Summer 2019

Ashton News

Keep in touch with village life at www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk and on www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil

New beginnings…

Ashton Playgroup has been caring for local pre school children for
more than 40 years! The playgroup will become part of the First
School from September. Please see the First School Report on P12
for more informa?on and P8 for a ‘poBed history’ of the Playgroup
from Ruth (who will be con?nuing her great work with the
children) plus a farewell from Mirka, both of whom have been loyal
playgroup leaders for many years.

….New moves
Little Big Learners is moving to the
Green Room! Read more about it on P8

Speeding in the village
The Parish Council are trying to find ways of
encouraging drivers to reduce their speed in the
village. We are very grateful to the Little Big
Learner children who are busy creating posters,
like this one, during the holidays. Posters created
by children have had some success in other
areas of the country, so we hope they might have
a similar effect here in Ashton. See more about
speed initiatives in the Parish Council report on
P14.

Ashton Girl’s Cricket Team. Read about
their progress on p7

The BHA 'Potting Sheds’ eco team in Austria. More
about their adventures on p10
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Ashton Open Gardens 2019 NOT a washout!
Despite forecasts and reports of rain over the weekend, in Ashton the rain stopped at 9.30am on Saturday and it
stayed dry until a few drops at 5.50pm on Sunday. As they say.....'the sun shines on the righteous’!
However, although we had a dry weekend, rain early on Saturday and elsewhere across the region meant we had a
lot fewer visitors than we would have liked. Sunday,
however, went some way to make up for it and we
ended up with close to 1000 visitors over the two days.
As usual the overriding feedback was really positive.
Our visitors continue to praise the village and the warm
welcome they receive. They were delighted by not only
the variety of gardens, but the interesting features and
the planting within them.
Again we have welcomed visitors from many far flung
places including Sweden, Switzerland, Canada and
Yorkshire to mention but a few, as well as many
returning visitors who come to us regularly and are
keen to see the various developments in different
gardens.

This year the theme of 'The Lost Words' was really well
represented and included an exhibition of work by the
students of both our village schools and creative and
stunning flower arrangements in St Barbara’s. There
was also a treasure hunt for children to find the lost
words hidden in various gardens and copies of the
book were on sale over the weekend.
As usual we had various stalls including our ever
popular village plant stall, which was devoured by our
plant hungry guests. There were also many home
made jams and preserves for sale. By the end of the
weekend there wasn't much left and the plant stall
had one of its most successful weekends. Many
thanks for all donations.

Local choir, Go Vocal, who have sung before at one
of our fetes, provided lovely musical entertainment in
several gardens. Thanks to them for giving up their Sunday afternoon for the village.
In addition to all of this, our visitors were not to go hungry or thirsty! They were spoilt with a choice of refreshments;
Ploughman's & Cream Teas at Lammas Hay, WI Teas & Cakes in the Village Hall, Ice Creams, the Fizz Bar and
Teas & Coffees in the Chapel. The PFA at Bredon Hill Academy also offered light refreshments.
All of the above is only possible because as a village and community we are able to pull together, involving so
many willing volunteers and helpers every step of the way. Huge thanks must go to everyone who was involved
over the weekend and in the build up to the event, and in particular to the garden owners who work so hard to get
their gardens looking good, and who then allow us to traipse across their beautifully manicured lawns.
We raised £11.000 and have made donations to various village organisations and charities.
Many thanks to all.
Jim Teague
AOG Committee Chair
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Firstly I would like to thank everyone for their
support and understanding in what has been
a difficult time. Dad died in April and as we
spent the last few months of his life travelling to
Cirencester several times a week to visit him
and support Mum, the nursery was too much to contend with as well.
The Caravan Site has been very busy, I’ve got a job to find a time when
we have no one in to cut the grass! Our visitors are all very
complimentary not only about the site but the village in general, most
of them making very good use of the menu at The Star!
Thanks
Jackie and Andrew

Have you Lost or Found
anything?
If you have please either post on
the PC facebook page or email
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com.
We will then advertise lost items or
send you instructions as to where found items will be
stored.
If your lost item is likely to be valuable, we suggest
you don't disclose full details online. Keep description
simple, e.g. lost or found ring, watch, phone etc. It is
unlikely we will have many similar items lost or found
at the same time around Ashton!

Join easyfundraising (address below) and you
can collect free donations for the village every
time you buy something online. It won't cost
you a penny extra so please help us to raise
funds. As an example, a recent holiday booking
made by one of our supporters raised a
whopping £68 for doing nothing, other than
clicking the ‘activate donation’ button on the
website.
£360.95 raised so far
19 supporters
Please support the ASC to fund various projects
to make our village an even better place to live
than it is already! Dave Rose
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/auhsocial/

A decade of Run Around Suppers!

