still view posts, but unfortunately you won’t be
able to download or open any documents, posters or pictures. The
answer might be to join the village mailing list. We promise you will
not be bombarded with emails! Your email address will not be
shared with anyone else, either locally or with any external
agencies, companies etc. It is stored in a confidential Parish Council
electronic folder. If you would like to be on the mailing list, please
contact us at ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com. Alternatively, if
you would just like to be sent information on an ad hoc basis, just let
us know at the same address. Karen Rowley (Comms Cllr)
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www.webbees.co.uk
Tel 01386 45473
Cont from front page. After 15 years of loyal service, the current village website has retired and in its place is a brand new site. The
original site was set up in 2003 and up to now has been run by a loyal team of volunteers. These website pioneers are Malcolm Nelson,
John Scotland, Dave Harvey, former resident Julian Alington, and sadly missed friend and neighbour, the late Russ Cook.
Ashton was very forward thinking in having a website all those years ago and it has been a very reliable site in terms of performance
and also content. However, she was a very old lady in website terms and just uploading content was much more time consuming and
fiddly than on modern sites. Her new younger sister can show weather and traffic reports and link to facebook and other social media.
There is an events calendar for your use and many other features that the old site couldn’t manage. The site is not completely finished;
as you can imagine, there is a LOT of information in Ashton; we are a very busy village! We hope you will bear with us as we gradually
launch new pages and features. There may be teething troubles too. Please don’t worry if you can’t see old content, everything from the
former site has been saved!
The site has been created using a grant from the National Association of Local Councils (NALC). The grant, called a Transparency Grant,
is to encourage all local councils to be fully transparent and open with their administrative and financial documents. As long as we
comply with this, we are free to treat the site as a village ‘hub’ of general information.
Our main goal in creating the new site, other than to comply with the terms above, is to achieve a greater ‘footfall’ or users so that
communications improve in the village. We are aware that many people do not use facebook, which is where much of the up to date
information currently goes. The new site will have a news and updates section to keep up with facebook. We welcome feedback, please
either use the form on the site or contact Karen at ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com. The website address has not changed:
www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk
Finally, a very BIG thank you to our website pioneers and especially to Malcolm who has spent many many hours over the years
writing, editing and uploading content and pictures onto the site. Thank you also to Evesham website developers and First School
parents Ronald & Nijan of Webbees (see below) who helped us create the new site. The Parish Council

A
Asshhttoonn uunnddeerr H
Hiillll SSooaappbbooxx R
Raacceess 22001199
The Ashton kart racing revival!
The Race will begin at approximately 10am on 1st January 2019. Practice from 8am.
£20 per competitor 16 years and over on
Course Details
1st January 2019.
The course will be along Elmley Road.
There will be three categories of team –
The start line will be located between the
under 16 years, 16 years & over and mixed.
turnings for Hillside and Cotton’s Lane.
The winner of each category will be the
The finish line will be at the Star Inn.
quickest kart over two timed runs of the
There will be a push zone at the start of
course.
the course - a penalty of 10 seconds is
There will also be a Best Fancy Dress competition
incurred if those assisting the start do not
and Best Built Kart award. Other awards may be
adhere to this zone.
given, depending on entries and will be
The course is quite steep; competitors can
expect to reach 20-30 mph.
communicated before race day.
Karts will have one practice run each (will
How to enter
not count in the timed competition.).
You can enter online here:
During the race, each kart will be required
www.racespace.com/david-taylor-3/ashtonto complete two runs; the average of the
soapbox-races
two runs is the result.
Contact:
matt.cyphus@canaccord.com
Entry Details
07968 187820
Up to four persons are allowed per team.
Entry fees will be £10 per competitor
under 16 years on 1st January 2019 and
Contact: matt.cyphus@canaccord.com
07968 187820
All proceeds to The Playground Project
Thank you from the ASC team

