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May the peace of the tallest mountain
and the peace of the smallest stone
be your peace.
May the stillness of the stars watch
over you and may the everlasting
music of the wave lull you to rest.
Ancient Celtic Blessing for the national days of
Wales and Ireland

Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with
Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford
and Ashton under Hill.
MARCH

3rd March
Sunday next
before Lent

Ashton
10:30am
Village
Worship
Pre Lent
Service
Church
Team

Beckford

Overbury

9:00am
BCP HC
L Burn

10:30am
Family
Service
Lay Team

Alstone

Teddington

9.00 am
CW HC
D Lewis

6th March
Ash
Wednesday

7:30pm
United Bredon Hill Group Ash Wednesday CW HC
St Giles Church, Bredon
D Lewis & R Tett

10th March
1st Sunday
of Lent

10:30am
United Parish CW HC at Overbury
D Lewis
9:00am
CW HC
D Lewis

17th March
2nd Sunday of
Lent

24th March
3rd Sunday
of Lent

31st March
Mothering
Sunday

6:00pm
CW HC
R Tett

10:30am
CW HC
D Lewis
7:00pm
Taizé Service at St Peter’s Church, Little Comberton
D Lewis
10:30am
Village
Worship
Church
Team

9:00am
CW HC
David Lewis

10:30am
Family
Service
Lay Team

10:30am
All Age
Service
for Mothering
Sunday
D Lewis

APRIL
7th April
5th Sunday
of Lent

9:00am
United Parish CW HC at Alstone
D Lewis

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton.
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury.
However, until further notice, this service will be held at Beckford church.
Clergy:
Readers:

Revd David Lewis
Roger Palmer

Revd Rick Tett (Curate)

Parish Office: You can contact Amanda Bath, the Parish Secretary on the
following days and times:
Tuesday mornings: The Rectory, Bredon, 9am to 12noon: 01684 772237
Thursday mornings: Beckford Village Hall, 9am to 12 noon:01386 881349
or parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
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Thoughts from Eckington
It is now several months into the Interregnum (the time between one Vicar leaving
and another one starting) and due to the very hard work and dedication shown by
Revd. David Lewis and Revd. Rick Tett, between them they have managed to keep
the fourteen Churches in the Bredon Hill Group, not only functioning, but thriving.
People are adapting to the new pattern of Church Services and more are travelling
to each other’s Churches and finding sharing worship to be an enriching and
rewarding experience. As so often in life, we achieve more when there are
difficulties facing us than we ever do when life is going smoothly. Hurdles ahead of
us make us stop and think about our priorities and what is really important to us. By
becoming less insular and looking beyond our usual narrow boundaries, even if only
to the other villages around us, it makes us realize that, contrary to frequently held
perceptions, there are many more Christians and non-Christians out there waiting to
welcome us and offer friendship.
We very much hope and pray that the right person will be chosen to come and lead
us as our new Vicar. But when that person comes, don't let us forget that it is also
up to the rest of us to do whatever we can to contribute not only to the life of the
Church, but more importantly to our communities and all the people we share our
lives with in our villages and beyond.
In January Revd. David Lewis led a very peaceful and spiritual Taizé-style service at
Elmley Castle, giving an opportunity for quiet thought and prayer, so often lacking in
our hectic world.
As, inevitably, there are fewer Clergy-led Services during the Interregnum, members
of the various congregations in the Bredon Hill Group of Churches are leading
different non-communion Services. These will be advertised in the Parish
Magazines and on Church Notice Boards. There are Family Services in Bredon and
Overbury; in Eckington there was a Christingle Service in February and there will be
a “Service of the Word” (with hymns and prayers) on 3rd March. We are also
planning some child friendly Services at Eckington. On 31st March Mothering
Sunday Services will be held at Bredon, Overbury, Ashton-under-Hill, Teddington,
Elmley Castle, Eckington, Defford and Besford. Whether you usually attend Church
regularly, occasionally, or never, do please come and join us at any of our
Churches. We really would be delighted to see you.
Let us all continue to make the Interregnum a positive, forward looking time and to
use it as an opportunity to join together.
Heather (Churchwarden at Eckington)
Taizé Worship
The next Taizé-style service will be on
Sunday 24th March at St Peter’s, Little Comberton, at 7:00pm.
It will probably last about 40 minutes.
Everybody very welcome
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New Service Schedule for 2019:
Below are the clergy-led Sunday services in the new schedule being held around the
Bredon Hill Group for March.
Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in bold. As you can see, the United
Service for March is on the second Sunday at Overbury at 10:30am.
The full list of Beckford Group services during March is inside the front cover.
MARCH

9:00am

10:30am

March 3rd

Besford - R Tett

Little Comberton - D Lewis

Alstone - D Lewis

Bredon - R Tett

Bricklehampton - R Tett

Eckington - R Tett

Bredon’s Norton - D Lewis

Overbury - D Lewis
Beckford Group United
Service

Eckington - R Tett

Bredon - R Spiller

Beckford - D Lewis

Elmley Castle - D Lewis

Great Comberton - D Lewis

Ashton - D Lewis

Bredon’s Norton - R Tett

Defford - R Tett

March 10th

March 17th

6:00pm

Teddington
R Tett
CW HC

March 24th

Beckford Group Parish
Annual Church Meetings and Elections - March 2019
The Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place
on Thursday 28th March at 7.30 pm in St John the Baptist Church, Beckford.
Local Annual Church Meetings will be held prior to this meeting on the following dates:
Beckford:
Ashton:
Overbury:

Thursday 7th March in St John the Baptist Church at 7:00 pm
Thursday 14th March at St Barbara’s Church at 7:00 pm
Tuesday 19th March in Berkeley House at 7:00 pm
(Please call 01386 725206 nearer the date to confirm venue)
Chapelries: (Alstone and Teddington)
Thursday 7th March in Teddington Village Hall at 7:30pm
Everyone is most welcome
These meetings are open to everyone who lives in the Parish, or who is on the
Church Electoral Roll. Please come along to hear reports on the past year’s
activities and to have your say about the future.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
A women-led, global, ecumenical movement.
This year’s service, prepared by the women of Slovenia, will be
held at St Nicholas’ Church in Kemerton on Friday 1st March
at 2:00pm.
Everyone is welcome, as always.
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2019 Bredon Hill Group Lent Course and Lent Lunches
Lent Course
Six groups will be following ‘A Way Through the Wilderness - experiencing God’s help in times of
crisis’ by Paula Gooder. Course booklets will be provided. The venues and dates are as follows:
Elmley Castle:

