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Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with
Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with Beckford
and Ashton under Hill.
JANUARY
5th January
Epiphany

Ashton

Beckford

Overbury

10:30am
Village
Worship for
Epiphany
Church Team

9:00am
BCP HC
L Burn

10:30am
Family Service
Lay Team

6:00pm
Evening
Prayer
Lay Led

10:30am
in the Village Hall
CW HC
R Tett

12th January
Baptism of
Christ

26th January
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

Teddington
9:00am
CW HC
A Davies

10:30am
CW HC
Archdeacon
Robert Jones

9:00am
CW HC
A Davies

19th January
2nd Sunday of
Epiphany

Alstone

10:30am
United Parish Worship at Ashton – R Tett

FEBRUARY
2nd February
Candlemas
Presentation of
Christ in the
Temple

10:30am
Village
Worship
Church Team

9:00am
BCP HC
L Burn

10:30am
in the Village Hall
Service of
the Word
Lay Team

9:00am
CW HC
R Tett

Holy Communion is now celebrated at 10.00am on the first Wednesdays in the month in
St Faith’s Church, Overbury.
Please see next page for details of this service in January and February 2020.
Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton
Clergy:

Revd Allison Davies
Revd Rick Tett (Curate)

Parish Office: You can contact Lynne Wilkinson, the Parish Secretary on the
following days and times:
Tuesday mornings: Bredon Parish Office, 9am to 12 noon: 01684 772398
Thursday mornings: Beckford Village Hall, 9am to 12 noon:01386 881349
or parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
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Minister’s Message
As I write this article for the January 2020 magazine, the national
news is full of the forthcoming election in December. The result will
by now be known, and it will be interesting to see whether we have
one main party in control, or whether the country has been split in
its voting, and we are now governed by a hung parliament.
January is often regarded as a dour month, with many people experiencing feelings
of anti-climax. These feelings arise not only from the sense that all the excitement of
Christmas is over for another year as we pull down our Christmas decorations, but
because we draw the curtains earlier because of long dark nights and we know we
will have to wait another few months before the brightness of Spring arrives, bringing
with it the hope of a warm summer with all its opportunities for summer festivals,
picnics and holidays.
Yet January is also a time of new beginnings, of making new promises and of looking
forward with hope to something different, exciting and fulfilling. Of course, not even
the best politicians can promise this, although I’m sure we all hope that whatever new
governance arrangements are in place, there will be some positive progress over the
gridlock of the Brexit debate, and the ever daunting threats from the challenges of
Climate Change, to name but a few of the current challenging issues.
The Bible, however, does provide fulfilment of a promise, through the hope of new
beginnings and new life. For, from the birth of the baby we celebrated at Christmas,
to the events which we will celebrate at Easter, we remember that that very same
baby overcame the forces of evil, as well as the political and religious oppression of
that time, through a cruel death on a cross, to a subsequent glorious resurrection
three days later. These events continue to offer the promise of a new life to all those
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to those who seek to live lives in
accordance with his ways.
Like many of you, I will have made some New Year’s Resolutions. Some of these,
such as my annual promise to lose weight and eat less chocolate, will, in all honesty
and likelihood, be quickly broken. However, the one Resolution which I will
endeavour to keep, and one which I hope you will also seek to choose for yourselves,
is to put our trust and hope in the future, into the hands of a God who promises to
love us, now and for all eternity. For there can be no better promise to make for
ourselves, family and friends and indeed, our country.
Therefore, may I wish you all a very happy and prosperous new year and may all
those hopes and expectations which you wish for yourselves, and all whom you love,
be blessed and fulfilled.
Allison
Midweek Holy Communion service in Overbury
There will not be a clergy led Holy Communion in January, as for the foreseeable
future these will only happen on the first Wednesday in the month. As the first
Wednesday in January is New Year’s Day there will not be a Communion then, and
so the next clergy led midweek Communion will be on 5th February led by
Rev Rick Tett. Due to the work being carried out in Overbury church, this
service will be held in Beckford.
A second clergy led Communion will take place at Little Comberton on the 2nd
Wednesday in the month.
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Service Schedule for January:
Below are the designated clergy-led Sunday services for each church around the
Bredon Hill Group during January. Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in
bold. A full list of services in the Beckford Group is on the inside cover.
JANUARY