Ashton News 7

Thank you to everyone who braved the wind and
was optimistic about the afternoon weather and
came along to the Fete on Saturday. From what
we can see a good time was had by all! Over 320
adults paid £1 to come in, bringing at least as
many children with them for free. We all had the
excitement of the Fete being opened by local
celebrity, Barney Gardiner.
We had of course
put in place a
contingency plan
for bad weather, so
gazebos were the
order of the day,
from Jane and
Sarah’s Pimms tent
to Tombola and
Bric a Brac in the
old village marquee
and of course the
café.
The new
attractions
that were
necessarily
outside,
such as the
Climbing
and Velcro
Walls
seemed to
prove popular along with the ever fun Bouncy
Castle and Slide. They were flanked by the more
traditional attractions of Welly Wanging, Golf and
Skittles.
Music was provided by Tewkesbury Town Band
and Cleeve Harmony, whilst Fran Kirke ran a
tight ship in the Arena with running races, tug of
war and egg throwing. After its huge success in

2016, the Dog Show was back this year with
canine contestants competing for ‘dog with the
waggiest tail’
and ‘best trick’,
amongst others.
Too soon it was
all over. We had
a new ‘Brain of
Ashton’; Karl
Brown best
guessed the
weight of the
sheep, Tom
Archer had thrown his welly half way to
Winchcombe and at the prize giving Simon Hague
was once again crowned ‘King of the Produce
Show’.
In the evening, Dampier’s Round played for us at
the Barn Dance and everyone finished off a great
day in a mellow way.
Thank you again to everyone that came and
supported the event. I would like to send a
special thank you to all you volunteers that
helped make Ashton Fete and Produce Show
2018 happen so successfully; setting up
marquees, manning games and attractions,
serving teas and cakes and organising the
Produce Show. Thanks also to our excellent MCs.
Thank you
again everyone
for making this
year’s event
such a success.
Here’s to the
Fete & Produce
Show 2020.
Let’s get
planning now!
Andy Cooke, Fete Committee Chair

Stop Press!! The annual Village Christmas Fair took an amazing £1000 on Sat 25th November! £550 will
go to St Richard’s Hospice with remainder to St Barbara’s and St Richard’s. Thanks from the team to
all helpers, volunteers and visitors.
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Noble Jacks

Date: Saturday 26th January 2019
Venue: Ashton Village Hall
Start Time: 19:30
The show is suitable for everyone age 7+ years.
'Crackerjack live shows... undeniably catchy' Roots
Magazine
'Upbeat live set... combines the catchy hooks of folk
bands such as the Levellers with the foot stomping and
fiddle shuffling of artists such as Seth Lakeman, along
with earthy, warm and ambient vibes of The Eagles / Mumford and Sons.' Brighton Argus
Noble Jacks are a rip-roaring Country-Folk band with roof raising energy. This is the kind of brilliantly catchy
alt-country music (with a folk-rock undertow) that begs to be experienced live. It bursts forward with a
stream of restless and rallying energy; their big anthemic songs are affirming stuff, their melodies made to
bang your foot on the ground to. And central to their sound is the soaring and infectious fiddle charge,
faultless lead vocals, roaring and rocky guitar and blues wailing harmonica. A hugely enjoyable and
delightfully rough soundscape. Just the kind of tonic we need to banish the winter blues. Bring your family
and friends for an invigorating and uplifting evening.
Bring your own drinks, nibbles will be provided.
Tickets are £10 and can be obtained from Geraldine on 881416.

Ashton Footpath Team
The ‘chaingang’ has been busy as usual this year and the weather has been kind
to us! The team always seek landowner’s permission before carrying out work
and are grateful for allowing us access where necessary. Here are some of our
tasks…
•
•
•
•
•

Mr Clutterbuck’s field: Cleared overgrown gorse path
Wychavon Way, near former Ashtons: Footpath cleared and repairs
made to bridge
Footpath to Kersoe, on edge of our footpath boundary: New steps and
repairs to bridge over stream
Area behind Station House: Section of footpath cleared
Area up Cotton’s Lane on left: Re-cut paths.

