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  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
 

DECEMBER Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

2nd December 

Advent Sunday 

  

3:30pm 

Christingle  

Service 

D Lewis 

No Service 

11:00am 

An Advent  

Reflection with 

Words &  

Music 

Lay Team 

  

  

9.30 am 

Patronal  

CW HC 

Bishop  

Michael 

6:00pm - Bredon Hill Group Advent Carol Service at Eckington 

9th December 

2nd Sunday of  

Advent 

9:30am 

CW HC 

Katy Morgan 

6:00pm 

Carol  

Service 

D Lewis 

11:00am 

Morning  

Prayer 

G Pharo 

9:30am 

Morning  

Prayer 

G Pharo 

 

12th  December 6:30pm - Ashton Celebration of Christmas  

16th December 

3rd Sunday of  

Advent 

11.00 am 

Advent Carol 

Family  

Service 

Church Team 

9.30 am 

CW HC 

L Burn 

8.00 am 

BCP HC 

D Lewis 

 

4:00pm 

Carol  

Service & Bring 

& Share Tea 

Lay Team 

 

5:00pm 

Chapelries 

Carol  

Service 

Lay Team 

  

23rd December 

4th Sunday of  

Advent 

 

10:00am - United Parish CW HC at Beckford 

Doug Chaplin 

24th December 

Christmas Eve 

3:30pm 

Crib Serivce 

Church Team 

 

10:00pm 

Midnight HC 

D Lewis 

4:30pm 

Crib & 

Christingle  

Service 

G Pharo 

11:30pm 

Midnight HC 

Doug Chaplin 

 

3:30pm 

Crib & 

Christingle  

Service 

Lay Team 

25th December 

Christmas Day 

10:00am 

Family Service 

Church Team 

 

11:00am 

Family Service 

Lay Team 

9:30am 

CW HC 

Bishop  

Michael 

 

30th December 

1st Sunday of  

Christmas 
10:30am - Fifth Sunday United Bredon Hill Group CW HC  at Eckington 

6th January 

Epiphany 

  

TBA 

9:00am 

BCP HC 

L Burn 

11:00am 

Family  

Service 

Lay Team 

9:00am 

CW HC 

D Lewis  
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Parish Office: You can contact Amanda Bath, the Parish Secretary on the 
following days and times: 
 
Tuesday mornings: The Rectory, Bredon, 9am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings: Beckford Village Hall,  9am to 12 noon:01386 881349  
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net   

As I’m sitting here and writing this it’s about to be Advent. 
 
So, to begin with this is an opportunity to reflect on Advent 
and the year ahead. 
 
I do think that we neglect Advent. No sooner has Advent 
got under way than we’re headlong into all those  
interminable carol services that we have; Advent isn’t 
Christmas, and nor is Advent about preparing for  
Christmas. Advent is a time of waiting, a time of  
preparation for celebrating the coming of God into the 

world in human form in the person of Jesus his Son. 
It’s interesting that the Church year starts at Advent: not on some great high point, or 
with some fervent celebration, not with fireworks, not with the birth of Jesus nor with his  
resurrection – but with a period of waiting and preparation, with a sense of emptiness 
and wondering. 
 
But I think it’s right because if we don’t go through this season of 
Advent waiting and watching and preparing then we don’t really 
have anything to celebrate.  
During Advent, if we wait, if we watch patiently, then the picture of 
Jesus revealed to us during this time becomes clearer until we  
rejoice on Christmas Day. 
 
My favourite bible passage has always been Matthew 25: 35. It talks about hospitality, 
love and caring for those less fortunate, and in those acts of kindness we are serving 
God through Jesus. In this season of good will and peace, may God help us to  
remember all those alone, vulnerable and less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
As we look forward to the New Year, we have many things to be thankful for especially 
the new appointment in Elmley Castle. As we work together as a group around the Hill, I 
pray for all our churches as we shine out God’s love during this season and into the New 
Year. 
 
Every blessing to you all, Happy Advent, Christmas, and New Year. 
 
                         Rick 

Clergy:      Revd David Lewis    Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
Readers:      Roger Palmer 
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JANUARY 9:00am 
Usually BCP HC 

10:30am 
Usually CW HC 

6:00pm 

 
January 6th 
Epiphany 
 
                                
 

  
Besford                                    
Rick Tett 
 
Alstone                                    
David Lewis 

  
Little Comberton                                        
Rick Tett 
 
Bredon                                        
David Lewis 

  

January 13th 
2

nd
 Sunday of 

Epiphany 

Bricklehampton 
David Lewis 
 
Bredon’s Norton 
Rick Tett 

Eckington 
David Lewis 
 
Overbury 
Rick Tett 

 

January 20th 
3

rd
 Sunday of 

Epiphany 
 
                             
  

Eckington 
Rick Tett 
 
Beckford 
David Lewis 
                                      

Bredon 
Rick Tett 
 
Elmley Castle 
David Lewis 
                                        

Teddington 
David Lewis 
                                     

January 27th 
4

th
 Sunday of 

Epiphany 
 
                            
  