Wednesday afternoons at 2.30pm - March 13th, 20th, 27th, April 3rd & 10th
Led by Peter Hayes (01386 710547)
Venue: Rivendell, Hill Lane, Elmley Castle. Hosted by Mary Mackenzie (01386 710517)
Little Comberton: Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm (except w/c 24th March)
March 13th, 20th, Tuesday 26th, April 3rd & 10th.
Led by Penny Spiller (01386 710725)
Venue: Twinton, Orchard Barn, Little Comberton. Hosted by Anne Simcox (01386 710707)
Great Comberton: Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm (dates as for Elmley Castle)
Led by Phil & Helen Airdrie (01386 710558)
Venue: The Pound, Front Street, Great Comberton. Hosted by Phil & Helen Airdrie
Kemerton:

Monday evenings at 7.30pm - March 11th, 18th, 25th, April 1st & 8th.
Leaders: various
Venue: Pepper Cottage, Pepper Lane, Kemerton. Hosted by Toushy Squires (01386 725644)
Bredon:

Thursday afternoons at 2.30pm - March 14th, 21st, 28th, April 4th & 11th
Led by Christopher Frith (01684 773164)
Venue: Cover Point, Back Lane, Bredon. Hosted by Christopher & Pam Frith
Bredon:

Wednesday mornings at 10.30am (dates as for Elmley Castle)
Led by Jim McKay (01684 772581)
Venue: Long Farthing, Church Street, Bredon. Hosted by Jim & Pat McKay
In addition, three groups will be following a course based on the television drama series
“Broken” and led by Revd Rick Tett:
Eckington:
Tuesday afternoons at 2pm - March 12th, 19th, 26th, April 2nd & 9th
Venue: Eckington Vicarage
Defford / Besford: Wednesday evenings at 7pm (dates as for Elmley Castle)
Venue: 5 Crown Court, Defford, WR8 9BE, home of Rick Tett
Overbury:
Thursday evenings - see page 7 for full details
Please feel free to attend as many or as few meetings / groups as you wish. If you intend to
come to a group, if possible, please phone the host or hostess beforehand so they will
have some idea how many people to expect. Many thanks.

Lent Lunches
There will be Friday Lent Lunches this year, taking place on the following dates and venues:
8th March: The Old Rectory, Bredon, by the church. Hosted by Dorothy Denny
15th March: Vanilla House, Court Farm Lane, Beckford. Hosted by Christine & Paul Jay
22nd March: Pepper Cottage, off Hill Lane, Kemerton. Hosted by Toushy Squires
29th March: Willow End, Elmley Road, Ashton under Hill. (At the end of village opposite
Cornfield Way.) Hosted by Judith & David Hunter
On Thursday 14th March there is also a Lent Lunch at Warwick House, Hill Lane, Elmley
Castle. If you cannot make a Friday this might be for you. Hosted by Sally Dodwell
All will be held from 12 noon until 2:00pm. Everyone from around the Bredon Hill
Group is welcome so come along and enjoy good company assured and delicious
soup and a roll, with cheese. Donations please on the day. Our collections will
be given to St Richard’s Hospice and to support local food banks.
Many thanks in advance to the hosts who have been willing to support the lunches this year.

For any further information please contact Judith Hunter on 01386 882087.
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Twenty three people, including several non-members whom we were
delighted to welcome, came to Overbury Village Hall on Wednesday 13th
February to hear Captain Christopher Belton, Royal Navy, talk about his time
as a submariner. His career began as a merchant seaman on the Royal Mail
Steam Packet Company before he was offered a commission in the Royal
Navy. Captain Belton told us about the rigorous training and leadership course for
submariners then in place; having successfully completed his “Perisher” course, he
went on to command two submarines and a frigate, travelling all over the world. We
were delighted to have in the audience Sam Wilkinson and John Cutler, both of whom
served in the Royal Navy during World War 2 – with the latter visiting Nagasaki only
three weeks after the nuclear bomb was dropped.
This was the first of what we plan to become a series of informal talks of interest to,
we hope, both members of our Branch and the wider community.