The team is expanding! The current line up: Frank Moore, John Kenrick, Leo
Enright, Paul Rowley, Justin Harber, Simon Sellick, David Hunter, Martin
Everett, Tony Whitehouse, Rob Smith, Ian Michael, Richard Close and Kim
Taylor. This year we have welcomed new members David Worley and Julian
Brown. For more information on joining our friendly team, please contact John
Kenrick on 01386 881431 or 07767 464826. If you know of any footpaths that need clearing, please email the
team at ashton.path.wardens@gmail.com. Leo Enright
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A tough row to hoe!
Following one of the most successful Open Gardens
weekends, we lost two of the key stalwarts of the
organising committee.
Alex Dodge stepped down from the role of secretary
earlier in the summer and more recently John
Kenrick from the role of Chairman. At this point we must offer our heartfelt thanks to them both for
their help and unfailing commitment to AOG.
For 2019, Jim Teague has agreed to take on the role of Ashton Open Gardens Chairman, and
together with the committee will be aiming to make the 2019 weekend a great success too.
The event is not possible without the garden owners who open their gardens and the hard work and
great help from all the willing volunteers from the village. No doubt Jim and the team will be making
contact with all those who usually help or open their garden, and others who may wish to help for the
first time next year. Contact Jim on 07585 893323 or jimteague@hotmail.com.
AOG Team

Everything in his garden is rosy….
John Kenrick recently stood down
as Chair of the Ashton Open
Gardens (AOG) committee after
around three years in the post. That
doesn’t sound very long until you find
out that John has been involved with
AOG, both on the committee and in
various different roles, for fifteen
years!
Probably his most recognised role
was Master Sign Designer and
Maker, which he took over from
Jeremy King. John in his ‘landy’,
laden with various signs, posts and
mallets, has been a common sight in
the village during the days leading
up to an AOG weekend!
It was during John’s time on the
committee that it was decided to
introduce the pre AOG welcome
party where gardeners and
volunteers have the chance to
meet up, have a drink and chat
about

all things horticultural and AOG
related. It has been a very popular
event ever since.
John also was involved with
introduction of the Front Garden
scheme. This has been a great
innovation, allowing residents who
don’t feel able to open their back
gardens, to present their front gardens
for visitors to stop and admire as they
pass by.
John still usually managed to open his
own pretty terraced garden despite his
heavy workload (although
understandably usually with a deputy
gardener holding the fort!). John is still
overseeing the Footpath Team and
will be back overseeing his flowerbeds
next AOG and doubtless still
transporting signs around the village!
Thank you to John for all his hard
work. Editor

Ashton under Hill Open Gardens 8th & 9th June 2019
Keep the date!
You can still see 2018’s photographic competition results by visiting www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk
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Ashton's cricketers gathered at the Star Inn on Saturday 3rd November to celebrate the highs and lows of
the season just gone at the Annual Dinner and Awards Evening.

Champions!
The greatest cause for celebration was the 2nd team who were crowned champions of Division Six of the
Cotswold Hills League following an outstanding season. After a mixed season in Division One, the 1st team
managed to avoid relegation, despite the loss of a number of key players during the season.

More players needed
Club chairman Tony Lewis said the club was in a healthy financial state, thanks in part to
good bar takings, which has allowed the club to invest in better facilities.
He added: "The biggest thing we've got to address is recruitment. We need to
encourage more local lads to play."
Tony also praised groundsmen Richard Keen and Robbie Hawker for their sterling
work on the ground and producing consistently good cricket wickets.

Will bags 1st XI Player award again!
All-rounder Will Archer was once again awarded the trophy for 1st team player of the
year, having scored nearly 350 league runs and taken 26 wickets.
Second XI skipper Shaun Whalen Smith mentioned a number of players who had shone
this season, including Dan Garland, Aamir Ali and Dave Hunting, who all hit centuries, along
with newcomer Tom Miles, who has proved a major asset to the club.

Annual
Awards Dinner

Awards Bonanza!
Shaun received the trophy for 2nd XI player of the season for his all-round performances while Tom Miles won
the Sunday player of the year award.
Dan Garland won the trophy for most league runs while Will Archer won the award for most league wickets.
Mitch Berry won the trophy for best junior player in adult cricket for the second year running.
The Captains' Cup was awarded to Aamir Ali, who travelled two-and-a-half hours to each game while the
Chairman's Cup went to Ben Worth.

