



 
Keep	in	touch	with	village	life	at	www.ashtonunderhill.org.uk	and	on	www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil

AshtonNews
Christmas 2019

A second success for 
The Ashton 5k- 
£2000 raised!  

Another annual event has 
joined a growing list 
enjoyed by our village! 170 
runners, young and old, 
met on Sunday 17th 
November. Luckily, the 
floods of the previous few 
days had subsided and 
apart from the usual big 
puddles on the Beckford 
Rd near Grafton, runners 
had, literally, a dry run!  
Read more on P11.


Church vandalism
The	doors	of	St	Barbara’s,	normally	open	for	all	to	visit	
during	the	day,	have	had	to	be	kept	locked	a<er	vandals	
damaged	one	of	the	windows	and	other	items.	St	Mary’s	
church	at	Elmley	Castle	was	also	targeted	and	
irreparable	damage	done	to	their	13th	Century	font	and	
one	of	their	17th	Century	memorials.	The	Church	team	
are	hoping	to	be	able	to	keep	the	church	open	during	
daylight	hours	soon,	but	in	the	meanEme	If	you	would	
like	to	visit,	please	see	Village	Contacts	at	back	of	the	
newsleHer.	Please	be	vigilant	if	you	are	passing	by	the	
church	and	report	anything	suspicious	to	the	police	by	
calling	101.	The	Church	Team

And now a race of a different 
kind! The second edition of the 

incredible New Year’s Day 
Ashton Soap Box Race! More 

details on P17

Ashton Players 
For the first time ever, we will be staging 
Agatha Christie’s brilliant ‘A Murder is 

Announced,’ featuring her most famous sleuth, 
Mrs Marple.

Performances will take place on Friday 3rd 
April and Saturday 4th April, starting at 7.30.
If you’d like to take part or get involved behind 
the scenes, then please contact Chris Simpson 

on 07585 0014479 or Heather Williamson 
Peters on hneale@hotmail.co.uk. 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 2020!!
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ASHTON W.I. WINTER/CHRISTMAS 2019 REPORT  
August  

The August afternoon meeting was well attended and included nine members from our ‘twin’ WI, Ashton 
Keynes.  Our speaker was David Barrie who gave us a humorous talk ‘Confessions of a Wine Taster’.
He explained all the various ways to distinguish a good wine by looking, sniffing and tasting various white 
and red wines causing much amusement
We enjoyed a walk around the village of Broadway, stopping to visit the Museum where an exhibition of 
Willard Wigan’s ‘Through the Eye of a Needle’ exhibition is presently homed. 

September 
Our September outing was to the Whichford Pottery at Shipston 
upon Stour.  A very interesting and enjoyable visit where we 
were guided through the various elements from a pile of muddy 
clay to a beautiful finished terracotta pot.  Lunch was enjoyed 
outside in the sunshine at their quirky Straw Barn.
Nine members enjoyed a trip to Worcester Races, where the 
Federation had organised a special marquee for WI members, 
where we were provided with our own Tote and a delicious 
afternoon tea!  Most of us came away somewhat better off than 
when we started!

October 
In October, we managed to avoid the rain when visiting the 
Batsford Arboretum where we walked, enjoyed the autumn 
colours and visited their gift shop and restaurant.
A Worcestershire Federation luncheon was attended by some 
of the members – the guest speaker being Jules Hudson a 
well known presenter of ‘Escape to the Country’ and often 
seen on ‘Countryfile Diaries’.  An entertaining and charming 
speaker.

November 
November brings us a visit to the Arts Centre 
to see EODS ‘Sound of Music’.  
Continuing on an environmental note, the 
recycling plant at Norton will be our visit in 
November. 19 members are going including 
some interested husbands and friends.
Instead of our usual monthly walk we are 
taking part in the 5k run which is a popular 
community event raising money for good local 
causes. Needless to say we shall be walking 
(not running)!!.

December 
On December 14 we will be hosting the Vale Annual 
Carol Service where other local WIs are invited.  
Everyone is welcome to this with hot drinks and 
mince pies being served afterwards at the Church.
Also in December, instead of our usual meeting we 
will be having supper at the Childswickham Arms.
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ASHTON W.I. WINTER/CHRISTMAS 2019 REPORT cont 

Worcestershire Federations Annual Meeting 
This was held at the Three Counties Hall, where we had guest 
speakers and an opportunity to enter the various classes of 
competitions where the theme this year was ‘Saving the Planet’.  We 
were thrilled with the results when Dawn Kormer, a fairly new 
member of our WI, received first prize for her entry ‘Upcycling’, 
where she had made a most beautiful detailed jacket made from 
other bits of clothing.  This was also announced as ‘Best in the Show’.  

Doreen also achieved a first with her lovely flower arrangement 
using recycled materials as the container.  The co-operative entry 
‘The Allotment’ gained 86.5/100, which we were very pleased with.  
All gained excellent marks, so thanks to our talented ladies who 
entered and were up against other very skilful and imaginative 
Worcestershire ladies.  

We are always ready to welcome non members 
to our meetings at any time. Jen Creese

Contact numbers  
President Doreen Parsons – 881895
Secretary, Judith Hunter - 882087

Luncheon Club 

Please come and join us on the first Friday of every month
at 12.30 in the Chapel Hall.

We are always pleased to welcome new diners, and would really appreciate more helpers.
We offer a choice of soup and rolls, puddings, and coffee (or tea) and chocs, all for just £3.

(And second helpings if you can manage it!)
All surplus funds are donated to local good causes.

Please contact Joy Barnett on tel. 01386 881145 if you would like more information.