Have you time on your hands?
Is life a little bit quieter that you’d like?
Is daytime telly dire?
How about a rewarding part-time job in a community setting?
We are looking for a part time salaried Parish Secretary for Bredon with
Bredon’s Norton and the Beckford Group of Parishes. The work is varied but is
essentially one of organisation and support. The successful applicant will have
organisational skills and fluency in Microsoft Office.
Initially you will work alongside the existing Parish Secretary during the handover
period. Training will be given in safeguarding and data protection and a DBS
(Disclosure and Barring Services) check will be required. Duties will include producing
service sheets, and weekly Pew News leaflets, undertaking liaison with wedding
couples and managing the necessary paperwork to meet legal requirements,
safeguarding checks, and other administrative support for Churchwardens and the
new Rector, once appointed.
The hours are 9:00am – 12:00 noon two mornings a week, based in the Bredon and
Beckford offices. Additional hours may be available if the need arises.
If you are interested in this role and would like further information, please email
Amanda at parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
There is NO requirement to be a churchgoer but
you will encounter many people who are.
The new cricket season will shortly be with us !
Overbury CC will soon start indoor cricket nets on
Sunday mornings at the Winchcombe Sports Centre:
SENIOR NETS:
March 3rd : 9:30am – 12.00 noon
March 10th : 9:00am – 11:00am
March 17th & 24th : 9:30am – 11:30am
April 7th : 9:30am – 11:30am
Please contact Josh Cowell (1st team Captain) for details on 07532 022207
JUNIOR NETS:
March 17th & 24th and April 7th: 11.30am – 12.30pm
Please contact Youth manager Dave Westmore on 07747 092870 for further details.
Whether you are an existing member of the club or new to us, you are
most welcome! For general information please contact:Dave Devereux (Chair), 01684 850329 / 07949 648372
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News from Overbury
February has been a quiet month at St Faith’s – apart from the building
work which is progressing very satisfactorily. The vestry has been
divided into two rooms, with the front section boarded out and
soundproofed ready for fitting out as a toilet, while a large hole has
been dug under archaeological supervision for the trench arch drainage
system in the path on the west side of the church. Happily nothing of
any significance was found during the digging process.
We held a very well attended Lay Team Family Service on 3rd March and a smaller
congregation greatly appreciated the Holy Communion led by Rick the following Sunday.
Our main church event this month was the service held to celebrate the life of Robin
Rogers from Alstone Fields on Friday 1st February. His burial had taken place at
Alstone in the morning but his family thought that many people might attend a
thanksgiving and, although St Margaret’s would have been their first choice of venue, it
cannot accommodate large numbers and the weather was too cold to ask them to stand
outside. As Robin and Jane were married at St Faith’s, it was a good
alternative. How right they were about the numbers! Almost 200 people came for a
beautiful service with wonderful tributes given by two of his daughters, Hazel and
Rachael, and his best man, John Wilkes. See page 15 for a tribute by Rachael.
In March we are looking forward to holding two family services with the second to
celebrate Mothering Sunday at the end of the month and also to hosting the United
Communion service on Sunday 10th.
Overbury and Conderton Lent Course
We are holding a series of house groups, led by Rick Tett, based on the powerful TV
series Broken written by Jimmy McGovern and starring Sean Bean as a Catholic priest,
which was broadcast last year and dealt with many important social and moral issues.
The sessions will take place at 7:30pm on Thursday evenings with the first one to be
held by kind invitation of Jane Carr at Conderton Manor on Thursday 14th March.
Sessions on March 21st and 28th will be at Whitcombe, Overbury.
Details of the venue for the April meetings will appear next month.
If you are interested in joining us for what I am sure will be fascinating discussions, do
please contact Faith Hallett (01386 725206 or faith.hallett1@gmail.com). These
sessions are definitely NOT restricted to CofE churchgoers and we would really
welcome input from people with other beliefs or none. As Canon Paula Goode, who
developed the course, puts it, the intention “is to provide the space for people to pick up
the questions raised in the series and to explore how they might want to answer them.”
For more details of the course, please see:
www.cofebirmingham.com/news/2018/02/08/broken-six-week-study-course-lent/

Overbury and Conderton Parish Council
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 18th March in
Overbury Village Hall at 7:00 pm, and all members of the Parish are welcome to
attend. The agenda and associated information will be displayed on the Parish
Council notice boards and website (via www.overbury.org) prior to the meeting.
Please contact Ros Long, Parish Clerk, on 01386 725111, or by e-mail at
ros@overburyenterprises.co.uk, by Monday 11th March if there are any matters
that you would like to be included on the Agenda.
Ros Long – Parish Clerk
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News From Beckford
March Services at Beckford Church
Through the kindness of the Revd Leonard Burn, we shall be holding a celebration of
the Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion at 9am on Sunday 3rd March. An
opportunity to savour the beauty of words which have spoken to the faithful across
the centuries, in a simple service without music.
On Sunday 17th March at 9am there will be our usual monthly service of Common
Worship Holy Communion with hymns, led by Revd David Lewis.
David will be returning on Sunday 31st March at 9am to lead us again in a service of
Common Worship Holy Communion to provide the opportunity for communion on
Mothering Sunday, when all other services in the Beckford Group will be family ones.
Beckford Annual Church Meeting
The church’s Annual Meeting will be held in St John the Baptist Church, Beckford, at
7:00pm on Thursday, 7th March when we hope many people will come along to
hear reports on the year past and our plans for the future. Coffee, or tea, and biscuits
will be available from 6:45pm.
At this meeting nominations may be made for appointments to the Church Committee
and to the role of Churchwarden, for election at the Annual Vestry Meeting which will
be held on Thursday 28th March, also in Beckford Church, at 7:30pm. All such
nominations should be passed to David Carvill (see directory page) no later than one
day before the meeting – but please obtain the consent of any nominees before
submission!
Do please come and support the work of the Church in our village.
Beckford Coffee Morning
Whilst we can’t guarantee that BREXIT will be happening on
29th March, we can firmly state that our next Coffee Morning will
definitely take place – as scheduled and on time – from 10:30am to
12 noon – on that very day!
Please come and join us in the chancel for a social time over coffee
(or tea) and home-made cakes for a minimum donation of £2.50 and
in the process raise valuable funds for the church.

Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd
At the committee meeting on January 28th we followed up on the
advice given us in December by Jem Teal, Community
Development Manager at Wychavon Council. We asked all our
member organisations what they thought could be done to 'make
the hall better', because when seeking grants for the ongoing
refurbishment scheme it was crucial that 'need' for the grant was demonstrated,
through consultation with the community, and that the hall was not looking to fund
'business as usual', but to provide further benefits to the community.
The Beckford Tennis Club, a founder member, had come up with a
very interesting 'blue sky' scheme, and details were circulated at
the meeting. It would involve demolition of the existing hall and its
replacement by a sports/social centre, incorporating the functions
of the hall, and the Tennis, Croquet and Social Clubs. There would
also be four covered tennis courts and various other facilities,
including the existing Children's Playground.
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Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd (cont)
The committee welcomed this creative thinking. It had many implications for existing
users, for the village as a whole and for the Neighbourhood Plan. An advantage is that
it could unlock so-far untapped sources of funding, such as Sport England. However, a
lot of work would be needed for the scheme's development, and we encouraged all
concerned to reflect on its potential, and what would be needed to realise it.
Closer in time, some fundraising events are being planned over the next few months, in
particular a quiz on March 1st, and a 'race to the tower' some time in the summer. We
are also planning in September to run an evening talk on travel in South America,
accompanied by appropriate food.
Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd
BECKFORD W.I. - February Report
Our President, Margaret Darby welcomed 24 members and 1 visitor to the Village Hall on
Monday 11th February. She expressed the great sadness felt by all at the news of the death of
Rosie Atkin, one of our members.
The coming year promises to be a very busy one as it marks the Centenary of the foundation
of Gloucestershire Federation of WIs. Our members are involved in running a stall at the
Centenary Fair and Picnic at Cirencester Park where our theme will be “Pirates!” In October
members will also be contributing to the exhibition in Gloucester cathedral. The first Craft and
Chatter session takes place at the beginning of March when we will be sewing chemotherapy
driver bags for oncology patients at Cheltenham General Hospital. These will enable patients
to move around freely while undergoing treatment using a syringe driver. Members were
reminded of the scrapbook that was produced to commemorate our 90th anniversary which is
filled with pictures and information about all the activities that took place in that year. It is
planned to produce another scrapbook to mark the County centenary.
After the birthday posies were presented and the raffle was drawn our President introduced the
speaker for the evening, Jane Gascoyne of the Red Hat Society. Jane
explained that they were actually called the Cheeky Chicks of Theoc,
Theoc being the old name for Tewkesbury. She had brought along three
other members of the Red Hat Society who were easily recognised by
their extravagant red hats, beautifully embellished with flowers and all
kinds of decoration. In addition they wore purple and could not easily be
overlooked! The Red Hat Society was founded in 1998 in Canada when Sue-Ellen Cooper saw
a red hat in a charity shop and decided to buy it and wear it as it brought to mind the poem by
Jenny Joseph called “Warning” which begins “When I am an old woman I shall wear purple
And a red hat that doesn’t go and doesn’t suit me...”
She then bought another red hat for a friend who complained of feeling old at 50 and then she
bought other friends red hats and they formed a society dedicated to having fun and enjoying
friendship and frivolity. The symbols of the society were the wearing of red hats on the head
and purple drapes on the shoulders. Now there are chapters all over the world and they are all
slightly different. Some are based on walking groups and even prayer groups but they all have
the same message that being old is no excuse for not having fun.
The Cheeky Chicks of Theoc have recently been to Blackpool and go out for meals and
theatre trips and have craft sessions and quizzes. They seem to have a lot in common with the
WI! The Red Hatters had brought along a selection of red hats and beautifully embellished
boxes from one of their craft sessions. There was a selection of corsages made to celebrate
Burns’ night. We enjoyed seeing the photos of their outings and they certainly brought a smile
to our faces as they really know how to have fun. Margaret thanked them for their fun filled
talk.
The next meeting is on Monday 11th March at 7.30pm at Beckford Village Hall
when the speaker is Chris Evans who will talk about the Butterfly Garden in
Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham, a charity supporting people of all ages who have a
disability of any kind.
Do come along. All visitors are most welcome.
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
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News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries
March Services
March 3rd: 9:00am, Alstone - Holy Communion with David
March 10th: 10:30am, Overbury - United Parish Worship with David
March 17th: 6:00pm, Teddington - Holy Communion with Rick
March 31st: 10:30am, Teddington - Chapelries All Age Sunday service
for Mothering Sunday with David
From the Registers :
The burial service of Robin Wilfred Rogers of Alstone Fields, who died on January 9th,
was held at St. Margaret’s church, Alstone, on February 1st at 10:30am, followed by a
thanksgiving service for Robin’s life at St Faith’s Church, Overbury, at 2:00pm.
See page 15 for a tribute to Robin.
The thanksgiving service for the life of Rosemary Kathleen Atkin of Teddington, who
died at home on January 28th, was held at St. Nicholas’ Church on February 15th at
11.30am.
Teddington & Alstone Churches Annual Meeting
Teddington Village Hall, 7th March 7:30pm
This is open to anyone living in our villages. We would particularly welcome new
members for our church committee and Kieran (01242 620762) or Anne (01242 620351)
look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested in helping in the running of the two
churches, now and in the future.
For details of the Beckford Group Annual meeting please see page 4.
.
A Date for your Diaries:
Please keep the evening of May 18th free for a Cheese & Wine Evening in
Teddington Village Hall. More details will be published later.
Thank you to everyone for all the enquiries, get well messages and
offers of help following Ken’s recent accident.
It is very much appreciated by us both.
Ken is making good, albeit slow progress, and hopes to be up and
about again soon.
Ken and Barbara Howell
TEDDINGTON AND ALSTONE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - BINGO FUN NIGHT
The Village Hall Committee wish to thank all those who joined us for a fun evening on
Saturday, 2nd February. With generous raffle donations and funds raised on the night, we
managed to raise a very welcome £540 towards the Village Hall Maintenance Fund/
upcoming projects.
Thank you again to all who supported us and we very much look forward to seeing you at our
next fundraiser on Saturday 22nd June for our 'Midsummer Night's Dream' Tea Party.

Join us for an Afternoon of Family Fun!
Teddington Church Flower Ladies are holding a Beetle Drive with tea
on Saturday 6th April at 2:30 pm. in the Village Hall.
There will be sandwiches and cake, tea, coffee and soft drinks plus a
Raffle and Easter themed prizes.
Tickets in advance from Caroline 621139 or Jan 620765.
Adults: £7.50 / Primary school children: £2.50 all including tea.
Proceeds for the Teddington Church Festival Flower Fund.
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Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be holding the next meeting in Teddington
village hall at 7:30pm on Tuesday 19th March. This will be followed by the Annual Parish
Meeting which is a sociable opportunity to mix with councillors, especially if you think you’d like
to consider joining the Parish Council. Applications need to be in by 3rd April.
Elections are in May, so not far away! Do come along and join us for refreshments.