The 10th Run Around Supper raised almost £1,500 this year! Thank you so much to everyone
who contributed and supported the event – it’s very much appreciated.
The money is being distributed between the
First School and Barney’s Fund.
Barney’s parents are putting the money
towards a new ‘off roader’ for Barney (called
an All Terrain Delta Buggy) as he is
outgrowing his existing one and no longer
sits comfortably in it. This is essential for
those everyday pleasures that we take for granted, like going up the hill and enjoying our
wonderful surroundings. A new buggy means that Bev and Andy can continue to take Barney on
country walks to find horses – Barney’s favourite thing! They can also push it on the sand when
they go camping and access places that would be difficult and dangerous in a wheelchair.
Bev and Andy focus on the positives, making every day count and creating happy memories –
and your contributions really help them to achieve this. Thanks again for all your support. The
Run Around Supper Team
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We are delighted to bring you not two, but three Shindig
performances this year. Put the dates in your diaries to make sure
you don’t miss the fun. As usual bring your own drinks and we
will provide a few nibbles.
Tickets will be £12.50 and can be reserved by calling Geraldine on
881416 about a month before each show.

Harp & A Monkey Victorians - Songs, Stories and More

Date: Saturday 12th October 2019
Venue: Ashton Village Hall
Start Time: 19:30
The show is suitable for anyone age 7+
'Fantastic stuff - sensational!' Clare Balding,
'Good Morning Sunday', BBC Radio 2
'Brilliant.' Mark Radcliffe, BBC Radio 2
'Legendary act.' Mike Harding, BBC Radio 2
'Bold and brilliant.' The Observer, 'Excellent.' The Guardian
The award-winning harp 'n' banjo driven contemporary-folk-storytelling of Martin Purdy, Simon Jones and
Andy Smith, reworks and revives the largely forgotten folk, music hall, parlour, industrial, agricultural and
street music of the Victorian era – and looks at what it can tell us about the people and their many foibles.
The songs cover a myriad of themes that are brought to life with thought-provoking, poignant and humorous
background tales.
The band have gained a strong reputation for the excellent rapport they establish with their live audiences.
You can expect a truly heart-warming evening of foot-tapping tunes, intelligent conversation and big laughter.

******************************

Roving Crows in Concert
Date: Saturday 7th March 2020
Venue: Ashton Village Hall
Start Time: 19:30
The show is suitable for everyone age 10+.

'

‘Great party music! Love that band.' Paul O'Grady, BBC Radio 2

'

‘Really individual Celtic folk rock group.' Mike Harding, Radio 2
'Genuinely the next big thing on the folk scene.' Andy O'Hare,
BBC Radio 2

Roving Crows have an arresting, singular sound that pushes the boundaries of the Celtic folk-rock genre. The
band play with genuine passion, energy and soul. Vital and vibrant, they showcase a mix of fiery, Celticinspired fiddle and intelligent lyrics, backed by tribal rhythms.
Although based in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, they sound like a classic Irish band, whether on
reworked reels and epic treatments of songs from Christy Moore's repertoire, or on original and poignant
story-songs or furious stomps written by the singer Paul O'Neill.

******************************
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Tell Tale Tusk
Date: Saturday 16th May 2020
Venue: Ashton Village Hall
Start Time: 19:30
The show is suitable for everyone age 10+
The Tell Tale Tusk quartet are a
contemporary-folk ensemble whose
spellbinding (and award-winning) three-part
vocal harmonies weave around melodious
instrumentals to create a take on folk that is
bold and original. The quartet have grown
and developed together over the years,
emerging first as an a capella trio, before
being joined by a fiddle player and more recently a cellist, to round out their sound and delve deeper in the
possibilities of groove and harmony.
The singers of Tell Tale Tusk have captured the imagination of international audiences, and were awarded the
prize for 'Best Instrumentalist' at Haizetara Festival in Spain. The panel of judges decided to treat the three
voices as one instrument based on their 'seamless voice blending' and intricate harmony writing.

News from the Farm
Monday 22 Jul …Today everyone available is out on the sedum, li4ing today’s order.
They are thankful that it is not raining.
The tractor and mower are up on the hill cu=ng the grass which will be made into hay.
Circling overhead are herring gulls and a red kite swooping down for the occasional tasty
morsel of a ﬁeld vole or mouse. The gulls ba@le for the reward but the kite swi4ly takes its
prize. We make hay later than many other farmers as we allow the wild ﬂowers to set and drop their seeds to
encourage natural regeneraDon. Once the hay bales are oﬀ, the sheep will be back in the ﬁelds munching
what’s le4.
The combines have just arrived and are working their way through the oilseed rape. They were due to start
on Friday but were delayed by the weather. Last year the rape harvest was ﬁnished and all the ground had
been culDvated by mid-July. Many hoped this year would rival last year’s wall to wall sunshine but that has
not been so, June’s weather was disappoinDng and many would say that it was very wet, however as I have
o4en said we need more rain, the ground is sDll very dry. Although this week’s weather looks to be sunny and
dry, there is now a warning of thunderstorms which will certainly upset the harvesDng Dmetable. Charles
Archer

