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Tis like the birthday of the world, 

When earth was born in bloom; 

The light is made of many dyes, 

The air is all perfume: 

There's crimson buds, and white and blue, 

The very rainbow showers 

Have turned to blossoms where they fell, 

And sown the earth with flowers. 

 

         Thomas Hood 
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Parish Office: You can contact Amanda Bath, the Parish Secretary on the 
following days and times: 
 
Tuesday mornings: The Rectory, Bredon, 9am to 12noon: 01684 772237 
Thursday mornings: Beckford Village Hall,  9am to 12 noon:01386 881349  
or parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com  

  Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with  
 Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford 
       and Ashton under Hill. 

Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton. 
Holy Communion is celebrated at 10.00am on Wednesdays in St Faith’s Church, Overbury. 
Please note that this service is now being held back in Overbury as from 1st May. 

Clergy:    Revd David Lewis      Revd Rick Tett (Curate) 
 
Readers:   Roger Palmer 

MAY Ashton Beckford Overbury Alstone Teddington 

5th May 

3rd Sunday of 

Easter 

10:30am 

Village 

Worship 

Church 

Team 

9:00am 

BCP HC 

L Burn 

10:30am 

Family  

Service 

Lay Team 

  

9:00am 

CW HC 

Katy Morgan 

  

12th May 

4th Sunday of 

Easter 

  

6:00pm 

Evensong 

Lay Led 

10:30am 

CW HC 

R Tett 

  

  

  

 

19th May 

5th Sunday of 

Easter 

  

  

9:00am 

CW HC 

L Burn 

  

  

6:00pm 

Evening 

Prayer 

R Tett 

  

  

26th May 

6th Sunday of 

Easter 

10:30am 

United Parish CW HC at Ashton 

R Tett 

30th May 

Ascension Day 

7:30pm 

Deanery Ascension Day Service at Drakes Broughton 

JUNE 

2nd June 

Sunday after 

Ascension Day 

  

9:00am 

BCP HC 

L Burn 

  

  

9:00am 

CW HC 

D Lewis 

  

mailto:parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
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Lightning Strikes 
 
In the year 1769 a church in Brescia, Italy, was struck by 
lightning. Unfortunately a large quantity of gunpowder,  
belonging to the Republic of Venice, had been stored in the 
church vaults for safekeeping. It was not safe enough. The 
lightning triggered an almighty explosion, destroying a large 
part of the town and killing 3,000 people. 
 
In those days there was little in the way of Health and Safety regulations.  
Nevertheless concerns were raised. One obvious question was why the building had 
not been fitted with a lightning conductor. (These had been invented, twenty years 
earlier, by the American Benjamin Franklin).  
 
The answer was that in the 1760s most churches refused to install conductors,  
regarding their use as “heretical.” Prejudice against them was such that some lightning 
rods, once installed, were torn down again. Thunder and lightning were seen as signs 
of God’s wrath – therefore it was wrong to try to guard against them with this new 
equipment.  
 
In the absence of lightning conductors churches were not left completely defenceless - 
they would try to ward off thunderstorms by ringing their bells. Of course church bells 
were often housed in towers and steeples that tended to be the tallest structures for 
miles around, and thus attracted lightning strikes. The result was a grievous loss of 
bellringers. In Germany 120 of them were killed by lightning over a thirty-year period in 
the 1700s. Eventually, in 1786, the French government declared it illegal to ring 
church bells during storms. 
 
The reluctance to install lightning conductors may sound daft to us. Yet even today it 
can seem strange that a church should have insurance to cover itself against “acts of 
God.” A theology which says that God will not allow churches to be struck by lightning 
is clearly inadequate: it needs to be upgraded to something a bit more sophisticated if 
it is to take account of the real world. 
 
The Church has not always been very clever at adapting to changes or coming to 
terms with advances in scientific knowledge. (The persecution of Galileo for saying 
that the earth moves around the sun is an oft-quoted and notorious example). But time 
moves on, and the Church is called to proclaim the gospel afresh in every generation. 
In other words, we have to share the timeless truths of the gospel in ways that are 
meaningful and relevant for the culture of the time in which we are living. Which in our 
case is now May 2019. 
 
                        David Lewis       
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MAY  9:00am 
 

10:30am 
 

6:00pm 

 
May 5th 

                                
 

  
Besford - D Lewis 

                                 
Teddington - Katy Morgan 

 

  
Bricklehampton - D Lewis  

 
Bredon  - C Frith  

  

May 12th 

 
Little Comberton - D Lewis 

 
Bredon’s Norton - R Tett 

 
Eckington - D Lewis 

 
Overbury - R Tett 

 

 

May 19th 
 
                             
  

 
Eckington - R Tett 

 
Beckford - L Burn 

                                      

 
Bredon - Robert Jones 

Great Comberton - R Tett 
                                        

 
Alstone - R Tett 

 
May 26th 

 
                            
  

 
Elmley Castle - R Tett 

 
Bredon’s Norton - D Lewis 

 

 
Defford - D Lewis 

 
Ashton- R Tett 

Beckford Group  
United Service  

 

  
 

Service Schedule for 2019: 
Below are the clergy-led Sunday services in the new schedule being held around the 
Bredon Hill Group for May. Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in bold.  
A full list of services in the Beckford Group is on the inside cover. 

2019 Lent Lunches 
 

The March Lent Lunches this year raised over £600.  
Many thanks to the hosts and the people who supported the lunches  

so generously around the parish.  
 

Proceeds will go to St Richard's Hospice. 

Cheese and Wine Evening 
 
Please see page 6 for details of a Cheese and Wine Evening in 
Teddington Village Hall on Saturday 8th June. 

Christian Aid Week 
 
Please see the individual church page for details of  
coffee mornings or house to house collections. 
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Although the following notice is from Teddington and Alstone Parish Council it  

is a principle that should apply in all our villages. 
 

NOTICE TO DOG WALKERS 
  
Please could dog walkers that use the Vine Tree Farm footpath be 
reminded to take their dog poo/bags home with them for disposal 
or use the dog poo bins provided in the village. Bags are being left 
on the footpath/hanging on the gates/in the muck trailer and even 
in the fields with the horses. If any of the livestock ingest one of 
these bags it could have fatal consequences. Manure from the 
trailers is spread back onto the fields so again could end up being 
ingested; they are NOT to be used as a poo bin. 
  
The land is under constant CCTV surveillance and the law clearly states: 
  
If a dog defecates at any time on designated land and a person   
who is in charge of the dog at that time fails to remove the faeces from the   
land forthwith, that person shall be guilty of an offence.  
  
