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Parish Office: You can contact Amanda Bath, the Parish Secretary on 
the following days and times: 
 
Tuesday mornings: The Rectory, Bredon, 9am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Friday mornings: Beckford Village Hall,  9am to 12 noon:01386 881349  
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net   

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
However, please see notice on page 3 for arrangements while work is being carried out at  
St Faith’s. 
 

JANUARY Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

6th January 

Epiphany 

10:30am 

Village  

Worship 

Church Team 

9:00am 

BCP HC 

L Burn 

10:30am 

Family 

Service 

Lay Team 

  

9.00 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

  

  

 

13th January 

1st Sunday  

after Epiphany 

10:30 

Morning 

Prayer 

Church Team 

6:00pm 

Evening  

Prayer 

D Lewis 

10:30am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

  

20th January 

2nd Sunday 

after Epiphany 

  

9:00 am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

    

6:00pm 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

27th January 

3rd Sunday  

after Epiphany 

10:30am - United Parish CW HC at Ashton 

Nancy Murray-Peters 

 

6:00pm - Taizé Service at Elmley Castle 

David Lewis 

FEBRUARY 

3rd February 

4th Sunday  

after Epiphany 

  

10:30am 

Village 

Worship 

Church 

Team 

  

10:30am 

 Family 

Service 

Lay Team 

  

  

9:00am 

BCP HC 

Rick Tett 

Clergy:    Revd David Lewis      Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
 
Readers:   Roger Palmer 
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Taizé Worship: 
 
This January it will be ten years since I made my one and 
only visit to Taizé in eastern France. The village of Taizé is 
home to an international and ecumenical monastic  
community that was founded by the late Brother Roger just 
after the Second World War. Over the years it has become 
renowned globally for its ministry to young people and its  
distinctive style of worship. 
I vividly remember arriving at Taizé  on a Sunday afternoon, and going into the church. 
This was between services and it was almost deserted. As a building there was little to 
distinguish it. In fact it looked more like a sports hall than a place of worship. But the 
silence in there was overwhelming – it had a particular depth and quality to it and it felt 
like God was a tangible presence. 
I have other memories of my week’s stay. I was sharing a dormitory with a group of  
students from the Czech Republic, and inevitably they wanted to stay up half the night 
talking loudly to each other. When I struggled out of my sleeping bag before dawn I had 
to go outside in the snow to get to the showers, and then headed to a coffee machine 
some distance away to buy a warming drink before the first service of the day. The 
conditions were a bit primitive at times, but there was a joy in meeting people from a 
variety of countries and denominations. 
I have always enjoyed the Taizé  style of worship, with its candles and icons, and with 
its repetitive songs and chants in different languages. Many of these have a haunting 
beauty and simplicity to them. There is also the fact that at Taizé  there is normally no 
sermon as such. Nor is there somebody standing at the front ‘leading’ the worship.  
During my week at Taizé  the front of the church was decorated with an arrangement of 

clay pots, obviously intended as a visual focal-point that could  
stimulate thought and prayer. 
On Sunday 27th January I intend to put on some Taizé-style  
worship at St Mary’s in Elmley Castle, starting at 6pm and probably 
lasting about 40 minutes. On a dark winter evening it should be 
quite atmospheric. If you have never experienced Taizé before 
please consider coming along. It is not everybody’s cup of tea, but 
for some people it seems to open up a new way into a deeper  
spiritual life. At times the repetitive songs may seem banal, but if 
you are in the right mood they can become profound. 
 

                        David Lewis 

Wednesday Morning HC at St Faith’s 
 
A project is starting on Monday 7th January to install a universally accessible WC and 
kitchen area in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. Because of the work involved it will not be 
possible to hold the weekly Wednesday morning Holy Communion Service for the next 
few months.    
Alternative arrangements are under discussion but, for January at least, those from 
Beckford Group wishing to attend a midweek communion are invited to join existing 
services at Bredon (at 09:45am every Wednesday apart from the first in the month) or  
Little Comberton (10:00am every Wednesday with Holy Communion alternating with 
Morning Prayer: in January the HC services here will be held on the 9th and 23rd.) 
Those wanting to attend the Bredon service should contact Mary Doney 
(mary.doney@btinternet.com) to establish where the service is being held, as St Giles 
is extremely cold during the winter. She will be able to let you know if the service is  
being relocated to an alternative venue in Bredon. 

mailto:mary.doney@btinternet.com
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JANUARY 9:00am 
Usually BCP HC 

10:30am 
Usually CW HC 

6:00pm 

 
January 6th 

Epiphany 
 
                                
 

  
Besford                                    
Rick Tett 
Alstone                                    

David Lewis 

  
Little Comberton                                        

Rick Tett 
Bredon                                        

David Lewis 

  

January 13th 
2

nd
 Sunday after 
Epiphany 

Bricklehampton 
David Lewis 

Bredon’s Norton 
Rick Tett 

Eckington 
Rick Tett 
Overbury 

David Lewis 

 

January 20th 
3

rd
 Sunday after 
Epiphany 

 
                             
  

Eckington 
Rick Tett 
Beckford 

David Lewis 
                                      

Bredon 
Rick Tett 

Elmley Castle 
David Lewis 

                                        

Teddington 
David Lewis 

                                     

January 27th 
4

th
 Sunday after 
Epiphany 

 
                            
  

Great Comberton Roger 
Spiller 

Bredon’s Norton 
David Lewis 

Ashton  
Beckford Group  
United Service 

Nancy Murray-Peters 
Defford 

David Lewis 

  
 

Service Schedule from January 2019: 
Below is a reminder about the new pattern of clergy-led Sunday services being  
implemented from January 2019. 
Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in bold. The plan is to continue with a 
United Service each month but this may not always be on the fourth Sunday of the 
month. Services will now be held at either 9:00am, 10:30am or 6:00pm. 