Parish Minibus Shopping Trips
The minibus can take you shopping!
Bishops Cleeve (Tesco) on the first & third Friday of the month
Worcester on the second Friday of the month
Both leave Ashton from 9.15am
Also, on the fourth Friday each month, a visit to a Garden or Shopping Centre, usually leaving at about
10am and returning shortly after lunchtime.
Door to door service possible for those who buy too much to carry!
To book your place, please call 01386 881145 or call in at the Wednesday Coffee Morning in the Chapel
Hall.
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A(shton) to Z

(ambia)

Back in May, we were lucky enough to visit
Ndola, a mining town in Zambia where our
daughter is volunteering.
We discovered that Ashton Little Big
Learners is ‘twinned' with Ndola Little Big
Learners through a personal link between
Graham, who runs LBL here and Bwalya
Mulenga who runs Ndola LBL.
We visited the school in Ndola and were
overwhelmed with the welcome we received.
Do visit the LBL facebook page to see it!

www.facebook.com/liBlebiglearners/videos/
1896572653781433/
The children at Ndola First Steps School
really want the contact with children
outside Africa. Following our visit to the
school, Ashton under Hill First School
and Bredon Hancock’s Endowed First
School are to join forces and create a
cluster link with our Zambian school.
This is currently in the early stages of
organising but we hope, with support
from the British Council, that a long and
prosperous friendship can be formed
that represents the current relationship
we have. Ndola First Steps school pupils
have written to our children here at LBL
and we have written replies to send
back. Kate Enright

Electronic only?
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically and stop paper delivery?
The newsletter looks so much better in full colour and won’t clutter up your house!
Please contact Karen at karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk if you would like to switch.
(If you have already switched, please bear with us if you still receive a paper copy; it may take a little time to adjust
delivery schedules!)
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Ashton's junior section had a really encouraging

Ashton under Hill senior teams

have endured mixed fortunes during
2019 to date. The 1st XI have already
won five games at the time of writing
(July 23rd) and find themselves in
mid-table of Cotswold Hills League
Division One.
Skipper Jack Perks has led from the
front and is currently second highest
run scorer in the division, averaging
over 50, while Matt Wakefield and Will
Archer are among the top 10 leading
wicket takers in the division.
The 2nd XI, who achieved promotion
into Division Five last year, have
managed to win two games so far
despite availability issues. This
includes a fine victory at Alcester,
where Pete Womersley who is
averaging over 50 for the Seconds this
season, scored 95 not out.
The club is always on the look-out for
new players of all abilities to bolster its
ranks - please contact Jack Perks
on 07443 325093 for more
information.

and enjoyable season. All Stars Cricket, England &
Wales Cricket Board’s national initiative to
introduce children from age 5 upwards to cricket, is
thriving in Ashton! 25 children signed up and had
great fun on Friday evenings through May, June and
July. We even got some as young as 6 representing
Ashton in ‘softball’ Under 9s cricket festivals at local
clubs.
We again had two age group teams competing in the
junior section of the Cotswold Hills League where
they showed good progress, the U13s winning two
fixtures and U11s performing particularly well in
winning four.
The Girls section, led by Will Archer, made great
strides. They took part in fixtures against girls
teams from other clubs and we regularly put out
league teams including a number of our girl players.
Four of Ashton's girls have represented the club in
County age group teams - Connie Archer and Sophie
Smith-Graham for Gloucestershire, and Fleur
Archer and Kendra Parsons for Worcestershire.
We hope to have U11, U13, U15 and girls’ teams next
year and need additional players in these age
groups. Please contact Dave Whitehouse on 07771
942464.
The season was rounded off in style with a match
between two sets of Ashton players followed by the
presentation of awards to a number of players and a
cricket tea served by parents - lovely! David
Whitehouse

Award Winners
Under 13s

Girl’s Team

Players’ player

Django Taylor

Players’ player

Dixie Taylor

Coaches award

Connie Archer

Coaches award

Kendra Parsons

Most runs scored

Connie Archer

Most wickets taken

Django Taylor

Under 11s

Single Awards

Players’ player

Harry Archer

Most improved
player

Harry Hughes

Coaches award

Oli Birch

Best newcomer

Liam Harvey

Most runs scored

Harry Parsons

Spirit of Cricket

Sophie Smith-Graham

Most wickets taken Harry Parsons
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Ashton under Hill Playgroup started in 1971 in Sandra Farquhart's kitchen,
opposite Hillside (the venue for Playgroup's 40th Anniversary
celebrations). It moved briefly to Paris before finally moving to the Green
Room. I started just over 18 years ago and we were open 2 mornings a week
9-12am Mondays & Tuesdays. With the ever changing requirements of
children and parents we ended up open 4 days a week.
Ashton under Hill First School Governors had plans to open a Nursery Class
at some point in the future to help with the decreasing numbers of children
starting in Reception. When Mirka took the decision to leave Playgroup, it
was the ideal opportunity for the First School and Governors to fast forward
their plans. It would be difficult in a small village to run a Playgroup and Nursery so close to each
other, so at a Playgroup Extraordinary General Meeting the Playgroup Committee took the very
difficult decision to close the Playgroup. All parties involved are very much looking forward to an
exciting new journey for Early Years in the village. Ruth Barnett