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
  
               Teddington and Alstone Parish Council 

Save the Children  
 

Peppa Pig's Muddy Puddle Walk 
Monday 13th May at 10:00 am 

 
Meet at Beckford Village Hall 

for a fun walk and scavenger hunt around  
Beckford Nature Reserve. 

 
£5.00 entry per family - Cakes and Cookies Sale 

 
Pre-school children and Carers - join us for the 2nd. Annual Muddy Puddle Walk to 

raise much-needed funds for children in the UK and around the world. 
Children must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

All Welcome! 
 

Despite very muddy puddle weather last year, 8 intrepid toddlers raised £150.00 for 
Save The Children!  Please come and help us to raise even more this year.  
For more information, please call 07708 450716.  
 

Thankyou, Tina Brown and Jayne Miller 
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News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries 

 TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB 
     

Friday 17th May, 2:30pm – 4:30pm 

Entrance fee of £4.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake 
plus all participation activities for those wishing to take 

part 
Family and friends most welcome. 

  
   For more information call Sue on 01242 620264,  

Brian on 01242 620898 
          or email susancarter1402@gmail.com 
                     

May Services  

  May 5th:   9:00am, Teddington - Holy Communion with Katy Morgan 

  May 19th: 6:00pm, Alstone - Evening Prayer with Rick  

  May 26th: 10:30am, Ashton - United Parish Holy Communion with Rick 

The Annual Christian Aid Collection May 13th - 19th              
As in previous years, the Christian Aid envelopes will be delivered 
to all the houses in Teddington, Alstone and Bengrove well in time 
for the collection between 13th and 19th May. Your envelope will 

give more detail about its collection.  
Please give as generously as you can to this vital and much respected charity.  

 

Chapelries Cheese and Wine Evening 
Teddington Village Hall, Saturday 8th June   

Tickets On Sale Now! 
 

If you like wine* or cheese or indeed both, then please join us for a generous glass of 
white/red quality wine and a selection of cheese, crackers, French stick, etc.   
Additional glasses of wine, etc. will be available!    
All profits will go directly to keep our two churches open and that's only 
going to be possible with your support.... 
*If wine isn't your thing then we have other beverages.  
 
Ticket numbers limited, so please book early, admission £7.50 pp.   

Please contact Kieran on 07753 345060 or Anne on 01242 60351  
for more details and tickets.   

 

Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be holding their next meeting on  
Tuesday 14th May at 7:30pm in the village hall.  
This will be the AGM where we bid farewell to 2 councillors and meet 2 new ones,  
followed by a regular meeting. Please join us. 

mailto:susancarter57@btinternet.com
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Tewkesbury Choral Society     
www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk 

 
Saturday 11

th
 May at  7:30pm in Tewkesbury Abbey 

Tewkesbury Choral Society with Chameleon Arts Orchestra  
directed by John Holloway 

 
 Soloists: Alexandra Stevenson (Soprano), Hannah Davey (Soprano),  

Timothy Clifford Hill (Counter tenor), Matthew Spillett (Tenor),  
Jamie Hall (Bass-Baritone) 

 
Choral music by Handel: Messiah Parts Two and Three 

My Heart is Inditing 
O Praise the Lord with One Consent 

 
Tickets (unreserved) £15 from Society members, the Abbey Shop 01684 856148, 

on the door, or on line at www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s   
Accompanied School children free 

 Date for your diary: 
 

  Alstone Summer Fete & Sports Day 
   Saturday 15th June - 2:30pm 
   Venue: Alstone Playing Field 
 Traditional Sports Day & Games for everyone,  
   Stalls, Tombola, Refreshments.  
                     Fun for all. 

                                  Competition for the Hearle Cup! 
 

All welcome, free Admission 
 

Proceeds towards the Alstone Playing Field Fund 

SAVE  THE  DATE! 
 

  Keep the evening of Saturday 10th August free for a  
   Teddington Village Hall Summer Celebration 
 
   It’s an Ashes Summer Quiz & Barbecue 
    
      Details to follow 

http://www.Tewkesburychoral.org.uk
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s
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News From Beckford 

From the Beckford Registers 
Interment of Ashes:  20th March 2019       
          Ruth Joan Elizabeth Taylor   (died 17th November 2016) 
 
Oriental Visitors 
A few weeks ago we were surprised to receive an email from 
the London office of a Japanese travel agency enquiring  
whether we would be prepared to receive a visit from a group of  
Japanese visitors who wished to visit Beckford church. Of 
course we responded positively, though somewhat mystified as 
to how they had heard of the church – and what interested 
them about it. On the appointed day, a huge and luxurious 
coach arrived and disgorged a group of seventeen visitors,  
accompanied by a (Japanese) London Blue Badge guide, a 
(Japanese) professor of architecture and an English Blue Badge guide from Hereford. It  
transpired that, through the power of the internet*, the high quality of the church’s Romanesque 
architecture had attracted attention and the visitors enthusiastically examined every detail, as-
sisted by their guides who translated the answers to numerous questions posed. The visit was 
part of a ten-day tour of English churches. The visitors were taken aback to see the copy of a 
Japanese Bible which we hold and were entranced to hear the story of how David Pugh,  
stationed in Japan, met Kyo who forsook her homeland to marry him and settle with him in 
Beckford. The Bible had been hers. At the end of their tour the visitors went to the spot in the 
churchyard where, together, David and Kyo lie beneath a plaque which bears her name in her 
native script and which is appropriately inscribed with those poignant words of Ruth: “Thy  
people shall be my people and thy God, my God”. * An informative article can be reached via:  
http://greatenglishchurches.co.uk/html/beckford.html 
 

Summertime in Beckford 
 As foreshadowed in last month’s magazine, arrangements are now in place for this year’s  
Garden Party – Summertime in Beckford  - which will be held on Saturday 20th July from 
7:00 - 9:00pm in the lovely walled garden of The Stabling, Court Farm Lane, Beckford, 
through the kindness of Jane and Mark McCauley.  Once again we shall enjoy a two-hour  
performance by the talented Bellini Strings quartet – light classical and music from the shows 
– which will make a perfect accompaniment on a summer’s 
evening while Pimms, wine (or soft drinks) and canapés are 
served throughout. There will also be a raffle. When it’s  
mentioned that Bryony will again be organising the canapés, it 
will be recognised that that fact alone justifies attendance! 
As those who’ve attended previous such evenings will know, the 
garden party is a perfect celebration of an English summer and is a delightful way to meet old 
friends and to make new ones. Should the weather be less than ideal, Jane and Mark’s  
splendid new orangery and garden room will afford shelter. 
Tickets, which will cost £15 and will include a welcoming glass of Pimms and canapés all 
through the performance, will be available from 20th May from David Carvill (882002), Graham 
Galer (882200) or from Beckford Stores (881248). 
So do please put the date in your diaries (if you haven’t already done so) and be sure to 
secure your tickets. Help in supplying canapés or prizes for the raffle would, of course, 
be very gratefully accepted……. 
 