We hear a lot about food banks but perhaps we know a lot less as to where they are 
and how they work? 
Our nearest food bank is at 76 Church Street Tewkesbury. It provides 3 days’  
emergency food for people in dire need. To qualify they must be referred to the food 
bank by a doctor, nurses, health visitors etc. All the food distributed is donated by  
local businesses, schools, charities and people like us. 

 
If you would like to take part by donating food, then it could not be 
simpler as we have set up 2 local drop off points, one in the porch 
of St Margaret's Alstone and the other in the porch of St Nicholas 
Teddington.   
You can drop off food at any time and we will take it into  
Tewkesbury at least twice a week. If you'd like more details or 
would like us to pick up from you then please contact: 
Anne Kyle  on 01242 620351, David Marsh on 01242 621139 or 

Kieran Whelan on 07753 345 060 
      Many thanks for your help with this new venture 
 
Foodstuffs and other items particularly being looked for are: milk (UHT), fruit juice 
(long life cartons), instant mash, sponge puddings (tinned), cereals, tinned  
tomatoes, vegetables and rice pudding, biscuits, tea bags, instant coffee, jams, tinned 
ham or other tinned meat and fish, tinned fruit, sanitary products, toilet rolls, shampoo, 
shower gel and small soap powders. 
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CATCH PROJECTS 2018 
  

The CATCH team joins me to thank you for your support and encouragement to us. The team 
has met all the objectives we set and we have worked with energy and commitment to serve 
the vulnerable children, women and families in Mzamomhle who are impacted by poverty,  
violence and AIDS.   
 
VANANI FARM SCHOOL INTERVENTIONS 
CATCH has had a long-term relationship with this school as most of the children are orphans 
or from the poorest families in the community. In 2017, two fieldworkers visited the homes of 
30 children referred by teachers in the school. It became clear that the families of these  
children were experiencing extreme poverty. Apart from lack of food security the unemployed 
parents did not possess life documents for example Identity Documents, Birth Certificates. Nor 
were families receiving disability or child grants. Many children in the families were not in 
school and no younger children attended early childhood education. The CATCH fieldworkers 
laboured with much perseverance to remedy these deficiences. All families started and  
continue to grow vegetables in their allocated plots at CATCH. Our current involvement with 
these families is to get those who are able, young people and adults, into employment. This 
year 12 people have attended Work Readiness Programmes, 4 young men are being trained 
to secure driving licences and 9 women, as I write, are enrolled in cooking classes.   
Unemployment remains very high but the acquisition of any skill can improve chances of  
employment. The aim of this programme which we call “Family Preservation” is to relieve the 
distress of the children in these families and work alongside the families to bring family  
sustainability.  It is a long term aim but a worthy one which is bringing good results. 
Because of the success of the Family Preservation Programme, CATCH implemented a  
second programme intervening in a further 80 families from the same Vanani School. Two 
CATCH staff, new to this type of work, have begun to visit the families of the children in Grade 
R and Grade 1 classes.  The infrastructure of the school is totally inadequate to the needs of 
the children.  Classes of 60 children are crammed into small rooms where there are no  
windows, the roofs leak and no one is able to move freely around. CATCH has purchased 
school uniforms and shoes for the 80 children in these classes. We will also bring them in  
August to CATCH for stimulation and learning.  We have begun to negotiate with the  
Department of Education to bring the two classes on to the CATCH property in order to relieve 
the stress experienced by the children and their teachers.   
 
CHILDREN’S CLUBS 
During the school holidays CATCH held our traditional Boys’ Holiday Club. Between 180 and 
200 boys arrived early over 9 days for breakfast and departed at 4:00 pm after an early hot 
supper. The theme of the club was “Caring for our Oceans” where our leaders focused on the 
pollution of our ocean with plastic and other pollutants. Crafts and games were around the 
theme. There was also time for fun movies, sports and team building. The boys really love this 
time at CATCH every July.  But we have complaints from the girls that they should have a 
turn.   
All clubs have been well attended by 620 children, although not all of them are present each 
time. CATCH started a Spelling Bee group and we are 
setting up a competition with a fellow NGO. Eventually 
we hope to be in the formal national competitions. Three 
soccer teams are performing well, remaining at the top 
of the League in which they are registered. CATCH was 
unable to register more than three teams as the  
Association suffered a reduction in the number of fields 
available. Transport on Saturdays to league matches 
continues to be a financial challenge. The boys are as 
dedicated as ever and there are never any discipline  
issues. Our soccer coach, Attie Malawu, has won an 
award for being one of the best coaches and is able to 
contribute to the lives of his players outside soccer,  
often giving advice, counselling and visiting homes. 
 