Farewell & thank you to Playgroup
While everyone is now in the full swing of summer holidays, I cast my
mind back to one afternoon in late July - 'Graduation Day' for our leavers
and my last day with Playgroup’s little ones.
What followed - the farewell party - was, without doubt, one of the most
overwhelming moments of my life. The cheerful decorations, stunning
cake centrepiece, happy children with a cupcake in one hand and a
balloon in another; plus the stream of people popping in - it all
epitomised the great community spirit, something our Playgroup stems
from and has always been proud of.
There, on a table, laid a book. A beautifully wrapped scrapbook,
encapsulating my sixteen years at Playgroup. One of those 'close to heart' things that one saves if the house
catches fire. Packed with old and new photos; heart-warming drawings and pictures; colourful snippets of
memories ... and countless messages, full of young energy as well as grown-up insight. This unique scrapbook
injected a very sad and overwhelming farewell moment with a positively charged and powerful life-affirming
quality. Mirka Alldrick

In September, Little Big Learners will be relocating
its two longest standing after school clubs to new
venues. Our Ashton under Hill venue will be located
in the Green Room and our Dumbleton venue will be
moving to the Betteridge Room next to
Sedgeberrow First School.
We are very excited to be located on the doorstep
School Holiday Club,
of the four schools that we work in partnership with.
After School Club
Our fourth venue opens on Tuesday 3rd September
in Badsey First School.
Our school holiday clubs are still available and will also be run from our refurbished
Green Room facility in Ashton under Hill. To place your bookings, please visit:
https://littlebiglearners.kidsclubhq.co.uk/rdr?u=home
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Ashton 88 Football Club
The new season in the Ambassador Saturday League will commence on Saturday 7th September 2019 for the
junior teams at the club. The club now boasts 9 Junior Teams with 15 qualified Level 1 Coaches (U6s, U7s,
U8s, two U9 teams, U10s, U11s, U12s and an U8 Girls Team). Most of our junior teams are at full capacity but
for anyone still interested in joining they should register their interest by emailing ashton88fc@gmail.com.

Ashton 88 FC Seniors – First and
Reserves for 2019-20 Season
Having secured promotion to Division 2 of the
Birdseye Evesham Sunday League last season,
the club had the opportunity to develop a
reserve team due to the impressive numbers
that were attached to the team which secured
promotion. With recruitment of additional
players, both teams are set to commence their
season on Sunday 8th September 2019.

The

teams will run side by side and allow the teams
to grow as one. For season 2019-20 it will be a
trial for the structure of the club but the committee feel confident that this is sustainable with the club’s fantastic
reputation locally. Anyone wishing to be involved with the senior team should get in touch with Danny Bostock on
07450 608777.

Graham Begley

Cake and Cuppa day
The very popular and always scrumptious annual 'cake & cuppa'
afternoon took place on Saturday 27th July. Despite inclement
weather, it was very well attended (the clue to this may be in the
picture!). Lou almost singlehandedly baked dozens of delicious cakes
of all varieties (the gooseberry crumble cakes were the best!) and
Vicky kindly hosted the event. Takings totalled an amazing £703
which will be donated to the very worthwhile charity Samaritans.
For more information about The Samaritans:
Freephone 116123
Email - jo@samaritans.org
Face to face: 08.00-22.00 at Samaritans, Back Albert Place,
Cheltenham, GL52 2HN
Interested in volunteering? Information sessions at 19.00 last
Wednesday each month.
Email- cheltsamscontact@gmail.com
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BHA Potting Sheds Report
Our week in Austria
In May, a group of staff
and pupils travelled to
our Austrian partner
school, NMS St
Michael, for a week
filled with enriched
teaching and learning
activities. This was part of
our three year Erasmus project to promote
environmental education and international
collaboration.

Packed Itinerary
The whole week was meticulously planned
to provide a packed itinerary with visits to a
wide variety of places, travelling with our
host school to museums, art galleries and
historic buildings; through fantastic
landscapes and National Parks. Learning
also took place in garden at NMS St
Michael, a productive growing space in an
idyllic location with breathtaking views of
snow covered mountains.

Exploring
Two days were spent studying the architecture, green
spaces and culture in Vienna; visiting gardens and parks
of beautiful Unesco World Heritage Sites. We walked
on clean streets filled with birdsong, past
individually labelled ‘Street Trees’, manicured green
spaces and fantastic fountains in this magnificent city.
We then embarked on a bus journey through
picturesque countryside, vast green forests and snow
topped mountains, to a warm welcome from our hosts at
the beautiful historic guesthouse 'Gasthof
Eberhard’, in the charming village of St. Michael
in Upper Styria, Austria.

Working as a team
The pupils worked together, showing
responsibility for the safety of our group and
possessions, improving their organisational skills
each day and ensuring that we moved safely
through the transport system and locations we
visited. They made the most of all opportunities,
trying new things and supporting each other
when dealing with challenges. Every pupil was
involved in reading timetables, maps, menus and
information boards, communicating and working
collaboratively with our Austrian hosts on our
travels and in the school grounds.