5th January
Epiphany

12th January
Baptism of
Christ

9:00am

10:30am

Besford - R Tett

Little Comberton R Tett

Teddington A Davies

Bredon - A Davies

Bredon’s Norton R Tett

Eckington - A Davies

Bricklehampton - A Davies

Overbury - R Tett

6:00pm

Bredon - D Chaplin
19th January
2nd Sunday
of Epiphany

26th January
3rd Sunday
of Epiphany

Eckington - R Tett

Elmley Castle - A Davies

Beckford - A Davies

Alstone Archdeacon
Robert Jones

Great Comberton - R Tett
Bredon’s Norton - A Davies

Defford - A Davies
Ashton - R Tett
Beckford Group United
Service

Quiet Days at Holland House, Cropthorn, Tuesday 18th February
‘Awareness of the Presence’ led by Graham Pharo
Quiet Days are usually 'theme-led' but allow plenty of time away from
our parishes for reflection.
There will be coffee on arrival. Graham’s plan is to have a very short
talk to 'launch' the day, after which people can take the opportunity to
find quiet spaces around the house for personal reflection/reading or
whatever. Then there will be a gathering for coffee, a second short
talk followed by further free time until lunch which is usually about 1:00pm. After lunch
there will be the third talk and free time until a tea break and we may gather for a short
act of worship in the chapel to close the day at around 4:00 pm.
A full programme will be prepared nearer the time, however the theme, for those
wishing to use it as a focus for reflection, will touch upon early human experience of
God's presence, how people become aware of God's closeness in day to day life and a
positive approach to our promise of an even closer presence as our earthly experience
of life draws to a close.
Attendance at all or any of the short talks is not compulsory and some people my wish
to use the day simply to have a 'quiet space' away from their home parishes.
The cost is £40.00 which includes lunch and coffee/tea during the day and the use of
the chapel and rooms through the house into which participants can disperse.
For more information or to book see:
https://www.hollandhouse.org/product/awareness-of-the-presence/
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Happy New Year and a reminder about your Subscriptions which are now due!!
May I take this opportunity to wish all our readers a happy and peaceful New Year.
Many thanks to everyone who contributes with articles and notices for the magazine. I
hope this will continue into 2020. If you have an interesting article or news to share
please do send it to me - my contact details are on the directory at the back of the
magazine.
On a more practical note, can I remind you that your magazine subscriptions for
2020 are now due. The cost will remain at £5 for the year - a real bargain.
Chris Godfrey, Editor

‘Open Conversations’ about the Future of our Church
Join the conversation on how the Ministry is to be shaped for the future
As you may, or may not, be aware, it was announced earlier in the year that our
diocesan accounts for 2018 showed a shocking £1 million loss. This has been brought
about because, as parishes and as a diocese, we have failed to keep up with inflation.
The diocese has so far been able to plug the gap by plundering its reserves, but these
are fast running out. This is not a sustainable situation. Spending must be reduced,
whilst income is increased.
The diocese has already taken steps to reduce costs in the diocesan office (which may
well reduce the support which can be offered to parishes). It is also planning to reduce
stipendiary clergy posts (i.e. parish priests) by 15%.
A vital part of the overall process is to include wide consultation at all levels.
Nine sessions are planned between now and the beginning of February, in different
venues around the Diocese – with exactly the same content in each one.
These ‘Open Conversations’ are a chance for your voice to be heard, to find out what
is proposed and to join the discussion.
♦Do we need a new scheme for deciding Parish Share?
♦Will we lose our Vicar?
♦Will our church be closed?
These Open Conversations are open to all, whether regular church-goer or not.
Please come and be involved in how Ministry is shaped across the Diocese for the
future – including how we might pay for it.
The nearest Open Conversation for Bredon Hill parishes will be held at Pershore
Town Hall on Tuesday 14th January, from 10:00am – 12:30pm.
The most convenient evening sessions are:
Tuesday 14th January: St James, Welland from 7:00pm - 9:15pm
Tuesday 4th February: Methodist church, Kidderminster from 7:00pm - 9:15pm
If you are interested in attending any of the meetings can you please let me know so
that I can give the Diocese an idea of numbers.
David Marsh, Deanery Representative, 01242 621139
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News From Beckford
Beckford’s Carol Service
The newly-replaced bell ropes in the Beckford tower were employed to great effect on
the evening of Sunday 8th December as the bells joyfully rang out to herald the 2019
Carol Service, which was led by Revd Sarah Dangerfield. Sarah is Rector of Fladbury
and Rural Dean of the Pershore Deanery and it was a pleasure to welcome her as she
took her first service here.
A large congregation, drawn from a wide area, practically filled the church as the
familiar readings and traditional carols sounded in the softly-lit building. The
atmosphere was especially evocative as the lights
were extinguished for the final reading – The Mystery
of the Incarnation – for which the many flickering
candles provided the only illumination. Sarah’s
thought-provoking address, with its theme of the starry sky – of particular relevance at
Christmas - brought the service to a close and there followed a very happy social
gathering when we were able to chat with old friends – and meet new ones – by the
Christmas tree and the crib, whilst being generously supplied with wine, sausage rolls
and mincepies. We’re grateful to Jane and Mark, and to Jennifer, for strewing such
irresistible temptations in our way!
The collection, in aid of the Crisis at Christmas charity, raised a remarkable
£222.40.
Goodbye to an old friend…..
The start of the new year will bring the loss of the copper beech tree
at the west end of Beckford church as sadly it has outgrown its
position and is threatening nearby structures (and has already
caused the collapse of the adjacent boundary wall). Its huge canopy
is pressing against the church itself and five main power cables pass
through it, dangerously contorted by the proximity of vast branches.
Whilst beautiful when in full leaf, like many an aged frame its imperfections are
revealed by its current state of undress: it was badly pollarded many years ago.
Work is scheduled for 14th and 15th January and during that time people using the
busy footpath through the churchyard will be diverted around the eastern end of the
church. Scaffolding will be put in place to protect the important Grade II listed chest
tomb and other ancient monuments beneath.
This is a sad step – not least for the considerable expenditure from church funds that
it will entail – but it is a very necessary one for which several authorities have been
consulted.
Beckford Open Village 2020
The first planning meeting for this event was held on 28th November (postponed from
14th due to the monsoon rains of that day) and attracted a large gathering of villagers
who were keen to ensure that we build on previous successes. It was gratifying to
receive so many offers of help and to witness the enthusiasm with which the prospect
is regarded.
Beckford Coffee Morning
The first Coffee Morning of 2020 will take place in the chancel of
Beckford Church on Friday 31st January from 10.30am to 12noon.
It will be good to get back into the routine of monthly coffee mornings
which, due to a wedding in October and then the Christmas/New
Year holidays, have been a little less frequent of late. But there will
be lots to talk about and news to exchange after a gap, so put the date in your diaries
and come along to catch up with friends from across the area.
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BECKFORD W.I. - December Report
Our President, Margaret Darby welcomed 25 members to the December
meeting in the Village Hall on Monday 9th December.
The Bookworms Book Club had met during November and discussed
the book “The Seven Sisters” by Lucinda Riley. It had been much
enjoyed and as there are 6 further books in the series, may well be the
start of a marathon reading session.
The Group Carol Service is to be held at the Methodist Church in
Tewkesbury on 21st December and four members of Beckford WI are
attending.
The members’ annual meal will take place in January at the Pheasant in Toddington.
Members were reminded that the annual subscriptions were due at the January meeting
so do come prepared! Then the birthday posies were distributed.
Once the business part of the meeting was over it was time for the party to commence.
The hall had been beautifully decorated with fairy lights and seasonal arrangements.
There was a cocktail bar and at the far end of the hall by the stage three tables had
been set up as a casino!
Members had brought along food to share and we were all given a drink and the chance
to fill our plates with the delicious fare. After we had eaten, the casino was declared
open and there were 4 handsome croupiers who showed us how
to play Blackjack, Roulette and Dice. We were given “gold” cups
containing 15 tokens and the chance to use them to get more
tokens or more often lose them as we played the games.
Everyone had dressed up for the occasion in their most glittering
gear and the atmosphere was very festive.
Sam Wing won the award for Miss Sparkle with her amazing
shimmering, silver dress and Anne Worrall won the prize for the
highest number of tokens left at the end of the evening. The rest of us were not so
successful!
Margaret thanked the sub-committee for their hard work in organising such an enjoyable
evening and everyone agreed that it had been a great success.
The next meeting is on Monday 13th January at 7.30pm in Beckford Village Hall when
we will be discussing the proposed Resolutions to be put forward at the NFWI AGM. We
will have a chance to socialise in a relaxed atmosphere after the Christmas season. All
are most welcome.
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
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Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd
The committee met on November 25th, and will next meet on
January 27th 2020, when the AGM will take place.
Refurbishment: work has been undertaken to remove the asbestos guttering and replace it with
new, together with one double fire exit door and the side door. The work will finish by
replacement of the fascia boards under the gutters with white to match the other side of the hall,
and of the single fire exit into the committee room. An application to the Parish Council has
resulted in the offer of a grant of £1 for every £2 paid by BCVH, thus substantially reducing the
net cost to BCVH of the refurbishment.
The next, expensive, step will be regarding insulation, replacing the ceiling and improving the
lighting. Various quotes have been obtained, and different views exist. It was agreed, after a
vote, that for insulation we should go for external, rather than internal, cladding, and that the
ceiling should be plastered rather than tiled. Watch this space!
Work continues on finding new uses for the premises of what we now refer to as 'The Old Social
Club'. We are pleased to be hosting the Kemerton Early Years Pre-school from April until the
end of July, as they need to move while Kemerton Village Hall is being refurbished. In
preparation for this and other developments we have set up a small sub-committee to ensure
that everything is in order in the OSC, including dealing with necessary repair work specified in
the OSC surveyor's report.
We expect some snooker players to be regularly using the facilities once
arrangements for heating have been sorted out.
Out on the fields we are looking forward shortly to hosting young
footballers from Ashton-under-Hill who will be renting a pitch for
the season and storing their gear in a lean-to behind the OSC.
Lucy Griffiths spoke to the committee outlining her scheme for
setting up a Community Interest Company and using it as the basis for various
activities, mainly involving the premises of the OSC. She will shortly be putting forward a
business plan covering her expected activities over the next year or two.
Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd

Quiz Night, in aid of Beckford Village Hall
Friday 7th February at 7:30pm (doors open 7:00pm)
 £9 per person,
 Tables/teams of 6, if you don’t have a full team we will make up
teams on the night
 Hot food will be served and there will be a bar.
Book your places with either Anne or Paul Worrall Tel: 01386 881508
or prworrall@yahoo.co.uk
Limited tables so book in early please
Beckford Playing Field Needs You!!
One of the more exclusive clubs in the village is seeking new members.
We need drivers for the playing field mowing rota.
If you can spare a few hours each month to mow the playing field then
please apply to join the mowing rota. If you enjoy tinkering with old
tractors and mowers even better as they both need a little love
and attention during the season.
Please contact: Paul Worrall at prworrall@yahoo.co.uk or on 01386 881 508
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CATCH PROJECTS - Newsletter, December 2019
CATCH is the charity in Mzamomhle, South Africa, supported
by the parish for over 10 years.
Dear Margie and Friends,
This year has gone past so quickly! As it comes to an end, I would like to express our great
gratitude to all our friends. The Trust has supported, even rescued, CATCH over many
years. It is an amazing story! Looking around our property I can see many developments
which have happened because of the support of Margie, her friends – our friends. This
letter is a brief update of some news from 2019.
Partnerships
During 2019 CATCH enjoyed a close partnership with CMR the statutory NGO who took up
office on our site. This greatly improved effectiveness and efficiency for both organizations.
It was a great disappointment when this vital partner withdrew their services from
Mzamomhle due to financial constraints. For 9 weeks the community lacked statutory social
services and the CATCH team worked overtime to fill the gap. I am now happy to report
that our partner, CMR, is back in their old office on the CATCH property and working with
us again. CATCH has enjoyed healthy partnerships with other community stakeholders
which includes all NGOs, the Clinic, schools and the police. I would like to commend the
local government Ward Councilor Mr Boy-Boy Kalani for his outstanding support to the
CATCH team. The Councilor reports regularly on the status of housing development and
other issues pertinent to community development. He also helps us with challenges which
individual residents face. All community stakeholders met quarterly this year in the Social
Providers’ Forum. The Forum met at CATCH with the aim of integrating services and
meeting specific challenges.
Survivor Empowerment
The CATCH team is approached almost daily by the local police to help with cases of
children who have been abandoned or sexually molested. The reader will remember that
CATCH provided a Victim Empowerment Program from 2014 to 2017 which was funded by
the government. Due to the extremely late arrival of funds from the government, CATCH
had to retrench its social workers and close down the program. CATCH made efforts to
bring other NGOs into the community to do this specialized work but to no avail. CATCH
therefore continued to have a critical relationship with the police and assisted with women
and children who have been abused. Sadly, there has been no improvement in the number
of child rapes in the community. The local police report that crime escalated in Mzamomhle
to an alarming high in 2019. Abuse of women and children feature prominently in these
statistics.
The Foster Home
Ekhaya Lihle continued to be the home for 8 girls ages 9 to 19. Foster mother, Pumla,
displayed huge energy and devotion for the children in her care. A third girl has succeeded
in gaining entrance into the good Gonubie High School over the road from CATCH.
Children need ability and a good past record in order to succeed in gaining entry and Mama
Pumla has been instrumental in winning these victories. “Ekhaya Lihle” means “Beautiful
Home”. It was built on our property 12 years ago with a large amount of financial support
from Margie and the Trust.
New Support Groups
With the successful outcome of our application to Pepfar (which falls under the State
Department in the USA), CATCH has been able to start 3 new support groups to help
families with health and life style challenges. These are an HIV and AIDS Support Group, a
Support Group for Survivors of Gender Based Violence and a Support Group for people
struggling with substance addictions. The groups were well supported and met weekly at
CATCH.
The second part of this Newsletter will be in the February edition of the magazine.
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News from Ashton under Hill
December has been a busy month in the Church calendar, but enjoyable as usual, as we
observe local Ashton traditions as well as hosting the Christmas services.
Firstly thanks must go to all those who have helped in decorating the church, serving
refreshments, stewarding the services and generally providing a welcome to visitors. All
these are very important in keeping our church open and supported.
Our Advent season at St Barbara’s begins with the Christingle. We welcome
children and families to the service during which they make their own
Christingle oranges. The sweets seem to disappear quite fast afterwards!
There is a magic moment when we light the candles and sing ‘Away in a
Manger’ by candlelight. The collections this year are going to the Children’s
Society and we were pleased to remember that David Lewis was a keen
supporter of this charity.
At Christingle we bring out the Posada. This is a crib scene of
knitted figures which is hosted by several families in the
village with young children. Each one receives it for a night
and then it comes back into church on Christmas Eve.
‘Posada’ means ‘place’ or ‘place to stay’ which reminds us of
the holy family travelling to Bethlehem.
A carol service for the Evesham Vale WIs was held at St Barbara’s on the
14th December and blended traditional carols and readings with more light hearted
poems and readings. Mulled wine and mince pies were served afterwards – another
Ashton tradition.
Bredon Hill Academy continues to hold its end of term carol service in St Barbara’s –
quite a feat of organisation for three successive sessions - and we are always pleased to
welcome them. Pupils played modern and traditional pieces on a variety of instruments
and sang heartily.
The weather was terrible and there had been a lot of sickness before the
Celebration of Christmas but it was very well attended as usual and had
a lovely atmosphere as people chatted over the mulled wine and mince
pies afterwards. Ashton First school pupils take part and this year their
Christmas songs and hand bell carols were a delightful feature. The
Nativity story and carols form the centre of the service. Chris Simpson
read for us a serious and thoughtful essay on the experience of a refugee discovering an
English Christmas for the first time. A lighter note to finish on was a presentation of the
‘Shepherds’ Story’ dramatised by Malcolm Nelson, with audience participating as sheep,
which they did enthusiastically. The special Christmas choir had been practising hard,
with Gill and Alastair managing to find a new selection of songs for us each year. Thanks
go to Holly for leading with the solo in Once in Royal David’s City and to Harry and
Laurence for taking part in the drama.
The Christmas communion services will be held on December 22nd and Christmas Day.
Finally, many thanks to all who supported the Christmas Fair on 23rd November which
raised just under £1,000. It had the usual good pre-Christmas atmosphere and plenty of
stalls and raffles added to the fun. The profit was shared between St Richard’s Hospice
and St Barbara’s Church. In addition we sold over £140 worth of Christmas cards and the
Hospice will also have benefited from the extra books and quality goods we gave them.
The first service of 2020 will be on 5th January. It will be a Village
Worship with Epiphany carols.