Tony Lewis awarded Club Person of the Year
Tony Lewis, who is stepping down as chairman, was a popular winner of the Club Person of the Year award,
having put in a tremendous amount of work during his two years at the helm.

Girls are up and coming players
It's also worth noting that cricket at Ashton is now far from being a men-only affair. A good number of talented
junior girls are enjoying playing the game and progressing through the ranks and three of them - Kendra Parsons,
Connie Archer and Fleur Archer - have been selected for winter training at county level. David Wood
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Ashton 88 Sponsorship
Success
After reforming in 2015, Ashton 88 FC has
grown from strength to strength. 2015 saw the
senior team re-form and included the ‘88’ in
their name to re-ignite the history of the club;
recognising the importance of the clubs
original creation in 1988.

We feel extremely proud and privileged to
have secured a massive amount of support this
season. The senior team, have received
funding from The Star Inn in Ashton-underHill and Bredon Hill Flooring to ensure the
purchase of a new home kit for the new season
was possible.
The Junior sections have also been extremely
fortunate in securing a wide range of support
locally. Eurofresh Ltd was extremely

This season sees the club develop a healthy
junior section, boasting two Under 8 teams, an
Under 9 team, Under 10 team and Under 11.
All teams compete in the Evesham
Ambassador Saturday League. The club also
have an Under 6 and an Under 7 team training
to enter in future league competitions.

In 2017 the club was awarded FA Charter
Standard accreditation. Running a local club
depends on support from the local community
to ensure we can continue to provide a quality
service to the players attached to the club.

influential in securing club wide funding for a
new alternative kit for the children (pictured
below). To supplement this kind level of
sponsorship, Karndean Flooring, Proweld
Evesham and Woodward also invested
generously to support the cause. NFU Mutual
and The Evesham Ambassador Saturday
League have also granted the club funding
through Grant Schemes this year. This has
supported the purchase of important
equipment to ensure the club can provide
quality training sessions and ensure we can
continue to develop the footballing ability of
all the children at the club. Graham Begley

Don’t forget you can catch up on all the latest news on the village facebook page
here: www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil
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took part in our local triathlon, the Beckford
Trimageddon. Andy will be taking part in an Iron
Man event next year to mark his

LEJOG for Parkinsons
To the uninitiated this is the Lands End to John
O’ Groats road cycle event. Whilst most of us, were
we to consider undertaking this gruelling nine day,
100 plus miles daily event, would probably book into
a cosy b&b every night; Kathryn spent each
exhausted night in a tiny tent in all weathers. So why
did she do this? Kathryn explains.
“My Mum has early onset Parkinson's and has had it
for 26 years now. My uncle was diagnosed 5 years
ago too. I've seen firsthand how difficult it is for both
the sufferer, their partner and their family.
Parkinson's is a progressive neurological condition,
whose symptoms affect sufferer's speech and motor
skills as well as a myriad of other complications. And
it gets worse over time”.
Kathryn decided to raise funds for Parkinson’s UK.
And boy did she, doubling her initial target of £2,500
to raise over £5,000!
Monster Run
Intrepid couple Tracey and Andy Shipton recently
completed the Ely Monster Ultra. They ran from Ely
to Cambridge then
back again across
the fenlands and
canal paths, a
distance of
42mi/68km, in
just over 7 hours!
They have
completed two
other marathons
this year and Andy