Back home with exciting plans
We returned with wonderful memories and a copy of The Lost Words in German for
our Potting Sheds. We also returned with exciting new plans to use the skills and confidence
gained by the experience to implement improvements in the environmental practices in our school
and the wider community.
The visit encouraged our whole school community to raise the profile of our environmental activity.
Our eco action team were interested in the cleanliness of the streets in Austria and the tangible
recycling system where the waste is sorted and can be seen being processed in recycling centres
outside the towns. We are determined to clear our site of all litter, including microplastics trapped
under hedges. We have signed up to Wychavon ‘Adopt a street’ litter prevention scheme and
received new equipment which has made our task much more effective.
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BHA Potting Sheds Report cont
Open Gardens
We were proud to be given the opportunity to take part
in Ashton Open Gardens, sharing our school grounds
with visitors and celebrating the treasures found in our
natural surroundings with a 'Lost Words' display in St
Barbara's church. The historic building,
bedecked with beautiful wildflower arrangements by
the W.I, perfectly complementing the display by the
school children.
Head gardening pupils, parents and staff were
available to answer any questions and our visitor book.
was full of lovely comments. We would like to thank
the learners, parents staff, friends and neighbours for
all the work which goes towards the weekend. We
would also like to thank the Open Gardens Committee
for the support given to school gardening and other
community projects in the village.
Further details of our green activities can be found on Twitter @BHAPottingSheds, on our school
website and other social media sites. We also have an International Schools newsletter on the school
website. Sara Bankes (Eco Coordinator, BHA)

ASHTON BAGS CROSS COUNTRY MEDAL!
On the 8th July, Ashton under Hill won the 2019 Parish
Games cross country at Pershore High School.
16 parishes took part, with six runners per team. Ashton
were clear winners, beating Sedgeberrow and Fladbury
into 2nd and 3rd place respectively.
Ashton’s winning team were; Dave Taylor (Captain),
Claire Vincent-Kirke, Matt Cyphus, Tracy Shipton, Andy
Shipton and Ben Holland.
Pictured here, Ashton’s captain Dave Taylor with the
winner’s trophy.

Remembering Nicky Gregorowski
Nicky was born in 1946 and died on 13/3/19 of metastatic
cancer of the lung, despite never smoking. Robbie was only
a few months old when we arrived, Anna was born two years
later so both were brought up in the village. Nicky’s work as
a TV Producer meant she could only work in London and so
much travel and overnight stays.
With retirement she had more time to get involved in the
village with book club, playing bridge, gardening and walking
on Bredon Hill, which she loved. Lennox Gregorowski

The Mobile Post
Office visits
Ashton (Car
Park, Free
Church) every
Tuesday &
Thursday
12:30-1:30pm.
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APRIL

MARCH
Ashton W.I. has enjoyed entertaining speakers
over the past four months.

April’s speaker was Ginny Davis, a very well
known one women show, who has been
entertaining locally with her family sketches
and part of the Shindig team, but has also
ventured further afield to take part in the
Edinburgh ‘Fringe’ festival and is appearing at
the Buxton festival this summer. A very
talented lady indeed.

In March we were entertained by Rob
Hemming, local writer and quiz show
enthusiast. Rob has appeared on many TV quiz
shows beginning with Trivial Pursuits in the
80s. Later, his wife applied for a pilot TV show
no one had heard of, which turned out to be
‘The Weakest Link’ with Anne Robinson, and
came second. Not to be outdone, Rob entered
the show and also came second! He has also
appeared on ‘The Chase; and been selected for
Mastermind three times, on one occasion tied
for 1st place.

JULY
July, Catherine Clark gave a
demonstration on wearing
hats and brought a huge
selection of various hats she
hires out or sells for special
occasions. It is quite
amazing how a hat can
enhance even the simplest of
outfits and makes us look
really special!

JUNE
Is always a very busy month, as we organise lunches
and teas for the Open Gardens. We were very pleased
that we raised over £1000 towards the overall profits,
and many thanks to all who contributed with help and
making cakes.
The talk in June was provided by Meg Farmer, a now
retired foster carer and was most interesting.

MAY
In May we held our AGM
meeting where we said a fond
farewell to Marjy Facer, who
has presided very ably for over
eight years, and welcomed
Doreen Parsons as the new
President.
The speaker was a local man,
Mike Lovatt, who is the miller
at Stanway Mill. He gave us a
very interesting talk about the
history of all the various mills
that ran along the River
Isbourne. Mike has created a
most interesting photographic
record of this local history, and
of preserving a way of life that
has almost disappeared.
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OTHER EVENTS
We have enjoyed two theatre visits to the
Everyman Theatre and an interesting trip to
Hanbury Hall, Nr. Droitwich.
Evesham Hotel did us proud providing a
delicious a(ernoon tea on the hottest day in
July, and we were all able to sit in their lovely
gardens, under trees to keep cool!