Great Comberton 
Roger Spiller 
 
Bredon’s Norton 
David Lewis 

Ashton  
Beckford Group  
United Service 
Nancy Murray-Peters 
 
Defford 
David Lewis 

  
 

Service Schedule from January 2019: 
Below is more information about the new pattern of Sunday services being  
implemented from January 2019: 
 
Over the last few weeks, the 5 PCCs in the Bredon Hill Group Ministry have all agreed 
to try a much-simplified timetable for Sunday services, from January onwards. 
The January timetable printed below shows a skeleton structure of ‘priest-led’  
services, almost all of which will be eucharists. It has been devised so that we can 
function with a staff of two full-time clergy, currently Rick Tett and myself, and deliver a 
eucharist in each of the four benefices in the Bredon Hill Group every Sunday  
morning. 
In addition to this ‘skeleton’ structure, churchwardens and PCCs may wish to add local 
‘lay-led’ services (Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, Service of the Word etc) or request 
a Reader or retired priest for odd occasions. So we can add some muscle to the 
bones, so to speak. 
Only time will tell us how well this new pattern works. Clearly it is not perfect. We hope 
that in time the number of full-time clergy around the hill will increase again, from two 
to three, at which point we can look at expanding the ‘priest-led’ services again. In the 
meantime, let’s approach the New Year with a positive attitude and make the most of 
what we have got: let’s remember it is a privilege to meet and worship together on any 
occasion. 
Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in bold. The plan is to continue with a 
United Service each month but this may not always be on the fourth Sunday of the 
month. Again, more information will be given in the New Year. 
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For Your Diaries: Bredon Hill Group Taizé Service 
 

The next Bredon Hill Group Taizé service will be on  
Sunday 27th January at 6:00pm at  
St Mary’s church, Elmley Castle. 

 
Do put it in your new diaries. 

The Beckford & Ashton under 
Hill Branch of the Royal British 
Legion  held its Annual  
General Meeting in Beckford 
Village Hall on Thursday 8th 
November. In addition to  
reporting on the year’s  

activities, a special 20-Year Badge and  
Certificate were presented to Charlie  
Brazier in recognition of his long service as 
a poppy seller.   
 
Details of the Remembrance Service at 
Beckford on this historic anniversary year 
are on page 8. Ceremonies were also held 
at Ashton under Hill and Beckford First 
Schools with Branch Standard Bearer Derril 
Green in attendance.  
 
A group of volunteers met on Wednesday, 
14th November to count the Poppy Appeal 
collections. Thanks to very hard work by 
our Poppy Collection Coordinator, Ian  
Dickson, and a band of determined  
collectors we have raised this year a record 
breaking total of £7,211 - a stupendous  
total!   
We are enormously grateful to both  
collectors and all those who donated so 
generously.   
 
    Anthony Hallett, Branch Chairman 

New Year – New Venture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recently I completed the eight-week 
long Bible Course delivered by the  
Bible Society. I found it a totally  
refreshing approach to the Bible,  
putting everything into context from 
Genesis to Revelation in a way  
anyone can understand.   
Finding it so inspirational I plan to run 
the Course starting on Thursday  
January 10th. 
If you are interested or would like  
further information, please contact me 
either via email:  
charlestarcher@gmail.com  
or on 7563 622333 or 01386 881362.  
For a preview visit https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-
bible/the-bible-course/      
             
             Charles Archer 

mailto:charlestarcher@gmail.com
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/
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December Services in The Chapelries 
 

  December 2nd:    9:30am, Teddington - Holy Communion and Patronal  

Festival celebrating the life of St Nicholas with Bishop Michael  

      December 9th:   9:30am, Alstone - Morning Prayer with Graham Pharo  

 

Christmas Services  

  December 16th:  5:00pm, Alstone - Chapelries Carol Service. Do come and 
help raise the roof and stay afterwards for seasonal refreshment.   

  December 24th:  3:30pm, Teddington - Crib & Christingle Service 

The Chapelries Crib and Christingle service on Christmas Eve, 
when the children recreate the nativity scene and light their 
Christingles, will be followed by squash, mulled wine and mince 
pies. This will be very much a family service, with lots of  
participation from the children – we look forward to seeing you 
all. 

  December 25th:  9:30am, Alstone - Holy Communion with Bishop Michael 

 

We wish all our readers a very Happy Christmas and do hope you will be able to 
join us for these festive events. 

 

News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES: 
 

W(H)ITHER  THE  CHAPELRIES – COMMUNITIES  SOUNDINGS  RESULTS 
 
Following the Community Soundings taken earlier this year, a meeting has been arranged for 
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday 16th January in the Village Hall when David Marsh will give a  
presentation of the results.    

Your opinions are important to us, so please do come. 

    Carol Singing 
We plan to sing carols around Alstone, weather permitting, on 
December 21st and will be meeting at the bus shelter at  
7:00 pm.  
Everyone is most welcome to join us. If there are any problems  
with either weather or date we will get in touch. 
 