Beckford Coffee Mornings 
 As has become the custom, we shall devote the proceeds from our 
May Coffee Morning to Christian Aid as it falls very shortly after 
Christian Aid Week and we lack volunteers to undertake a  
door-to-door collection. So, in order to enjoy the usual pleasant social  

occasion, while sampling from a selection of home-made cakes – and at the same time greatly 
benefiting those in need - do please come to Beckford church chancel between 10.30am and 
12 noon on Friday 31

st
 May.  The basic cost remains at £2.50 but on this occasion feel free to 

add as much as you wish to help the charity in its worthwhile work.    
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BECKFORD W.I. - April Report 
 
Our President, Margaret Darby welcomed 25 members and 7 visitors to Village Hall on  
Monday 8th April. Since the last meeting the Beckford WI team had been successful in the first 
round of the County Quiz and were looking forward to taking place in the next round. Members 
had attended the Annual Council meeting at the Cheltenham Town Hall and reported that the 
speakers were inspirational, with a talk about the role of the WI in campaigning for change in 
many areas concerned with damage to the environment and a talk given by Dr Helen  
Pankhurst on the continuing need for equality of opportunities for women in all areas both at 
home and abroad.  
In Beckford our members are taking part in a First Aid course and the focus of the craft  
activities is the production of fabric driver bags for the patients undergoing chemotherapy at 
Cheltenham General hospital. These hold the automated drivers which deliver the doses of 
medicine and allow patients a greater freedom of movement while undergoing treatment. The 
quarterly competition for the Margaret Lodge Memorial goblet took place at the meeting with 
the theme being “Seasonal Flowers” whereby members had entered examples of a simple 
spray or individual bloom or a photo or depiction of a suitable flower in any medium.  
Margaret then introduced our speaker for the evening who was Alan Pillbeam who had come 
to speak about the origins of the footpaths of Gloucestershire. 
Alan explained that it was well established that the best way to get to know a place was to walk 
the footpaths of the area. However, he was intrigued by the actual footpaths themselves and 
what had caused them to come into being. Footpaths range from those which radiate from a 
particular locality to those which follow a much longer linear route such as the ancient  
pilgrimage paths to shrines. The age of these paths can be over 2000 years. Many of the  
footpaths in Gloucestershire are of Saxon origin and follow a pattern. There would be a path 
from a settlement to the watermill, to the nearest woods for fuel and a path to the fields where 
the crops would be grown. In addition there would be a boundary path around the parish 
bounds which would be walked on Rogation Day where the clergy would lead prayers for the 
crops and the process was called “Beating the Bounds”.  
Long distance paths took pilgrims to shrines both in this country and farther afield to places 
such as Santiago de Compostela in Spain. Other paths were used by drovers who brought 
their animals from various places to London and footpaths beside 
the rivers and canals of the region, such as those by the River  
Severn leading up to Ironbridge. Looking for clues along a footpath 
can help establish facts about its origin. At Guiting Power the  
footpath into the present village passes fields which are very  
hummocky and this indicates the presence of the original houses of 
the old village which was moved to its current position some way 
away. In several areas in Gloucestershire there are settlements 
dotted around hillsides with paths linking the cottages to the places 
of work such as mills in the Stroud area or the collieries in the Forest of Dean. Alan illustrated 
his talk with slides of the various paths and it was interesting to see how many we recognised 
and hopefully it will allow us to understand more about their history.  
Margaret thanked Alan for his fascinating talk which had attracted a number of visitors to the 
meeting.  
The next meeting is on Monday 13th May at 7.30pm when the speaker will be Viv Ebbage who 
will give a talk about ‘Surviving the Costa Concordia Disaster’. Visitors are most welcome. 

 
                                 Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary 

Note:  
We are delighted to reveal that the March Coffee Morning raised a quite astonishing sum of 
£325 (when Gift Aid is included) for the work of the Disasters Emergency Committee in  
bringing aid to the many thousands so severely affected by Cyclone Idai in Mozambique,  
Malawi and Zimbabwe.  The magnitude of this sum is unprecedented in the annals of our  
coffee mornings and we’re hugely grateful for the generosity of so many people.  It was our 
busiest coffee morning ever and the chancel was packed. 
 
See page 10 for information on the Beckford Churchyard Clear and Spring Clean on May 4th. 



 

 
Page 10 

                                 Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd 

         There was quite a lot to talk about at the committee meeting on    
              March 25th.  
                              Most villagers will have heard by now that, at its AGM on  
                          March 23rd, the Social Club decided to close from April 4th. This is for 
many people the sad end to an era shown, for example, by the many posts on the Beckford 
Parish Noticeboard (Facebook) reminiscing about parents and grandparents who used to work 
or socialise there. The premises are held on a 99-year lease, dating from 1987, from the  
village hall to the 'Beckford Mens Club', and we now have to go through legal formalities to  
terminate the lease and, more importantly, to decide what use should be made of the premises 
in the future. We shall be looking at some way of securing a commercial return on the building, 
and would welcome suggestions from anyone, or any organisation, in the village. Imagination 
needed! 
 
As mentioned last month, we have been asking all the eleven organisations which make up the 
membership of Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd the question: what would make the hall 
better?  All have now responded. The Tennis Club's 'blue sky' proposal for a new sports and 
community centre is by some way the most radical, but other organisations have given thought 
to the subject and come forward with ideas. These will be used as the basis for decisions on 
the next stages of hall refurbishment which, following the recent replacement of the roof, is 
badly needed in the short to medium term. 
 
One aspect of refurbishment concerns the hall floor: it is badly worn and needs sanding and 
resealing. We have obtained two estimates for the cost of this, but feel that our limited funds 
might be better spent on, for example, better insulation and/or lighting. We are currently  
prioritising the various refurbishment options and hope to get some work done before long. 
 
Lots of social/fundraising events are planned for the summer. Keep a look out  for notices, in 
the shop and elsewhere! 

                Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd 

Neighbourhood Plan - save the date! 

The Beckford Neighbourhood Plan is gradually taking shape. The Steering 

Group is going to hold a public exhibition and consultation at the village 

hall  on Wednesday May 22nd.  

Come along and give your views!  More news later, including timing, via 
the website (http://www.beckford2041.co.uk) and public notices. 