Cross country jaunt
Janette and Karen decided to cycle the Coast 2
Coast. As confirmed mountain bikers (plus they
don’t have road
bikes!) they
decided that it
was perfectly
feasible to do
this on their
mtbs. They
completed the
147mi ride in
three days,
enjoying
amazing scenery
from their
starting point in
Whitehaven,
Cumbria, across
the top of the
Lakes, then the North Pennines. They continued into
Gateshead, crossed the Tyne into Newcastle and
finished at Tynemouth and the North Sea. The hills
were tough but they trained on the steepest
Cotswolds they could
find, which helped!
The pair also took
part in a 100km Road
Sportive to
Cirencester. Seems
you can do anything
on a mountain bike!
Running for Barney
Mike Harrison
recently completed
his first marathon in
Amsterdam, despite
being, as he says,
‘no spring chicken’!
Mike could be seen pounding the lanes round the hill
for many months leading up to the Big Day. Mike
and son Matt raised more over £1,200 for our local
boy Barney. Mike said afterwards that Barney and
his family ‘provided me with the inspiration needed
to carry on to the end’
If you have a sporting event to share with the
village, either to raise funds for a worthwhile
cause, for a personal challenge or to mark an
event in your life, please contact the Editor,
details on the front page.
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Parish Council Report November 2018
I do hope that you enjoyed the Beacon of Light commemoration on the hill, what a truly special evening! Thank you to Jamie
and Liz Smith for the use of the land, refreshments and the bonfire; Charles & Lesley Archer for refreshments and readings; Ali
Stephenson for the fantastic display from Ashton Remembers; The Savage family for supporting refreshments and helping with
logistics; and Tom Stephenson for the evocative Last Post and musical accompaniments, plus all the others who helped and
supported the event.
As always, your Parish Council have been working hard to maintain and improve many aspects of our village.
Highways
• We have had agreement from Highways to make some changes at the entrance to Long Carrant Park to make this safer. The
entrance will be widened, and a pedestrian refuge will be put in the centre of A46 for residents crossing to the garage shop. In
addition road signs will be put both ways on the A46 to warn of the concealed entrance to the Park.
• We have requested updating of some of the street signs in the village that are looking tired e.g. Baker’s Lane & Elmley Road.
• We have secured ‘Residents Only’ parking signs for Willow Close.
• We have agreement that Highways will review the drainage in front of the Chapel. This has been an issue since the parking
was put in place! This currently may take a few years but we are trying to raise the priority. We have also reported the poor
state of repair of the pavement between Wood Lane and the end of the village, opposite Cornfield Way.
• We are getting winter ready - all drains have been cleared, and the issues with missed grit bins and duplicate numbering
should be resolved soon, we hope! We had agreement for an additional grit bin from Wychavon for Cornfield Way, which we
have chased.
Planning
• Willow Cottage site development has finally started in line with the planning application.
• Planning Enforcement is reviewing the Mobile Home Sales site that has arrived next to the garage on the A46.
Website /Communications
• We have a new website in place. This is for the whole village as well as the Parish Council and is managed by Karen Rowley.
I am sure she would appreciate some feedback. The site should be more user friendly and a clearer design.
• As a reminder – we have an email circulation list for news and updates from the Parish Council. If you would like to be added
please contact Karen Rowley.
• The Parish Councillors now have specific emails for correspondence relation to Council matters. This is in line with GDPR
changes earlier in the year. Mine is CllrHewittAUH@gmail.com. Please use this if you want to raise any matters with the
Parish Council or via the Clerk on ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk
Vehicle Activated Speeding Sign
• We are looking at a second VAS in next year’s budget, which will be permanently located on the Groaten. We are looking at
one of the more advanced signs that identifies your speed – these are shown to be more effective in reducing driver speed.
SmartWater
• Rural crime is on the increase so protect yourself. For those that don’t know, SmartWater is an invisible liquid that you can use
to mark your property. It is traceable back to you should it be stolen. We have issued out over 120 packs to households that
have signed up. If you are interested in a pack please let one of the Parish Council members know – it’s FREE! We now have
the signage, which will be installed around the village by the end of November. This is shown to be a big deterrent to thieves.
If you want a pack please contact Sarah Hewitt on CllrhewittAUH@gmail.com We are working to try and secure a WhatsApp
or similar early warning on crime – particularly for the farming community. This is in place with other Police Authorities and is
very effective. We are lobbying for West Midlands to take this on.
Budgets
• We have agreed the budget for 2019/20. We have requested an increase on the Precept only in line with inflation – despite
the ambitious projects that we have planned. That is just over £1 per average household for the whole year.
• We will continue to support Village groups, e.g. ASC, Churchyard Maintenance & Footpath teams, plus make ad hoc
donations to worthy local causes.
• We are trying to obtain grants to support the replacement of the War Memorial steps and the Stone Cross by the Lychgate
Other
• We are replacing some of the newly planted trees on the Groaten. The unprecedented dry summer meant that, despite
watering, some of these new trees did not survive. Thank you to the ‘Pigbarn’ team for allowing their water supply to be used.
• A reminder to all of you with hedges that border pavements in the village. Please keep hedges trimmed back away from paths
to allow pedestrians to pass freely. Some hedges are causing issues.
• Dogs….AGAIN! Please can we remind all dog owners of their responsibilities – you must keep your dog under control at all
times away from your home, either on a lead or beside you. Remember no dogs allowed on the playing fields at all now –
whether on or off leads. You are responsible for cleaning up after your dog, and disposing of this properly. Do NOT leave bags
near paths or stiles, this is on the increase and is not acceptable. ‘Offroad’, guidelines from Forestry Commission & Woodland
Trusts suggest ‘Flick with a Stick’ – remove the poo from the path into the undergrowth, rather than bag it. Dog poo not
cleared up properly can lead to a fine of £1000 for the owner – so be warned!
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Parish Council Report cont
• We are again trying to garner support for the development of a Neighbourhood Plan – this is a formal Planning document,
ratified by the Local Authority and developed by the community to protect spaces and guide development of the local
environment. Over the past few years, Neighbourhood Plans have become strongly weighted in planning decisions, and now
that the South Worcestershire Development Plan is being updated, we feel it is time to get one in place for Ashton under Hill.
We will be sharing information in the New Year about how you can get involved.
Finally, we wanted to say a seasonal thank you to all of you in the village who give up your time for community projects and
activities, which all make Ashton such a fantastic place to live. A heartfelt thank you to: the Fete Team, Social Centre
Committee, Football & Cricket Clubs, WI, Footpath Team, Church Wardens & Committee and the Cleaning Team; The Open
Gardens Team, Lunch Club Team, Chapel Busy Fingers and Coffee Mornings; School PTA teams, those contributing to this
newsletter and any other projects I have forgotten. THANK YOU! Sarah Hewitt (Chair Parish Council)