W(H)ITHER THE CHAPELRIES ?
FINDINGS FROM SOUNDINGS - SOME SIGNPOSTS
The results of the Community Survey were presented at the public meeting in the Village Hall
last month. A lively, constructive discussion followed, confirming a number of pointers for the
way ahead. Some can be implemented immediately, some can be programmed now for
progress over time, others need an active feasibility study, both structural, legal and financial.
The first, and most heartening, conclusion from the survey was that 100% of the households
who responded wanted both churches to be kept open for worship. This response was equally
split between churchgoers and non-churchgoers. It underlines the continuing importance of
keeping both of our historic buildings in good repair as active places of worship and community
focal points. There was also a widespread call for the churches to be able to be used for
appropriate secular community activities, such as public meetings, concerts, exhibitions,
regular coffee mornings or ‘drop-in’ teas, a book exchange, children’s activities etc. This, in
turn, highlighted the shortcomings of these buildings as they stand at present, which will need
to be addressed if they are to fulfil the needs of a 21st Century community:








Disability access, both to churches and churchyards






Making the Church more inclusive






Using the Village Hall for children’s services or events




Improving / updating the Church History boards in both churches

Running water and toilet facilities
Improved heating and lighting
Sound loop systems
Service areas, improved storage arrangements and book shelving

More flexible and comfortable seating
Much of this will now involve a thorough analysis of what is structurally and technically
possible, and what the listing authorities will allow, before we get to the question of how any
worthwhile improvements can be funded. In the meantime, there are several things which the
Chapelries can be getting on with: reviewing existing policies, taking fresh initiatives, or making
those simple improvements which involve little expense. These could include:
Involving more young people in Church affairs or projects
Making ‘special’ services more young people or child friendly
Church Council delegating more to other churchgoers, both in worship and
other tasks
Introducing regular coffee mornings /afternoon teas in church (say monthly)
Setting up a Book Exchange in the church
Making better use of existing PR facilities: Parish Magazine, Village Hall
Facebook page etc

Keeping the Chapelries “outward-looking” (e.g. the Church’s recent initiative to support
the Tewkesbury Food Bank)
In the light of responses to the Soundings, the Chapelries Church Council is producing an up to
date Mission Statement which will answer the original Question “Whither the Chapelries?”
With the clear backing of the Community there should be no question of “withering”.
Very many thanks to all those households who took the time
to contribute to this survey.
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News from Ashton under Hill
St Barbara's will hold a Village Worship service on Sunday 3rd March and the
regular Holy Communion service on 24th March.
Messy Church – 30th March
A posy making session (ahead of the Mothering Sunday service) will take
place in St Barbara's from 10:00am on Saturday 30th March, so please
do come and join us. Activities and refreshments will be on offer.
Mothering Sunday – 31st March
This year, Mothering Sunday is on the fifth Sunday, the 31st March. There will be a
family service for all, with the giving of posies. Refreshments will be served after the
service. All welcome.
Spring Churchyard Clear – 23rd March
Please come and help for an hour or two between 9.30am and midday
on Saturday 23rd March. Please bring sturdy footwear, gloves and
gardening tools if you have them. Refreshments will be provided.
We normally open St Barbara’s every day for the benefit of villagers and visitors alike.
We want it to remain an important part of village life and everyone is welcome to come
in and share its peace as and when they wish.
Ashton under Hill Open Gardens – Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th June 2019
With snowdrops and crocuses now in full bloom, you can’t help but think that Spring is
on the way. Hopefully there will be no ‘Beast from the East’ this year and we can get
out into the garden during early Spring.
Ashton Open Gardens Committee is already working hard on the arrangements for our
annual village celebration of gardens. Last year’s event was the best yet, with glorious
weather and over £10,000 raised and donated to village organisations.
This year’s theme is ‘The Lost Words’ based on the book by Robert
MacFarlane and local artist Jackie Morris. The book beautifully illustrates
words like otter, bluebell, heron and acorn that have sadly been removed
from the Oxford Junior Dictionary to make way for new
popular words such as broadband and hashtag. Each garden
will represent one of the words and searching for these words will form the
basis of the treasure hunt for children this year. There will also be an
exhibition in St Barbara’s Church based on the book, its illustrations and
the work that the children at both of our village schools have been doing
on this topic.
The feedback from our many visitors from the UK and overseas is always
overwhelmingly positive. They enjoy the variety of gardens, the range of wonderful
refreshments and appreciate the warm welcome they receive from garden owners and
our willing volunteers. We already have firm bookings from groups wanting to come
and enjoy the special Ashton experience!
For further information visit our website www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk.
As usual, we rely on the generosity of village gardeners who open their gardens and of
the multitude of willing volunteers, without whom the event would not happen. As in
previous years, we will be making contact with all our usual helpers, however, if you
would like to open your garden or join our band of volunteers, we would be delighted
to hear from you so please don’t hesitate to make contact.
Jim Teague, Ashton Open Gardens Committee Chair, 07585 893323
contact@ashtonopengardens.co.uk
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - February Report
This month we celebrated our 78th Birthday and Marjy was pleased to welcome over
30 members including two new members to our meeting – Dawn Korner and Heather
Veasey.
After refreshing everyone’s memory of the six resolutions to be voted for, members
were asked to tick just one they favoured to go through to the Federation. Ashton voted
for “The Decline of Local Bus Services”, but the voting was very even and it will be
interesting to see which out of the six will get the majority nationally.
Henrietta Cook has completed a beautiful photographic account of twelve months of
Ashton WI to go forward into the Worcestershire competition. Well done Henrietta – it
certainly shows us what an active lot we are!
Each member has received a very long list, compiled by the Committee, of ways we
can reduce single use plastic in our everyday lives. It was good to hear the Primary
School is also on a project to collect plastic bottle tops and crisp packets, which can be
turned into something useful.
Forthcoming events were discussed arranged by Federation and lists were out for the
February walk, a visit to the Everyman to see the musical “Hair” and a possible visit to
Hanbury Hall in May.
The Book Club is flourishing, so too our little craft and natter group held at Maggie’s.
They are knitting tiny hats which are badly needed for premature babies.
Marjy then introduced Phil Collins and his friend
Ally, who had come to entertain us for the evening
entitled “Fun on a G-String”.
According to his flyer, Phil has many talents which
include talks from the history of Punch and Judy to
a history of Cheltenham through picture postcards.
We chose a musical theme, which included songs
from yesteryear, and, with his friend Ally and their
ukuleles, we enjoyed an evening of fun and much
laughter. We began with songs such as “You are
my Sunshine” and “Side by Side”. We all joined in as we knew the words, and the
scene was set for further entertainment. Phil drew in willing members up to the front
and in a few minutes and very few instructions, had them strumming cords on their
own ukuleles, very harmoniously. After a few more songs, he encouraged six
volunteers to the front who were soon dressed up as Hawaiian dancers with grass
skirts and colourful garlands of flowers. They soon impressed us with their dancing and
swaying to Honolulu music!
Gail Cook thanks Phil and Ally for a very enjoyable evening.
Tea was served and new members Heather and Dawn cut
the birthday cake after which Happy Birthday was duly
sung.
The next meeting is on 5th March at 7.30pm. The speaker
in the programme has been changed and we now have Rob
Hemming whose talk “The Trouble with Trivia” is about
his experiences when taking part in various TV quiz shows.
All Welcome
Jen Creese
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TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB
Wednesday 20th March, 2:30pm – 4:30pm
Entrance fee of £4.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake
plus all participation activities for those wishing to take
part
Family and friends most welcome.
For more information call Sue on 01242 620264, Brian on
01242 620898
or email susancarter1402@gmail.com