Beckford Churchyard Clear - and Spring Clean  
 

After the winter, the churchyard could do with some sprucing up 
to bring it back to its normal attractive appearance. Whilst the 
grass cutting has resumed under contract, there is much weeding 
and pruning to be done. We'd like to organise a morning of work 
on Saturday 4th May from 9.30am and encourage helpers to 
come along and lend a hand so that the church and its setting can look its best. Please 
bring your own tools and gloves. Refreshments will be provided!  
For those not horticulturally inclined, there is some spring-cleaning to be done inside 
the building. Faithful and industrious as our regular helpers are, under Shirley Ellis's 
leadership, in keeping the church clean and presentable, there are spots somewhat  
beyond their reach which could benefit from attention: high window sills and the tops of 
windows and other ledges - especially higher up in the vestry. An extra pair of steps 
would be helpful (there is one set in the vestry).  
 

All volunteers will be warmly welcomed!   
Any queries please to David Carvill on 882002. Thank you. 

http://bredfield.onesuffolk.net/events/churchyard-clear-up-2/
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NEWS FROM OVERBURY 
 
April started joyfully with our first wedding of the year, between Matthew Hunt and April 
Wale. They have been attending services at Overbury for some time and it was a real 
pleasure to hold their marriage in St Faith’s. We are also proud to announce that this 
event also marked the first occasion when our smart new toilet was put into action!   
Work on the refreshment area is not yet complete – and there are still 
odds and ends to tidy up - but we are hoping that everything will be  
finished by the beginning of May. In the meantime, we are delighted to 
report that the National Churches Trust have awarded us £10,000  
towards the project. This very generous grant is greatly appreciated and 

means that we are in a much better position to provide 
funding for the electrical rewiring that is a necessary part 
of our next plan to upgrade the church lighting. Following 
a visit by Historic England, we have received preliminary approval from 
the Diocesan Advisory Board (which is responsible for assessing all 
building, repair and maintenance work in churches). This is an  
encouraging step towards being granted permission to proceed. 
 

After a well-attended Palm Sunday service, we are looking forward to welcoming the 
Revd Katy Morgan to a Family Communion Service on Easter Sunday. 
 
However, April has not been without great sadness. Following the death of Freddie 
Wood in February, we have now lost another of Overbury’s oldest and most loved  
residents. Dagny Holland-Martin, who died very peacefully at home on 10th April, has 
been a pillar of our community for as long as most of us can remember, living in the  
village for over 65 years. A greatly valued supporter of the church and all village  
activities, there were very few events that she did not contribute to and attend and her 
now legendary Bulb Sale in December has been a wonderful annual fundraiser for the 
Friends of St Faith’s for many years. Our Sunday services feel very strange without her 
familiar figure in the pew in front of the pulpit!  With her inimitable determination and  
despite not feeling at all well, she never lost interest in what was going on in other  
people’s lives and continued to entertain friends almost to the end, celebrating her 94th 
birthday on 2nd April. Hers was indeed a long life well lived and she will be sorely 
missed by us all. The funeral will be attended by very close family only but a Service of 
Thanksgiving will be held in St Faith’s later in the summer. 

OVERBURY AND CONDERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

The ANNUAL PARISH MEETING for all members of the parish has been arranged for  

Monday 13th May at 6.45pm in Overbury Village Hall.  This is an ideal opportunity to 

meet the Councillors informally and to discuss any parish matters. 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will follow the Annual Parish Meeting. Please     

contact the Clerk, Ros Long, on 01386 725117 by Monday 6th May with items for discussion 

at the Parish Meeting or to be included on the Parish Council’s Annual Meeting agenda. 

Ros Long/Clerk to the Parish Council, 01386 725117 

           e-mail: ros@overburyenterprises.co.uk 

REMINDER ................ 

The OVERBURY STREET MARKET takes place between 10am and midday on        

Saturday 13th July this year – full details next month but in the meantime contact 

Andrew John on 01386 725229 or Overbury Estate Office on 01386 725111 for  

further information. 
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News from Ashton under Hill 

St Barbara’s Church 
Lent has seemed a long season this year, since it has lasted until nearly the end of 
April.   
St Barbara’s enjoyed hosting the Mothering Sunday service at the end of March, with 
the traditional handing out of posies and refreshments afterwards. The weather was 
kind and sunny. Many thanks to Nettie, Stacey and Jackie who made the flower  
posies and organised a painting session on the Saturday to create flowers for the  
children’s corner.  
 
Palm Sunday was enlivened by the procession of the donkey 
and bay branches from Alastair’s garden in a dramatised  
version of the Gospel.   
The Meditations on Monday were very much appreciated and 
gave an insight into the events of Holy Week with an  
opportunity for deeper thought and reflection. Thank you to 
Graham Pharo for offering this to us and to the several readers 
who took part.  

 
We were delighted as ever to welcome Ashton First School for their 
end of term service on 12th April with Rev David Lewis. The children 
sang with their customary gusto and the forty or so parents and 
friends in attendance showed their appreciation. The children and 
staff were ready for their break after a very busy week and a super 
production of “Mary Poppins” in which everyone had been involved. 
 

Our services for May will be Village Worship on 5th May – the theme to be  
Thanksgiving. All are welcome to the United Beckford Parish Holy Communion  
service on 24th May. There will be the usual refreshments after the service. 
 
A reminder that Village Worship in June will be held on the second Sunday, 9th June, 
as part of the Open Gardens weekend.  
 

     CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - Coffee Morning and Plant Sale         
   NEW DATE - Thursday 16th May, 10:00am – 12noon 

                      Willow End, Elmley Road (opposite Cornfield Way) 
 

Please come and support our fund raising for Christian Aid 
which this year is especially supporting women and children in 
Sierra Leone.  
The coffee morning is instead of a House to House collection 
in Ashton. Donations via Gift Aid welcome. 

 
Hopefully the fine weather will continue so that we shall have some good plants to 
sell!          
                                      Judith Hunter 
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - April Report 

 

Our president Marjy welcomed thirty five members and friends to the meeting in April. 
The business part of the meeting dealt with the two resolutions for the National Annual 
meeting, both of which were approved. It was felt that the issue of rural buses was 
worthwhile but not likely to make much difference nationally to the decline in services, 
whilst “Don’t fear the smear” was a campaign supported by more members. Other 
events included a visit to the Everyman theatre for a colourful production of the musical 
“Hair” and a lovely walk at Welford on Avon to enjoy the Spring and a pub lunch.  
We are supporting the WI charity ACWW by going on a walk along the river Severn in 
Worcester on 29th April. Three members had enjoyed a Craft afternoon put on by  
Littletons WI and learnt how to make Dorset buttons. 
Members were encouraged to make cakes and sign up for Open Gardens in June. 