Electronic only?  
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically and stop paper delivery?  The newsletter looks so 
much better in full colour and won’t clutter up your house! Please contact Karen at 
karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk if you would like to switch. If you have already switched, please bear with us 
if you still receive a paper copy; it may take a little time to adjust delivery schedules!
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Ashton 88 Football Club  

Ashton Juniors 
Ashton	88’s	nine	 junior	 teams	have	all	had	a	great	 start	 to	 the	new	playing	season.	With	six	of	 the	sides	
entered	 in	 the	Ambassador	Saturday	League,	all	players	have	enjoyed	successful	 league	and	cup	matches	
against	other	local	teams.	Our	Under	6,	Under	7	and	Under	8	Girls’	team	have	all	been	training	weekly	in	
preparaEon	for	future	friendly	matches	and	mini	fesEval	tournaments.	At	the	Eme	of	wriEng,	only	the	U8	

Girls	 have	 experienced	 one	 mini	 fesEval,	
braving	 the	 cold	weather	 in	Bromsgrove	on	
a	 Saturday	 morning.	 Despite	 the	 cold,	 the	

girls	 thoroughly	 enjoyed	 the	 experience	
(photo	below).	We	look	forward	to	seeing	all	
our	 teams	 in	 acEon	 over	 the	 Christmas	

period	and	again	in	the	new	year.	

Ashton 88 FC Seniors 
Ashton	 88	 First	 Team	 have	 made	 an	

impressive	 start	 to	 the	 2019-20	 campaign.	

At	 the	 Eme	 of	 wriEng,	 the	 first	 are	 sEll	 to	

lose	a	league	match	and	the	team	sit	at	the	

top	 of	 the	 table,	 three	 points	 clear	 of	 2nd	

place.		

 

The story for the Reserve team is slightly different. As a newly established team for the new 
season the team are still finding their feet. Hopefully, with more playing time, the Reserves will 
generate some momentum in the second half of the season. The side is not far away, it just may 
take a little time to blend and develop some consistency. Some really strong performances against 
strong opposition has given the side a lot of positives to build on.  Graham Begley 

Don’t forget you can catch up on all the latest news on the village 
facebook page here: www.facebook.com/AshtonunderHillParishCouncil	
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Founded by Birgitta Sanger-Davies and Kate Brown in 2017 
after Birgitta closed her successful and critically acclaimed 
Swedish restaurant in Cheltenham after trading for ten years. 
Birgitta was soon contacted by loyal customers requesting that 
she ‘go mobile’! 

We aim to combine the relaxed, informal style of Nordic cuisine 
and entertaining with traditional Scandinavian culinary 
techniques of pickling, curing, smoking and spice infused home 
baking. All applied to fresh, quality British ingredients. A full 
range of menus are available on request. 

We offer a range of services including: 

Fika – a selection of home baked 
cakes, biscuits and cinnamon buns  
Business lunches 
Shooting lunches 
Pre-prepared kitchen suppers and 
fridge fillers for holiday-let guests 
Canapés or grazing boards for 
parties and private functions 
Dinner parties (minimum eight 
guests) 
Smörgåsbord buffets 
Funeral catering 
Scandinavian Street Food- our 
home cooked Swedish meatballs 
and mash with traditional accompaniments can be 
served indoors or outside 

We can offer delivery only, delivery and service plus crockery and 
cutlery hire on request. 
Birgitta Sanger-Davies  
Kate Brown 07730 409541 
sveaskitchen@gmail.com    
follow us on facebook and Instagram @sveakitchen

	 

	 Showcase Your Business 

We have a lot of talented people in Ashton! If you would like to showcase your business in one 
edition of the Ashton News, please contact the Editor, details on the front page.

mailto:sveaskitchen@gmail.com
mailto:sveaskitchen@gmail.com


Ashton News 6

 
 

 
coming to our Village Hall .  

is being rebranded as 

Live & Local is phasing out the 'Shindig', 'Centre Stage', 'Village Ventures' and 'Lincolnshire Rural 
& Community Touring' brands and is renaming all its county networks Live & Local (followed by 
the county name) e.g. Live & Local Worcestershire. 

This will ensure that the rural & community touring service is consistently branded across multiple 
counties (improving brand awareness, recognition, impact and loyalty) and that communications are 
simplified with new and existing audiences, stakeholders, media and social channels. 

Next Show In Ashton Under Hill:- 

Roving Crows in Concert  

Date: Saturday 7th March 2020 
Venue: Ashton Village Hall  
Start Time: 19:30 
The show is suitable for everyone age 10+. 
 
'Great party music… I love that band.' Paul O'Grady, BBC Radio 2  
 
'Really individual Celtic folk rock group.' Mike Harding, BBC Radio 2  
 
'Genuinely the next big thing on the folk scene.' Andy O'Hare, BBC Radio 2  

Renowned for their high-energy live performances the multi-award-winning Roving Crows are an 
original must-see act, notable for their rabble-rousing brand of fiddle-led Celtic folk-rock. 

They have an arresting, singular sound that pushes the boundaries of the Celtic folk-rock genre. The 
band play with genuine passion, energy and soul. Vital and vibrant, they showcase a mix of fiery, 
Celtic-inspired fiddle and intelligent lyrics, backed by tribal rhythms.  
 
Although based in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire, they sound like a classic Irish band, whether 
on reworked reels and epic treatments of songs from Christy Moore's repertoire, or on original and 
poignant story-songs or furious stomps written by the singer Paul O'Neill. 
 
The Roving Crows are well known in folk circles and have a loyal following.  This show is sure to be a 
sell-out! Put the date in your diary and reserve tickets with Geraldine (01386 881416) from the 
beginning of February. 
 
Check them out on one of these sites: 
http://www.rovingcrows.com 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0_6bkOgl_U 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEVqg-AzF88 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YDFI_HHyTr8 

We would like to remind you that our next Live & Local performance is Roving 
Crows on 7th March 2020. As usual bring your own drinks and we will provide a few 
nibbles. Tickets will be £12.50 and can be reserved by calling Geraldine on 881416 
about a month before the show. 