 
The Chapelries Remembrance Service November 11th at Teddington 

 
The Chapelries Remembrance Service held at Teddington was a 
memorable and simple one led by Roger. At this 100th anniversary of 
the Armistice the names of those men with families in  Alstone and 
Teddington who took part in WW1 were read out. Our congregation 
ranged from 5 young schoolchildren who, it was good to hear, had 
particularly asked to come, to the over eighties.  
Thanks go to Roger and everyone who came and contributed to a 
moving service. The collection goes to the Royal British Legion. 
Thanks are also due to Lisa Drury who made the poppy collection in Alstone, and  
Derril and Judy Green who collected in Teddington. 
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Alstone Defibrillator Fund 
 

 Coffee Morning and Craft Sale in Teddington Village Hall  
  
  Saturday December 1st, 10.00am to 12.00 midday 
  
                 All welcome, just drop in on the day. 

  
A chance to have a cake, chat and do some 

Christmas shopping. 
  Cards, jewellery, scarves, wooden handicrafts and much more. 

Donations of cake, raffle and bring & buy items  
welcome on the day. 

 
For more details or to offer to donate a cake or raffle prize prior to the event 

contact Rachael 07811 045 055 or rachael.lathbury@gmail.com 

Alstone Spooky Night 
 
A very big thank you to all who turned up to the Alstone Spooky Night 
which was also in aid of the Defibrillator Fund. People really entered 
into the spirit of the occasion and turned up in some amazing fancy 
dress outfits and with pumpkin carvings to be proud of.  
Congratulations to the winners.   
 

The bonfire was magnificent, lighting up the sky (which thankfully remained dry!) and 
the barbeque, cakes and drinks were enjoyed by all. The games, side stalls and music 
provided amusement and entertainment and it was lovely to see the villagers together 
at such a sociable event. 
 
Your generous contributions helped make the evening the success it was.   
An impressive  £820 was raised and we are now well on our way to achieving the 
£3000 target.   
 

Thanks to you all we hope to be able to install the defibrillator early in 2019. 

 TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
    CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Wednesday 12th December 2:30pm – 5:00pm 

 
Entrance Fee £5.00 - Includes Afternoon Tea  

along with festive fun and games  
For catering purposes, please let Sue or Brian know if you plan 

to attend. 
Family & friends most welcome  

  
   For more information contact  

Sue:01242 620264, susancarter1402@gmail.com  
or Brian:01242 620898, brianforeman@btinternet.com  

                     

mailto:susancarter1402@gmail.com
mailto:brianforeman@btinternet.com
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News From Beckford 

Remembrance Sunday: WW1 Centenary Service in Beckford 
 
Beckford church was filled – almost to capacity – with 150 adults 
and 41 children for a very moving  Armistice Day service on  
11th November, led by Graham Pharo, joining with events across 
the country in marking the centenary of the day when the guns 
fell silent at the end of the Great War. The service was attended 
by many members of the Royal British Legion Beckford and  
Ashton under Hill Branch, with Alstone, Kemerton, Overbury and 
Teddington and it was good to see so many representatives of 
the Rainbows, Brownies and Girl Guide organisations with their 
leaders. The two-minute silence was marked by the Last Post 
and ended with Reveille, expertly played by trumpeter Connie 
Dudfield and the names of all those listed on our six village war 
memorials were read out in a moving tribute to the fallen. 
The church had been beautifully and very evocatively dressed with poppies, amidst wire 
netting and memorial crosses, with artefacts from the Great War and provided a most 
effective setting for our act of remembrance. 
Following the service in church, a procession formed by the Crucifer, the RBL Standard 
Bearer, the Ashton under Hill First Guide and Brownie Standard Bearers, Trumpeter, 
Wreath Bearers, Choir, Graham Pharo, RBL Members, Ashton under Hill First Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows, followed by the congregation, moved to the lychgate (the  
village war memorial) where the wreaths were laid with due ceremony. 
A collection taken during the service raised the remarkable sum of £746 for the valuable 
work of the Royal British Legion. 
As a further tribute on an important anniversary, the bells rang out joyfully at 12.30pm 
as part of the nationwide plan for all towers to contribute to the celebration by ringing 
their bells. 
 
Beckford Christmas Services 

 
Whilst, at the time of writing, we haven’t yet entered Advent, Christmas 
is firmly within sight – at least from the point of view of planning  
services. Beckford’s celebration of the festival starts on Sunday 9th 
December at 6pm when the annual Christmas Carol Service takes 
place in St John the Baptist church. A traditional service of lessons and 
carols in a beautifully decorated and candle-lit church, this is always 
popular with folk of all ages and it will be led by Revd David Lewis. It 

will be followed by a social time with wine and refreshments, offering a chance to come 
together in a warm and friendly seasonal atmosphere.   
Last year it was held on a day of heavy snowstorms – what will this year bring? 
On Christmas Eve, 24th December at 4.30pm Graham Pharo will lead Beckford’s 
main Christmas service, the ever-popular Crib and Christingle Service at which  
everyone – especially families and children of all ages - is 

very welcome. In the light of the Christmas Tree, 
Graham will need young hands to help in  
populating the crib with the holy figures, the 
shepherds and the animals which are part of the 
familiar story.   
In the same service the Christingles, with their candles, red ribbon and 
sweets, will be distributed and as usual the collection will aid the work of 
The Children’s Society. 