Charity Number 1119366

TRUSTEE VACANCIES
In 2019, two of the longest serving Trustees are retiring from their posts administering
Beckford Nature Reserve as their term of office comes to an end. In addition the Treasurer
is also stepping down having reached retirement age. Someone with the appropriate
financial skills is needed to fill this post. The team of Trustees would therefore welcome
applications from individuals who would like to take on the role of Trustee. If you enjoy the
special place which is our nature reserve and feel you could help maintain the amenity for
everyone who visits, then please consider becoming a Trustee.
We meet six times a year, once every two months and, in addition. there is an AGM. The
conservation warden is planning to stay in post but not as a Trustee. We would encourage
anyone who has IT skills, particularly with regard to social media, to join the Board. This
would involve assisting with updating the website and helping to improve general
communication about the management of the reserve.
For more details please contact Geoff Stringer at the Post Office in Beckford
or the Secretary, Clare Henderson by email at cicihenderson@hotmail.com
!SAVE THE DATE!
VILLAGE SUPPER at the Bredon Room, Beckford Inn.
Come and join us and support the Nature Reserve.
FRIDAY 10th MAY 2019
Two course meal, bring your friends.
Details to follow
Beckford Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan Group
The Beckford Neighbourhood Plan is progressing slowly. This is, in part, due to the
fact that the whole process is slow; however the co-ordinating group is very small and
consists, in the main, of very busy Parish Councillors. Please take a look at the
Beckford 2041 site and help us by putting forward your comments and even
volunteering to be a part of this plan! If you do not use a computer, try talking to one of
the Parish Councillors. You may not be here in 2041 but you might have a vision for
the future of the parish. And don’t forget, this also includes the part of Beckford
separated by the A46 and also Grafton. There are some concerns which we will be
unable to address but there are many areas where we can have a voice.
Lynette Mantle (on behalf of Beckford Parish Council)
Page 14

Robin Rogers, 3rd June 1941 – 9th January 2019
Robin was born at home on Alstone Fields Farm in 1941, middle
child of Walter & Winifred, brother to Margaret & Heather. He arrived
into a very different world to the one we live in now, where, in the
midst of the Second World War, Shire horses were still working on
the farm and electricity was not taken for granted. He remembered
toasting bread on the fire for lunch at Alderton School & roller
skating the main road home with Dave Percy!
Robin was a pupil at Alderton & then Tewkesbury Grammar school, where he excelled,
particularly in sport, trialling for English schoolboys football and playing cricket for many
years.
Robin was also a keen & highly competitive Tewkesbury Young Farmer with a
passion for stock judging and public speaking. He stock judged for the England team 3
years running at Smithfield and won a scholarship to travel to New Zealand, where he had
a fabulous time, both on board ship on the journey, and for the 8 months there on 12
different farms, making lifelong friends and memories. Robin had a lasting love for the
country and was to return with Jane to revisit in later years.
His drive to be involved in decision making took him to roles as Chairman of Tewkesbury
Young Farmers and later, Gloucestershire County Chairman. His community roles included
several years as Chairman of the Parish Council, as a Tewkesbury Councillor, as well as
many years as a school governor at both Ashchurch & Tewkesbury Schools.
50 years ago this September, Robin & Jane were married in Overbury church, and the
summer of their years was spent raising their 3 daughters whilst enjoying the many
advantages of country village life. They were very much at the heart of organising village
events, sports day, fireworks night and the summer BBQ being annual highlights.
Robin was a successful dairy, beef & sheep farmer for more than 40 years before
diversification became necessary and Robin & Jane converted half the farmhouse at
Alstone Fields into B&B accommodation, which they ran for 18 years with Robin loving his
front of house role. Sheep farming sadly ceased at Alstone Fields in 2001, when the sheep
went as part of a contiguous cull during the foot and mouth outbreak. It was a tough time but
by not returning to sheep farming, came the chance to enjoy many happy times in Cornwall
where they bought a lovely little second home in St Teath, becaming involved in many
community events there.
Sadly, Alzheimers was to steal Robin from his family a little too soon. Jane and the girls are
hugely appreciative of the support they have received from both the Tewkesbury Day Care
Centre, and in the last few months the wonderful loving care from Brockworth House.
Robin will be sorely missed by all who were fortunate enough to know him. We will
remember a gentle soul who always had time for everyone and a hug for anyone: a
straightforward man who could relate to people from all walks of life and who valued
character over pedigree. A kind natured man who looked for the good in each person, and
always found it, and a gentleman who was proud of his roots, proud of the farming
community and of his family.
Rachael Williams