IS NOW  
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Tell Tale Tusk 
 
Date: Saturday 16th May 2020 
Venue: Ashton Village Hall  
Start Time: 19:30 
The show is suitable for everyone age 10+ 

The Tell Tale Tusk quartet are a 
contemporary-folk ensemble whose 
spellbinding (and award-winning) three-part 
vocal harmonies weave around melodious 
instrumentals to create a take on folk that 
is bold and original. The quartet have grown 
and developed together over the years, 
emerging first as an a capella trio, before 
being joined by a fiddle player and more recently a cellist, to round out their sound and delve deeper 
in the possibilities of groove and harmony.  
 
The singers of Tell Tale Tusk have captured the imagination of international audiences, and were 
awarded the prize for 'Best Instrumentalist' at Haizetara Festival in Spain. The panel of judges 
decided to treat the three voices as one instrument based on their 'seamless voice blending' and 
intricate harmony writing.  
 
'Full of creativity, lyricism, irony, and personality.' Ainara Ortega, President of Haizetera Festival  
 
'Clever, witty and deep.' DJ Ritu, Resonance FM 'A World In London'  

Have a look at some of their work on these websites: 
http://telltaletusk.com 
http://telltaletusk.bandcamp.com/ 
http://youtube.com/watch?v=qcSg9GxBueY 
http://youtube.com/watch?v=GZUFGNe30vs 
 

 

Our third show this season is Tell Tale Tusk –  a female contemporary folk group 
weaving thrilling harmony vocals with exquisite cello and violin work. 

 

ELMLEY CASTLE VILLAGE HALL MARKET 
We regret the 12th December market has been cancelled because the village hall will be used as 

a polling sta:on. However, we have managed to find an alterna:ve date  
Wednesday 4th December, 9.30 -11.30 am 

Stalls will include 

Carice’s tex:le designs   Sara Downing’s books     Lynne’s maple syrup & Canadian chocolate treats 

Oscar’s pet foods   Tricia’s Bun:ng & Leather goods       Flamingo Paperie Cards & wrapping      
Homemade cakes Four Acres plants   Rachael’s art work       Pat LoveS’s preserves & honey       

Styan’s fruit & veg    Tilesford Larder sausages, bacon, pork joints & pork pies 

Come and buy your Christmas giUs!  
Refreshments available  

For more informa:on please contact  
thespeeds94@gmail.com 
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Such has been the growth in the number of junior cricketers playing for Ashton under 
Hill that the club now needs more helpers to continue building on its recent success 
story. 

Volunteer helpers and cricket coaches 
We are looking for volunteers or potential cricket coaches to assist at the Friday 
evening practice sessions during the summer months and, if possible, at junior games 
played on Sunday mornings and Tuesday evenings. 

No experience is necessary - there are plenty of roles that need filling whether it be 
scoring, umpiring, helping to organise the team or helping to coach the youngsters. 

The club currently has so many Under-13 players that it is considering running two mixed Under-13 teams 
in the Cotswold Hills League next season, as well as an Under-15 side and a girls' team playing friendlies. 

Year 5 & 6 children needed for the Under 11s! 
Ashton CC is particularly on the look-out for school Year 5 and Year 6 children to ensure we can also 
continue to run an Under-11 team in 2020.    

Pre-season junior indoor practice has been provisionally 
booked at Evesham Cricket Centre for five Saturdays at 
5pm starting February 29th.  

Anyone interested in getting involved in this community-
focussed club, or who has a child who might be interested 
in joining the club, should contact Ashton's junior cricket 
co-ordinator Dave Whitehouse on 07771 942464 or email 
dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com    

Senior Team welcomes new players 
Meanwhile, Ashton's senior team are reflecting on a 
challenging 2019 season but looking forward to next 
season with renewed optimism. 

New senior players are always welcome and anyone at all 
interested in playing should contact first team captain Sam 
Cope on 07734 712600.  David Wood 

 

Community Q & A with John Campion, Police and Crime Commissioner 

A crucial part of my role is engaging with communities, not only to understand their issues, but also 
to reassure them that their police service is working efficiently and effectively to deliver the service 
and resources they deserve. As part of this commitment I will be answering your questions, relating 
to local policing, in one to one, surgery style question & answer events at Lifford Memorial Hall, 
Broadway on 4th December 2019 between 15:00 – 17:00 and Evesham Town Hall on 22nd January 
2020 between 14:00-16:00. If you are unable to make it or prefer to submit questions in advance 
email to opcc@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Police and Crime Commissioner John Campion 
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QUIZZERS from near and far packed out Ashton Village Hall on Saturday, November 16th, for a hugely 
successful Big Quiz Night. 

It was the second year the nationwide event, in aid of Tearfund, had taken place at hundreds of 
churches and venues across the UK. 

Ashton Chapel once again organised the village hall event which drew around 80 participants, making 
up a capacity 16 teams. 

Ten rounds of questions were delivered by video on the big screen and at the end of a challenging 
evening of head-scratching, the winning team was 'Election Fever'. 

'We thought we'd come for Speed Dating' won the prize for the best team name. 

With no entrance fee, a basket was passed round 
for donations at the interval and such was the 
generosity of those in attendance that about £680 
was raised for Tearfund, a Christian charity which 
works with poverty-stricken people in many parts 
of the world. 

David Wood, MC for the evening, said: "We've 
managed to pack out the village hall for two years 
now and once again everyone seemed to have a 
great time, so it looks like this could become an 
annual event for Ashton." 

Co-organiser Andrew Barnett helped the evening 
go smoothly with his technical wizardry. 

Ashton Open Gardens 2020 
With	Christmas	just	around	the	corner,	Ashton	Open	Gardens	seems	like	ages	away,	but	the	Committee	is	already	
working	on	the	arrangements	for	Ashton’s	annual	village	celebration	of	gardens.	In	2020	it	will	be	held,	as	usual,	on	
the	second	weekend	of	June:	13th	and	14th.				As	usual	we	have	booked	perfect	weather	for	the	weekend,	not	too	hot,	
not	too	cold	and	preferably	no	rain.	