 
The speaker for April was a welcome return visit to Ashton from 
Ginny Davis, with her one woman show “To the Fringe and  
Beyond.” Ginny kept us all entertained with various anecdotes 
about the history of the legal profession and acting out sketches 
from some of her comedies. These may have has many as nine 
characters all of which she plays herself. These included Ruth 
Rich, and her tribulations of family life, a skit on Book clubs and 
their non reading members, parents’ evening at school, and the 
return home of adult children. There was even a specially written 
song ‘in conversation’ with one such teenager. Indeed her own 

children had proved a rich source of comic material in the mould of a Bridget Jones  
Diary when she was a stay at home mother. 
Ginny confessed that she’d always relished a challenge but didn’t really know what she 
wanted to do in life. A spell as a barrister’s clerk led to her training as a barrister  
herself, a profession which she followed for ten years. She did admit that some of the 
theatricality of the courtroom impressed her, and that acting was in the same sphere. 
Ginny embarked upon a complete change of direction in 2007 – she had been  
performing sketches locally but seized her chance to take part 
in the Edinburgh “Fringe” festival. It was both expensive and 
complicated to put on her own one woman show, but with a lot 
of support from her team she managed to sell out her  
performances. This really launched her career and she now 
appears regularly in local venues for example “Shindig” and 
also further afield. She is appearing at the Buxton Festival this summer.  
Ginny recommended the power of positive thinking and taking up something new even 
later in life. I doubt that many of us would include standing up in front of a room of 
strangers and making them laugh as an easy goal. The vote of thanks was given by 
Marjy Facer. 
 
The next meeting is the Annual Meeting on 7th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall,  
followed by a talk on the ‘History of the River Isborne’ by Mike Lovatt.  
Please check the time of the talk if you are interested in coming. It is likely to start at 
8:15 or 8:30pm.  
                                                                      Judith Hunter 
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            Alderton Allotments 
 

Various sized plots with reasonable rents are now available.  
The waiting list is open to both residents of Alderton and the  

       surrounding villages.  
 

   For further details please contact: 
  Tamsin James, Clerk to Alderton Parish Council 

  01684 290392 or tamsin.james1@btinternet.com 

  2019 Season 
 
After a very good preparation day at the club, the nets and 
pavilion are looking  great and senior practices are well 

under way every Tuesday evening (6.30pm  - 8pm). New players are always  
welcome. The League season starts in May. 
 
Junior outdoor training has resumed on Friday evenings (6.30pm – 7.30pm), organised 
by our very experienced Youth Manager, Dave Westmore.  New junior 
players are again most welcome (age 5-16).  
 
We hope to run a number of special events in 2019 and it would be great 
to see you at all or any of them.   
 
Please note these dates in your diaries:- 
Friday 7th June – Club Golf Day  
Monday & Tuesday  24th and 25th June - Annual Six-a-Side Contest  featuring  
                                                                      local clubs (6pm start) 
Friday 19th July – Fun Night 
 
We are always pleased to see new social members of course, on payment of a  
donation. In addition to match days, the pavilion is open on most Friday evenings from 
6.30pm. Please come along ! 
  
Dave Devereux, OCC Chairman   (01684 850329 or 07949 648372) 
Dave Westmore, Junior Chairman  (07747 092870) 
http://overbury.play-cricket.com 

The following words were read by Leonard Burns at Rosie Atkin’s Memorial Service 
 
She Is Gone - based on a short verse by David Harkins 
You can shed tears that she is gone 
Or you can smile because she has lived 
You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back 
Or you can open your eyes and see all that she has left 
 
Your heart can be empty because you can’t see her 
Or you can be full of the love that you shared 
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday 
Or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday 

You can remember her and only that she is gone 
Or you can cherish her memory and let it live on                                                        
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back 

Or you can do what she would want: smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

mailto:tamsin.james1@btinternet.com
http://overbury.play-cricket.com/
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Parish Walks 2019 
These are led walks in our beautiful countryside. All are welcome, so do come and  
enjoy them with us. Sorry, no dogs. Walks start at 7 pm and we allow 2 hours to walk about 4 
miles, talking to friends old and new. There is a small charge of 50p per walk which is 
shared between the Mzamomhle CATCH project and Beckford Nature Reserve. 
 
13th May: Julie & Sue - Meet at Eckington Bridge car park for a circular walk by the river to 
Strensham Lock, returning by lane to Eckington and then a road with pavement to the starting 
point.  No stiles.  Could be muddy. 
 
20th May: Sue - Park on the road at Church Row, Overbury  GL20 7NY,  leaving room for the 
residents.  We’ll walk to Conderton and then start the gentle climb up the hill with plenty of 
view stops to catch our breath.  We will see the Tower in the distance but won’t go there this 
time. There are 5 stiles at the beginning of the walk, a little road walking, some bridleways 
which shouldn’t be muddy, and footpaths. 
 
27th May: Rose  - Meet at Winchcombe library car park, Back Lane. The walk is about four 
miles, mainly flat with 1 gentle uphill stretch. 
 
3rd June: Meg - Starting from Lower Lode car park GL20 7DP.  Approaching from  
Tewkesbury on the A38, turn right immediately after the long stay car park. Drive for about 
three quarters of a mile to the River Severn and the car park. Four mile circular walk to 
Deerhurst and back. Flat with some stiles. 
 
10th June: Rita, Sue and Sharon - Meet at Stanton village car park. Three and a half miles. A 
flat walk through Stanton, Laverton and Buckland. 
 
17th June: Ray - Start from Bredon village hall car park. A flat walk across the nature reserve 
to Kinsham, returning along the track parallel to the railway line. 
 
24th June: Mike and Jenny - Please park tidily in the Shutters Inn car park in Gotherington.  
We go north to Oxenton, then over Crane hill to Woolstone and back to Gotherington. About 
four miles with 500ft of climbing. Mostly pasture with a few stiles. The Shutters opens on  
Mondays, so we can sample their wares after the walk. 
 
1st July: Roger & Di - Around Prestbury via Cheltenham racecourse. Meet in the free car park
(signposted in the High Street) off The Bank which links High Street and Mill Street. Grid ref 
972239. Slight ascent. Several  stiles. Mostly fields, (possibly muddy in parts), and  
pavements. Stunning views if clear. 
 
8th July: Roger F - Hanley Swan, starting from The Swan Inn, grid ref 812428. Moderate walk 
of four miles, with some nice views. Mostly flat but with a short climb. Half a mile or so road 
section. Could be muddy in places. Some stiles and encompasses part of last year’s walk. A 
good pub for a drink after the walk. 
 
15th July: Pat & Maggie - A gentle ascent of Bredon Hill. Cars in Overbury, as on 20th May.  
Meet at the park gates, grid ref 960378. About four and a half miles, ascending through the 
park to the summit. We then retrace our steps for a short distance before walking along The 
Belt and descending via a permissive path to Pigeon Lane. 
 