Happy New Year
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - December Report
There was no formal meeting in December but once again we held our pre-Christmas
meal at the Childswickham Inn by popular request. Everyone dressed up in sparkly
clothes and the special Christmas raffle was held, so it was a really festive occasion.
Henrietta gave the vote of thanks to the staff who had served us very efficiently – the
Christmas menu was very good! She also thanked the committee for their hard work
over the year.
The season continued with the WI carol service which Ashton hosted this year for the
Vale group of ten WIs. This is shared between the group at a different church each
time. The church had been decorated with greenery and the Christmas tree and the
candles lit. We were delighted to have a good number of visitors and forty-five people
came. There was a mix of traditional carols and bible readings and less formal items.
Marjy Facer read The Carol Singers from “The Wind in the Willows”, Carla Auger from
Evesham Vale WI read the John Betjeman poem “Christmas 1954” and Judith Hunter
“The Sheepdog” by U.A.Fanthorp. Afterwards we served refreshments with mince pies
– the mulled wine proved very popular, thanks to Jen Creese’s recipe.
We have supported other events in the community. For the Family Day at Worcester
Warriors, where the Worcester Federation sponsored two members of the women’s
rugby team, we baked cakes and biscuits for the WI effort.
There was a most interesting visit at the end of November
to the re-cycling plant Envirosort near Norton. An
excellent introductory talk explained how the door to door
rubbish collection in the green wheelie bins is handled.
We were able to go and look down from the viewing
platform at the end of the talk, and by then we knew what
we were looking at. The collection
gets sorted by hand to pick out
unsuitable or nasty items – an 8ft python sounded the worst
ever! On the conveyor belts automation takes over. The glass
bottles drop through holes, flat paper and cardboard carries on
whilst the cans are attracted by magnets or blown off into bins.
A number of plastic containers can be recycled, but a lot of
packaging can’t, such as cling film or foil packets. The motto to
take away was ‘reduce, re-use, recycle.’ The black bin collection currently goes to be
incinerated at Hartlebury and produces a certain amount of usable methane gas,
meaning that the landfill site is less used. Worcestershire, more specifically Wychavon,
seems to be quite successful in its programme of re-cycling, but the real problem lies
with the demands of the packaging industry. We all went home determined to do better
and be more scrupulous with our used items!
The next meeting is on Tuesday 7th January when Viv
Ebbage will speak about her ‘Experiences on the Costa
Concordia’. Visitors are welcome to hear Viv’ s moving
talk which is in the Village Hall at 7:30pm
Judith Hunter
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News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries

We wish all our readers a Very Happy New Year
Services for January
January 5th: 9:00am,Teddington - Holy Communion with Allison
January 19th: 10:30am, Alstone - Holy Communion with Archdeacon Robert
January 26th: 10:30am, Ashton - United Holy Communion with Rick
REMINDERS
The subscription for the 2020 church magazines (still only £5) is now due. Our
magazine really is great value for money and we particularly thank the editor, Chris
Godfrey, Laurence Alexander who prints them, and all those who make each edition
possible.
Also please continue to save your used stamps for the excellent work of the Mercy
Ships charity. There is a box provided for them in each church.

St Nicholas Church, Teddington Walls Update.
Some (many) months ago, I mentioned that two/three sections
of our perimeter walls were in dire need of reconstruction. We
approached several people and eventually chose Nathan
Evans after a viewing of work he was undertaking at
Westmancote (become a churchwarden and travel the World
they said). So, if you wondered what that ‘chip, chip, chipping’
noise was, it was Nathan chipping little bits off of big bits to
rebuild our walls.
At the time of writing this, I would estimate that we are just over halfway through.
Therefore, by the time you read this (tempting fate) all the wall work will have been
completed and we can then worry about some other aspect of the fabric of our church.
A longer and equally riveting article on this topic will follow in a month or two…….with
before and after photos!
Kieran
Teddington & Alstone Quiz Night
On 30th November the Village Hall was once again full with wonderfully generous
people. Everyone battled hard and for the first time in the 16 years we have been
running this event, there was a tie! After a hard fought double tie-breaker question we
had a winning team.
This year we raised £476.50 for charity. We have sent
this to "Cheltenham Open Door", a small local charity
which provide support to vulnerable, disadvantaged and
lonely people. The charity offers a variety of services in
a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Please do Google
them to read about the work the volunteers are
doing at: cheltenhamopendoor.org.uk
Thank you once again to everyone who came along and supported our event and for
your generosity and good wishes.
Anne & Phil Clark
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Tim Curr 1946-2019
Members of the local community will have been saddened to
have learned of the passing of Tim in October. He enjoyed living
in Teddington, having moved there with Loretta from his family
home in Woodmancote in 1985.
Tim was my best friend and we shared a friendship which lasted over 60 years. Why
did it last so long? On a simple level we shared so many interests from our earliest
days when together we stayed after school at the film and camera club (Tim then
spent his career in photography). At first we walked or cycled everywhere then after I
had passed my driving test we could travel further afield. We walked along canals, we
travelled on trains, especially on heritage lines, we visited historic sites and enjoyed
many meals together with our wives. We were never short of conversation about our
children, then grandchildren, about our garden and even, occasionally, politics and
religion, but we never fell out.
Tim was a true and loyal friend and a good companion. We enjoyed each outing and
then always looked forward to the next. We had already planned to visit the local
steam railway in the week he passed away. I try not to think of what we could still have
done. To all who knew Tim, there is now a hole in our lives. Our thoughts continue to
be with Loretta and her family at their sad loss.
David Aldred

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB
There will be no meeting of the 50+ Club during January.
The next meeting is planned for Friday 21st February.