For	2020	the	theme	for	the	weekend	will	be	‘Plant	Hunters’.	Ever	since	the	Romans	brought	us	plums,	walnuts,	roses	
and	parsley	(among	other	things),	the	British	have	been	foraging	in	all	corners	of	the	globe	for	plants	that	can	be	
put	to	use	back	home.	From	the	early	1600s	to	the	present-day,	Plant	hunter	adventurers	have	been	risking	life	and	
limb,	literally,	to	make	flora	and	our	gardens	more	interesting.	Every	garden	in	our	village	will	be	richer	from	the	
bounty	of	these	forays	into	the	unknown.		

The	feedback	from	our	many	visitors	from	the	UK	and	overseas	is	always	overwhelmingly	positive.	They	enjoy	the	
variety	of	gardens,	the	range	of	wonderful	refreshments	and	appreciate	the	warm	welcome	they	receive	from	
garden	owners	and	our	willing	volunteers.		

For	further	information	visit	our	website	www.ashtonopengardens.co.uk		

As	usual	we	rely	on	the	generosity	of	village	gardeners	who	open	their	gardens,	and	of	the	multitude	of	willing	
volunteers,	without	whom	the	event	would	not	happen.		As	in	previous	years	we	will	be	making	contact	with	all	our	
usual	helpers,	however,	if	you	would	like	to	open	your	garden	or	join	our	band	of	volunteers	we	would	be	delighted	
to	hear	from	you,	please	don’t	hesitate	to	make	contact.		

Jim	Teague,	AOG	Committee	Chair	

Tel	07585	893323		Email	contact@ashtonopengardens.co.uk
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Ashton under Hill First School 
This term we opened our Early Years Unit within Acorn class and welcomed 10 new 
children along with 11 Reception pupils. Thanks to the hard work and dedication by the 

staff and the support from the parents, all of the children 
have settled happily and are learning together. It has been 
fantastic to welcome Mrs Barnett onto the staff and we 
have appreciated her expertise from her time at Playgroup.  

We have joined the 
Marathon Kids 
initiative run by 
KidsRunFree. It is 
a resource to 
promote health and 
exercise outside of a PE lesson to encourage the habit of 
exercise. We 
have set up four 
courses that 
children can run 

on depending on the weather and each time they 
complete a lap they are given a band. The bands are then 
counted and input the number onto a computer system 
which gives a total distance for each child and a 
collective distance for the whole school. We have set 
ourselves the ambitious target of running to Tokyo in 
time for the Summer Olympics and have plotted a route 
going through countries where some of our children have 
family connections. At the time of writing we have ‘passed’ London, Paris and Brussels and are well on 
the way to Berlin. Keep an eye on the weekly updates in our  to see how we get on.  

A new addition to our outdoor provision is a fire pit 
and seating area created by one of our parents. As 
you can see from the picture, we have put it to good 
use.  

Last year we took part in the Reverse Advent 
Calendar initiative, collecting packets and tins of 
food for homeless people in Evesham. This year we 
are going to repeat this but are collecting toiletries. 
If you would like to join us and add to our collection 
there is a list of what we are collecting on the 
noticeboard outside the school (and in this newletter) 
or contact us and we will send you a list.  

If you would like to find out more about a place at the school please contact the office. We always 
welcome any help, so if you have any spare time to hear children read or have a skill that we might 
need, please come and talk to us. We really value our links with the local community and we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Alison Peacey, Head Teacher

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at Ashton First School 
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Reverend	David	Lewis,	Rector	of	Elmley	Castle	with	pastoral	
responsibility	for	Ashton	under	Hill,	came	to	the	Bredon	Hill	Group	of	
churches	in	March	2018.	He	died	suddenly	while	out	jogging	between	
Elmley	and	Ashton	on	9	September	2019.	

It	is	hard	to	say	how	much	we	feel	the	loss	of	someone	who	was	such	a	
kind	and	supporEve	presence	in	our	community.	His	death	was	
undeniably	a	shock	to	us	all,	but	he	died	doing	something	he	loved,	
out	on	a	run	on	a	beauEful	September	evening	in	the	upli<ing	
countryside	of	Bredon	Hill.	He	was	always	very	fit	and	acEve,	and	he	
once	wrote	a	book	about	his	experiences	walking	from	the	AtlanEc	
Ocean	to	the	Mediterranean	along	the	length	of	the	Pyrenees,	a	distance	

of	around	600	miles.	David	had	ministered	in	many	different	places:	
Carlisle,	Leeds,	Guildford,	Birmingham,	Stavanger	in	Norway	and	North	

Yorkshire,	but	we	will	always	be	grateful	for	his	all	too	brief	Eme	here.	

Despite	immense	daily	pressures	in	his	role	as	priest	in	charge	of	all	the	churches	around	Bredon	Hill,	David	
always	found	Eme	to	come	along	to	our	school	and	village	events.	We	remember	fondly	his	calming	
presence,	his	loving	spirit,	his	generosity	with	his	Eme	and	his	care	for	us	all.	His	very	last	service	was	
Evening	Prayer	in	St	Barbara’s,	which	was	a	great	privilege	as	he	told	us	it	was	perhaps	his	favourite	service.		

David	was	held	in	great	affecEon	and	respect	as	our	vicar,	and	as	a	friend,	and	the	more	we	learn	about	him,	
the	more	remarkable	the	person	that	emerges.	Although	he	was	only	with	us	for	a	short	while,	his	impact	
was	immense	and	we	will	miss	him	very	much	in	the	days	and	years	ahead.	It	was	so	hard	to	say	goodbye	to	
such	a	lovely,	gentle	man	but	we	can	console	ourselves	knowing	that	he	is	now	with	his	God.	David	gave	
new	meaning	to	the	word	gentleman,	for	he	truly	was	a	gentle	man.	