WALKS
The Worcestershire Federation organised a
very pleasant walk in July with over 150
walkers taking part. We began at The Hive
and took a circular walk alongside the River,
then past the Diglis Basin and back to the
Cathedral. This was to raise money for the
WI’s Charity, Associated Country Women
Worldwide.

FUTURE EVENTS
AUGUST
An a(ernoon meeting, where we look
forward to meeting up again with our
‘twin’ WI from Ashton Keynes.
David Barrie will give a wine tasting
and talk on ‘The Adventures of a Wine
Taster’.
SEPTEMBER
An outing to Wichford Pottery at
Shipston on Stour.
An evening lecture by Simon Gulliver,
at Pershore College –‘Managing
Historical Gardens in the 21st Century’
OCTOBER
A Visit to Batsford Arboretum

CONTACT DETAILS
WI Chair: Doreen Parsons Tel 881895
Secretary: Judith Hunter Tel 882087

In July we also enjoyed a pleasant riverside
walk at Evesham finishing with lunch at the
Hampton Ferry restaurant.

REGULAR EVENTS
The Book Club meets on last Friday
evening of the month.
Cra( and Natter Group meet at Maggie
Watts’ every third Thursday of the month.
They are presently designing a new WI
tablecloth and using red work embroidery.
Walking group meet every third Tuesday
morning. Everyone welcome to join us,
including non-members.
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Highways

Website/
Communications

Following your
suggestions for the
Parish Council Report August 2019
As a reminder – we have
naming of the new
an email circulation list
As always, your Parish Council have been
development roads on the
for news and updates
working hard to maintain and improve many
Bredon Gate
from the Parish Council.
aspects of our village.
development opposite the
If you would like to be
Middle School, the
added please contact
following names have been selected by Wychavon:
Karen Rowley.
Hudson Walk (remembering the wartime plane
The Parish Councillors now have specific emails for
that crashed on the site)
correspondence relation to Council matters, this is in line
Bluebell Meadows (reflecting the glorious spring
with GDPR changes earlier in the year. Mine is
sight in the woods above).
CllrHewittAUH@gmail.com. Please use this if you want to
We have had agreement from Highways to make
raise any matters with the Parish Council or via the Clerk
some changes at the entrance to Long Carrant Park
on ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk
to make this safer. The entrance will be widened, and
Vehicle Activated Speeding Sign
a pedestrian refuge will be put in the centre of the A46
We have now agreed a solar powered VAS, which will be
for residents crossing to the garage shop. In addition,
permanently located on the Groaten. We are ordering
road signs will be put both ways on the A46 to warn of
one of the more advanced signs that identifies your
the concealed entrance to the Park. We had been told
speed – these are shown to be more effective in reducing
this would be before the end of March and we are still
drivers’ speeds. This is likely to be in place by the end of
awaiting a new date, despite chasing.
October.
We have requested updating of some of the street
Other
signs in the village that are looking tired e.g. Bakers
We have had the Phone Box refurbished – I’m sure
Lane, Elmley Road & Willow Close.
you’ll agree that it looks very smart now. We would
We have agreement that Highways will review the
like to consider use for this now – some villages use the
drainage in front of the Chapel – this has been an
phone box for a box exchange, or for information
issue since the parking was put in place! This
boards / leaflets or a combination, but we would like
currently may take a few years but we are trying to
to hear from you if you have any ideas about how we
raise the priority. If you use the Chapel and would like
can use this box. Please email any of the team with
this addressing please contact Wychavon or report
your suggestions.
online (Highways/Drainage). Your support may help to
We have agreed to try and manage a ‘Lost & Found’
raise the urgency of this.
service for the village – if anyone has lost anything
We have also reported the poor state of repair of the
contact the Parish Council – if you find anything please
pavement between Wood Lane and the end of the
drop off to Doreen Cope, or any member of the Parish
village, opposite Cornfield Way. A survey of this has
Council. This will be held by Doreen for a period of
been done and a quote prepared for Highways. We
time, and advertised on the PC facebook page, village
have agreement that we can get this delivered, but
website and noticeboard. Hopefully it will help to have
are awaiting a date.
a central point.
Planning
It’s active growing season… a reminder to all of you