We look forward to seeing you at our
2020 B I N G O FUN N I G H T!
TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE VILLAGE HALL
Saturday 1st February - 7:30 pm start
Tickets £6.00 (Includes 6 Bingo Game Cards)
(Additional cards may be purchased on the night,
bring your own drinks & nibbles)
Call Brian Foreman for tickets on 01242 620898 or
email brianforeman@btinternet.com
(Tickets are already being reserved in advance of publication so please
let Brian know asap if you would like to join us)
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NEWS FROM OVERBURY
As always, December at St Faith’s has been full of activity!
The wonderfully successful Bulb Sale on Saturday 7th (see below for more details)
was swiftly followed by Overbury First School carol service and nativity and the
Grasshoppers nativity.
Both events were sell-outs and everybody involved should feel very proud of all those
who performed so well.
Friday 13th may be unlucky for some but for those able to attend the
outstanding concert by Excelses Voces and their two extraordinarily
talented cello and keyboard players that evening it was anything
but. The church, beautifully lit by candles enhanced by some that
were deep red, welcomed some 70 people who sat spellbound by
nearly two hours of glorious music which flowed seamlessly from
piece to piece. This was the third time the ensemble have performed
at Overbury and the blend of medieval and contemporary music,
including some lovely arrangements of traditional and much loved
carols, really lends itself to a church performance. I am sure everybody went home
feeling much restored after the frenzied activity of Christmas preparations.
Our own carol service took place on Sunday 15th and was very well
attended, though there were disappointingly few children. This meant that
Max, almost the sole representative, hardly had time to sit down between
putting figures in the crib and lighting the Christmas tree! A number of
people stayed on afterwards for sausage rolls, mince pies and a hot
drink.
On Christmas Day we are looking forward to a Family Communion led by Allison
Davies.
And then, before we know what is happening, it will be 2020 and the start of our
ambitious programme to rewire the church and upgrade the lighting. Work will start
on Monday 6th January and, because there will be no heating and only
temporary lighting in the church, it has been decided to hold our 10:30 Holy
Communion Services on Sunday 12th January and 9th February in Overbury
Village Hall as well as the Service of the Word at 10:30am on 2nd February.
Please see page 3 for more details of the mid week Communion service held in
Overbury.

Christmas Bulb Sale - Saturday 7th December
The sale of bulbs and gifts held in December raised an
amazing £1,900. The money will be used by the Friends of
St Faiths to help with important projects such as roof repairs and
updating the lighting. Our thanks go to all the people who prepared
the bulbs, who helped on the day and those very many of you who
supported the event.
Bridget Worley (Secretary to the Friends)
Please email me if you would like to know more about the Friends:
worleybats321@gmail.com
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ST FAITH’S CHURCH, OVERBURY 200 CLUB
RESULTS OF THE CHRISTMAS DRAW OF 7th DECEMBER 2019
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize
4th Prize
5th Prize
6th Prize
7th Prize
8th Prize
9th Prize

Amount
£ 205.00
£ 123.00
£ 82.00
£ 61.50
£ 41.00
£ 41.00
£ 20.50
£ 20.50
£ 20.50

No
48
149
93
172
97
127
121
54
15

Name
Michela Barilani
Nicola Southby (Hector)
Richard Bennett
Elsie Flippence
Nicola Southby
Martyn Bishop
Ros Long
James Hallett
Tony Amphlett

Congratulations to all our winners. Thank you all for your continued support and a very
happy 2020 to you all.
If you would like to purchase a lucky number for our two draws during 2020 please
contact either:
Pat Chambers
22 Hanford Drive
Eckington
Pershore, Worcs
WR10 3AL
01386 750358.

Michael Randles.
2 Church Row
Overbury
Tewkesbury, Glos
GL20 7NY
01386 724564

or

Overbury and Conderton Parish Council
The next meeting of the Parish Council has been arranged for Monday 6th January
2020 in Overbury Village Hall at 7.00 pm, and all members of the Parish are
welcome to attend. The agenda and associated information will be displayed on the
Parish Council notice boards and website (via www.overbury.org) prior to the
meeting. Please contact Ros Long, Parish Clerk, on 01386 725111, or by e-mail
ros@overburyenterprises.co.uk, by Monday 30th December if there are any matters
that you would like to be included on the agenda.
Ros Long – Parish Clerk

DATE FOR THE DIARY!
OVERBURY STREET MARKET will take place this year on
SATURDAY 11th JULY 2020 – Save the Date!

Page 15

ADVERTISEMENTS: The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

Rachael Harding Interiors

Wonderful fabric selection, beautiful
handmade curtains, great service
I offer a professional, friendly design service, creating
curtains and roman blinds to furnish your home. I
have a great selection of fabric designs, styles and
budgets to choose from.
Please contact me if you also need help selecting
curtain poles, tracks, roller blinds or shutters. In addition,
I advise about wallpapers, paint, sofas & armchairs,
bespoke headboards, rugs and carpets.
‘I just love the new curtains, they make such a big
difference to the feel of our house and makes it
feel so much more homely.’ Mrs A, Cheltenham.

07810 512825
rachael@rachaelharding.co.uk
www.rachaelharding.co.uk
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Monarch Builders Ltd
Quality through Design
You dream it, we build it, you live it



We are dedicated to provide our customers with a
high range of building services from
Extensions, Landscaping and exterior building works
Modernization of kitchens, bathrooms and interiors
All works tailored to your needs
21 years of personal experience in the building industry
in Gloucestershire & Worcestershire and
75% of works carried out through recommendation
Teddington: 01242620331 / 07899902855
Email: monarchbuildersltd@yahoo.com
Website on its way: www.monarchbuildersltd.co.uk

P&H Services Ltd

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul.phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane, Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

Tel: 01386 881550
Mobile: 07967 383639

TONY

01386 854797
07752 613814
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The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.
DCJ BUILDING SERVICES
DORIAN C J WHITEHEAD
City and Guilds and
CITB Qualified

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

ASHLEIGH HOUSE
ELMLEY ROAD
ASHTON UNDER HILL
WR11 7SW

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK REPLACEMENT
SPECIALISTS

ALL ASPECTS OF WORK
UNDERTAKEN

Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk
HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Tel: 07828 464 935 or 01386 882150
Email: dozwhitehead@yahoo.co.uk

HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes
Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas
Telephone

01684 773834

Mobile

07909 948284

Bredon Hill
Grounds Maintenance
All aspects of garden and grounds
care undertaken, large or small.
Experienced, qualified,
insured & reliable.
Dave Hunting

07733 328631

Graham Keeling

01386 882962
RAILS END NURSERY
Back Lane, Ashton under Hill
01386 881884
07970718890
railsendnursery@gmail.com

Bedding and basket plants

Planters and baskets filled
We stock an ever expanding range of
roses and perennials, as well as
seasonal bedding.
Looking for something in particular?
Get in touch.

OPEN: Easter to the end of October
10am-5pm TUESDAY - SUNDAY
During the winter open by appointment only

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.
JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.
JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill
07531 781842
gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET
MULBERRY COTTAGE, BECKFORD,
TEWKESBURY GL20 7AF
Sleeps 2, 1 double bedroom with en-suite.
Weekly or short breaks. Also available for
longer winter let from November-March
DINGLE COTTAGE, LOWER SOLVA
HAVERFORDWEST, PEMBS. SA62 6UY
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms, one double, one twin
both with en-suite. Weekly or short breaks
Further details can be found on the website:

www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk
or by contacting the owner on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

Kaz & Annie’s,
Ceramics and
More...
* Pottery Painting
* Decopatch * Parties
* Take Home Kits
* Adult only evenings
* Group Bookings
* Gift Vouchers
All ages welcome, pop
in or reserve a table to
paint and relax.
18 Vine Mews,Vine St.
Evesham, WR11 4RE
Tel: 01386 304878
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Jamie Worley’s
Tech Support
Problems with technology?
Let me help you solve
them.
I offer a friendly and
efficient service for your:
Computer, Laptop, iPad,
Mobile phone, TV, printer
etc.
No job too small!
Tuition also available.
Call: 078852 38811/
01386 882084
jamworley@gmail.com

The Old Post House & Barn
Elmley Rd, Ashton under Hill, WR11 7SW
(nearly opposite The Star)

Beautiful barn conversion available for
holiday lets. Sleeps four in ‘upside down’
accommodation; lovely spacious living area
in the eaves; Flat screen TV, DVD player &
free wifi; woodburner; Short breaks too.

01386 882466 or 07976 906653
www.the-old-post-house.co.uk

Beauty by Lindsey

Holloway Farm House
Bed & Breakfast
Ashton-under-Hill,
Evesham, Worcs. WR11 7SN

Tel: 01386 881910
Email: mikesangerdavies@btconnect.com
www.hollowayfarmhouse.co.uk

Sedgeberrow
07801 629756
www.beautybylindsey.co.uk
♦Blemish reduction inc: red vein, milia,
keratosis, cherry spots
♦Skin Tag removal
♦Waxing - including Brazilian & Hollywood
♦Manicures
♦Pedicures
♦Facials - including Caci nonsurgical &
hydra facial
♦Electrolysis
♦Tinting
♦Massage
Over 15 years professional experience

THE COFFEE SHOP

@ Beckford Silk
Danni and Heather welcome you.
Open Monday to
Saturday
9.00am – 4.00pm
Ashton Road, Beckford,
Gloucestershire, GL20 7AU
Tel: (01386) 881507 / (07568) 170794
danni@the-coffee-shop.net

raspberryhen.co.uk

High quality handmade bespoke curtains,
blinds, lampshades & cushions.
Locally based near Teddington.
Sample books available.
Call for free no obligation home visit.

07811 045055 / 01242 620346
rachael@raspberryhen.co.uk
Discount available on first purchase of curtains,
please quote PM2019 subject to T and Cs.
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SPACE & TIME THERAPIES

Craniosacral Therapy

Therapeutic Massage
Zero Balancing
Kristy A. Teele, MTI, ZBUK, B.Sc

This subtle and powerful whole-body treatment can
help a wide range of problems including sciatica,
back and neck problems, joint problems, headaches,
migraines, emotional issues, stress and anxiety. It
facilitates deep release in restricted connective
tissue and nurtures the central nervous system
providing deep relaxation.

www.spaceandtimetherapies.com
on Facebook @ Space&Time
Tel: 07758 105578 / 01684 594033

Therapeutic Massage: Works with the muscular
system to address physical issues and ailments, to
alleviate stress or simply for relaxation.
Zero Balancing: Works with the skeletal system to
release held tension, promote alignment, create
spaciousness in the body and restore the system to a
restful state.