Do come along to Beckford Church and join in these celebrations of this joyful 
season! 
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BECKFORD W.I. - November Report 
 
Our President Yo Yates welcomed 24 members to the November meeting which was also our 
AGM. She introduced Eunice Allen to assist with the administration of the voting and  
appointment of committee members for the next year. The Treasurer’s report was delivered by 
Sam Wing who was pleased to announce that the finances were in credit and that as we had no 
fundraising activities during 2018 there was scope in the coming year to raise some money for 
local charities. The Secretary’s report detailed the very varied programme that had been  
enjoyed by members during 2018 and Yo then presented her report on her year as President 
and thanked everyone who had contributed to the activities that Beckford WI members had  
taken part in throughout the year. As four members of the committee, including the President 
were stepping down, it was good to see two new members happy to take on the role of commit-
tee members and they were duly elected. The five remaining members of the 
committee were voted back onto the committee. An election of a new President 
took place and Margaret Darby was unanimously elected to the post for 2019. 
Yo thanked Eunice for overseeing the election and asked her to judge the  
Ursula Gowthorpe Rose Bowl competition, which had as its theme ‘Fir Cones’. 
Once the business of the AGM was completed the normal meeting began. 
Since the last meeting a visit had been made by 26 members and guests to the Bristol  
Aerospace Museum at Filton where the exhibits included historic planes and trams and an  
opportunity to see inside the last Concorde plane. Eight members had enjoyed a craft day at the 
home of Briony Coupe, who taught people how to create some lovely fabric decorations for a 
Christmas tree. The Group Carol Service is to be hosted at Beckford Church on 8th December 
by Beckford WI and preparations are well in hand for this. The County Federation Carol Concert 
featuring Men Aloud is taking place on 5th December and eight people are looking forward to 

attending.  
After the usual raffle and presentation of birthday posies,  
Margaret Darby showed everyone how to make a Christmas 
table centrepiece. Margaret had prepared each group with  
plenty of artificial flowers, baubles, and lots of other material 
including oasis, plastic holders and candles while members had 

brought their own foliage. We each made a crepe paper carnation made from seasonal red  
paper and followed the clear instructions about making a “skirt” for our decoration to hide the 
holder and suggestions were made to produce an impressive array of decorations. Even the 
least artistic among us were pleased with the results. We all had something to take home and 
were assured that they would last until Christmas! Eunice then announced the winner of the 
Rose Bowl which was awarded to Margaret Darby for her imaginative design using fir cones.  
The next meeting is on Monday 10th December at 7.30 pm when there will be some seasonal 
entertainment and a quiz and is a bring and share party to which visitors are welcome 
                  Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary 

 

Beckford Coffee Mornings  
As there will be no Coffee Morning in December due to the proximity 
with Christmas and New Year, the last Coffee Morning of 2018 will be 
held on Friday 30th November from 10.30am to 12noon in Beckford 
Church. These events have steadily increased in popularity and provide 
an opportunity to meet friends from around the Hill in a relaxed hour or 
so of chat and “catching up” over coffee or tea and a selection of  
home-made cakes – all for a minimum donation of £2.50.  

Please come and join us for the last time this year as  
we look ahead to the festive season soon upon us. 

Mr Geoffrey Scales and his family would like to thank all who 

sent letters, cards and expressed sympathy on the  

death of his wife Jane on 6th November. 
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News from Ashton under Hill 

The season of Remembrance was observed at St Barbara’s in varied ways. We attended the 
combined service at Beckford on the 11th, and paid our own tribute on 18th November with 
readings and poems in a “Meditation on War and Peace”. 
Many residents of Ashton were very moved by the tributes organised by the 
First School: mounted photos of the fourteen who had died in the Great War 
were placed outside the houses in which they had lived with a brief  
description of each. This simple, but brilliant, idea brought the loss home to 
us all. Fifty men out of a population of roughly 300 had fought as shown on 
the village map. As an example, for me the memorial to the 18 year old 
ploughboy was very poignant.  
Thank you to the school for all the work and research and for a most touching display. The  
bonfire on the hill was attended by over fifty people - in the cold and dark it was hard to tell!  
Charles Archer led a short commemorative service and mince pies and drinks kept us warm.   
On 12th November, just before a thunderstorm, a small but keen band of volunteers dug out 
the Mother’s Union plot next to the church and planted four rose bushes. Perhaps this is also a 
fitting remembrance for the men of Ashton who died. We aim to maintain this plot in the future 
as a garden, keeping the memorial plaques tidy. 

 
Christmas 2018 

Greetings of Peace & Joy from St Barbara’s Church 
You are warmly invited to come and join the journey to  

Bethlehem at St Barbara’s this Christmas. 
Looking forward to Christmas, all the Ashton favourites will take place.  
On December 2nd we shall create our own Christingles during the service. The ‘Posada’, a 

travelling Nativity scene, leaves St Barbara’s at the Christingle service and returns 
at the Crib Service on 24th December. 
Nettie promises to make Dorothy the Donkey during Messy Church on Saturday  
1st December at 10:00am in the church. This is a creative session for children and 
parents with hot drinks to keep us warm! 
To get us in festive mood, no Ashton Christmas is complete  
without the ‘Celebration of Christmas’ on 12th December. 