      Sue Davies and the CATCH Team 

Attie teaching about caring for 
the ocean and plastic pollution 
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News from the Chapelries 
We wish our readers a Very Happy New Year and thank everyone for their support in 
2018.  
 

January Services  

  January 6th:    9:00am, Alstone - Holy Communion with David 

      January 20th:  6:00pm, Teddington - Holy Communion with David  

  January 27th:  10.30am United Parish Holy Communion at Ashton  
 

From this month, services for the whole of the Bredon Hill Group of Churches will be 
covered by David Lewis, minister at Elmley Castle, and Rick Tett, curate at Eckington. 
Though we may have fewer services, the United Parish Holy Communions will be  
continuing but not in such a regular pattern as previously.  
Please note the earlier time for the morning Holy Communion services in the Chapelries 
and the later time of the United at Ashton. If you are unable to come to the above then 
do look at page 2 of this magazine where other services in the Beckford Group are 
shown. Also, if you would like transport to or can offer transport for a service then do let 
Anne on 01242 620351 or David Marsh on 01242621139 know. 
 
St Margaret's, Alstone, was the venue for the Chapelries Carol Service held on  
December 16th. This very happy event was well attended in 
spite of appalling weather that left everyone apprehensively 
"Dreaming of a Wet Christmas". The carols were joyously  
rendered and the children (reinforced by some not-so-young 
performers) joined in an enjoyable final rendering of "The 
Twelve Days of Christmas".  
Mulled wine, cordial and lots of naughty nibbles ended the 
proceedings. Thanks are due to all who took part by singing, reading, or providing  
refreshments.  
Special thanks go to Matthew Birch, our organist, and Alice Garrett who sang  
beautifully the first verse of "Once in Royal David's City". 

News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries 

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR OUR  

2019 B I N G O FUN N I G H T! 

 

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL    
Saturday, 2nd February - 7:30 pm start    

Tickets £7.50 (Includes your first 6 Bingo Game Cards)  
(Additional cards may be purchased on the night, bring your own drinks & nibbles)  

   

Call Brian or Sue for tickets on 620898/620264 or email  
brianforeman@btinternet.com  

Tickets are already being reserved so please book your tickets asap to avoid 
disappointment 

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
 

Please note that there will be NO meeting of the 50+ Club during January 

mailto:brianforeman@btinternet.com
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W(H)ITHER  THE  CHAPELRIES – COMMUNITIES  SOUNDINGS  RESULTS 
 

                                             IMPORTANT!    CHANGE OF DATE! 

 

The presentation of the results of the survey will now take place at 7:30 pm on  
Thursday 17th January (1 day later than previously published) in the Village Hall.    
Everyone is invited to attend, “churchgoers” or not. 
 
David Marsh will first present the results. He will then be joined by Anne Kyle and 
Kieran Whelan, the churchwardens, to field any questions and to respond to any other 
points raised from the floor.   

Please do come. As mentioned before,  
your opinions and suggestions are important to us. 

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL LUCKY NUMBERS CLUB 2018 

 

The Winners of the fourth 2018 Lucky Numbers Christmas Draw held on Tuesday, 
27th November at the Village Hall Committee Meeting were:-  
 
 

PRIZE NUMBER NAME 

£100 209 Pete Deverson 

£50 120 Kay Morrison 

£40 115 Anna Thomson 

£40 146 Sue Poole 

£30 82 Fiona Hubbard 

£30 157 Sue Chesters 

£20 18 Jonathan Floyd 

£20 178 Les Morris 

£15 52 Julie Taylor 

Congratulations to the 
winners. 
  Sue Carter 
  Lottery Organiser 

  01242 620264 

Teddington and Alstone Quiz Night 
 

Many thanks to everyone who supported this annual event on the 
24th November. Once again a fun evening was enjoyed by all and 
your generosity meant £355 was made for charity. 
As many of you will be aware, Teddington resident Michelle  
Gardner was involved in a serious car accident back in the  
Summer. She had to be cut from the car she was driving and  
airlifted to Southmead Hospital, Bristol. After several operations, 

she was moved to Gloucester and finally Tewkesbury Hospital.  
When I visited her she said, 'If it wasn't for the Air ambulance I 
wouldn't be here today'. 
For the Ambulance to lift off, and save lives, like Michelle's, costs 
£2,500. Therefore, I have sent our quiz money to this charity. 
 
Michelle is now home and with aid and carers can walk a few metres. So, thankfully a 
happy ending. 
                       Anne & Phil Clark 
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News From Beckford 

From the Beckford Registers 
 
Interment of Ashes:    
6th December 2018:     Jane Mary Scales    (died 6th November 2018) 
 
 
Beckford Carols by Candlelight 
 
The pealing bells heralded the service on Sunday 9th December and brought together 
folk from around Beckford parish to join in a joyful and atmospheric evening of carols 
and readings which was led by Revd David Lewis at his first Christmas in our midst.  
The sequence of well-loved and familiar carols unfolded, interspersed with the  
traditional readings, in the softly-lit church with many candles lending their glow to the 
stonework and beautiful  decorations – the product of much labour-of-love by the  
faithful ladies who take delight in enhancing the ancient building for all our special 
events.  At the point where the “Mystery of the Incarnation” was read, as the seventh 

reading, all electric lights were extinguished and 
the only light came from around ninety candles: on 
every ledge and in the hands of everybody present 
– a magical effect which added to the beauty of the 
spoken words and evoked the scene of earlier  
centuries. 