St	Barbara’s	Church	Team

Ashton 5k cont 
It was a day for the girls with two taking the two top places. Kaitlyn 
Stephenson was first in an impressive 18.49 min.  Marie Brush, fastest 
lady last year, was just pipped to the post this year with a time of 19.34 
min (although beating her record from last year by almost a minute! ).  
Our own Dave Taylor took third place in 19.53min.


It was brilliant to see many of the younger children running and not 
giving up, despite stitches and a few tears along the way! In the junior 
section, Megan Davis completed the course in an impressive 20.46min 
and Arthur Stephenson was hot on her heels with a time of 20:49min.

 
About £2000 was again raised, of which £300 was from the delicious 
homemade cake sales. All proceeds will go towards village projects 
and a donation will be going to the Children’s Society. This charity was 
close to the heart of Rev David Lewis, who sadly died earlier this year.


As usual in our village, many people supported the event. Firstly all the 
runners & walkers, marshals, the car park team, the ‘Race Café’ team, 
cake bakers and the Cricket Club who let the event use their facilities. 
Thanks on behalf of the village must go to ASC’s Jane Swindells and 
her team, who did another excellent job. The Ed
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NEWS FROM THE FARM 

Wet, Wet, Wet

Following a pleasing harvest of oilseed rape and 
winter wheat, field cultivations got off to a good 
start at the end of August. oilseed rape was drilled 
into good seedbeds and became well established, 
then the weather became very unsettled and since 
the end of September the ground has been too 
wet to allow any further planting to take place. 
This pattern has been the same all over the 
country with hundreds of thousands of acres lying 
bare awaiting the sowing of wheat, barley, oats and 
beans. 


The optimum sowing time for most of these crops 
is October, so plans will have to be revised as and 
when conditions allow any field work to take place. 
Drilling this late means higher seed rates, more 
difficult crop establishment and lower yields. We 
are thankful that we have not experienced 
conditions such as they have had in other parts of 
the country such as Yorkshire. I heard one farmer 
on the radio saying that he had 2000 acres under 
water.


The sheep are out in the fields with ewes and rams 
together. Plenty of good hay and haylage (silage 
made from grass which has been partially dried) is 
available to supplement their feed during the 
winter months, although the fodder beet is still in 
the ground awaiting weather suitable enough for it 
to be harvested. Despite the rain, sedum continues 
to be harvested, but under adverse conditions. We 
will continue to watch the weather and wait until 
the time is right and then amend plans accordingly. 
Charles Archer


Have you Lost or Found anything? 
If you have please either post on the PC facebook page or 
email ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com. We will then 
advertise lost items or send you instructions as to where found 
items will be stored.

If your lost item is likely to be valuable, we 
suggest you don't disclose full details online. 
Keep description simple, e.g. lost or found 
ring, watch, phone etc. It is unlikely we will have many similar 
items lost or found at the same time around Ashton!

Join easyfundraising (address below) this 
Christmas and you can collect free donations 
for the village every time you buy something 

online. It won't cost you a penny extra so please 
help us to raise funds. You just click on the  
‘activate donation’ button on websites that 

support easyfundraising and they do the rest!  
£537.97 raised so far

19 supporters
Please support the ASC to fund various projects 
to make our village an even better place to live 

than it is already! Dave Rose 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/auhsocial/

Parish Minibus Shopping 
Trips 

The minibus can take you shopping! 
  

Bishops Cleeve (Tesco) on the first & third 
Friday of the month 
Worcester on the second Friday of the month 

Both leave Ashton from 9.15am 
Also, on the fourth Friday each month, a visit to 
a Garden or Shopping Centre, usually leaving at 
about 10am and returning shortly after 
lunchtime. 
Door to door service possible for those who buy 
too much to carry! 
To book your place, please call 01386 881145 or 
call in at the Wednesday Coffee Morning in the 
Chapel Hall.

FOOTPATH TEAM REPORT 
Your footpaths team has continued to work hard 
over the last half of the year on a number of 
projects and footpath maintenance across the 
patch.  We have also cleared and fettled 
permissive paths on the lower slopes of the hill 
off Bakers Lane and started a tough job 
reopening one through Ashton Woods from the 
cherry tree path below the gorse field into the 
woods.  We hope to finish this if we get a dry 
patch but it hopefully should be finished by 
Spring! Please let us know of any major issues 
in the usual way. Chat to John, Paul or me in the 
village or email me on 
leoenright2002@yahoo.co.uk. Leo Enright