Alderton Allotments
Various sized plots with reasonable rents
are now available.
The waiting list is open to both residents of Alderton
and the surrounding villages.
For further details please contact:
Tamsin James, Clerk to Alderton Parish Council
01684 290392 or tamsin.james1@btinternet.com
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The view from The Cottage....
I used to begin my letters with...From the Vicarage but I can't
say that any more! I've been asked to write a little about
retirement, one magazine editor saying that she wanted to know
how we were getting on. Well, it's been interesting so far. The
first challenge was trying to cram two households into one....7
bedrooms into 3, 2 lounges and 2 dining rooms into one.....and
finding somewhere to put the piano! We had SO much stuff....a
word of advice - don't hoard things!
At the end of moving day our dining
room disappeared completely under a sea of boxes. It
was tempting to pretend they weren't there but as we
had friends coming for lunch at the beginning of
December we had 2 weeks to find the dining table - and
we did it! It was hard work but we have found homes for
just about everything although the loft is groaning from
the boxes it has had to accommodate.
As we have had this house for 15 years and have spent time off and holidays here,
it did feel like a holiday to begin with and I couldn’t quite get used to the fact that we
wouldn't be packing a bag and heading back to Eckington. Forgetting about work
has been difficult so far. Lots of questions have crossed my mind....will they
remember that it's a complete renewal of the electoral roll this year...will someone
use my big Christingle...have they organised the wedding preparation morning…
how are the alterations at Overbury going….just some of the questions which I have
had to try to ignore! After spending 12 years caring for parishioners and running a
parish, it feels like I have lost an arm. But it has also had its benefits. For the first
time in many years, I was able to have a drink with our meal on Christmas Eve as I
wasn’t driving and taking two Midnight Masses! We spent Christmas in Cheltenham
at Nick's so it was very different to past years. I can’t remember the last time we
went away. Another benefit is that my evenings are now my own. As a vicar, and
governor at three schools, I was often out 4 evenings a week.
As yet, we have made no decisions about how to spend our time. Charles is
thinking about volunteering at Powys Castle and I might go into school to hear
children read but I will not be drawn onto another governing body! We also intend to
join a choir. At the moment we are walking the dog, reading, doing jigsaws (Rachel
had one made of a photo of our cottage in the snow last winter. All that light blue
sky and white snow was very challenging!) and I am enjoying doing cross stitch
again....catching up on hobbies which have had to take a back seat.
We have also enjoyed welcoming visitors, of which there have been a few, even
though the weather has been pretty inclement so far!
One exciting piece of news is that I have become a great aunt. My niece had a little
girl, Alice Ivy, on 27th January so we are looking forward to meeting her. Another
niece is getting married in April and I have been told I shall be chief baby minder as
her mum and grandma will be busy with the bride. Not quite sure why her dad can't
do that but I’m sure I will love it. Nick is moving house very soon so some of our
time will be taken up helping him move and decorate his new house. I have to admit
that I don't miss the paperwork which running a parish produces, not least all those
emails, but I DO miss the people - you! If you are ever going to be over in our
direction (Meifod), let us know and we would love to see you. My email remains the
same (canonsusan@btinternet.com) so do get in touch!
With our very best wishes....Susan & Charles
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c&g
Kitchens and bathrooms
A local company with an excellent reputation for personal, reliable service
and commitment to perfection.
With more than 21 years experience, we offer a design, supply and fitting
service for all your needs. Over 75% of business comes from recommendation,
our outstanding finish and customer service will exceed your expectations.
We also offer the following services:

Extensions
Building Renovations
Building maintenance
Painting and Decorating Built-in Wardrobes Karndean Flooring
Garage Conversions UPVC Windows, Doors and Conservatories
For a FREE estimate or general enquiries call today:

Cheltenham: 01242 620331 / 0789 990 2855
Gloucester: 01452 618934 / 0781 043 6314
E-mail: info@cheltenham-builders.co.uk
Website: www.candgkitch.co.uk

P&H Services Ltd

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul..phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

Tel: 01386 881550
Mobile: 07967 383639

TONY

0

1386 854797
07752 613814
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DCJ BUILDING SERVICES
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD
City and Guilds and
CITB Qualified

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

ASHLEIGH HOUSE
ELMLEY ROAD
ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SW

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT
SPECIALISTS

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk
HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk

HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes
Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas
Telephone

01684 773834

Mobile

07909 948284

Bredon Hill
Grounds Maintenance
All aspects of garden and grounds
care undertaken, large or small.
Experienced, qualified,
insured & reliable.
Dave Hunting

07733 328631

Graham Keeling

01386 882962
RAILS END NURSERY
Back Lane, Ashton under Hill
01386 881884
07970718890
railsendnursery@gmail.com

Bedding and basket plants

Planters and baskets filled
We stock an ever expanding range of
roses and perennials, as well as
seasonal bedding.
Looking for something in particular?
Get in touch.

OPEN: Easter to the end of October
10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY
During the winter open by appointment only

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET
MULBERRY COTTAGE, BECKFORD,
TEWKESBURY GL20 7AF
Sleeps 2, 1 double bedroom with en-suite.
Weekly or short breaks. Also available for
longer winter let from November-March
DINGLE COTTAGE, LOWER SOLVA
HAVERFORDWEST, PEMBS. SA62 6UY
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms, one double, one twin
both with en-suite. Weekly or short breaks
Further details can be found on the website:
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk

or by contacting the owner on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com
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“ASHBEE” BED AND BREAKFAST
WOOD LANE, ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SQ
Comfortable en-suite accommodation set
in a quiet location
Breakfasts include our own
free range eggs and honey.
JENNIFER CREESE
Tel: 01386 881266 Mobile 07767205968
Email: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com

The Old Post House & Barn

Holloway Farm House

Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW

Bed & Breakfast

Beautiful barn conversion available for
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’
accommodation; lovely spacious living area
in the eaves; Flat screen TV, DVD player &
free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too.

Ashton-under-Hill,
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN

Tel: 01386 881910
Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com
www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk

The Star Inn

(nearly opposite The Star)

01386 882466 or 07976 906653
www.the-old-post-house.co.uk

Beckford Stores
Main Street, Beckford, GL20 7AD
01386 881248 : info@beckford-stores.co.uk

Ashton under Hill

01386 881325
Delicious Homemade meals using local
produce
Why not try our fabulous Sunday Roast or
tempting specials, or Spires sausage & mash from
the family farm? Or just pop in for a drink, we
would love to see you. All occasions catered for.
2 for £12 from our Lunch Menu - Mon to Fri
Open Fires, Real Ales, Great Wine & Food

THE COFFEE SHOP

@ Beckford Silk
Danni and Heather welcome you.
Open Monday to
Saturday
9.00am – 4.00pm
Ashton Road, Beckford,
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU
Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794
danni@the-coffee-shop.net

Your Local Store
Post Office, Coffee Shop, Newsagent

Beckford Country Flowers

raspberryhen.co.uk

High quality handmade bespoke curtains,
blinds, lampshades & cushions.
Locally based near Teddington.
Sample books available.
Call for free no obligation home visit.

07811 045055 / 01242 620346
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk
Discount available on first purchase of curtains,
please quote PM2019 subject to T and Cs.
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DOMESTIC
HOME
SUPPORT
FRIENDLY &
HELPFUL
SERVICE
 General Help with
Everyday Tasks
 Housekeeping/Cleaning
 Shopping Trips
 Doctor or Hospital
Appointments
 Holiday Caretaking/
Small Pet care
Contact Jo for more
information on
0747 707 9516

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

A complete Personal Taxation
and Accountancy Service
tailored to meet the individual
needs of you and your business.

JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket
Pavilion & Playing Fields &
Dumbleton Village Hall

JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill

School Holiday Clubs
After School Childcare
Private Tutoring
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808



• stress
• poor posture; back, neck



• improved performance in



can help with:

and joint pain

sport, music and other
activities
• general health and well-being

HOME CARE
Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.




Amanda Bucher Remedial Massage Therapist
Home Visits to treat muscular postural
injuries, pregnancy massage and
lymphatic drainage.
Weleda-advisor for natural skin and
body care.
Weleda skincare and organic facial
treatments.
Hatha Yoga Teacher
One-to-one Yoga for better health,
flexibility and strength.
Bookings - Amanda Bucher
Mobile 07876214919
amanda.bucher@weleda-advisor.co.uk
amandabucher.co.uk

COUNSELLING
Sometimes in life we need help working through
tough times. I work with individuals, couples and
young people to help you understand the issues
holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.
Please call me for a free phone
consultation: 07908106709

Jane Ashton

If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly team
whether full or part time please give us a call
on 01386 764830 to find out more.

Tel/Fax: 01386 853653
Email:
lindsay@lindsaybeckman.co.uk

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE

01386 881633

Lindsay Beckman B.Sc. F.C.A.
8 Bloxham Road, Broadway,
Worcestershire WR12 7EU

07531 781842

Regain Your Natural Poise

Philippa Rands MSTAT

For prompt, friendly advice and
an initial free consultation
contact:

MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy
Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes S Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk
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Thinking Holidays?
Let CARRICK take care
of it…..

Ford Fuels / G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

Carrick Travel is your local Independent
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make
you a coffee and have a chat about your
future holiday plans.
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham
office have a huge range of exciting
holidays on offer to suit all budgets and
tastes.
So if your next adventure is a seaside
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city
break then Carrick Travel is the perfect
destination.
Why not pop in or contact us now.

CARRICK TRAVEL
57-59 Port Street,
Evesham, WR11 3LH
Tel: 01386 41474
Email: evesham@carricktravel.com
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Turnout Wash from £8
Turnout Wash &
Reproof from £14

Dog Bedding & Coats
Dog Coat Wash £5
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof £6

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 273118 or 0776 6141994

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
 Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

M ALCOLM J P RESLAND
F UNERAL D IRECTORS
1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
An Independent Family Business
Serving the community since 1960
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill
(Local people helping local people)
Fairfield House, Defford Rd
Pershore WR10 1HZ.
01386 552141
www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre-Payment Plans Available

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 273118

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - MARCH 2019
Revd David Lewis
Associate Priest
01386 710394
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Ashton under Hill
davidlewis648@btinternet.com Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton
Revd Rick Tett
01386 751152
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk

Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill
Group)

Readers
Treasurer

Roger Palmer
5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road
Mike Sanger-Davies

Parish Enquiries

Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath
parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon
01684 772237
Thurs 9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall
01386 881349

01386 881746
01386 881910

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386 882002
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386 882200
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386 882514
Organist
Mike Sanger Davies 01386 881910
Flowers
Doreen Byrd
01386 881360
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386 710136

Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Faith Hallett
01386 725206
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386 725405
Treasurer
Joss Muirie
07736 957310
Organist
Anne Brown
01684 292231
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal 01386 725325
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386 725111

Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358

Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Contacts for
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
St Barbara’s
David Hunter
01386 882087
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving Alastair Humphrey
01386 881479
Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Anne Kyle,
01242 620351
Kieran Whelan
01242 620763
Secretary
Nicholas Bentley 01242 620292
Treasurer
Mike Wignall
01242 620031
Flowers:
Teddington
Caroline Marsh
01242 621139
Alstone
Jane Rogers
01242 620592
Organist
Matthew Birch
01386 881980

Transport Co-ordinators
Faith Hallett
Vacant
Betty Beckman
vacant
Roger Palmer

01386 725206
01242 620289
01386 881746

Minibus
Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for
contact details
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising
Be Collins
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com

01242 620401

Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

Web Site
www.bredonhillgroup.org

881814
620351
725111
881479

See page 4 for details of the Annual Church Meetings
See page 5 for details of the 2019 Lent Courses and Lent Lunches
7th, 14th, 21st and 28th
Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall
6:00pm
1st
Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall
12:30pm
World Day of Prayer, St Nicholas’ Church, Kemerton
2:00pm
5th
Ashton W.I. ‘ The Trouble with Trivia‘, Ashton Village Hall
7:30pm
6th
Bredon Hill Group Ash Wednesday Service at St Giles, Bredon
7:30pm
10th United Parish Worship at Overbury
10:30am
11th Beckford W.I. ‘Bamfurlong Lane Butterfly Garden’, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
12th Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall
12:30pm
16th Deadline for magazine entries for April
18th Overbury & Conderton Parish Council, Overbury Village Hall
7:00pm
19th Teddington & Alstone Parish Council & Annual Meeting, Teddington V.H. 7:30pm
20th Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club, Village Hall
2:30pm - 4:30pm
22nd Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Webbs of Wychbold
23rd Spring Churchyard Clear at St Barbara’s, Ashton - see page 12 for details
24th Taizé Service at St Peter’s Church, Little Comberton
7:00pm
27th Beckford Gardening Club, ‘Wildlife in a Special Corner of Bredon Hill’, V.H. 7:30pm
29th Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel
10:30am - 12noon

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips in March
1st and 15th to Bishops Cleeve
8th to Worcester
22nd to Webbs of Wychbold - 10am start from Ashton.
Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145