A reminder that the Parish Council is only one voice
with hedges and trees that border pavements in the
that is considered by Wychavon when planning
village. Please keep hedges trimmed back away from
applications are being assessed. If you feel strongly
paths to allow pedestrians to pass freely.
for or against an application, you should submit your
Dogs….AGAIN! Please can we remind all dog owners of
comments to Wychavon Planning. This is easy to do
their responsibilities – you must keep your dog under
online or by letter.
control at all times away from your home, either on a
The two applications that we have received questions
lead or beside you. Remember no dogs allowed on the
regarding are:
playing fields at all now – whether on or off leads. You
Willow Cottage site – as you are aware the cottage
are responsible for cleaning up after your dog, and
was demolished without permission. The retrospective
disposing of this properly. Do NOT leave bags near
planning application was refused by Wychavon. We
paths or stiles, this is on the increase and is not
understand that Enforcement are working towards a
acceptable. When you are off the pavements,
prosecution for the unlawful demolition.
guidelines from the Forestry Commission and Woodland
There is a retrospective planning application with
trusts suggest ‘Flick with a Stick’ – remove the poo
Wychavon for the change of use for the Carpark at
from the path into the undergrowth, rather than bag
Ashton House (the old Truck stop by the garage on
it. Dog poo not cleared up properly can lead to a fine
the A46). I know many people in the village were
of £1000 for the owner – so be warned!
concerned about this site, so this is your opportunity
Sarah Hewitt Parish Council
to raise your concerns to Wychavon.
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Ashton under Hill First School Report
As ever we have had a busy and productive year and it is only now when we take the
opportunity to think about the school year that we realise just how much we have crammed in.
This year, after a great deal of discussion, we changed the school
motto so that it is now ‘Shaping bright futures together’. We feel
this and our school values of Curiosity, Friendship, Resilience,
Respect and Working Together sums up our ethos as a
community school in the heart of the village.
In September we are opening our Early Years Unit with places
for children from aged 3. This is a very exciting development and
we know that it will be a very positive one. We have worked very
closely with Ashton Playgroup over the years and are grateful for all
that they have done to prepare children for school. We are also
delighted that Ruth Barnett will be joining our staff and we all wish Mirka well.
Thanks to all the hard work by Juliet Shiels and her Summer Activities
Club, the school garden looks amazing with a variety of flowers and
vegetables. Some of our sunflowers in the boat planter are over 3
metres in height! This year we have taken part in an initiative by
Worcestershire Wildlife called Bzzy Bees to raise understanding
of the importance
of bees in our
ecosystems. We
had a day finding out
about bees and have
created some bee houses
from pots in our garden. Open Gardens was linked to
the Lost Words book and as we had previously made
our own Ashton version of the book we were able to
sell these to some of our visitors (we still have a few
copies left in school!).
This year all of our
fundraising has gone
towards enhancing our playground and we are extremely grateful for
the generous donation from the Run Around Supper and the proceeds
of the quiz which has enabled us to put in the first part of our new
Trim Trail. Next year we hope to be able to replace the fort, which
had to be taken down earlier in the year as it was declared unsafe.
We would just like to take this opportunity to wish all of our Year
5 pupils well as they start their new schools in September. We
know that they won’t forget their time at Ashton First School
and we hope that they will keep in touch.
If you would like to find out more about a place at the school please contact us. We
always welcome any help, so if you have any spare time to hear children read or have a skill that we
might need please come and talk to us. Alison Peacey (Head Teacher)
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ST BARBARA’S CHURCH
Autumn Churchyard tidy-up at St Barbara’s
Saturday 26th October from 9.30am to 12 noon
We would be very glad to welcome helpers at the Annual Churchyard tidy-up on Saturday 26th
October between 9.30am and 12 noon. Please come if you can spare an hour or two. For
further information, please call Judith Hunter on 882087.
Refreshments will be provided
*******************************