Come and enjoy singing carols, items from children and the specially formed 
choir, followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  
We shall be decorating the church on Tuesday 11th December. 
 
        We look forward to seeing you at St Barbara’s 

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas 
from the Church Team 

 
For any queries please contact Judith Hunter on 01386 882087 or another member of the 
team: David Hunter, Bruce Rands, Malcolm Nelson, Alastair Humphrey and Matt Cyphus. 

ADVENT 
Christingle Service 

3:30 pm on Sunday 2nd December 
Collection for The Children’s Society 

 
Holy Communion 

9:30 am on Sunday 9th December 
 

Ashton Celebration of Christmas 
6:30 pm on Wednesday 12th December 

followed by mulled wine & mince pies 
Collection for St Richard’s Hospice 

 
Advent Carol Family Service 

11:00 am on Sunday 16th December 
Seasonal readings and carols 

CHRISTMAS 
Christmas Eve 

Monday 24th December 
Crib Service at 3:30 pm 

... the Posada returns to St Barbara’s ... 
 

 ‘Midnight’ Holy Communion 
Monday 24th December 

Service at 10:00 pm 
 

Christmas Day 
Family Service 

10:00 am on Tuesday 25th December 
 

Christmas collections will go to the 
CATCH project, Mzamomhle 
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - November Report 

 

We welcomed thirty-two members to our November meeting. The evening started with 
the usual business of events. Joan Richmond read her report on the Worcestershire 
Federation 100th centenary meeting at the Three Counties Showground, Malvern, which 
had taken place on 16th October. This was much enjoyed: there had been a special 
packed box lunch with cake for everyone , and the theme for the annual competition  
classes was ‘Glamour and Glitz’.  It was a very difficult topic but, in the group section, 
Ashton received praise for our sparkly scene, and two members, Henrietta Cooke and 
Joan Richmond gained Highly Commended in photography and for a flower bouquet. 

The National President, Lynne Stubbings, addressed the meeting, some 
amusing sketches were performed by the performing Arts group, but the 
highlight was speaker Erin Boag, from BBC1s “Strictly Come Dancing”.  
She turned out to be a New Zealander, and the regular partner of Anton du 
Beke, and gave us a lively and amusing talk about her life in dance. At the 
end she persuaded us ( or most of us ), onto our feet for a quick lesson in 
salsa! 

An active programme is coming up with a November walk, and an outing to the ballet in 
December. The Book group and the Craft club are flourishing. 
Our speaker for the evening was Nicholas Grainger from British Bespoke Auctions 
based in Winchcombe and covering the Cotswolds. Nicholas has  
appeared on “Antiques Roadshow” and his special interest is in silver 
and jewellery. We did wonder where this talk would take us, as  
Nicholas had brought no visual items or films. He succeeded in 
charming the whole roomful of ladies in no time at all. Immaculately 
dressed in a hand-made suit, he first told us about his early career in 
Savile Row tailoring where he worked for his father when he left school. A change of  
enterprise saw him setting up business in the Cotswolds and later returning to run the 
Tewkesbury Auction rooms. He loves his career in antiques as it gives him a chance to 
wear his beautiful suits! Attention to detail means he can give his clients personal  
service. He insists on thorough research and prepares items for the pre-showing with 
great care. 
Nicholas does not deal in antiques but handles valuations and local auctions. We 
learned all sorts of fascinating facts. Internet trading and bidding have greatly changed 
the speed and nature of buying and can often lead to tremendous prices paid. Far  
Eastern and Russian buyers influence the market nowadays. Porcelain china, crystal 
and ‘brown furniture’ are not popular, but smaller select items, especially named brands, 
sell very well. He quoted one or two cases where the reserve valuation was completely 
wrong. A model “Buddha” thought to fetch between £60-80 actually went for £90,000 
with eight phone bidders ramping up the price. Chinese stamps sold for £66,000 when 
originally estimated at £800-1,200. As a flamboyant character, one can imagine that 
Nicholas thrives in the atmosphere of the auction. He recounted that his favourite find 
was at a private home valuation for an elderly client. He had been shown some  
interesting and quite valuable jewellery and asked to look at another box nearby. The 
widow remarked that she didn’t think he’d find anything there as she’d been through it 
already. Some old ‘waistcoat’ pins turned out to be by Fabergé and worth more than 
everything else. This must have been a tremendously exciting moment.   

Wendy Sanger Davies gave the vote of thanks for a fascinating 
and entertaining talk. 
Our next meeting is the Christmas meal on 4th December at the 
Childswickham Inn and Brasserie, 6:00pm for 6:30pm. Lifts 
can be organised via friends or the committee.  
January 8th will be the date of our New Year meeting (not the 1st!)
                                                

                                                                Judith Hunter 
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News from Overbury 

On Saturday November 3rd family and friends gathered to celebrate the wedding of 
Charlotte Barr and Alexander Phillips at St Faith’s. Both have local connections,  
especially Alexander whose grandparents, David and Ruth, lived in Overbury and  

Conderton for very many years. Readings and music were chosen for 
their significance to the couple, and the ceremony was accompanied 
by bell-ringers on arrival and departure. The new Mr and Mrs Phillips 
left the village in a tractor-drawn wagon, and we wish them a very long 
and happy married life together.  