It was a particular pleasure to welcome five new residents to the Little 
Beckford part of our village and for them to meet their new neighbours in a 
social gathering afterwards, where we were all refreshed by wine (and soft 
drinks) kindly supplied and served by Jane and Mark, accompanied by 
Jane’s delicious sausage rolls and Jennifer’s excellent mincepies. We are 
very grateful to all of them for their generosity in completing such a happy 
evening. 

We were delighted to be able to send the sum of £142 to the charity 
Crisis at Christmas, to aid their valuable work in helping the  
homeless at the Christmas season, as a result of the collection at the 
service. 
 

 
Beckford Coffee Morning   
 
The first Coffee Morning of 2019 (and the first to be held since that in November) will 
take place on Friday 25th January from 10.30am to 12 noon in the chancel of  
Beckford Church. Do please come along and meet up with your friends, 
from this and other villages, together with occasional visitors, to compare 
notes on your seasonal celebrations and to exchange news.  As always, 
a minimum donation of £2.50 will secure coffee (or tea) – with free refills - 
and a choice of home-made cakes.   
All proceeds will be in aid of church funds.  See you there! 
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BECKFORD W.I. - December Report 
 
Our President, Margaret Darby welcomed 24 members and 1 visitor to the Village Hall 
on Monday 10th December. The last meeting had been our AGM and a new President 
and committee had been appointed. There are many roles that can be carried out by 
members even if they are not on the committee and it was heartening to see that these 
were taken up by volunteers keen to share the administrative tasks.  
Since the last meeting Beckford WI had hosted the Tewkesbury Group Carol Service at 
the church of St John the Baptist in Beckford. This had been well 
attended by all the WIs in the group and Margaret thanked all the 
members for their assistance in making the service meaningful and 
for help with the refreshments afterwards. Over £100 was collected 
in donations for the Midlands Air Ambulance, which was the  
chosen charity.  
The new programme of books to be read and discussed has been 
produced for the Bookworms book club.  
The programme of speakers for the meetings in the coming year will be available when 
members renew their subscriptions at the January meeting. There followed a short  
explanation about the way the speakers were chosen for inclusion on the list of  
approved speakers and members were encouraged to attend the various new  
speakers’ taster sessions at Churchdown.  
 It was with great sadness that the death of Margaret Lodge, one of the oldest members 
of Beckford WI who had only recently given up regular attendance at the meetings, was 
announced. She had been a stalwart member for many years.  

After the birthday posies were presented and the raffle was drawn, the 
social part of the meeting began. The hall had been decorated for 
Christmas and there were three quizzes to identify mystery objects. 
These included a selection of mystery foods/spices, some 20 sealed 
fabric bags containing objects to identify by touch alone and 20 photos 
of objects to name from details of their structure. These were a lot more 
difficult than it seemed at first! There was also a Christmas themed  
general knowledge round.  

Members had brought food to share and as usual there was a delicious selection of 
goodies.  
Once the quizzes had been completed we were entertained by Vale 
Connection, a ladies barbershop group, who sang a lovely selection of 
Christmas songs ranging from the medieval Gaudete song and the old 
Coventry Carol to “White Christmas” and “The Little Drummer Boy”. With 
their festive red and black outfits and the wonderful singing we really felt 
ready for Christmas. Margaret thanked them for entertaining us and  
encouraged them to join in the feast. 
The next meeting is on Monday January 14th at 7.30pm. This is a social 
evening designed to encourage everyone to find connections between one another and 
generally make new friends. Visitors are most welcome to join us. 
                Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary 
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News from Ashton under Hill 

The Christmas Fair on Saturday 24th November in Ashton under Hill’s village hall 
raised over £1,000, shared between St Barbara’s and St Richard’s Hospice. 
 
The Christingle service held on Sunday 2nd December followed a  
different style this year with the Christingle oranges assembled during 
the service. At the end, the candles were lit and a circle formed around 
the church. The service was conducted by Rev David Lewis with Judith 
and Nettie leading a less formal style of worship.  
The collection raised £83.15 for the Children’s Society. 
 
For the Ashton Celebration of Christmas on 12th December, the church was full and 
we enjoyed musical performances, carols, a presentation from Charles Archer as a 

shepherd and mulled wine with mince pies to finish off the evening. 
Children from Ashton First School sang and played seasonal tunes on 
the bells (Belle Plates). Ashton singers’ church choir with friends  
numbered 23 and treated us to some jolly songs and carols.  
The Collection raised £190 for St Richard’s Hospice.  
 

Thanks to the generous citizens of Ashton who supported all the above events. 
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to the Advent Carol service                    

and the Christmas services. 

St Barbara’s in the New Year 
 
Our services in January will follow the Parish pattern as set out in the new timetable. 