Harvest Festival in St Barbara’s Church
Sunday 6th October
You are warmly invited to celebrate Harvest Festival in St Barbara’s Church on Sunday 7th
October at 10.30am. Please come and join in a family service of Praise and Thanksgiving for
the Harvest – children – of all ages – are especially welcome. We would be grateful for
donations of harvest gifts at the service; any surplus will be taken to Caring Hands in the Vale
of Evesham. Contributions of flowers, fruit and vegetables to decorate the church will be
greatly appreciated – please bring along to St Barbara’s on the morning of Saturday 5th
October. There will also be a collection for charity.
Seasonal refreshments will be served after the service
*******************************

Advance Notice – Christmas is coming to Ashton!
There will be a Christmas Fair for St Barbara’s Church and St Richard’s Hospice on Saturday
23rd November at the Village Hall, Elmley Road, Ashton, from 2.00 to 4.00pm. This is the ideal
opportunity to buy your Christmas cards, gifts and crafts, cakes and preserves, as well as a
raffle, tombola and lots of goodies, plus seasonal refreshments.
If you would like to contribute your time and talents to support St Richard’s and St Barbara’s,
please contact Judith Hunter.
All proceeds will be shared between St Richard’s Hospice and St Barbara’s Church.
*******************************

The church is open every day and anyone is welcome to use it as a quiet space.
Services continue with the pattern of 1st or 2nd Sunday for Village Worship and 4th
Sunday Holy Communion.
Sunday 8th September will be an Evensong with Rev David Lewis.
Looking ahead to the pre-Christmas season!
1st December will be an Advent Carol service
8th December Christingle family service.
th
11 December Ashton Celebration of Christmas – all welcome.
Please see noticeboard for details and times of these services.
*******************************
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What’s On at Ashton under Hill Free Church
Summer / Autumn 2019
Please feel free to come along:
Tuesday 10th September
‘Experience Harvest’ for the First School Children
(format as per ‘Experience Christmas’ and ‘Easter’)
Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday 22nd September
Family Service at 10.45am
Every Sunday Morning
10.45am Worship service
followed by light refreshments
6.00pm Occasional Evening Services – see Notice Board for Details
Last Tuesday of every Month at 2.00pm
Friends & Neighbours
An opportunity for meeting over a cup of tea and a biscuit, always with
something interesting laid-on:
th
24 September – Felting with Sarah Lane
29th October – Citizens Advice Bureau
Every Wednesday from 10.00am to Midday
Coffee morning
All donations to Midlands Air Ambulance
Alternate Wednesdays from 2.30pm
Bright Hour
More tea and biscuits together with singing and something to think about!
Restarts after summer break on 11th September
Every Thursday from 10.00am to Midday during term-time
Busy Fingers
For mums (or dads or grandparents) and toddlers
Restarts after summer holidays on 5th September
Please see Chapel Notice Board or web-site for up-to-date details
www.ashtonchapel.org.uk
email: info@ashtonchapel.org.uk
Contacts: Andrew & Joy 881145, Geoff 881740, Doreen 881656,
or Joan 881237
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ASHTON NEWS VILLAGE CONTACTS
Tel No 882466 Mobile 07976 906653

Name

Email: karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk

Details

Contact

Contact details

Activities
Cricket Club (adults)

Summer- Saturdays & Sundays

Will Archer

Cricket Club (juniors)

Summer- Fridays 6-8pm

David Whitehouse

Football Club (adults)

Winter- Sunday mornings

Graham Begley

Football Club (juniors)

Winter- Saturday mornings

Footpath volunteers

Working groups

John Kenrick

Gardening Club

Beckford V/H 4th Weds 7:30pm

Roger Umpelby

881756
will@simplysedum.co.uk
424393
dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com
07725 909808 / 881206
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk
881431
johnkenrick@btinternet.com
881449
roger@bugman.free-online.co.uk

Guides

Village Hall, Weds 7-8:30pm

Ali Stephenson

07976 958450
ali.stephenson@live.com

Brownies
Rainbows

Village Hall, Weds 5:15-6:45pm
Village Hall, Weds 4:15-5:30pm

Charlotte Nicklin
Jemima Barnett

07714 783545
Jemmimaob@gmail.com

Lunch Club
Friends & Neighbours

Chapel Hall 12pm, 1st Fri month
Last Tues in month, 2-3pm

Joy Barnett
Margaret Darby

Mini Bus
Parish walks

Worcester 2nd & 4th Fri Bishop’s Cleeve 1st Andrew Barnett
& 3rd Fri & Private Hire
Summer evenings - Mondays
Alastair Humphrey

Playgroup

Now part of First School

Ruth Barnett

Little Big Learners (Out Every school day, 3-6pm; All holidays
of School Childcare)
except Christmas; First School inset days

Graham Begley

881145
881862
ma.darby@icloud.com
881145
881479
gmhumphrey@hotmail.com
882014/882289
07725 909808
littlebiglearners@gmail.com

Organisations
First School

Headteacher

Alison Peacey

Middle School

Headteacher

Miss D West

Free Church

Main contact

Andrew Barnett

Busyfingers, mums &
toddlers
Coffee Morning
Parish Council

Chapel Hall Thurs 10-11:30 am

Doreen Cope

Chapel Hall Weds 10-12 noon
Chair

Joy Barnett
Sarah Hewitt

Clerk

Michelle English

Village Hall and playing fields

Jane Swindells

Vicar

Rev David Lewis

St Barbara’s Team

Chairman

Alastair Humphrey
David Hunter
Malcolm Nelson
JimTeague

Marketing Co-ordinator

Andrew Cooke

Women's Institute

Village Hall 1st Tues 7:30pm

Marjory Facer

Ashton Bellringers
The Star Inn

St Barbara’s Church Tues Eve
Open daily

Nick Hopkins
Ed & Vicky Spires

Ashton website &
Ashton News
Milk delivery
Mobile library – 3rd
Monday in month
Newspaper delivery

Information and events

Mobile Post office

Tues & Thu 12:30-1:30pm
Free Church car park

Ashton Social
Committee
St. Barbara's Church

Open Gardens (2nd
weekend in June)

881333
head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk
881426
office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk
881145
topcott@gmail.com
881656
doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk
881145
881070
sarahjhewitt36@outlook.com
860502
ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk
07557 022839
janeyswin74@gmail.com
01386 710394
davidlewis648@btinternet.com
881479
882087
881778
07585 893323
jimteague@hotmail.com
881715
andy@thecookies.org.uk
882171
marjyfacer@gmail.com
881711
881325
thepub@thestar-ashtonunderhill.co.uk

Services
Karen Rowley

Mon.Wed. Fri. Sat.
Cotteswold Dairy
10:55 Gorse Hill; 11:15 Cornfield Way; 11:35
School
Monday to Saturday
Doreen Cope
David (Driver)

07976 906653
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com
01684 298959
01905 822722
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk
881656
Enquiries to Parish Council, details
above