mailto:leoenright2002@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:leoenright2002@yahoo.co.uk
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Parish Council Report Nov 2019 
Highways & Speeding issues 
Pavement Repair The repair of the pavement from Wood Lane to Elmley end of the village has been 
approved but no date set yet. We will continue to follow this up on your behalf. 
Speed Limits Bredon Hill Conservation Group (BHCG) have proposed the implementation of a 40-50mph 
speed limit on roads around the Hill between villages. We are supporting this proposal and will be writing 
to the County Council. 
Vehicle Activated Sign The new countdown solar powered VAS, which will be permanently located on 
the Groaten, has arrived and is being tested. The existing VAS will be regularly moved between the other 
two locations on Elmley Rd. 
Children’s Speed Aware Posters We are in the process of getting quotes to convert the children’s work in 
to larger weatherproof signs to display around the village. First School children will be producing more 
posters in the New Year. We are hoping that they will help, along with our new sign, to reduce motorists' 
speed through the village. We continue to look into other measures. 
Planning 
Bredon Gate There has been an amendment to the landscaping at the front of this development. This is 
a change following a Highways survey. As a result the pedestrian entrance has been rerouted. This has 
meant that a section of legacy hedging and trees are to be removed and new semi mature trees and 
shrubs planted further back from the road. You can view the plans on the Wychavon Planning Portal. 
Planning ref is 19/02214/RM 
Planning Reminder 
A reminder that the Parish Council is only one voice that is considered by Wychavon when planning 
applications are being assessed. If you feel strongly for or against an application, you should submit your 
comments to Wychavon Planning. This is easy to do online or by letter.  
Broadband  
We have collated your responses about the poor quality connection that many of you are regularly 
experiencing.  Thank you for helping us. We are in talks with OpenReach/BT to see what can be done. If 
this fails we will be approaching Airband Community Network, an independent internet service provider 
that aims to bring high speed broadband to rural and hard-to-reach areas. 
Phone Box 
You have decided that the best use for the phone box would be a joint book swap and Information 
point.  If there are any carpenters in the village who might have time to help with shelving, please 
contact us.  
Neighbourhood Plan 
In the light of the latest South Worcestershire Development Plan, where considerable housing 
development is planned, and where it was specifically stated that NPs will be taken into account; it has 
been decided to begin a Neighbourhood Plan.  There is much more information and support for NPs 
than a couple of years ago when we first looked at this. We are looking for residents to form a steering 
group that will report to the Parish Council.  If you would like to help our village have an official voice on 
future development, please contact us (see contact details at the back of the newsletter). We will 
publish further details soon. 
Website/Communications 
As a reminder – we have an email circulation list for news and updates from the Parish Council. If you 
would like to be added please contact Karen Rowley.  
The Parish Councillors now have specific emails for correspondence in relation to Council matters, this is 
in line with GDPR changes earlier in the year. Mine is CllrHewittAUH@gmail.com. Please use this if you 
want to raise any matters with the Parish Council or via the Clerk on ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk.  
Parish Clerk 
Michelle English, who has been our clerk for 9 years, is emigrating to Australia. We wish her well with this 
new adventure in her life and warmly thank her for all her support over the years. Unfortunately, the 
newly appointed clerk resigned at short notice and we have not been able to engage a replacement 
yet.  
Sarah Hewitt  Chair, Parish Council 

Please also see the latest PC meeting minutes, all of which are 
stored on the website, details at back of the newsletter.
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Little Big Learners Ltd have settled well into the 
new academic year following some venue changes 
and additions. We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Christmas 
and New Year. We close for the festive period on 
Friday 20th December and return on Tuesday 7th 
January 2020. Our next holiday club takes place 
during the February Half Term. To secure your 
places, for any of our services, please visit the 
‘How To Book’ page on our website at 
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk. Graham Begley

DOGS AND PUBLIC 
RIGHTS OF WAY 
Recently, sheep owned by Ed Spires 
(landlord of The Star) were worried by dogs 
owned by a village resident. A ewe and 
lamb had to receive medical attention from 
a vet. Another lamb sadly collapsed and 
died later due to shock. The latter can 
happen even when there is no direct 
physical injury to the animal, and is 
common. 

‘Walkers with dogs should take 
particular care when crossing fields 
where animals are being grazed. Section 
1 of the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) 
Act 1953 makes it an offence for a dog to 
be at large, ‘that is to say not on a lead or 
otherwise under close control’, in a field 
or enclosure containing sheep.’
Please keep your dogs under control when 
using Rights of Way.  Thank you.  
Parish Council.

The Star Inn 

Looks delicious…call Ed 
or Vicky on 881325
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BHA POTTING SHEDS REPORT 
‘Unlocking the Severn’ Photography Workshop  
Representatives from our Eco Action Team visited the Upper Lode Lock in 
Tewkesbury to learn about the history and management of the River Severn 
and take part in a photography workshop: creating images to raise awareness 
of the ‘Unlocking the Severn’ project for an exhibition at The Hive in 

Worcester. We were met by Lucy Newton, the Informal Learning & 
Interpretation Officer from the Canal and river trust, Rosie Croggon from the 

Severn Rivers Trust and Iain Green, a nature photography tutor and author.   

We arrived at lunchtime and as we ate our sandwiches, Lucy explained how the Unlocking the Severn 
project is working to improve biodiversity by re-opening 253 kilometres of historic spawning grounds 
in the UK’s longest river to fish and reconnect people and communities with the natural, cultural and 
industrial heritage of the river. 

The Twaite Shad 
The focus of the project is to help a little-known member of the herring family- the Twaite Shad, migrate 
upstream, returning to habitats which have been inaccessible since the industrial revolution when 
weirs were installed to enable large boats to access cities upstream. The fish passes created for the Shad 
will benefit many other species, encouraging migration and increasing biodiversity on a huge scale. 
  
The photography tutor, Iain Green provided waterproof cameras and explained how to use them to 
record our visit and photography techniques to produce original images. After a review of the safety 
rules we set off on a walk to the explore the riverside path including weir view, where the weir was 
covered by the flooding , and then visited the lock island where the lock keeper told us about his duties.  
  
 Largest River Restoration Project in Europe 
We had a fantastic afternoon exploring and learning about the history geography and ecology of the 
area returning to school with beautiful photographs despite the inclement weather. 
  
The project is a partnership between the Severn Rivers Trust, Canal & River Trust, Environment 
Agency and Natural England. Funded by the European Union’s LIFE Nature Programme and the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, and the partnership, this five year project is the largest river restoration of its 
kind currently running in Europe. Sara Bankes (Eco Coordinator, BHA) 
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festive WREATHS FOR £25
BEAUTIFUL, LOCALLY FORAGED, 

HANDMADE WREATHS!

Place your order with school: 
01386 881333 or office@ashton.worcs.sch.uk  

Or Order and pay at the School Christmas 
fair on Friday 6th December

Collection Saturday 7th December at the 
village hall 9am-4pm 

Helpers welcome! 