The time for ALL our services in St Barbara’s will be 10.30am from 
now on. This is both simpler to remember (!) and fits in with other 
clergy demands. 
In January the first Sunday will be a Village Worship Epiphany  
service, and the second Sunday a sung service of morning prayer. 
These will be led by the church team. 

The fourth Sunday in each month will constitute our Communion service led by one of 
the clergy. This is our one fixed clergy  
service in Ashton. 
The third Sunday in the month will provide an opportunity to worship at one of our 
neighbouring parish churches. 
Please look at the church notice board; we will publicise special services at  
different times around Easter. 
 

A Happy New Year to you all. 

A big thank you to all of those who helped with 

Carol Singing in Ashton on December 13th. We 

have been pleased to send the contents of the 

collecting boxes to Caring Hands in Evesham.                                                                                 

Special thanks to Eddie and Vicky at the Star for 

generously supplying us with delicious mince 

pies at the end of the evening. 
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          Stamps for MERCY SHIPS 
 

Please remember to save all your used stamps for THE MERCY 
SHIPS charity. There is a box in each church so do use it for all your  
stamps to help support this excellent charity. Stamps should be cut or 
torn off envelopes with a border of about 1cm. Please do not soak 
them off as they retain residues of adhesive that sometimes cause 
damage to other stamps.    

Mercy Ships has a very colourful, attractive, website where people can get lots of  
information about their work. This, of course, is general rather than the personal reports 
which we have had in the past. The ship, and team, tend to concentrate on work that  
requires a one off surgery so can make an immediate difference to lives: cleft palate and 
harelip, non malignant tumours, fistula, club foot and cataracts are some of the common  
treatments. 
I have recently sent of a box of stamps weighing three kilos which cost me over £13 in 
postage. If anyone feels inclined to drop an occasional £1 coin in the box to help out I 
would be grateful. Our total in 2018 was six kilos of stamps; a well worthwhile effort. 
Thank you everyone. During 2018 I have had to throw away very few damaged stamps 
so, again, thanks.  
                        Lynette Mantle 

ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - December Report 

 

Ashton under Hill WI met at the Childswickham Inn for our Christmas meal on Tuesday 
4th December. Twenty-eight members enjoyed an evening of conviviality, good food and 
chatting to friends. It was good to repeat our visit, as last year several ladies had been 
struck down by flu, and hadn’t been able to attend. Festive prizes were on offer in our 
special Christmas raffle which was organised by Jane Wilson. Henrietta Cook gave the 
vote of thanks to the staff and chefs for the excellent food and service. She also thanked 
the committee for their work during the year, especially in finding us interesting  
speakers, and for organising a full programme of outings and walks.   
 
A reminder was given about the various WI events happening in January, 
and a full programme of courses and activities is scheduled for the New 
Year up to April.  
A group went on the now annual trip to the ballet at the Evesham Arts  
Centre. The performance of the “Nutcracker” danced by the Vienna Touring  
Ballet was much enjoyed, rated as ‘perhaps the best ever’.  
The WFWI Carol Service took place in Worcester Cathedral on Sunday  
9th December to celebrate 100 years of the Worcestershire Federation. The Cathedral 
was packed with members from over the county. A volunteer choir sang  
modern carols under the direction of Kate Cheetham and there were humorous seasonal 
readings as well as the traditional ones. 

We are planning to keep up our healthy winter walks and an intrepid 
group followed a route around Temple Guiting in poor weather in late 
November. There is usually a stop at a coffee shop or lunch, and we 
will probably try to repeat this one in the summer months.  
 
Our next meeting will take place on Tuesday 8th January in the  
Village Hall at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Dawn Korner on her work 

in “Theatrical Costume”. We shall be looking at the new WI Resolutions for 2019 and 
re-visiting the topic of plastics and how to reduce their use in the environment. A busy 
New Year! 
                                                                                                  
                           Judith Hunter 
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News from Overbury 

Advent is a time of waiting and as I write we are looking ahead to Christmas celebrations. 
We started the month with an informal lay-led hour of readings, prayer and music, giving us a 
brief moment to reflect and gather our energy for the hectic weeks of preparation and  
pre-Christmas events. The first of these was Dagny Holland-Martin’s annual bulb sale on  
Saturday 8th December which produced a record-breaking and remarkable profit of £1,406  for 
the Friends of St Faith’s in only two hours!  Much hard work goes into making this event such a 
success and huge thanks are due to all those involved.   
 
The 8th December also gave us the beautiful, candle-lit concert in St Faith’s when Excelsa  
Voces gave us an evening to savour - see below for more details. 

Overbury CE First School held their annual Nativity and Carol Service 
on Tuesday 11th December in a church packed with parents,  
grandparents and siblings. Reception and Year 1 children had learned a 
great many lines which they declaimed with great confidence and  
feeling. Representatives from more senior years led the prayers and 
boys from Year 2 and Year 3 played carols on the zither and guitar  

respectively. The Revd Rick Tett, suitably clad in a Christmas jumper that twinkled lights,  
welcomed everybody and gave a blessing at the end of the service. 
Our own carol service during which the crib is assembled and the Christmas Tree is lit, took 
place on Sunday 16th and was followed, as is now our tradition, by a Bring & Share tea.  We 
were delighted to welcome a young visiting organist, Jake, who accompanied the congregation 
with great skill as we sang Away In A Manger. The service was led by Christine Clark. 
 