Crystal Singing Bowl Sound Healing also available.

To book or enquire contact
Helen Beale 01386 725059 / 07811820717
helenbsl@btinternet.com
helenbealecraniosacral.com

Feel free to ring with any questions or book at
session at the Devereux Centre in Tewkesbury

Regain Your Natural Poise

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE
can help with:

@ Ashton-under-Hill Cricket
Pavilion & Playing Fields &
Dumbleton Village Hall

School Holiday Clubs
After School Childcare
Private Tutoring

• stress
• poor posture; back, neck

and joint pain

• improved performance in

sport, music and other
activities
• general health and well-being

www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808

Philippa Rands MSTAT

01386 881633

COUNSELLING
Sometimes in life we need help working through
tough times. I work with individuals, couples and
young people to help you understand the issues
holding you back from enjoying your life to the full.
Please call me for a free phone
consultation: 07908106709

Jane Ashton
MA Psychology MA Counselling MBA
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy
Email: ashton.counseling@gmail.com

www.thecotswoldprivateclinic.co.uk
Email: cotswoldprivateclinic@gmail.com
Tel: 07961 64 62 62
At The Cotswold Private Clinic, we strive for
comprehensive excellence in everything we
do. We offer a wide range of treatments for:
♦ Hernias
♦ Gallstones
♦ Hiatus hernias
♦ Gastro-oesophageal reflux disease
♦ Upper GI endoscopy

HOME CARE
Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.
If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly team
whether full or part time please give us a call
on 01386 764830 to find out more.

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes S Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.
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Thinking Holidays?
Let CARRICK take care
of it…..

Ford Fuels / G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

Carrick Travel is your local Independent
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us make
you a coffee and have a chat about your
future holiday plans.
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham
office have a huge range of exciting
holidays on offer to suit all budgets and
tastes.
So if your next adventure is a seaside
family holiday, a round the world trip or a city
break then Carrick Travel is the perfect
destination.
Why not pop in or contact us now.

CARRICK TRAVEL
57-59 Port Street,
Evesham, WR11 3LH
Tel: 01386 41474
Email: evesham@carricktravel.com
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE’S FINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Turnout Wash from £8
Turnout Wash &
Reproof from £14

Dog Bedding & Coats
Dog Coat Wash £5
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof £6

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 773353 or 0776 6141994

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com
PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
 Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
 Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

M ALCOLM J P RESLAND
F UNERAL D IRECTORS
1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
An Independent Family Business
Serving the community since 1960
Owned and run by Richard & Paula Hill
(Local people helping local people)
Fairfield House, Defford Rd
Pershore WR10 1HZ.
01386 552141
www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre-Payment Plans Available

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 773353

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - DECEMBER 2019
Revd Allison Davies
01386 750203
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

Associate Priest
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury
Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford

Revd Rick Tett
01386 751152
captrickt@hotmail.co.uk

Curate of Eckington & Defford cum Besford (Working across the Bredon Hill
Group)

Treasurer

Mike Sanger-Davies

Parish Enquiries

Parish Secretary: Lynne Wilkinson
parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
Tues 9 - 12, Bredon Parish Office
01684 772398
Thurs 9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall
01386 881349

01386 881910

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386 882002
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386 882200
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386 882514
Organist
Mike Sanger Davies 01386 881910
Flowers
Doreen Byrd
01386 881360
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386 710136

Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Faith Hallett
01386 725206
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386 725405
Treasurer
Joss Muirie
07736 957310
Organist
Anne Brown
01684 292231
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal 01386 725325
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386 725111

Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358

Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Contacts for
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
St Barbara’s
David Hunter
01386 882087
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood 01386 881278
anthony.greenwood@hotmail.com
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving Alastair Humphrey
01386 881479
Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Anne Kyle,
01242 620351
Kieran Whelan
01242 620763
Secretary
Nicholas Bentley 01242 620292
Treasurer
Mike Wignall
01242 620031
Flowers:
Teddington
Caroline Marsh
01242 621139
Alstone
Jane Rogers
01242 620592

Transport Co-ordinators
Faith Hallett
Kieran Whelan
Anne Kyle
vacant
vacant
Minibus

01386 725206
01242 620763
01242 620351

Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Lynne Wilkinson - see Parish Secretary above for
contact details
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising
Jean Croft
Email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

01386 881230

Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

881814
620351
725111
881479

There will be no Simply Soup or 50+ Club during January
See page 5 for details of Open Conversations meetings
2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th
Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall
6:00pm
3rd
Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall
12:30pm
6th
Overbury & Conderton Parish Council, Overbury V.H.
7:00pm
7th
Ashton W.I. ‘ Experiences on the Costa Concordia‘, Ashton Village Hall
7:30pm
13th Beckford W.I. ’Resolutions for the NFWI AGM’, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
16th Deadline for magazine entries for February
22nd Beckford Gardening Club ‘What’s in Store, Jim Teague, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
24th Minibus shopping trip to 'The Valley' at Evesham Country Park
26th United Worship at Ashton
10:30am
31st Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel
10:30am - 12noon

Parish Minibus Friday Shopping Trips in January
3rd and 17th to Bishops Cleeve
10th to Worcester
24th to 'The Valley' at Evesham Country Park, Twyford Bank
Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145