22nd July: Marilyn & David - Park in Dumbleton. Meet at the Church. Three and a half miles.  
One steep climb. 
 
29th  July: Ron - Meet in the car park of the Wheatstone Inn, Barnwood, GL43HR, OS Ref 
8649518880, for a three and a half to four mile walk. Great views, (weather permitting), from 
the top of Churchdown Hill are the reward. The final uphill section is fairly strenuous and can 
be extremely muddy if wet. 
 
5th August:  Bev & Simon - Meet in Beckford, opposite the shop for a mystery walk! 
 
12th August : Mike & Jenny - A short walk from Bredon’s Norton, starting at 6.30 pm, to build 
up an appetite for our end of season supper hosted by the ladies of Bredon’s Norton Church. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.                    

Small Ads 
 
For Sale: 
Piano Stool - dark wood, upholstered in beige velvet 
Very good condition - £20.00 
 
Please contact Loretta Curr at Applewood, Teddington 
Tel: 01242 620352 

If you have a problem with your computer or other electronic device,  
let me help you to solve it.  

I offer a friendly and efficient service in any of the following areas: 
 

 Computers: Including installing virus checkers, using Microsoft programmes,   

e-mailing, and using the internet.  

 Mobile phones: How to set-up and use your phone, including use of apps 

and upgrades.  

 Apple: How to use your I Pad/ I phone. 

 TVs: Set-up and use of your new Smart TV. 

 Tuition: How to use any of the above, plus Skype, internet shopping, Email or 

anything else you need help with. 
 

For further details, without any commitment call, email or call: 
 

Jamie – Tech Support: 
07885 238811 – jamworley@gmail.com 

 

TECHNOLOGY SUPPORT 
For when you most need help with your  

computer, mobile phone or TV 

 



 

 

P&H Services Ltd 
Electrical Engineers and Contractors 
 

Paul Hopkins 
 

 

Home:    01386 881528 

Mobile:  07860 698847 
 

paul..phservices@btinternet.com 
 

Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU 

Inside & Out 
 

 

Painting, decorating and 
basic property upkeep! 

 

David Smith 
01386 422361 

0782 819 9613 
 

Local references available 

GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

 

Turfing, Mowing, 
Weeding,  Hedge 

cutting, Tree pruning,  
Garden Clearance 

Fencing 
 

Regular or one-off. 
No job too small. Local 
references available. 

 

 TONY  

  01386 854797 
  07752 613814 

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.                   Page 1                             

Tel: 01386 881550 
Mobile: 07967 383639 

 

        Monarch Builders Ltd   
           Quality through Design  

     You dream it, we build it, you live it 
 

We are dedicated to provide our customers with a  

high range of building services from  

  Extensions, Landscaping and exterior building works 

  Modernization of kitchens, bathrooms and interiors  

 

All works tailored to your needs 

21 years of personal experience in the building industry  

in Gloucestershire & Worcestershire and  

75% of works carried out through recommendation  

 

     Teddington: 01242620331 / 07899902855 

     Email: monarchbuildersltd@yahoo.com 

     Website on its way: www.monarchbuildersltd.co.uk  

 

mailto:monarchbuildersltd@yahoo.com
http://www.monarchbuilderstld.co.uk


 

 

 

HM Garden & 
Landscape Services 

 

David Haynes 
 

Garden Maintenance 

Turfing     Fencing 
Patios     Pergolas 

Telephone 

01684 773834 

   Mobile 

 07909 948284 

Aerial Erection Service 

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems 

Supplied & Installed 

Multiple Outlets & Sky Links 

Family Business Established 1973 

Stuart Huntley 

Tel:  01386 553151     

Mobile: 07976 606967 

www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk 

HINTON PEST 

CONTROL LTD 
Preferred Contractor for 

Worcestershire Local    

Authorities 

 

Speedy response to domestic calls.  

Commercial quotes available. 

Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas, 

bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, & 

cockroaches,  

Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified 

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666 
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk 

Bredon Hill 
Grounds Maintenance 

 

All aspects of garden and grounds 
care undertaken, large or small. 

 

Experienced, qualified, 
insured & reliable.  

 

Dave Hunting  

07733 328631 
 

Graham Keeling  

01386 882962 

              RAILS END NURSERY 
         Back Lane, Ashton under Hill  
   01386 881884           07970718890 
             railsendnursery@gmail.com        
 Bedding and basket plants 
 Planters and baskets filled 

We stock an ever expanding range of       
roses and perennials, as well as                

seasonal  bedding.                                                                   
Looking for something in particular?  

Get in touch. 
OPEN:  Easter to the end of October      

10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY                 

During the winter open by appointment only 

DCJ BUILDING SERVICES 
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD 

City and Guilds and  
CITB Qualified 

 
 ASHLEIGH HOUSE 
 ELMLEY ROAD 
 ASHTON UNDER HILL 
 WR11 7SW 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK  
                                UNDERTAKEN 

 
Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150 
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk 
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Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG 

Boiler Servicing &  

Breakdown Engineers 
BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS 

QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER 

TECHNICIANS 

BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 

SPECIALISTS 
 

 

Unit 26B, Cotteswold 
Dairy Industrial Estate 

Northway Lane, 
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE 

 

01684 293556 
  IDEAL             TRIANCO 

  BAXI                  WORCESTER 

  POTTERTON          GRANT 

136539 

mailto:railsendnursery@gmail.com


 

 

Holloway Farm House 
Bed & Breakfast 

 

Ashton-under-Hill, 
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN 

Tel: 01386 881910 
 

Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com 
  www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk 

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET 
 

MULBERRY COTTAGE, BECKFORD,  
TEWKESBURY GL20 7AF 

Sleeps 2, 1 double bedroom with en-suite. 
 

Weekly or short breaks. Also available for 
longer winter let from November-March 

 

DINGLE COTTAGE, LOWER SOLVA 
HAVERFORDWEST, PEMBS. SA62 6UY 

Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms, one double, one twin 
both with en-suite. Weekly or short breaks 
Further details can be found on the website: 

www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk 

or by contacting the owner on  01386 881230 or   
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com 

The Old Post House & Barn 
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW  

(nearly opposite The Star) 
 

Beautiful barn conversion available for  
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’ 

accommodation; lovely spacious living area 
in the eaves; Flat screen TV,  DVD player & 

free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too. 
 

01386 882466 or 07976 906653 
 

www.the-old-post-house.co.uk 

"FIT FEET" 

Mobile Foot Care 
Service. 