Congratulations from Ashton News to Sarah on her recent marriage to Alan Hewitt!

A
Asshhttoonn’’ss FFiirrsstt S
Scchhooooll’’ss ‘‘R
Reevveerrssee
A
Addvveenntt CCaalleennddaarr’’ PPrroojjeecctt
There has been an increase in demand for people
visiting food banks. They offer a short term solution
for homeless people, those that may have had their
benefits stopped or reduced, or those generally falling
on hard times. Each parcel is designed to last approx 7
days.
During half term, I had the pleasure of visiting the
Evesham Food Bank (Caring Hands at The Evesham
Christian Centre) and was so moved by what I saw, I
thought it would be a good idea for Ashton Under Hill
First School to create a ‘reverse advent calendar’, an
opportunity to give something back for those less
fortunate than ourselves. This would mean that during
the 3 weeks that children are at school during advent,
they would bring a different item of food to contribute
to the food bank. Anyone in the community is also more
than welcome to contribute. I have drawn together a
list of dates and items.
Monday 3rd December – UHT Milk
Tuesday 4th December – Tinned Soup
Wednesday 5th December – Breakfast Cereal
Thursday 6th December – Jar of jam or marmalade
Friday 7th December – Tea bags or coffee
Monday 10th December – Tinned Pudding
Tuesday 11th December – Tinned Spaghetti
Wednesday 12th December – Rice
Thursday 13th December – Tinned tomatoes
Friday 14th December – Pasta Sauce
Monday 17th December – Sugar
Tuesday 18th December – Tinned Fruit
Wednesday 19th December – Tinned custard
Thursday 20th December – Instant Mash
Friday 21st December – Tinned meat/fish
Items will be collected in school and delivered to the
Food bank.
Thank you. Juliet Shiels (First School)