Looking ahead to 2019 we are preparing for the new, reduced programme of clergy-led services 
and hope to welcome parishioners from many other churches around Bredon Hill both to our 
monthly celebrations of the Eucharist and to services led by members of our lay team. PLEASE 
NOTE THE NEW SERVICE TIMES. Hitherto, every church around Bredon hill has had its own 
timings. In future, in order to be consistent and to make things less complicated both for the  
clergy and for those wishing to attend services elsewhere, morning services will now take place 
at 9:00am or 10:30am in every church. This will begin in Overbury with our Family Service on  
6th January at 10:30am. 
 
Most importantly, January also sees the long-awaited start of our project to 
install a WC and kitchen in St Faith’s. We are hoping that everything will be in 
place by the end of April! In the meantime, I am afraid that work will affect our 
midweek communion services. (see page 3 for details).  
 

Overbury and Conderton Parish Council 
The next meeting of the Parish Council has been arranged for Monday 14th January in  
Overbury Village Hall at 7:00 pm, and all members of the Parish are welcome to attend.   
The agenda and associated information will be displayed on the Parish Council notice boards 
and website (via www.overbury.org) prior to the meeting. Please contact Ros Long, Parish 
Clerk, on 01386 725111, or by e-mail at ros@overburyenterprises.co.uk, by Monday  
7th January if there are any matters that you would like to be included on the agenda.    

On December 8th, St Faith’s, Overbury were delighted to act as hosts to “A Concert for  
Winter,” performed by the extraordinary talents of Excelsa Voces. The spine-tingling  
harmonies and ingenious combination of voices interpreted modern and traditional songs from 
the 12th to the 21st century, and thrilled the audience who sat enraptured. Chris Long  

accompanied them on keyboards and Thomas McMahon played the cello 
exquisitely. The gentle candlelight and subtle lighting highlighted the 
stonework and structure of our beautiful church in a previously  
unimagined way, and long hidden details appeared and fascinated.  
This is the second year that Excelsa Voces have enchanted us, and we all 
hope that this will become a tradition.  

http://www.overbury.org
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St Faiths Church, Overbury 200 Club 
Here are the results of the December Draw which took place at the  

Bulb Sale in Overbury Village Hall on 8th December 2018 
Prize        Amount        Number                       Name 
1

st
           £192.50              32             St Faiths Church [from a donated number] 

2
nd

        £115.50              45             Faith Hallett for Alfred Hallett 
3

rd
          £  77.00              59             Faith Hallett for Max Hallett 

4
th
           £  57.75            129             Julian Winborne 

5
th
          £  38.50              99          Henrietta Southby 

6
th
          £  38.50              98             Alexander Southby 

7
th
          £  19.25              6             Angelina Rooney 

8
th
          £  19.25              79            Jane Carr for Jake 

9
th
          £  19.25            159            Edwina Cobb 

 
During 2018 we raised £2,235.00 with 50% going to St Faiths Church, £1,117.50 and 50% paid 
out in prize money, £1,117.50. 
Thank you to all who have supported us during 2018 and many congratulations to all the lucky 
winners. 
If you would like to join us and buy a lucky number for the two draws in 2019 please 
contact either Michael Randles on 01386 725564 or Pat Chambers on 01386 750358. 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: 

This year  OVERBURY STREET MARKET will take place on Saturday 13th July               

Save the Date! 

Overbury C of E First School Report 
 
Smart Trees 
Smart Trees is a Christmas experience in the heart of the Vale of Evesham. Fun for the  
whole family, it was a day out to remember. From the herd of reindeer, to the magical  
Christmas grotto, it was impossible to leave without bursting with Christmas spirit!  
Tower Class (Reception and Year 1) had a mischievous time exploring the  
grounds on a ‘12 Days of Christmas Trail’. 
  “My favourite part was stroking the reindeer. They’re so fluffy!” (N.B. Year 1) 
  “I loved the trail. When we got to 12 Drummers Drumming, I had to bang all of  
the drums in order. Then I got to see Santa!!” (H.M. Year 1) 
 
Class Report 
In light of recent festivities, Sundial Class (Year 4 and 5) have been discussing some BIG  
questions about faith.  Here are some of their ideas. 

What is the true meaning of Christmas?                                                                               
 

 I think that the true meaning of Christmas is spending time together, giving and  

  receiving gifts and to be grateful for what we have and what we get. To not be greedy. 

 The true meaning of Christmas is joy, smiling, happiness, friendship, generosity and  

  thankfulness.  

 Peace, family and coming together to celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

 I think the true meaning of Christmas is spending time with family and friends. 

 
What do you think???? 

 
At Overbury C of E First School we hope you had a very Happy Christmas and we wish you all a 
Happy New Year. 
 