ALL PROCEEDS TO ASHTON FIRST SCHOOL

Donations of Foliage welcome: variegated, 
including e.g. holly & spruce ( No ivy please 

or too much leylandii !) 
Minimum 40cm lengths

We've had another busy term at Ashton Guides. The summer 
holiday (seems so long ago now) saw us enjoying a week's camp 
which included potholing, zip wiring, sleeping in hammocks in the 
woods and cooking on open fires at Blackwell Court. Since then 
our four patrols have been working to gain various skills, builder 
badges and unit activities have found us playing night wide games 
on the hill, packing shoeboxes at the Teams4U warehouse, 
enjoying a sleepover in the wilds of Kemerton, running a campfire 
for the residents of Bricklehampton Hall and ice skating. 

If you would like to join us and are a girl 
aged between 10 and around 14  
(or older as we do now have a Ranger 
section for older girls), please do contact 
us through  
https://go.girlguiding.org.uk  
 or by phone on 07976 958450 

We'd love to hear from you! 
Ali Stephenson 
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Ashton’s Soap Box Races Revival 2020 
Come and race the second edition of the incredible New Year’s Day 

Ashton Soap Box Race! 
Bring your friends and family and get your first, fast and furious adrenaline fix of 2020. 
This was a storming success last year; It promises to be even better this year…don’t 
miss out. 
The race starts at 10.00 on 1st January 2020. All spectators and competitors are 
welcome. 
If you’re competing, you’ll need to be in the pits at the top of the run by 9.00 ready for 
scrutineering. 
The course will be along Elmley Road. The start line will be located between the 
turnings for Hillside and Cotton’s Lane. The finish line will be at the Star Inn. 
Entry fees will be £25 per kart rider.  Kart riders that are under 16 on 1st January 
2020 are £10. 
If your team includes mechanics / pushers / a medical team / a life coach then you’ll 
have to pay £10 per head (£5 for under 16s) for each of them too; we’ll collect the 
money for your pit crew on the day and you can have up to four people on your team. 
There will be two race categories; under 16s and over 16s. This is based on the age of 
the kart rider. 
There will also be a best fancy-dress competition and a best built kart award. 
Other awards may be provided, depending on entries. 
There will be a push zone at the start of the course (think winter 
Olympics bobsleigh style) – a penalty of 10 seconds is incurred 
if those assisting the start do not adhere to this zone. 
The course is quite steep; competitors can expect to 
reach 20 mph. 
Detailed race rules and regulations can be found 
here:https://www.racespace.com/assets/uploads/
events/1245/custom_documents.0.file_path.pdf 
There will be bacon sandwiches, cake, tea, coffee 
and alka seltzer available…a perfect way to 
manage the excesses of the night before. 
Enter here – https://www.racespace.com/gb/
david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-
coming

A Very Merry Christmas to all readers from the Ed! 

STOP PRESS 
At time of going to press, Ashton Christmas Fair have just 
had a very successful afternoon with a generous raffle, 
delicious mince pies, jams & cakes, christmas cards and 
much more. The Church team are delighted to report 
takings are in the region of  

£1000!!!!! 
Well done to all who helped!

https://www.racespace.com/gb/david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-coming
https://www.racespace.com/gb/david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-coming
https://www.racespace.com/gb/david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-coming
https://www.racespace.com/gb/david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-coming
https://www.racespace.com/gb/david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-coming
https://www.racespace.com/gb/david-taylor-3/ashton-soapbox-race-the-second-coming
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CHRISTMAS AT ST BARBARA’S CHURCH 
You will receive a warm welcome at any of our services 

Sunday	1st	December	 	 Advent	Carol	Service	at	Eckington	Church	at	4:00pm	 	
	 	 With	Rev	Allison	Davies	and	a	choir	from	around	the	Hill.	

	 	 All	welcome	for	this	united	event	to	begin	our	Christmas		
	 	 	 season.	
Saturday	7th	December	 	 Children’s	‘Messy	Church’	session		
	 	 At	Stacey	Locke’s.		Please	ring	882087	for	informaEon	

Sunday	8th	December	 	 ChrisJngle	service	at	3:30pm		
	 	With	the	Church	Team	

Wednesday	18th	December	The	Ashton	CelebraJon	of	Christmas	at	6:30pm	
	 	 	 	 	 Note:	LATER	DATE.	All	welcome	to	join	us	for	tradiEonal		
	 	 	 	 	 	 carols	and	refreshments	a<erwards.		CollecEons	this	
year		 	 	 	 	 	 are	going	to	‘Winston’s	Wish’	in	Cheltenham	

Sunday	22nd	December	 	 Holy	Communion	CW	at	10:30am	

	 	 	 	 	 With	Bishop	Michael	Hooper	

Tuesday	24th	December	 	 Family	Crib	service		at	3:30pm	
	 	With	the	Church	Team	

	 Midnight	Communion	at	11:30pm	
	 St	John’s	Church	Beckford	with	Rev	Doug	Chaplain	

Wednesday	25th	December		 Christmas	Day	Family	Service		
	 	 	 	 	 Led	by	Rev	Doug	Chaplain	
	 	 	 	 	 Children	are	asked	to	bring	one	of	the	presents	which	they		
	 	 	 	 have	already	unwrapped	

At	the	Eme	of	wriEng	we	are	sad	to	report	that	there	has	been	a	series	of	vandalism	in	some	
of	our	local	churches	so	St	Barbara’s	has	been	closed	during	November.		The	police	are	

involved	and	we	hope	to	open	again	soon	when	the	maHer	has	been	resolved.	

Many	thanks	to	all	who	have	helped	and	will	have	helped	over	the	fesEve	season.		Thank	you	
to	the	clergy	who	have	supported	us	with	leading	our	services	at	what	has	been	a	difficult	
Eme	for	the	Bredon	Parishes.	