Be treated in the comfort  
of your own home. 
Conditions include: 

 Nail 
Trimming 

 Hard Skin 

 Corns 

 Callus 

 Fungal Nails 

 Ingrowing Toenails 

 Reduction of thickened 
nails 

Call Lynn on 07795553283 

THE COFFEE SHOP 
@ Beckford Silk 

Danni and Heather welcome you. 
 

Open Monday to  
Saturday 

 9.00am – 4.00pm 
 

Ashton Road, Beckford,  
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU 

Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794 
danni@the-coffee-shop.net 

JO’S DOG SITTING 

 

Leave your 
dog in my 
home while 
you relax. 
 

JOANNE GAILEY 

DOG SITTER 

8 Willow Close 

Ashton under Hill 

 

07531 781842 

gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk 
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raspberryhen.co.uk  

High quality handmade bespoke curtains, 
blinds, lampshades & cushions. 

Locally based near Teddington.  
Sample books available. 

 Call for free no obligation home visit.   

 07811 045055 / 01242  620346 
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk 

Discount available on first purchase of curtains,     
please quote PM2019 subject to T and Cs.  

Beckford Stores 
 

Main Street, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
01386 881248 : info@beckford-stores.co.uk 

 

Your Local Store 
Post Office, Coffee Shop, Newsagent 

 

Beckford Country Flowers 

Would you  like help 
with your garden? 

I am a local  
gardener who 
can help with 
mowing, edging, 
and weeding. I 

can tidy boarders and prune 
shrubs and fruit trees.  
My rate is £15 per hour.   
I am happy to come and talk 
through potential work. 

Please call Bridget on  
01386 882084 or  

text 07432 607101 

Kaz & Annie’s,       
Ceramics and 

More... 
* Pottery Painting  
* Decopatch * Parties 
* Take Home Kits  
* Adult only evenings 
* Group Bookings  
* Gift Vouchers 
All ages welcome, pop 
in or reserve a table to 

paint and relax. 
 
18 Vine Mews,Vine St. 
 Evesham, WR11 4RE 

Tel: 01386 304878 

mailto:rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk


 

 

Regain Your Natural Poise 
 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

can help with: 

• stress 

• poor posture; back, neck 

and joint pain 

• improved performance in 

sport, music and other 

activities  

• general health and well-being 
 

 

 

Philippa Rands MSTAT 

01386 881633 

COUNSELLING 

Sometimes in life we need help working through 

tough times. I work with individuals, couples and 

young people to help you understand the issues 

holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.  

Please call me for a free phone  

consultation: 07908106709 

Jane Ashton 
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA 

British Association for Counselling  

and Psychotherapy 

Email: ashton.counselling@gmail.com 

 HOME CARE 

Bluebird Care helps  

people stay in the homes 

they love. Our care is  

tailored to individual needs 

and can vary from one visit 

per day to live in care. 

 

If you are thinking about support at home or 

would even like to be part of our friendly team 

whether full or part time please give us a call 

on 01386 764830 to find out more. 

Page 4               The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.                  

                     MG Executive Travel 

 
 Professional and Reliable Chauffeur  
 Services Providing Door to Door  
 Long Distance Travel Solutions 
 

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448 
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk  

 Airport Transfers 

 Weddings 

 Corporate Travel 

 Cotswolds Tours 

 Tewkesbury Based 

 Business Travel 

 Sports Events Travel 

 Family Chauffeuring 

 Seaport Travel 

 Mercedes S Class Vehicles 

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket  
Pavilion & Playing Fields & 

Dumbleton Village Hall 
 

School Holiday Clubs 

After School Childcare 

Private Tutoring 
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk 

littlebiglearners@gmail.com            

07725909808 

www.thecotswoldprivateclinic.co.uk 
Email: cotswoldprivateclinic@gmail.com  

Tel: 07961 64 62 62 
At The Cotswold Private Clinic, we strive for 
comprehensive excellence in everything we 
do. We offer a wide range of treatments for: 

♦  Hernias 
♦  Gallstones 
♦  Hiatus hernias 
♦  Gastro-oesophageal reflux disease 
♦  Upper GI endoscopy 

Craniosacral Therapy 
 

This subtle and powerful whole-body treatment can 

help a wide range of problems including sciatica, 

back and neck problems, joint problems, headaches, 

migraines, emotional issues, stress and anxiety. It 

facilitates deep release in restricted connective  

tissue and nurtures the central nervous system 

providing deep relaxation. 

 

Crystal Singing Bowl Sound Healing also available. 

 

To book or enquire contact   

Helen Beale  01386 725059 /  07811820717  
helenbsl@btinternet.com    

helenbealecraniosacral.com 

SPACE & TIME THERAPIES 
Therapeutic Massage 

Zero Balancing 

Kristy A. Teele, MTI, ZBUK, B.Sc 
www.spaceandtimetherapies.com 

on Facebook @ Space&Time 

Tel: 07758 105578 / 01684 594033 

Therapeutic Massage: Works with the muscular 
system to address physical issues and ailments, to  
alleviate stress or simply for relaxation. 
Zero Balancing: Works with the skeletal system to  
release held tension, promote alignment, create  
spaciousness in the body and restore the system to a  
restful state. 

Feel free to ring with any questions or book at  

session at the Devereux Centre in Tewkesbury 

http://www.thecotswoldprivateclinic.co.uk
mailto:helenbsl@btinternet.com
http://www.spaceandtimetherapies.com


 

 

Ford Fuels / G.L.B Ltd 
Specialists in Oil Fired 

Central Heating Systems 
 

Service,  Maintenance,  
Installations 

Rayburn  Aga  Boilers 
 

Beckford Church heating system 
maintained by ourselves since 1995 

01386 871777     Est. over 30 years  
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Thinking Holidays? 
 

Let CARRICK take care 
of it….. 

 
 
 

Carrick Travel is your local Independent 
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make 
you a coffee and have a chat about your  

future holiday plans.  
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham  
office have a huge range of exciting  

holidays on offer to suit all budgets and 
tastes.  

So if your next adventure is a seaside  
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city 

break then Carrick Travel is the perfect  
destination.  

 
Why not pop in or contact us now.  

 

CARRICK TRAVEL 
57-59 Port Street,  

Evesham, WR11 3LH 
Tel: 01386 41474 

Email: evesham@carricktravel.com  

 

mailto:evesham@carricktravel.com


 

 

Robin Porter Architects 
R.I.B.A. Chartered  Architect 

 
 

Independent professional with the 
vision and determination to achieve 
the best solutions for all my clients. 