Our other main event has been the hugely successful fundraising Race Night  
organised by Anna and Peter Horton. The Village Hall was full of people from far and 
wide who all contributed to a brilliant evening. Everest in Cheltenham once again  
provided the curry, there was a range of delicious home-cooked puddings and Neil 
Townend did a great job masterminding the technical side of things – not to mention 
auctioning off the horses for very large sums! We are thrilled to announce that the 
evening has raised £6,171, which is a very remarkable achievement. Many thanks are 
due to the Hortons for their very hard work in orchestrating such a  
successful night and to all the other people whose time and  
contributions made it possible – not least Ros Long and Andrew John.  
 
It is hard to believe that Advent and Christmas will soon be upon us. If you are feeling 
exhausted at the mere thought of shopping, why not take time out and join us at  
St Faith’s at 11am on Sunday 2nd December for an hour of readings and music to  
celebrate the arrival of Advent. It will be lay led and very informal but will hopefully give 
us time to reflect and gather our strength for the Christmas marathon ahead. 
The following Saturday, 8th December, the annual Bulb Sale will be held in 
Overbury Village Hall at 10am. Regular attenders will know that they need to 
get there on the dot of 10 as everything sells out almost immediately! That 
evening the long awaited candle-lit concert by Excelsa Voces will be taking 
place in St Faith’s. If you have not already booked your ticket there MAY still 
be some left although, they are selling very fast. Please contact the Estate  
Office (01386 725206) or Paula (07709 958475). 

Our own Carol and Crib Service will be held on Sunday 16th at 4pm,  
followed as usual by a Bring & Share tea in the church. This is always a 
very happy occasion; the Christmas Tree lights will be turned on and  
children will be especially welcome. The church will be decorated on  
Saturday 15th from 9.30 onwards. Do come and help! It is always fun and 
we are always very pleased to have the tree decorated by the children.  

We are very pleased to welcome the Reverend Doug Chaplin, Worcester Diocese  
Mission Development Officer, to our Midnight Communion this year. Doug took one of 
our communion services a couple of months ago and preached exceptionally well so 
we are delighted that he will be returning to Overbury. The service on Christmas Day 
itself will be led by our Lay Team and will be a very happy occasion. 
 
After so many events and celebrations, we will suddenly find ourselves at the beginning 
of a new year and a new phase of our church life with a significant reduction in the 
number of clergy. But I have no doubt that, as always, we will rise to the occasion! We 
are currently working hard to prepare an inviting Parish Profile (with Eckington, Defford 
and Besford) to encourage applications for a new vicar to replace Susan Renshaw. In 
the meantime, David Lewis in Elmley and Rick Tett will be working very hard to cover 
all the churches around Bredon Hill, a monumental task. 
 
As we approach 2019, I am delighted to report that we have now got Faculty  
Permission to proceed with our project to install a loo and kitchen area in the 
church.  Work will start soon after New Year and it is hoped that it will be 
completed by Easter. So the future certainly looks busy and exciting! 
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Overbury Christmas Bulb Sale 
 

This year’s perennially popular sale (the perfect solution for  
Christmas presents!) will take place in Overbury Village Hall 
on Saturday, 8th December from 10am until 12noon. 
 
Come and buy bulbs flowering at Christmas in baskets and 
pots as well as useful gifts and the popular raffle. 
 

Entrance £1: Refreshments 
All in aid of the Friends of St Faith’s Church 

A different way to support St Faith’s 

For many of you the building of St Faith’s, in its tranquil setting, has played an 

important role for your families, the place you have come to for weddings, 

christenings and funerals. For those of us who don’t go to services regularly 

but who want a way to help maintain this lovely building  becoming a Friend of        

St Faith’s is the answer. Your donations are used to fund projects such as roof 

repairs, maintaining the trees in the churchyard and regular gutter cleaning. 

Would you consider setting up a standing order to give a small amount each 

month and so help ensure the future of our lovely church?                                

If so please email me, Bridget Worley, (secretary to the Friends) at:            

worleybats321@gmail.com or ring 01386 882084 

Street Market Surplus 
 
Following a very successful 40th Street Market, the following donations were agreed: 
 

 St Faith’s Church £2,404 

 Overbury Village Hall £1,500  

 Overbury Cricket Club £500 
 

Many thanks to all those who took part in this popular annual event. 
                       Andrew John 
 
Bonfire and Fireworks Donations 

 
Donations made at the event amounted to £2,043 to be shared  
equally between the Friends of Overbury School and Overbury Village 
Hall. The usual monstrous bonfire, constructed by Graham and Tim, 
was topped by an impressive collection of ‘Guys’, made by the  
children from the First School and the Grasshoppers Nursery. The 
prize for the best Guy is to light the bonfire, and Inna and Alias  
Herford were this year’s winners. 