AA lliittttllee SSuunnddaayy rruunn…
…cccooonnnttt... fffrrrooommm fffrrrooonnnttt pppaaagggeee
Event organiser Jane Swindells said:
“Thank you all again to each and every one of you for
attending our very first 5k yesterday. Your kind words
afterwards then emails, messages comments and texts since
have been fantastic.
The first runner to finish was Owen Grant who completed the
course in a staggering 17 minutes, closely followed by Tom
Radley 17.51, then Rob Bowery at 18.11.Ladies flew as well
with Marie Brush being first over the finish line in 20.36,
followed by Saffia Del Torre 20.50 and Petra Vymetalova in
21.24Youngsters were also amazing with the first under 16,
Megan Davis age 13 in 20.01, followed by Ben Taylor age 10 in
23.03 and then Daniel Holland in 24.36
We took an amazing £2,000. None of this would have been
possible without the army of wonderful volunteers, marshals &
bakers Thank you so so very much to everyone who made
yesterday a truly memorable day and let’s look forward to
next year’s 5k!’’

Ashton’s
youngest
runner?

Barney
enjoying his
run!

More pictures on
facebook and
the website
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CHRISTMAS AT ST BARBARA’S CHURCH
You will receive a warm welcome at any of our services
Saturday 1 December

Messy Church at 10:00am
To be held in church. Warm drinks served.

Sunday 2 December

Advent Sunday. Christingle Service at 3.30pm
Our collection will be for the Children’s Society, which this year
celebrates 50 years of the Christingle. The Ashton Posada will start
its journey around the village at this service. With Rev David Lewis
and the Church Team.

Sunday 9 December

Common Worship Holy Communion at 9:30am
Led by Rev Katy Morgan

Wednesday 12 December Ashton Celebration of Christmas at 6:30pm
Come and join us for this informal village occasion, followed by
mulled wine and mince pies. All warmly welcome.
Sunday 16 December

Advent Carol Service at 11:30am
A selection of seasonal music and readings led by the St Barbara’s
Team.

Monday 24 December

Christmas Eve
Children’s Crib service at 3:30pm
The Posada returns to St Barbara’s with the Church Team.
Midnight Communion at 10 pm
Led by Rev David Lewis.

Tuesday 25 December

Christmas Day
Family service at 10am
Led by Graham Pharo.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE!
Changes at St Barbara’s – What’s happening?
After the sad death of Canon Matthew Baynes in September and the retirement of Canon Susan Renshaw in November,
there are changes coming up in the pattern of services around the whole Bredon Hill group of Parishes from January 2019.
We are fortunate to have Rev David Lewis and Rev Rick Tett who will be taking a revised schedule of services across the
Hill, helped by retired clergy, until appointments are made to replace Matthew and Susan. In particular we will be able to
maintain our busy programme of Christmas services. Members of St Barbara’s congregation will be leading some of these
and some future services.
We were very encouraged by the support we had at our Harvest Festival, and we look forward to seeing you at our
Christmas services and in the New Year.
For more information please contact one of the Church Team:
Alastair Humphrey 881479

David or Judith Hunter 882087

Malcolm Nelson 881778
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What’s On at Ashton under Hill Free Church
Winter 2018
You are invited to come and join us:
Every Sunday
10.45am Morning Worship Service
followed by light refreshments
‘Experience Christmas’ - in the Chapel
Tuesday December 11th - First School children
Wednesday & Thursday 12th & 13th – Open to all 10am to midday
Sunday December 23rd
Family Carol Service at 10.45am
Candlelit Carol Service at 6.00pm
Christmas Morning December 25th
Short Service from 9.30am
Friends & Neighbours
Last Tuesday of every Month (Except December) from 2.00pm
An opportunity for meeting over a cup of tea and a biscuit, always with something
interesting laid on
Coffee morning
Every Wednesday from 10.00am to Midday
All donations to Midlands Air Ambulance (over £9,500 so far - thank you!)
Bright Hour
Alternate Wednesdays from 2.30pm
More tea and biscuits together with singing and something to think about!
Christmas Soup Lunch, Mince Pies and Carols
12th December from midday
Busy Fingers
Every Thursday from 10.00am to midday during term time
For mums (or dads or grandparents) and toddlers
See Chapel Notice Board or website for most up to date details
www.ashtonchapel.org.uk
email: info@ashtonchapel.org.uk
Contacts: Andrew & Joy 881145, Geoff 881740,
Doreen 881656, or Joan 881237
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ASHTON NEWS VILLAGE CONTACTS
Tel No 882466 Mobile 07976 906653 Email: karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk

Name

Details

Contact
Activities

Contact details

Cricket Club (adults)
Cricket Club (juniors)
Football Club (adults)
Football Club (juniors)
Footpath volunteers
Gardening Club
Guides
Brownies
Rainbows
Lunch Club
Friends & Neighbours

Summer- Saturdays & Sundays Will Archer
881756
will@simplysedum.co.uk
Summer- Thursdays 6-8pm
David Whitehouse 424393
dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com
Winter- Sunday mornings
Graham Begley
07725 909808 / 881206
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
Winter- Saturday mornings
Graham Begley
07725 909808 / 881206
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
Working groups
John Kenrick
881431
johnkenrick@btinternet.com
Beckford V/H 4th Weds 7:30pm Roger Umpelby
881449
roger@bugman.free-online.co.uk
Village Hall, Weds 7-8:30pm
Ali Stephenson
07976 958450
ali.stephenson@live.com
Village Hall, Weds 5:15-6:45pm Charlotte Nicklin
07714 783545
Village Hall, Weds 4:15-5:30pm Jemima Barnett
jemmimaob@gmail.com
Chapel Hall 12pm, 1st Fri month Joy Barnett
881145
Last Tues in month, 2-3pm
Margaret Darby
881862
ma.darby@icloud.com
Worcester 2nd & 4th Fri Bishop’s
Andrew Barnett
881145
Mini Bus
Cleeve 1st & 3rd Fri
Private Hire
Andrew Barnett
881145
Parish walks
Summer evenings - Mondays
Alastair Humphrey 881479
gmhumphrey@hotmail.com
Green Room: Mon, Tues, Wed, Ruth Barnett Green 882014
Playgroup
Thu 9-3:00pm
Room
882289
Little Big Learners (Out Every school day, 3-6pm
Graham Begley - 07725 909808
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
of School Childcare)
All holidays (except Christmas)
First School inset days
Organisations
First School
Headteacher
Alison Peacey
881333
head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk
Middle School
Headteacher
S. Charlton
881426
office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk
Free Church
Main contact
Andrew Barnett
881145
topcott@gmail.com
Busyfingers, mums &
Chapel Hall Thurs 10-11:30 am Doreen Cope
881656
doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk
toddlers
Coffee Morning
Chapel Hall Weds 10-12 noon
Joy Barnett
881145
Chair
Sarah Hewitt
881070
sarahjhewitt36@outlook.com
Parish Council
Clerk
Michelle English
860502
ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk
Ashton Social
Village Hall and playing fields
Jane Swindells
07557 022839
janeyswin74@gmail.com
Committee
Vicar
Rev David Lewis 01386 710394
davidlewis648@btinternet.com
Alastair Humphrey 881479
St. Barbara's Church
St Barbara’s Team
David Hunter
882087
Malcolm Nelson
881778
Open Gardens (2nd
Chairman
JimTeague
07585 893323
jimteague@hotmail.com
weekend in June)
Marketing Co-ordinator
Andrew Cooke
881715
andy@thecookies.org.uk
Women's Institute
Ashton Bellringers
The Star Inn

Village Hall 1st Tues 7:30pm
St Barbara’s Church Tues Eve
Open daily

Marjory Facer
882171
Nick Hopkins
881711
Ed & Vicky Spires 881325

Ashton website
Milk delivery

Information and events
Mon.Wed. Fri. Sat.

Services
Karen Rowley
Cotteswold Dairy

07976 906653

10:55 Gorse Hill
11:15 Cornfield Way
11:35 School
Monday to Saturday

Doreen Cope

881656

David (Driver)

Enquiries to Parish Council, details above

Karen Rowley

07976 906653

rd

Mobile library – 3
Monday in month

Newspaper delivery
Mobile Post office
Ashton News

Tues & Thu 12:30-1:30pm
Free Church car park
Easter, Summer, Christmas

marjyfacer@gmail.com
thepub@thestar-ashtonunderhill.co.uk
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com

01684 298959
01905 822722
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk

karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk

