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Late February days; and now, at last,
Might you have thought that Winter’s
woe was past;
So fair the sky was and so soft the air.

William Morris

Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with
Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford
and Ashton under Hill.
FEBRUARY

Ashton

Beckford

10:30am
Village
Worship
Service for
Candlemas
with
Readings
and Hymns
Church
Team

6:00pm
Evening
Prayer
Lay Team

17th February
3rd Sunday
before Lent
24th February
2nd Sunday
before Lent

Alstone

Teddington

10:30am
Family
Service
Lay Team

3rd February
5th Sunday
before Lent

10th February
4th Sunday
before Lent

Overbury

10:30am
CW HC
R Tett

9.00 am
CW HC
R Tett

9:30am
Morning
Prayer
G Pharo

9:00am
United Parish CW HC at Beckford
L Burn
6:00pm
Evening
Prayer
D Lewis

10:30am
CW HC
D Lewis

MARCH

3rd March
Sunday next
before Lent

10:30am
Village
Worship
Pre-Lent
Service
Church
Team

9:00am
BCP HC
L Burn

9:00am
CW HC
D Lewis

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury.
However, until further notice, the Overbury service will be held at Beckford church.
Clergy:

Revd David Lewis

Readers:

Roger Palmer

Revd Rick Tett (Curate)

Parish Office: You can contact Amanda Bath, the Parish Secretary on the
following days and times:
Tuesday mornings: The Rectory, Bredon, 9am to 12noon: 01684 772237
Thursday mornings: Beckford Village Hall, 9am to 12 noon:01386 881349
or amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net
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Beast from the East
By the time you read this we may be in the grip of wintry
weather, with snow and ice and biting winds from
Scandinavia or Siberia afflicting us. If so we shall be treated
to dramatic headlines about the return of ‘the Beast from the
East.’
Every year when we reach February I am reminded of the coldest night of my life. It
was spent on a railway platform at a village called Geilo in the middle of Norway. In
February 1993, along with two companions, I had spent ten days camping in a tent,
using it as a base for cross-country skiing. Mostly the temperature was around minus
14C, which was tolerable with the right equipment. In fact it was a mild winter by local
standards: on a subsequent camping ‘holiday’ in the same place it was closer to minus
30C.
At the end of the trip we needed to catch the train to Oslo so that we could fly back to
the UK. Unfortunately departure time, on the single-track ‘mainline’ from Bergen to
Oslo, was at 3.30am. Having packed our equipment the previous afternoon we skied
into the village and had a meal. But by 9pm we were on the platform, with six hours to
wait. The station was dark and deserted, and the waiting room was firmly shut and
locked.
And then the cold began to close in, dominating everything. There is something
frightening about the cold: it is utterly inhuman and a remorseless enemy. We paced up
and down in futile efforts to generate heat. We played cards, hoping to distract our
minds for a few minutes as the time crawled by. Every hour or so a freight train rattled
through, blasting us with freezing air from its slipstream.
Eventually, at about 3am, a railway official appeared from somewhere and unlocked
the waiting room. A handful of other passengers emerged from their cosy hotels and we
crowded into it. Once on board the train, and surrounded by gratuitous warmth, we fell
asleep almost immediately.
Why am I telling this story? I suppose that every winter it helps me to truly appreciate
the fantastic blessing of a warm bed. Maybe it has given me a little more sympathy for
anybody sleeping out on the street – a predicament that doesn’t bear thinking about. It
seems absurd that with the sixth or seventh largest economy in the world our country
cannot marshal the resources to help these people.
Also, looking back 26 years from a state of middle-aged frailty, the platform at Geilo has
a strange nostalgia attached to it. A skiing expedition in the middle of Norway made
you feel very cold – and very alive at the same time.
David Lewis
Wednesday Morning HC at St Faith’s, Overbury
A project is underway at St. Faith’s to install a universally accessible WC and
kitchen area. Because of the work involved it will not be possible to hold the weekly
Wednesday morning Holy Communion Service for the next few months.
Alternative arrangements have now been made for the service to be held at
10:00am on Wednesday mornings at St John the Baptist, Beckford.
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New Service Schedule for 2019:
Below are the clergy-led Sunday services in the new schedule being held around the
Bredon Hill Group for February.
Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in bold. As you can see, the United
Service for February is on the third Sunday at Beckford at 9:00am.
Please see inside the front cover for the full list of Beckford Group services during
February.
FEBRUARY

9:00am

10:30am

February 3rd

Besford - D Lewis

Little Comberton - D Lewis

Teddington - R Tett

Bredon - R Tett

Bricklehampton - D Lewis

Eckington - S Dangerfield

Bredon’s Norton - R Tett

Overbury - R Tett

Eckington - R Tett

Bredon - S Dangerfield

Beckford
Beckford Group United
Service
Leonard Burn

Elmley Castle
Roger Spiller

Great Comberton - D Lewis

Ashton - D Lewis

February 10th

February 17th

February 24th
Bredon’s Norton - R Tett

Defford - R Tett

6:00pm

Alstone
David Lewis

2019 Bredon Hill Group Lent Course and Lent Lunches
Lent Course
Material for this year’s Lent Course is being finalised, but at the time of
printing, full details are not available.
Dates, times and venues will be given in the March edition of the
magazine with the first meetings expected to take place in the week
commencing 10th March.
Lent Lunches
Similarly, final details of the Lent Lunches to be held around the
Bredon Hill Group are not known at the time of printing.
However, it is hoped that there will be several lunches held and full
details will also be given in the March edition of the magazine.
It is envisaged that they will take place on Fridays during March
between 12:00pm and 2:00pm when soup and rolls will be served.
Donations will go to St Richard's Hospice.
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PREPARATION OF NEW 2019 CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
What is this and does it apply to me? It is the list in every
parish of all those entitled to vote on elections within
the Church of England and nothing to do with general or
local elections. You can also be a member of your church
DCC (District Church Council), the PCC (Parochial Church
Council) and even be elected a church warden.
2019 sees a full renewal of the Church Electoral Roll. This means that any parishioner
wishing to be included on their church Electoral Roll must complete an application
form. Even if you are currently on the Roll you will have to complete a form to be
included on the new Roll.
Please see individual church pages for more information.

Beckford Group Parish
Annual Church Meetings and Elections March 2019
The Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place
on Thursday 28th March at 7.30 pm in St John the Baptist Church, Beckford.
Local Annual Church Meetings will be held prior to this meeting on the following dates:
Beckford:
Ashton:
Overbury:
Chapelries:

Thursday 7th March in St John the Baptist Church at 7.00 pm
Thursday 14th March at St Barbara’s Church at 7.00 pm
Tuesday 19th March in Berkeley House at 7.00 pm
(Alstone and Teddington)
Thursday 7th March in Teddington Village Hall at 7.30 pm
Everyone is most welcome
These meetings are open to everyone who lives in the Parish, or who is on the
Church Electoral Roll. Please come along to hear reports on the past year’s
activities and to have your say about the future.
Teddington and Alstone Foodbank Update January 2019
In December our two villages started collecting and donating to the local food bank in
Tewkesbury. We did wonder how much support for this we would get. Well, we were
absolutely delighted with the initial response and indeed with the steady supply of
ongoing donations.
The collection points are in the porches of our two churches. We then make drop-offs
into Tewkesbury once or twice a week. So far we have made 4 drop-offs. They even
know our names now i.e. ‘Teddington and Alstone villages again’!
Like many charities the Tewkesbury Food Bank is run by volunteers. They are located
at 76 Church Street Tewkesbury and provide 3 days emergency food for people in
dire need. To qualify people must be referred by a doctor, nurse, health visitor etc.
Perhaps surprisingly, they are also looking for donations of loo rolls,
clothes (they have a rack with clothes on outside the shop which people
can try on and take away), sanitary products, shampoo, soap, and of
course, food. They are particularly short of UHT milk, cartons of fruit
juices, instant mash, cereals, tinned food of all sorts, biscuits, tea bags,
instant coffee and the like.
If you would like more details or would like us to pick up from you then please contact:
Anne 01242 620351, David 01242 621139, or Kieran 07753 345 060.
Many thanks for your support with this new venture.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The Beckford & Ashton under Hill Branch are this month launching a new
initiative to hold occasional talks and discussions for members and others
who may like to come. The first one, ‘Defending the Realm – a View from
the Bridge’, features Captain Christopher Belton, Royal Navy who will
talk about the Navy in general and his own career which included commanding a nuclear submarine.
It will be held in the Committee Room at Overbury Village Hall on Wednesday,
13th February at 2:30pm. Places will be limited as it is intended that this should be
more of a fireside chat than a lecture. There will be no charge for members; others will
pay £3.50. If you would like to come, please call 01386 725206 or email
faith.hallett1@gmail.com.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
A women-led, global, ecumenical movement,
(previously known as Women’s World Day of Prayer)
This year’s service will be held at St Nicholas’ Church in
Kemerton on Friday 1st March at 2:00pm. This year it has been
prepared by the women of Slovenia. Let’s hope and pray that it
doesn’t snow heavily as it did last year.
Everyone is welcome, as always.
Along with the information about the Day of Prayer, was an invitation to any ladies who
might be interested in developing their prayer life and finding out more about
creative prayer.
There is a weekend Conference to be held at the Hayes Conference Centre in
Derbyshire from 3rd-5th May. Details and booking form available at:
https://www.wwdp.org.uk/y-pray-2019-3/
If you don’t have access to the Internet and are interested, do contact me on 01684
773164.
Pam Frith
TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB
Friday 22nd February, 2:30pm – 4:30pm
Entrance fee of £3.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake
plus all participation activities for those wishing to take
part
Family and friends most welcome.
For more information call Sue on 01242 620264, Brian on
01242 620898
or email susancarter1402@gmail.com

Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be meeting on
Tuesday 19th February at 7:30pm in Teddington Village Hall
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News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries
February 3rd:
February 10th:
February 17th:
February 24th:

February Services
9:00am, Teddington - Holy Communion with Rick
9:30am, Alstone Morning Prayer with Graham
9:00am, Beckford - United Parish Communion with
Leonard Burn
6:00pm, Alstone Evening Prayer with David

Please note the earlier time of 9:00am for the morning communion services in the
Chapelries and the United at Beckford. This earlier start was introduced last month and
will continue for the future. If you are unable to come to our services at this time then do
look at page 2 of this magazine where other services in the Beckford Group are shown.
Service details for the wider Bredon Hill Group are on page 4.
If you would like transport to or can offer transport for a service then do let Anne on
01242 620351 or David Marsh on 01242621139 know.
Christmas Services and Carol Singing
Thank you to all who organised, participated in and attended our Christmas events and
particular thanks are due to those who provided the welcome
refreshments for these gatherings. Attendances were especially good
this year and the collections and generous donations enabled us to
send £309 to the Children’s Society Charity.
Renewal of the Electoral Roll
The full renewal of the Chapelries (that is Teddington and Alstone) Church Electoral
Roll takes place during February. All those currently on the Roll and those new to the
villages will receive forms to complete should they so wish. There will also be some
blank application forms in both churches. Please return all completed forms to Kieran in
Teddington or Betty Beckman in Alstone by February 28th.
If you would like more information or for us to collect completed forms, please contact
Kieran on 01242 620763 or Anne on 01242 620351.
Date for your Diaries :
March 31st: The Chapelries Mothering Sunday Family Service will be held at
Teddington church at 10:30am . We very much hope that the many families who came
to our very successful Christmas services will join us again for this service for all the
family.
CHAPELRIES CRIB AND CHRISTINGLE SERVICE
St. Nicholas Church, Teddington was once again host for the
Chapelries Crib and Christingle service on Christmas Eve. This year
the service was lay led and it was wonderful to have a full church,
including some 35 children. The children were very much part of the
service, helping to light the Advent candles, bringing up the figures to
assemble the crib, and of course receiving their Christingles and spreading
the light from candles. They also sang the first verse of ‘Away in a Manger’
beautifully. It was a magical start to Christmas and a very happy occasion, with
mulled wine, fruit juice and mince pies afterwards for everyone to get together.
The church looked stunning thanks to the amazing Teddington Church Flower
Ladies who give so much time to enhance this beautiful building.
We were also very lucky to have Matthew Birch playing the organ and Alice
Garrett to sing the first verse of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ and lead the descants
of the carols. Our special thanks to everyone who helped create all the
Christingles, and all those who served the mulled wine and mince pies.
The collection, in aid of the Children’s Society, realised £135.
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News From Beckford
From the Beckford Registers
Interment of ashes:
9th January 2019: Patricia Mary Perry (died 12th December 2018)
Beckford’s Christmas Services
Because of its proximity to the Christmas festival – with some already away and
others frantically preparing - a smaller-than-usual congregation attended our Beckford
Group United Service in Beckford Church on 23rd December when we welcomed
Revd Doug Chaplin, Head of Mission Development for the Diocese, on his first visit to
our church. Nevertheless it was a joyful and rewarding occasion and Doug chose two
young children, who with their parents were Christmas visitors to the village, to light
the Advent wreath, which they did with aplomb.
Beckford’s only service over Christmas itself, was the Crib and
Christingle service late in the afternoon of Christmas Eve led by Graham
Pharo. About 50 people attended for the distribution of the Christingles
and the setting-up of the Crib. Fortunately a replacement baby and
manger had been obtained in time, to replace those stolen earlier in the
month so the cast of figures was complete.
The collection raised £114 for the Children’s Society.
February United Service – Beckford Group
In this year of changing service patterns, it falls to Beckford Church to break the
mould for united services by holding one on the unaccustomed third Sunday,
17th February, instead of the usual fourth Sunday, and at the earlier time of 9am,
thus conforming with our allocated slot for monthly priest-led services.
We recognise that attendance an hour earlier than usual – especially in the dark days
of February – is a big ask but think of it this way: spiritual duty done, a social
gathering with friends over coffee and biscuits, then the rest of the day
ahead! In view of the hour and in consideration for our neighbours, it’s
been decided that the bells (which would have to start about 8.20am)
will not be rung to herald this service. But please set your alarm clocks
and join us!
Beckford Electoral Roll
In common with all other churches, the Beckford Electoral Roll has to be entirely
replaced this year, as it does every six years. All those currently listed on the roll, and
anyone else who wishes to be included, should collect an application form from inside
the church and, having completed it, leave it in the envelope in church or hand it to
Laurence Alexander (tel: 01386 881814).
Beckford Coffee Morning
The next Coffee Morning will take place in Beckford Church on
Friday 22nd February between 10.30am and 12 noon. It will be
good to meet up again for a time of chat and catch-ups over a coffee
or tea and selection of home-made cakes. A minimum donation of
£2.50 is asked and free refills of your favourite beverage are always
available.
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Margaret Patricia Lodge
My wife, Margaret died unexpectedly on November 13th after a
very short illness, in Gloucestershire Royal Hospital, who did
everything they could for her.
On behalf of myself, daughters Susan and Sally and all the family,
we express our most sincere thanks for all the messages of
sympathy that have been received. It is hoped to thank individuals
personally but it may take some time as there were so many of you.
This support and help by so many of you in the village and the surrounding area in
addition to that from the family, gave me strength to carry on during this sad time.
Thank you all.
The Funeral Service took place on December 17th for various reasons in The Vale
Crematorium, near Fladbury. It is a brand new Crematorium, only opened the previous
week, in open country and when the landscaping becomes established will be in a very
good setting. The Chapel is spacious, modern, carpeted and warm. The layout and
organisation are efficient. The view from the grounds over open countryside is
excellent showing Bredon Hill, the Cotswolds and the Malverns.
The Service was conducted by a Civil Funeral Celebrant, Mrs. Fiona Rhodes who spent
many hours with us finding out about Margaret and her lifestyle and we thank her for
that. Merstow Green Funeral Home made all arrangements and thanks are given to
them for their friendly, personal and caring service at all times.
The Chapel which has seating for 100 people was just about full. Fortunately, on the
day, the weather was fine, sunny and mild for the occasion.
A Reception, held in Beckford Village Hall, was well attend and thanks are given to
Bishop Catering for an excellent repast.
Special thanks are also given to the Hall organisers for a warm and convivial setting.
Donations will be divided between the RNLI and Beckford Nature Reserve but the
amount will not be finalised until mid January.
On behalf of all the family, I thank all of you for making it a memorable goodbye to
Margaret.
John Lodge
Events in February
2nd February: Groundhog Day
In the U.S.A., a weather-forecasting ritual takes place known as
Groundhog Day. The groundhog (woodchuck) is said to emerge from
hibernation on this day to check out the weather: if it is dull or wet he
stays up and about because winter will soon be over, but if he can see his
shadow he goes back to his burrow to sleep for another six weeks.
10th February: The feast day of St Scholastica
St Scholastica is the lesser-known sister of St Benedict who founded the Benedictine order of
monks in the early 6th century. St Scholastica’s Day is remembered in Oxford as the date of a
dispute in 1355 that escalated into a three day riot in which 63 students were killed. It was
apparently sparked by a complaint about the quality of wine served to a group of students at the
Swindlestock Tavern and fuelled by the tension between town and gown that already existed in
the city.
‘On the 10th of February a dire conflict took place between the students of the University and
the citizens. The contest continued over three days. On the second evening, the townsmen
called into their assistance the country people and, thus reinforced, completely overpowered the
scholars of whom numbers were killed and wounded. The citizens were consequently debarred
the rites and consolations of the church and their privileges were greatly narrowed. They were
heavily fined and an annual penance for ever was enjoined that on each anniversary of
St Scholastica, the mayor and sixty-two citizens attend at St Mary’s Church, where the Litany
should be read at the altar and an oblation of one penny made by each man.’
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News from Ashton under Hill
We were delighted with the large numbers attending the Christmas services at
St Barbara’s, including the three carol services for Bredon Hill Academy. It was a busy
time but a great pleasure to see so many faces.
Details of Christmas collections are below.
There will be challenges in the new year but we are looking forward to these. As a
regular fixture, the fourth Sunday in the month is scheduled as our Holy Communion
service. In February there will be a Village Worship service on the second
Sunday, 10th February.
In March there will be Village Worship on the first Sunday, 3rd March.
Mothering Sunday falls on the 31st March because of the lateness of
Easter this year, and we have already decided on a team-led service.
There will be posies for all, with refreshments.
Our treasurer writes: ‘Over the past year, St Barbara’ s congregation has
raised funds for a number of charitable causes, local, national and
international. These amounted to £2,150 The major donations were to
St Richard’s Hospice - £635 of which £430 was raised by the Christmas Fair, and to
the CATCH project at Mzamomhole - £415 including the Christmas collections. The
Christingle service separately raised £83 for the Children’s Society.
Whilst we are a small church we continue to regard support of charitable causes as an
important part of our role. We are grateful to the wider community for its support of
these efforts and generosity in other ways – funeral collections at St Barbara’s for
example, saw a further £1500 sent to a range of charities.’
We normally open St Barbara’s every day for the benefit of villagers and visitors alike.
We want it to remain an important part of village life and everyone is welcome to come
in and share its peace as and when they wish.
St Barbara's Services in February
3rd February: NO SERVICE at St Barbara's
10th February: Village Worship. Service for Candlemas with readings & hymns.
24th February: Holy Communion
ALL SERVICES AT 10:30am

ASHTON UNDER HILL – Open Gardens 2019
The event of the summer! Forward planning is already underway for the weekend of
8th/9th June for Open Gardens. Obviously we are hoping to enjoy the wonderful
weather of last year, which makes the occasion even brighter and better.
Appeal
We are always looking for new ideas as well as the traditional mix of
stalls. I am co-ordinating a stall to sell jams and home preserves as we
have done very well with these in the past. Would anyone be able to
make a few jars for us, or donate from their store-cupboard?
I can supply standard size new lids which are preferred for sales. I trust
that jars will be well washed before being filled! Produce from stock
should ideally not be more than two years old (three at most).
I realise that June comes before the main fruit season but a friend recently turned up
with some fabulous jam made from bags of fruit found in her freezer. It does very well
and might be a project for winter home days. Marmalade oranges are now in the shops
too.
Thank you in advance, Judith Hunter, Ashton 882087
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News from Overbury
Christmas in Overbury was a joyful affair. Following our own and the school’s carol
services, reported on last month, Grasshoppers once again performed their annual
nativity in the church in front of lots of proud parents and grandparents. We were then
fortunate to have a visiting preacher, Revd. Doug Chaplin, Mission Development Officer
from Worcester Diocese, to lead our Midnight Communion on Christmas Eve. This was
well attended and the candlelit church looked very beautiful. On Christmas Day itself,
our service was led by Michael Randles with Anthony Hallett telling us a moving story
about his time in the Navy when a baby was left on board an aircraft carrier.
January has begun with an ecclesiastical flourish at St Faith’s as we have been blessed
with a visit from the Bishop of Worcester who came, at short notice, to lead our Holy
Communion on Sunday 13th January. We were delighted to welcome a much larger
than usual congregation to the service and our visitors will not have been disappointed.
It was a wonderful, morale boosting occasion and one which we will long remember.
On a more secular note, we are delighted to report that work has started on our WC
and kitchen area. The altar frontal chest has already been re-housed behind the altar
where it looks very splendid. We are keeping fingers crossed that the project will be
completed by early April. On 17th January, a circular seat kindly donated by Tim
Holland-Martin was delivered and is now in the Garden of Remembrance so that people
can sit under the cork oak tree and enjoy the peace in front of the Memorial Cloister.
Visiting our churches
We don’t have so many services in our churches now – at least for the time being. But
the buildings are there, open almost every day and ready to welcome visitors. And it’s
not just the architecture that is remarkable. Whether you believe in God or not, the
peace and silence are both welcoming and healing and even a few minutes in there can
provide unexpected comfort and rejuvenation. We are all so frantic these days that
taking a little time out just to think or reflect (let alone pray) is often pushed into the “no
time” pile. Our media is full of healthy living and wellness stories and we are constantly
told what to eat and not to eat to make us super healthy but there is rarely mention of
caring for our overworked minds and souls, of the importance of giving ourselves a little
space from time to time – not to DO anything, just to BE. As Churchwarden, I often
have to pop into St Faith’s for one reason or another. If I am honest, I must confess that
I usually do so in a frantic hurry and rather grumpily, but I never fail to be stopped in my
tracks as soon as I go in through the door as the centuries of prayer seem to emanate
from the ancient pillars and provide an instant feeling of calm.
If you don’t ever go inside any of our beautiful ancient buildings, do give it a go. Visit
one on your own. I think you may be pleased and surprised.
Renewal of the Church Electoral Roll
Application forms for enrolment on the Church Electoral Roll can be found in the church
and completed forms can be returned to Chris Clark. Please speak to Faith Hallett, the
church warden, if you need any more information.
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BECKFORD W.I. - January Report
Our President, Margaret Darby welcomed 27 members and 1 visitor to the Village
Hall on Monday 14th January. She thanked the members who had organised the
Christmas meeting, recognising all the hard work that had gone into it. She
extended a warm welcome to our first visitor of 2019. The meeting was primarily a
social one where members would get to know each other a little better. Since the
last meeting many of the members had attended the funeral of Margaret Lodge who
had been a member of Beckford WI for many years. It is planned to celebrate her
life in the summer with a suitable event such as a picnic in her memory.
There are a number of projects being planned including an extension of the Knit and
Natter sessions making them Craft and Chatter sessions with a wider range of
activities being carried out. The Bookworms Book Club is due to meet before the
end of the month and the list of books to be discussed this year has
been emailed to all members. There will be the opportunity to
refresh our First Aid qualification with a day course one weekend
and the Centenary of Gloucestershire Federation of WIs is to be
marked by a number of events including a vintage fair at
Cirencester in the summer and an exhibition in Gloucester
Cathedral in October.
Pam Grice drew our attention to the members’ packs which were
distributed on the payment of the subscriptions for the 2019. The programme of
speakers was included and there is a fine range of topics that should appeal to
everyone. Members then listened to Margaret Darby run through the six resolutions
that we had to vote on for their inclusion in the NFWI Annual meeting in June. These
resolutions covered topics ranging from women’s health issues to environmental
concerns about bio security and tree planting and also including a resolution about
improving rural bus services. The members then voted and the results will be sent to
the GFWI.
After the birthday posies were presented and the raffle was drawn the social part of
the meeting began. Since this was the first meeting of 2019 it was decided to
encourage members to see if they could make connections and identify things in
common and as a result get to know one another better. The room was set out with
five tables and each table had a set of discussion questions on a particular topic.
Each member was given a strip of paper with the numbers 1-5 on in random order.
They went to the table numbered first on their list and joined the
group of about six people there. Then they talked about a topic
which varied from areas such as Early Life, Work, Travel plans,
Aspirations and Skills. It was amazing the common ground we
discovered and the unusual things we found out about each
other. We spent about 10 minutes on each table and then
moved on to another table with a different topic and a different
group of people. Ten minutes didn’t seem long enough and the time flew by.
Refreshments were taken and people carried on talking about the things they had
found out.
The next meeting is on Monday 11th February at 7.30pm at Beckford Village Hall
where the speaker is Jane Gascoyne who is a member of the Red Hat Society,
which is a group of women dedicated to enjoying life and having fun! Do come
along. All visitors are most welcome.
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - January Report
Ashton under Hill WI welcomed in the New Year on January 8th with a goodly number
of members present, twenty nine to be precise. Two visitors came, including Marjy’s
sister, to hear our speaker on ‘Theatrical Costumes’.
Mollie Groom started us off as ever with a rousing accompaniment to “Jerusalem” and
Marjy reminded us to look at the full programme of events offered by Worcestershire
Federation for the Spring.
Marjy mentioned briefly the Resolutions which are very varied this time – plenty to think
about before casting our votes next month. We re-visited the topic of
Plastics: some ideas for replacement covers in food use and a whole project to make
bricks out of 2 litre bottles were very interesting (and achievable!). Further re-cycling
took place with our collection of unwanted bras to raise funds for the ‘Haven’
Breastcare Unit at Worcester Hospital via Malvern WIs.
We were delighted to welcome as speaker for the evening Dawn Korner, an
Ashton resident with a fascinating job. Dawn works as a freelance costume-maker for
theatrical productions and brought along photo albums and paper designs of the stage
costumes she has made over the years. We were amazed at the skill she has
developed in this field. What she does is to turn a sketch or drawing sent by the show’s
designer into a fully made item. Dawn starts by creating her own patterns
in calico on a model before going on to paper patterns and cutting out.
The most recent costume she was responsible for was created in bright
emerald fabric for the big West End show “Wicked” – a complicated
design with floaty panels and contrast sleeves. She is an expert in
‘doublet and hose’ type historical costumes which she has been
commissioned to make for the RSC, and has created operatic dresses
for Glyndebourne. Dawn has her own garage workshop, but travels to
London or other venues for fitting sessions. As well as looking
glamorous, costumes have to survive several months of wear and tear
and allow the actors room for movement. Sometimes huge poppers are
used for fastening, often hidden by buttons or bows, but occasionally a
designer demands period type fastenings. Dawn started her career
straight from school as her mother and grandmother worked as seamstresses in the
theatre in Sheffield and invited her to ‘come and see if you like it’. Her grandparents
had both been music hall performers so the theatre was a family tradition.
As a hobby and for relaxation(!) Dawn has developed other craft skills. She finished the
evening by giving a demonstration of the art of Japanese braiding which uses bobbins
a little like lace-making and she is a also a member of the Beadworkers Guild. She has
produced very fine work for them, and her most recent creation was a Christmas quilt
which we all admired. Gail Cook gave the vote of thanks and at the end many of us
crowded round to get a closer look at the beautiful items produced by this very
talented lady.
Penny Scotland and Jen Creese served refreshments and the raffle was
drawn.
The next meeting is the Birthday Meeting in the Village Hall at 7:30pm on
Tuesday 5th February - with cake. The entertainment is by “Ukulele Phil”,
cheekily entitled ‘ Fun with a G string’. All welcome.
Judith Hunter

Page 13

Bredon’s Norton Art History Society
Bredon’s Norton Village Hall
Spring Term: Tuesday 26th February – 2nd April, 2.30pm until 4.30pm
26th February: Jude Barrett from the Ashmolean Museum will present
a lecture on “Hoards and Treasure”
5th March - 2nd April: Paul Chapman will present a series of
five lectures on“Great British Female Artists
of the 20th Century”
Course fee is £55 for the term.
For further details, please contact Russell Wright:
01242 676189
russellwright@yahoo.co.uk

Quiz Night, in aid of Beckford Village Hall
Friday 1st March 7.30 (doors open 7:00pm)
£9 per person tables/teams of 6
Hot food will be served
Bring your own drinks (and glasses please)
Book your places with either Anne or Paul Worrall tel: 881508 or
prworrall@yahoo.co.uk
Limited tables so book early please.

Food for Thought and Wonder
This new group has just started meeting in the Quaker Meeting House in Evesham
(28 Cowl Street). It takes place on the second Wednesday of each month with a
choice of times between 3.00pm–4.30pm and 7.30pm–9.00pm. The next meeting is
on 13th February.
The group was suggested by Peter Knight, who also attends the meetings. He is a
retired Anglican priest and ran a similar group in Malvern Link, when he was Vicar
there, called Spiritual But Not Necessarily Religious.
It has been publicised through various media, with its ethos being conveyed by
material such as:
What nourishes your inner self? What inspires you? Some people turn to scripture,
but religious people and non-religious people alike are also moved - even changed by the arts (music, literature, images), the natural world, relationships, experiences
…
Although the venue is the Quaker Meeting House, this is not an attempt to persuade
you to join the Quakers or any sort of church or religious organisation. It is simply an
independent opportunity to share our deepest experiences; to find food for our inner
selves and companions for the journey. All are welcome.
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CATCH PROJECTS 2018
Below is the second part of the CATCH report which was in the January magazine.
FOOD SECURITY GARDENS
As mentioned 30 families grow vegetables at CATCH. There are a
further 40 women from the Masikhanye Women’s Programme who
also farm vegetables at CATCH. The gardens became overgrown
towards the end of 2017 but are now in great shape. It is difficult to
get a picture of all 70 gardens in one frame (a drone would be good!)
The women tend their gardens on Mondays and Fridays and have to
report for registration purposes each time. CATCH is very proud of
our gardeners and happy that their children’s nutrition improves. An
interesting development is that a friend of CATCH, an expert in hydroponics, is investigating the
feasibility of a project of this kind at CATCH which could get more and quicker food on the table
for vulnerable families.
MASIKHANYE WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME
40 women in the Masikhanye Programme visit CATCH weekly for training. The training they
receive is replicated in the community in 40 home cells where the women invite 10 or more
neighbours into their homes making a total of 400 women. Last year, CATCH reduced the home
cell trainings to once a month due to financial constraints but also to give us the chance to visit
the home cells in action for purposes of monitoring and evaluating the performance of the
trainers. The women trainers are volunteers so they are not remunerated but receive a food
voucher three times a year as a thank you. The trainings usually focus on safety and health
issues as well as developing leadership and assertiveness skills. We are always pleased when
some of the women are able to secure full- time employment. We have seen that participation in
the programme boosts confidence and employment opportunities.
12 retired Masikhanye Gogos who have served well as volunteer trainers over many years still
attend Thursdays at CATCH. A ceramics lecturer from Walter Sisulu University is giving his
time to train the grannies in pottery making. And they are doing well!
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROGRAMME
63 teenagers in our Youth Empowerment Programme attended a weekend camp in May. The
aim was to build a group of teens who will recruit further teams into a coalition which we have
called MADCO (Mzamomhle Against Drugs Coalition). Alcohol and Drug abuse is a major
cause of crime and violence in the community. These substances are freely available in
schools, on the streets, in shops and even in the homes of children. Our CATCH youth
conducted research and now have knowledge about the types
and effects of all drugs and where these are available. A
committee was formed and a strategy formulated in a recent
workshop to grow the Coalition. A support group for young
people who want rehabilitation has been started. The Youth
Committee is planning groups where those struggling with
addiction can come together and express their talents in singing,
drama, sport or whatever their interest.
Boot Camp held each morning
SPECIAL VISITORS
A team of 10 students from Minnesota University visited CATCH in May for two weeks. Apart
from interacting in CATCH programmes the students built a new fence which has much
improved the look of our car park area. CATCH also welcomed a small team from Konstanz
University in Germany. We are grateful for the close association we have with these
universities.
CONCLUSION
This report ends, as it began, with sincere thanks to our donors, partners and friends of CATCH.
With God’s grace we continue to make our best efforts in coming alongside
vulnerable children, women and families in Mzamomhle. We are so happy to have you
with us in this adventure!
Sue Davies and the CATCH Team
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c&g
Kitchens and bathrooms
A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service
and commitment to perfection.
With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting
service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation,
our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.
We also offer the following services:

Extensions
Building Renovations
Building maintenance
Painting and Decorating Built-in Wardrobes Karndean Flooring
Garage Conversions UPVC Windows, Doors and
Conservatories
For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today:

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855

P&H Services Ltd

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul..phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

Tel: 01386 881550
Mobile: 07967 383639

TONY

0

1386 854797
07752 613814
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DCJ BUILDING SERVICES
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD
City and Guilds and
CITB Qualified

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

ASHLEIGH HOUSE
ELMLEY ROAD
ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SW

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT
SPECIALISTS

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk
HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk

HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes
Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas
Telephone

01684 773834

Mobile

07909 948284

Bredon Hill
Grounds Maintenance
All aspects of garden and grounds
care undertaken, large or small.
Experienced, qualified,
insured & reliable.
Dave Hunting

07733 328631

Graham Keeling

01386 882962
RAILS END NURSERY
Back Lane, Ashton under Hill
01386 881884
07970718890
railsendnursery@gmail.com

Bedding and basket plants

Planters and baskets filled
We stock an ever expanding range of
roses and perennials, as well as
seasonal bedding.
Looking for something in particular?
Get in touch.

OPEN: Easter to the end of October
10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY
During the winter open by appointment only

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SQ
Comfortable en-suite accommodation set
in a quiet location
Breakfasts include our own
free range eggs and honey.
JENNIFER CREESE
Tel: 01386 881266 Mobile 07767205968
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com

Holloway Farm House
Bed & Breakfast
Ashton-under-Hill,
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN

Tel: 01386 881910
Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com
www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk
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HOLIDAY HOMES TO RENT
Dingle Cottage in SOLVA, Pembrokeshire
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms.
Mulberry Cottage in BECKFORD.
Sleeps 2/3, 1 bedroom.
Penny Black in Le Chinaillon/Grand Bornand,
France. Chalet apartment, sleeps 6.
Perfect for skiing and spring/summer trekking.
For further details please look at the website:
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk

or contact the owner direct on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

The Old Post House & Barn
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW
(nearly opposite The Star)

Beautiful barn conversion available for
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’
accommodation; lovely spacious living area
in the eaves; Flat screen TV, DVD player &
free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too.

01386 882466 or 07976 906653
www.the-old-post-house.co.uk

Beckford Stores

The Star Inn
Ashton under Hill

Main Street, Beckford, GL20 7AD
01386 881248 : info@beckford-stores.co.uk

01386 881325
Delicious Homemade meals using local
produce
Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or
tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from
the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we
would love to see you. All occasions catered for.
2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri
Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food

Your Local Store
Post Office, Coffee Shop, Newsagent

Beckford Country Flowers

THE COFFEE SHOP

@ Beckford Silk
Danni and Heather welcome you.
Open Monday to
Saturday
9.00am – 4.00pm
Ashton Road, Beckford,
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU
Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794
danni@the-coffee-shop.net

raspberryhen.co.uk

High quality handmade bespoke curtains,
blinds, lampshades & cushions.
Locally based near Teddington.
Sample books available.
Call for free no obligation home visit.

07811 045055 / 01242 620346
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk
Discount available on first purchase of curtains,
please quote PM2019 subject to T and Cs.
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DOMESTIC
HOME
SUPPORT
FRIENDLY &
HELPFUL
SERVICE
 General Help with
Everyday Tasks
 Housekeeping/Cleaning
 Shopping Trips
 Doctor or Hospital
Appointments
 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care
Contact Jo for more
information on
0747 707 9516

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

A complete Personal Taxation
and Accountancy Service
tailored to meet the individual
needs of you and your business.

JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket
Pavilion & Playing Fields &
Dumbleton Village Hall

JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill

School Holiday Clubs
After School Childcare
Private Tutoring
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808



• stress
• poor posture; back, neck



• improved performance in



can help with:

and joint pain

sport, music and other
activities
• general health and well-being

HOME CARE
Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.




Amanda Bucher Remedial Massage Therapist
Home Visits to treat muscular postural
injuries, pregnancy massage and
lymphatic drainage.
Weleda-advisor for natural skin and
body care.
Weleda skincare and organic facial
treatments.
Hatha Yoga Teacher
One-to-one Yoga for better health,
flexibility and strength.
Bookings - Amanda Bucher
Mobile 07876214919
amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk
amandabucher.co.uk

COUNSELLING
Sometimes in life we need help working through
tough times. I work with individuals, couples and
young people to help you understand the issues
holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.
Please call me for a free phone
consultation: 07908106709

Jane Ashton

If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly team
whether full or part time please give us a call
on 01386 764830 to find out more.

Tel/Fax: 01386 853653
Email:
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE

01386 881633

Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A.
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway,
Worcestershire WR12 7EU

07531 781842

Regain Your Natural Poise

Philippa Rands MSTAT

For prompt, friendly advice and
an initial free consultation
contact:

MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy
Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes S Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk
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Thinking Holidays?
Let CARRICK take care
of it…..

G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

Carrick Travel is your local Independent
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make
you a coffee and have a chat about your
future holiday plans.
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham
office have a huge range of exciting
holidays on offer to suit all budgets and
tastes.
So if your next adventure is a seaside
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city
break then Carrick Travel is the perfect
destination.
Why not pop in or contact us now.

CARRICK TRAVEL
57-59 Port Street,
Evesham, WR11 3LH
Tel: 01386 41474
Email: evesham@carricktravel.com
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Turnout Wash from £8
Turnout Wash &
Reproof from £14

Dog Bedding & Coats
Dog Coat Wash £5
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof £6

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
 Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

M ALCOLM J P RESLAND
F UNERAL D IRECTORS
1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
An Independent Family Business
Serving the community since 1960
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill
(Local people helping local people)
Fairfield House, Defford Rd
Pershore WR10 1HZ.
01386 552141
www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre-Payment Plans Available

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 273118

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - FEBRUARY 2019
Revd David Lewis
Associate Priest
01386 710394
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Ashton under Hill
davidlewis648@btinternet.com Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton
Revd Rick Tett
01386 751152
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk

Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill
Group)

Readers
Treasurer

Roger Palmer
5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road
Mike Sanger-Davies

Parish Enquiries

Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath
amanda.parishoffice@talktalk.net
Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon
01684 772237
Thurs 9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall
01386 881349

01386 881746
01386 881910

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386 882002
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386 882200
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386 882514
Organist
Mike Sanger Davies 01386 881910
Flowers
Doreen Byrd
01386 881360
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386 710136

Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Faith Hallett
01386 725206
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386 725405
Treasurer
Joss Muirie
07736 957310
Organist
Anne Brown
01684 292231
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal 01386 725325
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386 725111

Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358

Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Contacts for
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
St Barbara’s
David Hunter
01386 882087
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving Alastair Humphrey
01386 881479
Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Anne Kyle,
01242 620351
Kieran Whelan
01242 620763
Secretary
Nicholas Bentley 01242 620292
Treasurer
Mike Wignall
01242 620031
Flowers:
Teddington
Caroline Marsh
01242 621139
Alstone
Jane Rogers
01242 620592
Organist
Matthew Birch
01386 881980

Transport Co-ordinators
Faith Hallett
Rosie Atkin
Betty Beckman
vacant
Roger Palmer

01386 725206
01242 620565
01242 620289
01386 881746

Minibus
Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for
contact details
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising
Be Collins
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com

01242 620401

Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

Web Site
www.bredonhillgroup.org

881814
620351
725111
881479

7th, 14th, 21st and 28th
Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall
6:00pm
1st
Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall
12:30pm
2nd
Bingo Fun Night, Teddington Village Hall
7:30pm
5th
Ashton W.I. Birthday Meeting, Ashton Village Hall
7:30pm
11th Beckford W.I. ‘The Red Hat Society’ Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
12th Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall
12:30pm
13th Royal British Legion Talk & Discussion - see page 6 for details
16th Deadline for magazine entries for March
17th United Parish Worship at Beckford
9:00am
19th Teddington & Alstone Parish Council, Teddington Village Hall
7:30pm
22nd Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Gloucester Quays
Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel
10:30am - 12noon
Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club, Village Hall
2:30pm - 4:30pm
27th Beckford Gardening Club, ’Flowers for Floral Designs’, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm

February Weather
February is renowned for having the most unpleasant weather of the year. Rain and
snow are welcomed by farmers, however, to prepare the ground for sowing and
germination of seed. ‘February fill dyke, be it black or be it white, but if it be white,
it’s better to like’. ‘If in February there be no rain, ‘tis neither good for hay nor grain’.
‘Much February snow, a fine summer doth show’.
Unseasonably fine and warm weather is not a good omen of things to come - ‘All the
months of the year curse a fair Februeer’!

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in February
1st and 15th to Bishops Cleeve
8th to Worcester
22nd to Gloucester Quays
Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145