Specialist in: 
Planning and Listed Building 

Consents 
Sustainable Developments 
Sympathetic Renovations 

Oak Framed Buildings 
Contemporary New Build 

 

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle 

01386 710651 

 Your IT  
Solution 

www.maltecservices.co.uk 
 

Domestic & Business Support 
 

Server & Network Installations 
WiFi & Mobile Advice 

Virus/Spyware Removal 
Custom Office Support Scenarios 

Maintenance Contracts 
 

Competitive Rates 
 

01684  773353         07788 922534 

In your time of need we’ll take care of 

all the funeral arrangements.            

Call us 24 hours a day.                            

 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans 

 Memorials 

 

MALCOLM J PRESLAND 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
        1 High Street 

Tewkesbury GL20 5AH 

01684 297376 
Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 

TURN TO US FOR  

HELP AND SUPPORT 

 
 
 

E Hill & Son  
Funeral Directors 

      An Independent Family Business 
    Serving the community since 1960 
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill 

    (Local people helping local people) 

Fairfield House, Defford Rd  
Pershore WR10 1HZ.  

01386 552141 

www.ehillandson.co.uk 

Pre-Payment Plans Available 

 
 
 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS 

 
Free auction valuations 

Regular fine art & antiques sales 
Insurance & probate valuations 

 

01452 344499 
enquiries@chorleys.com 
www.chorleys.com 

 

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK  
GLOUCESTERSHIRE GL4 8EU 
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Equine and Canine Laundry Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Free Local Collection *** 
 

Call Natasha: 01684 773353 or 0776 6141994 

Horse Rugs 
Stable Rug Wash from £7 

Turnout Wash from £8 

Turnout Wash &  

Reproof from £14 

 Dog Bedding & Coats 

    Dog Coat Wash £5 

Dog Bed Wash from £5 

Dog Coat Wash & 

Reproof £6 

 



 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY - MAY 2019 

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,  
Beckford 

 

Churchwarden David Carvill      01386 882002 
Secretary Graham Galer  01386 882200 
Treasurer Pam Grice   01386 882514 
Organist           Mike Sanger Davies  01386 881910 
Flowers Doreen Byrd  01386 881360 
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins  01386 710136 

 

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury 
 

Churchwarden Faith Hallett  01386 725206 
Secretary Christine Clark   01386 725405 
Treasurer Joss Muirie 07736 957310 
Organist Anne Brown  01684 292231 
Flowers Stef Lemarechal  01386 725325 
Bell ringers Ros Long  01386 725111 

 

Saint Barbara’s Church, 
Ashton-under-Hill 

 

Contacts for       Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479  
St Barbara’s David Hunter   01386 882087      
Treasurer David Hunter   01386 882087 
Organist            Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278 
Flowers Judith Hunter    01386 882087  
Bell ringers Nick Hopkins   07790 831787 
Choirmaster       Alastair Humphrey   01386 881479 
Regular Giving   Alastair Humphrey     01386 881479  

 

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone & 
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington 

 

Churchwardens Anne Kyle,   01242 620351 
 Kieran Whelan    01242 620763 

Secretary Nicholas Bentley   01242 620292 
Treasurer Mike Wignall   01242 620031  
Flowers: 
    Teddington  Caroline Marsh  01242 621139 
    Alstone Jane Rogers  01242 620592 
Organist Matthew Birch   01386 881980  
 

 

Transport Co-ordinators 
 

Overbury  Faith Hallett     01386 725206 
Teddington Vacant 
Alstone  Betty Beckman        01242 620289 
Ashton vacant 
Beckford Roger Palmer    01386 881746 

 

Minibus 
Andrew Barnett           01386 881145 
Paul Stephenson        01386 882052 
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com 
 

 

Disability Awareness Officer 

Pat Chambers         01386 750358 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Amanda Bath - see Parish Secretary above for  
contact details 
 

Magazine 
Editor 
Chris Godfrey        01242 620006 
Email:  christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 

Advertising  
Be Collins                                 01242 620401 
Email: bpcollins55@gmail.com  
 
 

Treasurer 
Laurence Alexander      01386 881814 
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD 
 

News Team 
Beckford Jessie Alexander     01386 881814 
Chapelries  Bill & Anne Kyle    01242 620351 
Overbury Ros Long    01386 725111  
Ashton Alastair Humphrey    01386 881479 
 
  

 

Revd David Lewis                   Associate Priest 
01386 710394                        Pastoral Area of Responsibility:  Ashton under Hill 
davidlewis648@btinternet.com  Rector of Elmley Castle with Netherton, Bricklehampton, Great & Little Comberton 
 
Revd Rick Tett                      Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill  
01386 751152                      Group)  
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk     

 
 

 

Readers        Roger Palmer          5, Hill View Cottages, Cheltenham Road     01386 881746 
 

Treasurer       Mike Sanger-Davies        01386 881910 
 
Parish Enquiries      Parish Secretary: Amanda Bath                    parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com  
      Tues 9 - 12, The Rectory, Bredon          01684 772237 
      Thurs  9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall        01386 881349 
 

mailto:bpcollins44@btinternet.com
mailto:captrickt@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com


 

 

Parish Minibus Friday Shopping Trips in May 

 

      3rd and 17th to Bishops Cleeve       

      10th to Worcester 

      24th to Dobbies Garden Centre near Cirencester 
 

Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145 

 

 
 

 

 

 

See page 15 for details of the Parish Walks during May 

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th 

   Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall                               6:00pm    

3rd  Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall                                 12:30pm 

4th  Beckford Churchyard Clear and Spring Clean - see page 10 for details 

7th  Ashton W.I. ‘History of the River Isborne ‘, Ashton V.H.- see page 13 for times  

10th  Beckford Nature Reserve Village Supper at the Beckford Inn                              7:30pm 

11th  Tewkesbury Choral Society Concert - see page 7 for details 

13th  Pepper Pig Muddy Puddle Walk in aid of Save the Children - see page 5 for details 

   Overbury & Conderton Annual Parish Meetings, Overbury V.H.                        6:45pm 

   Beckford W.I. ‘Surviving the Costa Concordia Disaster’, Beckford V.H.             7:30pm 

14th  Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall               12:30pm 

   Teddington & Alstone Parish Council, Teddington Village Hall       7:30pm 

16th  Deadline for magazine entries for June 

   Ashton Christian Aid Coffee Morning & Plant Sale - see page 12 for details 

17th  Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club, Village Hall        2:30pm - 4:30pm 

22nd Beckford Neighbourhood Plan Exhibition & Consultation - see page 10 for details 

24th  Parish Minibus Shopping Trip to Dobbies Garden Centre near Cirencester 

26th  United Parish Worship at Ashton                                                                            10:30am  

30th  Deanery Ascension Day Service at Drakes Broughton               7:30pm 

31st  Beckford Christian Aid Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel        10:30am - 12noon 

 