For	more	informaJon	please	contact	one	of	the	Church	Team:	

Alastair	Humphrey	881497		 David	or	Judith	Hunter	882087	 Malcolm	Nelson	881778	

	 	
HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE!	
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What’s On at Ashton under Hill Free Church 
Winter 2019 

You are invited to come and join us: 

Every Sunday 
10.45am Morning Worship Service 

followed by light refreshments 

Sunday December 22nd  
Family Christmas Special at 10.45am 

Christmas Morning December 25th 
Short Service from 9.30am 

Friends & Neighbours 
Last Tuesday of every Month (Except December) from 2.00pm 

An opportunity for meeting over a cup of tea and a biscuit, always with 
something interesting laid on 

Coffee morning 
Every Wednesday from 10.00am to Midday 

All donations to Midlands Air Ambulance 
(more than £10,000 to date - thank you!) 

Bright Hour  
Alternate Wednesdays from 2.30pm 

More tea and biscuits together with singing and something to think about! 

Christmas Soup Lunch, Mince Pies and Carols 
on 18th December 12.15pm following the coffee morning 

Busy Fingers 
Every Thursday from 10.00am to Mid-day during term-time 

For mums (or dads or grandparents) and toddlers 

See Chapel Notice Board or website for most up to date details 

www.ashtonchapel.org.uk 
email: info@ashtonchapel.org.uk 

Contacts: Andrew & Joy 881145, Geoff 881740, 
Doreen 881656, or Joan 881237 

http://www.ashtonchapel.org.uk/
http://www.ashtonchapel.org.uk/
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Name Details Contact Contact details 
Activities

Cricket Club (adults) Summer- Saturdays & Sundays Will Archer 881756                                
will@simplysedum.co.uk

Cricket Club (juniors) Summer- Fridays 6-8pm David Whitehouse 424393                   
dave.whitehouse63@gmail.com

Football Club  (adults) 

Football Club  (juniors)

Winter- Sunday mornings  

Winter- Saturday mornings 

Graham Begley 07725 909808 / 881206        
frankiel@hotmail.co.uk

Footpath volunteers Working groups John Kenrick 881431                          
johnkenrick@btinternet.com

Gardening Club Beckford V/H 4th Weds 7:30pm Roger Umpelby 881449                   

roger@bugman.free-online.co.uk

Guides Village Hall, Weds 7-8:30pm Ali Stephenson 07976 958450                   
ali.stephenson@live.com

Brownies Village Hall, Weds 5:15-6:45pm Charlotte Nicklin 07714 783545 
Rainbows Village Hall, Weds 4:15-5:30pm Jemima Barnett Jemmimaob@gmail.com

Lunch Club Chapel Hall 12pm, 1st Fri month Joy Barnett 881145 
Friends & Neighbours Last Tues in month, 2-3pm Margaret Darby 881862                                    

ma.darby@icloud.com
Mini Bus Worcester 2nd & 4th Fri Bishop’s Cleeve 1st 

& 3rd Fri  & Private Hire
Andrew Barnett 881145 

Parish walks Summer evenings - Mondays Alastair Humphrey 881479                            
gmhumphrey@hotmail.com

Playgroup Now part of First School Ruth Barnett 882014/882289

Little Big Learners (Out 
of School Childcare)

Every school day, 3-6pm; All holidays 
except Christmas; First School inset days

Graham Begley 07725 909808                 
littlebiglearners@gmail.com

Organisations
First School Headteacher Alison Peacey 881333                            

head@ashton.worcs.sch.uk 
Middle School Headteacher Miss D West 881426                           

office@bredon.worcs.sch.uk 
Free Church Main contact Andrew Barnett 881145                                        

topcott@gmail.com 

Busyfingers, mums & 
toddlers 

Chapel Hall Thurs 10-11:30 am Doreen Cope 881656                            
doreencope1@yahoo.co.uk 

Coffee Morning Chapel Hall Weds 10-12 noon Joy Barnett 881145 
Parish Council Chair Sarah Hewitt 881070                          

sarahjhewitt36@outlook.com
Clerk Michelle English 860502                         

ashtonunderhill@yahoo.co.uk 
Ashton Social 
Committee 

Village Hall and playing fields Jane Swindells 07557 022839                     
janeyswin74@gmail.com

St. Barbara's Church Vicar Revd Allison Davies 01386 750203            
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

St Barbara’s Team Alastair Humphrey 881479
David Hunter 882087
Malcolm Nelson 881778

Open Gardens (2nd 
weekend in June)

Chairman JimTeague 07585 893323                      
jimteague@hotmail.com

Marketing Co-ordinator Andrew Cooke 881715                                
andy@thecookies.org.uk

Women's Institute Village Hall 1st Tues 7:30pm Marjory Facer 882171                                   
marjyfacer@gmail.com 

Ashton Bellringers  St Barbara’s Church Tues Eve Nick Hopkins 881711
The Star Inn Open daily Ed & Vicky Spires 881325            

     thepub@thestar-ashtonunderhill.co.uk

Services
Ashton website & 
Ashton News 

Information and events Karen Rowley 07976 906653     
ashtonuhillcommunity@gmail.com

Milk delivery Mon.Wed. Fri. Sat. Cotteswold Dairy 01684 298959
Mobile library – 3rd 
Monday in month 

10:55 Gorse Hill; 11:15 Cornfield Way; 11:35 
School

01905 822722   
eveshammobile@worcestershire.gov.uk 

Newspaper delivery Monday to Saturday Doreen Cope 881656 

Mobile Post office Tues & Thu 12:30-1:30pm 
Free Church car park

David (Driver) Enquiries to Parish Council, details 
above

ASHTON NEWS VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Tel No 882466   Mobile 07976 906653    Email: karenmrowley@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:ali.stephenson@live.com
mailto:sarahjhewitt36@outlook.com
mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com
mailto:andy@thecookies.org.uk
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