If you would like any more information on any of these events, please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office on 01386 725235 or email office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk   

PLEASE NOTE, OUR SPACIOUS SCHOOL HALL IS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE.  

mailto:office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk


 

 
Page 14 

                 Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd 

At our meeting on November 26th, we welcomed Jem Teal,  
Community Development Manager, Wychavon District Council.  
Following the replacement of the roof, the hall faces the need for 
considerable interior refurbishment, and Jem was available to  

advise on possible sources of funding for this. 
Introducing himself, Jem said that he had been with Wychavon since 2001.His job  
involves working with many different kinds of community group, often assisting with 
grant applications. He has helped 42 village halls with their refurbishment programmes. 
He said that Wychavon were making grants under the 'New Homes Bonus' scheme, and 
applications under this scheme should come from the Parish Council. It was crucial that 
'need' for the grant was demonstrated, through consultation with the community, and 
that the hall was not looking to fund 'business as usual', but to provide further benefits to 
the community. Another possibility was to obtain a loan through the Public Works Loan 
Board.  He was aware of several halls which had done this, the loan being paid off by 
an increase in the Parish Council precept. 
The chairman thanked Jem for his helpful contribution, and he expressed his willingness 
to help in future: he is contactable by email or phone. In the meantime, we will be  
checking with the Parish Council the position regarding grant applications and loans, 
and also asking all member organisations and hirers what could be done to 'make the 
hall better'. Any development at the hall will need to be linked to the Neighbourhood 
Plan which is currently under development. 

 
Following this discussion, the committee considered various suggestions for fundraising 
activity over the next few months. There will be several events designed to attract the 
interest of all sections of our community, so watch this space! 
 
One further point. In the interests of security we have decided to change the code for 
the Keysafe every three months. If you have occasion to need the Keysafe, make sure 
you contact Andrea Saxby, our Bookings Secretary, to ensure that you have the right 
code. 
 
                       Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd 

New Year – New Venture 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recently I completed the eight-week long Bible Course delivered by 
the Bible Society. I found it a totally refreshing approach to the Bible,  
putting everything into context from Genesis to Revelation in a way  
anyone can understand.   
Finding it so inspirational I plan to run the Course starting on  
Thursday January 10th. 
If you are interested or would like further information, please contact 
me either via email: charlestarcher@gmail.com or on 7563 622333 or 
01386 881362.  
For a preview visit https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/
the-bible-course/                   
                                                             Charles Archer 

mailto:charlestarcher@gmail.com
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/the-bible-course/
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 SW Region Girl Guiding trip to Zambia 2018 
 

Following two years of planning, selections and  
fundraising our group of three leaders and eleven 
young women left Heathrow bound for their service 
trip to Zambia on 18th July 2018. We were leaving  
behind family friends and home comforts in exchange 
for a month in Zambia; mostly under canvas, eating  
unfamiliar food and sleeping on the ground. Ages 
ranged from the youngest at sixteen to the oldest 
aged sixty nine. 
 
An overnight flight took us to Johannesburg where we had to change for our short 
flight to Lusaka. A minibus met us and took us to a backpacker hostel where we had a 
night in comfortable beds, changed some money, bought some food to cook a meal 
and generally relaxed. A long walk to the bus station with heavy packs the following 
morning was followed by a long bus journey to Kitwe but this allowed time to observe 
Africa and get a feel for the country. Our hosts for the service part of our trip met us 
and transported us to their home where we were provided with a substantial meal and 
a camp site in a secure, walled and gated garden. Next day was Saturday so we did a 
substantial shop and spent time at the youth project at church. Sunday took us to 
church again and we experienced power cuts and water cuts. 

 
Monday was washing day and planning visits to our clinics and 
schools where our service projects were to occur. Service in  
clinics gave us a wide view of the health services available in 
Zambia. Basic health service is provided by the government:  
family planning is free, as are malaria, HIV and vaccination  
programmes. Nurses and health care assistants have to pay for 
their training, which is broadly similar to that of the UK. We  
participated in malaria testing, HIV testing, TB testing, ante and 
post natal clinics. Some of us attended births and I met Adam 
who was three years old, profoundly deaf, and undiagnosed: 
hopefully I have made a huge difference to him by bringing this to 

the attention of the village elders. During our time in Kitwe Chief Mumena heard about 
our visit and we were invited to spend two days visiting him and camping in his  
garden: a very well informed and welcoming gentleman. 
We had hoped to do some training with Girlguiding in Zambia but this proved  
impossible. Instead arrangements were made to go into some schools and introduce 
the idea of Guiding and Scouting to young people and adults so perhaps, in the  
future, new units will be opening. Games were played with boys and girls along with 
singing and dancing in the best of tradition. 
All too soon our service work came to an end and it was time 
for holiday. We left happy memories in Kitwe and returned to 
Lusaka for three days before being taken by bus to  
Livingstone. These days were filled with a visits to a church, 
and elephant sanctuary, a walking safari, an evening river 
cruise, two days on safari in Botswana and, finally, a visit to 
the Victoria Falls.  
 
The people were wonderfully welcoming and we felt safe whilst out and about and 
would not hesitate to return. 
                        Lynette Mantle 
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P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

0  1386 854797 
  07752 613814 

c&g 
Kitchens and bathrooms 

 

 

A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service 

and commitment to perfection. 
 

With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting 

service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation, 

our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.  
 

We also offer the following services: 
 

 Extensions         Building Renovations        Building maintenance   

Painting and Decorating  Built-in Wardrobes   Karndean Flooring 

 Garage Conversions    UPVC Windows, Doors and 

Conservatories  
 

For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today: 
 

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855 
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HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 

Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK  
                                UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 

mailto:railsendnursery@gmail.com


 

 

Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT  
 

Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire  
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.  

 

Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.  
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom. 

 

Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand, 
France.  Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.  

Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking. 
 

For further details please look at the website: 
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Star Inn 
Ashton under Hill 

01386 881325 
 

 Delicious Homemade meals using local 

produce 
 
 

 Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or 

tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from 

the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we 

would love to see you. All occasions catered for. 

2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri  

Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST 
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL 

WR11 7SQ 
 

Comfortable en-suite accommodation set 
in a quiet location 

Breakfasts include our own  
free range eggs and honey.     

      
    JENNIFER CREESE 

Tel: 01386 881266  Mobile 07767205968 
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 9.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2018 subject to T and Cs.  

Beckford Stores 
 

Main Street, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
01386 881248 : info@beckford-stores.co.uk 

 

Your Local Store 
 

Post Office, Coffee Shop, Newsagent 
 

Beckford Country Flowers 

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com 

Amanda Bucher -  

Remedial Massage Therapist 

 Home Visits to treat muscular postural 

injuries, pregnancy massage and  

  lymphatic drainage. 

 Weleda-advisor for natural skin and 

body care. 

 Weleda skincare and organic facial 

treatments. 

 Hatha Yoga Teacher 

 One-to-one Yoga for better health,  

  flexibility and strength. 

  Bookings - Amanda Bucher   

Mobile 07876214919 

      amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk 

amandabucher.co.uk 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 
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@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket Pavilion & Playing Fields 

 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
 

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes E Class Vehicles 

DOMESTIC 
HOME  

SUPPORT 
FRIENDLY &  

HELPFUL 
   SERVICE 

 General Help with  

 Everyday Tasks 

 Housekeeping/Cleaning 

 Shopping Trips 

 Doctor or Hospital  

 Appointments 

 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care 
Contact Jo for more  

information on 
0747 707 9516  

A complete Personal Taxation 
and Accountancy Service  

tailored to meet the individual  
needs of you and your business. 
 
For prompt, friendly advice and 

an initial free consultation  
contact: 

 
Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A. 
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway, 
Worcestershire WR12 7EU 

 
Tel/Fax: 01386 853653 

Email:  
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk 

mailto:amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk


 

 

G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  
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Thinking Holidays? 
 

Let CARRICK take care 
of it….. 

 
 
 

Carrick Travel is your local Independent 
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make 
you a coffee and have a chat about your  

future holiday plans.  
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham  
office have a huge range of exciting  

holidays on offer to suit all budgets and 
tastes.  

So if your next adventure is a seaside  
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city 

break then Carrick Travel is the perfect  
destination.  

 
Why not pop in or contact us now.  

 

CARRICK TRAVEL 
57-59 Port Street,  

Evesham, WR11 3LH 
Tel: 01386 41474 

Email: evesham@carricktravel.com  

mailto:evesham@carricktravel.com


 

 

Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  273118         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

  
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - NOVEMBER 2018 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Joss Muirie 07736 957310 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Contacts for       Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
St Barbara’s David Hunter   01386 882087      
Treasurer David Hunter   01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter    01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins   07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey   01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey     01386 881479  

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  
 

 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Rosie Atkin         01242 620565 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 

Web Site 
 

www.bredonhillgroup.org 

Revd David Lewis                   Associate Priest 
01386 710394                        Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Ashton under Hill 
davidlewis648@btinternet.com  Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton 
 
Revd Rick Tett                      Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill  
01386 751152                      Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers        Roger Palmer          5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road     01386 881746 
 

Treasurer       Mike Sanger-Davies        01386 881910 
 
Parish Enquiries      Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                  amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net 
      Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon          01684 772237 
      Fri  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall        01386 881349 
 

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in January 

 

      4th and 18th to Bishops Cleeve        

      11th to Worcester 

      25th to Ledbury 

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 

 

 
 

 

 

 

3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                               6:00pm    

4th  Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                 12:30pm 

8th  Ashton W.I. ’Theatrical Costume’, Ashton Village Hall               7:30pm 

14th  Overbury & Conderton Parish Council Meeting, Overbury V.H.        7:00pm 

   Beckford W.I. Social Evening, Beckford V.H.                                                           7:30pm 

15th  Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall               12:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for February 

17th  ‘Whither the Chapelries’ Sounding Results - see page 7 for details 

23rd  Beckford Gardening Club, ’Shakespeare’s Garden’, Beckford V.H.                    7:30pm  

25th  Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Ledbury 

   Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel                                10:30am - 12noon 

27th  United Parish Worship at Ashton                                                                            10:30am  

   Taizé Worship at Elmley Castle                  6:00pm 

Happy New Year and a reminder about your Subscriptions which are now due!! 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a happy and peaceful New Year. Many 
thanks to everyone who contributes with articles and notices for the magazine. I hope this 
will continue into 2019. If you have an interesting article or news to share please do send it 
to me - my contact details are on the directory at the back of the magazine. 
 
On a more practical note, can I remind you that your magazine subscriptions for 
2019 are now due. The cost will remain at £5 for the year - a real bargain.    
                                                                              Chris Godfrey, Editor 