The excellent refreshments were again supplied by the Friends of Overbury School.  
Finally, the firework display was described by most as the finest show that we have yet 
seen, for which we thank our local enthusiast Sir Bruce Bossom  for his generosity.  
 
                       Andrew John 

mailto:worleybats321@gmail.com
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A Farmers Overseas Action Group (FOAG) Charity Concert with the 

Cheltenham Symphony Orchestra  

1st December at Pershore Abbey at 7.30pm 

Programme: 

 Khachaturian Masquerade Suite 

 Mozart Violin Concerto No.4 

 Tchaikovsky Waltz from Eugene Onegin 

  Conductor: David Curtis 

  Leader: Caroline Broekman 

  Soloist: Hannah Brooke-Hughes (Glos Young Musician of the Year 2017) 

 

Tickets are £16 (including a free drink at the interval) for adults,  

£8 for students and free for under 16s and are available from 

Blue, 19 Broad Street, Pershore, WR10 1BB   

or by phoning our Box Office on 01886 853295. 

 

FOAG is a Worcestershire based Charity assisting in rural Uganda since 1981. 

                           Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd 

There was a normal monthly meeting of the committee on October 22nd. We 
first checked the position of various routine improvements which are under 
way: hall floor sanding and sealing, gutter clearing, stretching the front  
entrance carpet and white line repainting.   
Watch for progress soon! 
 
There are various internet-based schemes (e.g. Easy Fundraising, Give as you Live) for using 
online shopping as a means of raising modest amounts of funding. You sign up to these 
schemes and select what charity you would like to benefit, whereupon many online sellers  
(e.g. John Lewis, Amazon) will pay a small percentage of your purchase price into your  
nominated charity. Jonathan, our treasurer reported that we had received our first transfer from 
the Easy Fundraising internet scheme of £25.19: not a lot, but every little helps! The hall is also 
doing very well from the fees paid by campers and caravanners, with whom our fields are  
becoming very well known and popular. 
 
Chairman Dan Hughes reported on a workshop on funding which he had attended, run by 
Wychavon District Council as part of their event on 'Running a Successful Village Hall'. Many 
potential sources of funding exist, though perhaps fewer than was the case some years ago, 
and it was clear that, for an application to succeed, it should form part of a well-thought-out plan.  
We decided to invite the Community Development Manager at Wychavon Council to a BCVH 
meeting, to discuss our plans and to see what help and advice Wychavon could offer. 
It was suggested that, as a fundraising activity, we could run a series of evening talks on  
subjects such as travel experiences, and a potential programme of monthly talks was circulated.  
This idea was received with enthusiasm, and it was agreed that we would all ask round our  
social/family circles about topics which might draw an interested audience. Since the meeting, 
an active discussion has developed on the Beckford Parish Noticeboard page on Facebook, 
with a lot of interesting ideas emerging, which we will discuss at the next meeting. 
 
On October 26th and 27th, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group ran an exhibition and  
consultation at the hall, which was well attended. We need to get as many people as possible in 
the village involved in this process which, when the plan emerges, could influence the shape of 
the village for many years to come. 

 
                       Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd 
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   Beckford Nature Reserve 
 
Volunteers are needed to help once a month as part of work  
parties during the Autumn and Winter months to help manage and 
maintain the Nature Reserve at Beckford.  
The tasks usually involve putting down wood chippings to keep the 
paths safe, clearing brambles to allow ground plants to grow and 

maintaining the boundary fences and hedges. Wear old clothes and gloves. In wet 
weather wellington boots are advisable.  
Further details will be posted on the BNR website: www.beckfordnature.org.uk. 
 
The next Beckford Nature Reserve Work Party dates are the following Saturdays 
from 9:00am until 11:00am: 
December 15th, January 19th & February 16th  

They only take place in the winter to avoid disturbing the nesting birds. 
 
The meeting place is the Rupert Ellis Hide near the entrance to the reserve on Ashton 
Lane (Rabbit Lane) opposite Beckford Silk at 9 am. 
 

MRS TAYLOR’S TUTORING  

SERVICES 
FOR KS1-KS2 MATHS AND ENGLISH 

‘TAILORED’ TO SUIT INDIVIDUAL  

REQUIREMENTS 

For further details Tel: 01386 881415 

www.taylorstutoring.co.uk 

abc123abc123abc123abc123abc123abc123abc123

 abc123abc123abc123abc123abc123abc123abc123 

 

http://www.beckfordnature.org.uk
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P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

0  1386 854797 
  07752 613814 

c&g 
Kitchens and bathrooms 

 

 

A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service 

and commitment to perfection. 
 

With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting 

service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation, 

our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.  
 

We also offer the following services: 
 

 Extensions         Building Renovations        Building maintenance   

Painting and Decorating  Built-in Wardrobes   Karndean Flooring 

 Garage Conversions    UPVC Windows, Doors and 

Conservatories  
 

For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today: 
 

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855 
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HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 

Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK  
                                UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 

mailto:railsendnursery@gmail.com


 

 

Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT  
 

Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire  
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.  

 

Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.  
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom. 

 

Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand, 
France.  Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.  

Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking. 
 

For further details please look at the website: 
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Star Inn 
Ashton under Hill 

01386 881325 
 

 Delicious Homemade meals using local 

produce 
 
 

 Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or 

tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from 

the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we 

would love to see you. All occasions catered for. 

2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri  

Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST 
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL 

WR11 7SQ 
 

Comfortable en-suite accommodation set 
in a quiet location 

Breakfasts include our own  
free range eggs and honey.     

      
    JENNIFER CREESE 

Tel: 01386 881266  Mobile 07767205968 
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 9.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2018 subject to T and Cs.  

Beckford Stores 
 

Main Street, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
01386 881248 : info@beckford-stores.co.uk 

 

Your Local Store 
 

Post Office, Coffee Shop, Newsagent 
 

Beckford Country Flowers 

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com 

Amanda Bucher -  

Remedial Massage Therapist 

 Home Visits to treat muscular postural 

injuries, pregnancy massage and  

  lymphatic drainage. 

 Weleda-advisor for natural skin and 

body care. 

 Weleda skincare and organic facial 

treatments. 

 Hatha Yoga Teacher 

 One-to-one Yoga for better health,  

  flexibility and strength. 

  Bookings - Amanda Bucher   

Mobile 07876214919 

      amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk 

amandabucher.co.uk 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 
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@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields 

 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
 

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes E Class Vehicles 

DOMESTIC 
HOME  

SUPPORT 
FRIENDLY &  

HELPFUL 
   SERVICE 

 General Help with  

 Everyday Tasks 

 Housekeeping/Cleaning 

 Shopping Trips 

 Doctor or Hospital  

 Appointments 

 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care 
Contact Jo for more  

information on 
0747 707 9516  

A complete Personal Taxation 
and Accountancy Service  

tailored to meet the individual  
needs of you and your business. 
 
For prompt, friendly advice and 

an initial free consultation  
contact: 

 
Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A. 
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway, 
Worcestershire WR12 7EU 

 
Tel/Fax: 01386 853653 

Email:  
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk 

mailto:amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk


 

 

G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  
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Thinking Holidays? 
 

Let CARRICK take care 
of it….. 

 
 
 

Carrick Travel is your local Independent 
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make 
you a coffee and have a chat about your  

future holiday plans.  
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham  
office have a huge range of exciting  

holidays on offer to suit all budgets and 
tastes.  

So if your next adventure is a seaside  
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city 

break then Carrick Travel is the perfect  
destination.  

 
Why not pop in or contact us now.  

 

CARRICK TRAVEL 
57-59 Port Street,  

Evesham, WR11 3LH 
Tel: 01386 41474 

Email: evesham@carricktravel.com  

mailto:evesham@carricktravel.com


 

 

Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  273118         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

  
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - NOVEMBER 2018 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Joss Muirie 07736 957310 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Contacts for       Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
St Barbara’s David Hunter   01386 882087      
Treasurer David Hunter   01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter    01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins   07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey   01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey     01386 881479  

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  
 

 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin         01242 620565 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 

Web Site 
 

www.bredonhillgroup.org 

Revd David Lewis                   Associate Priest 
01386 710394                        Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Ashton under Hill 
davidlewis648@btinternet.com  Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton 
 
Revd Rick Tett                      Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill  
01386 751152                      Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers        Roger Palmer          5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road     01386 881746 
 

Treasurer       Mike Sanger-Davies        01386 881910 
 
Parish Enquiries      Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                  amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net 
      Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon          01684 772237 
      Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall        01386 881349 
 

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Advertisement: 

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in December 
For this year, due to a reduced demand for the Worcester trip 
every fortnight, we now vary the destination on the fourth 
Friday each month. 

      7th and 21st to Bishops Cleeve        

      14th to Worcester 

     Nothing is planned for 28th December  

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 
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Please see page 2 for all the Christmas services around the Parish 

6th, 13th and 20th (no meeting on the 27th) 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                               6:00pm    

1st  Craft and Coffee Morning in aid of the Alstone Defibrillator Fund - see page 7 

   FOAG Charity Concert in Pershore Abbey - see page 14 for details 

2nd  Bredon Hill Group Advent Carol Service at Eckington           6:00pm 

4th  Ashton W.I. Christmas Meal at the Childswickham Inn                   6:00pm for 6:30pm    

5th  Beckford Gardening Club ‘AGM and American Supper’, Beckford V.H.             7:30pm  

7th  Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                 12:30pm 

8th  Overbury Christmas Bulb Sale, Overbury Village Hall                     10:00am 

   Candle lit Concert by Excelsa Voces in St Faith’s Church, Overbury - see page 12 

10th  Beckford W.I. Christmas Meeting, Beckford V.H.                                                  7:30pm 

11th  Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall               12:30pm 

12th  Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club Christmas Party, Teddington V.H.  2:30pm - 5:00pm 

   Ashton Celebration of Christmas, Ashton Church             6:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for January 

21st  Carol Singing Around Alstone - see page 6 for details 

23rd  United Parish Worship at Beckford                                                                         10:00am  

30th  United Bredon Hill Group Worship at Eckington               10:30am 


