
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 

 

 

26th April 2020 – Third Sunday of Easter 
 

View Inside a Vicarage 
 
Hello and a warm welcome to another edition of the Bulletin!  
 
Writing this article is now becoming something of a regular weekly routine for me, as we continue through 
lockdown; As such, it gives me an opportunity to reflect on what is happening with the Corona virus 
situation both internationally and nationally, the impact it’s having on our society and how we are 
responding to it locally.  
 
This week, as so many of you will have seen, our media has been filled with the wonderful activities of 
Captain Tom Moore, who at the age of 99 has completed walking more than 100 laps of his garden, and 
has, as a result, raised at the time of writing this article, more than £27 million for the NHS. He has also 
recorded a song with Michael Ball and the virtual NHS choir, which is now No. 1 in the Pop Charts, and I 
have even seen a song based on David Bowies Space Oddity “Ground Control to Major Tom” replaced with 
words acknowledging Captain Tom! This is a remarkable achievement by any standards, and he has 
become something of a beacon of hope and inspiration to many through what can be achieved by personal 
endeavour, in the most difficult of circumstances. Not only this, his charming personality has won the 
hearts of many, and it is quite right that so many people are now calling for him to be knighted.  
 
However, there are thousands, if not millions, of acts of human kindness and compassion taking place 
across our land, and this time of lockdown gives us the time and opportunity to think about those things 
which are really important to us. For, in spite of the fact that currently we cannot go out for a meal or 
coffee with friends or go shopping for clothes, these are not really the things which are now occupying our 

 



thoughts, attention and time. Instead, we are thinking about appreciating what is really important in our 
lives, and, how we can express that humanity to others; That of having connection with family and friends 
to know they are safe and well, looking at the beauty of creation as we take our daily walks and exercise, 
gaining or re-learning skills and hobbies which maybe we haven’t had time for before the lockdown, and 
looking for ways to support those working in the NHS or other keyworkers. 
 
I particularly want to share the wonderful work that a volunteer group in the village of Defford and Besford 
have accomplished; For what started out as a village group of volunteers to help collect shopping for those 
isolating, and making sure people were ok, this group then started to produce hundreds of headbands to 
protect health workers at Worcester Royal Hospital. People of the village have been asked to clear out old 
airing cupboards and donate sheets, duvets, pillow cases and buttons to help make these pieces of head 
wear, which are so useful and necessary to those working in extremely difficult conditions. They have 
become the Defford cum Besford Village People, and they are a local group of people who should be 
acknowledged for the amazing work they are doing.  
 
I know this is just one example of many, and there are a lot of unsung heroes who are “doing their bit” 
within our local communities. These are the acts of human kindness which should be our hope and 
inspiration in these challenging times. As Christians they are the acts of love, which Jesus calls to show to 
our fellow brothers and sisters, and which we should seek to practice as the body of Christ, His Church.  
 
We can all help in our own way, and so this week, even if we are isolating, let’s pick up the phone and call 
someone we know who just might need to hear a friendly voice; send a letter to someone we haven’t seen 
or spoken to for some time, or, if we can, give as generously as possible, to one of the numerous charities, 
both locally, nationally or internationally, who are now so desperately looking for funds because of the 
financial difficulties which this time is having on them, including our own local churches. 
  
In this way, and as we journey through this Easter season, we can all be the hands and feet of the living 
Christ; So, “Go Captain Tom!” and the “Defford cum Besford Village People” and may God bless you all this 
week, and those whom you love and care for.  
 

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the Bredon Hill Group 

 

 
 
PS I have set up a weekly recorded service of Morning Prayer on You Tube which can be accessed through 
Facebook or a link which can be sent to you through email. This will be available from Saturday evening in 
readiness for you to be able to say Morning Prayer the next day. If you are not on Facebook but would like 
to receive the link through an email, then please contact Alison Khan, the Administrative Coordinator for 
the Bredon Hill Group ( acbhteam@gmail.com ) and she will email it to you each Saturday.  
 
Also, if you are aware that there is anyone who does not currently receive the Bulletin but who would like 
it to be sent to them through an email, then please contact Rachel Tebbatt at the following address: 
the.tebbatts@btinternet.com 

mailto:acbhteam@gmail.com
mailto:the.tebbatts@btinternet.com


Morning Prayer  
Easter Season  
Sunday, 26 April 2020 
The Third Sunday of Easter  

Preparation 

O Lord, open our lips 

All and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

In your resurrection, O Christ, 

All let heaven and earth rejoice.  

Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As once you ransomed your people from Egypt 

and led them to freedom in the promised land, 

so now you have delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son. 

May we, the first fruits of your new creation, 

rejoice in this new day you have made, 

and praise you for your mighty acts. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

The Easter Anthem 

1 Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: ♦ 

so let us celebrate the feast, 

2 not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: ♦ 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.   1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8 

3 Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: ♦ 

death has no more dominion over him. 

4 In dying he died to sin once for all: ♦ 

in living he lives to God. 

5 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: ♦ 

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Romans 6.9-11 

6 Christ has been raised from the dead: ♦ 

the first fruits of those who sleep. 

7 For as by man came death: ♦ 

by man has come also the resurrection of the dead; 

8 for as in Adam all die: ♦ 

even so in Christ shall all be made alive.   Corinthians 15.20-22 



All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 

let us pray with one heart and mind. 

Silence is kept. 

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 

so may the light of your presence, O God, 

set our hearts on fire with love for you; 

now and for ever. 

All Amen. 

The Word of God 

Psalmody 

Psalm 23 

Refrain: I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; ♦ 

therefore can I lack nothing. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures ♦ 

and leads me beside still waters. R 

3 He shall refresh my soul ♦ 

and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; ♦ 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  R 

5 You spread a table before me 

in the presence of those who trouble me; ♦ 

you have anointed my head with oil 

and my cup shall be full. 

6 Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, ♦ 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

Refrain: I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

O God, our sovereign and shepherd, 

who brought again your Son Jesus Christ 

from the valley of death, 

comfort us with your protecting presence 

and your angels of goodness and love, 



that we also may come home 

and dwell with him in your house for ever. 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen.  

If there are two Scripture readings, the first may be read here, or both may be read after the canticle. 

Isaiah 40.1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

   says your God.  

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

   and cry to her 

that she has served her term, 

   that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the Lord’s hand 

   double for all her sins.  

A voice cries out: 

‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

   and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

   and the rough places a plain.  

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

   and all people shall see it together, 

   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  

 

A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 

   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 

All people are grass, 

   their constancy is like the flower of the field.  

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

   when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

   surely the people are grass.  

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

   but the word of our God will stand for ever.  

Get you up to a high mountain, 

   O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

   O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

   lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

   ‘Here is your God!’  

See, the Lord God comes with might, 

   and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 

   and his recompense before him.  



He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

   he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

   and gently lead the mother sheep.  

Canticle 

The Song of Moses and Miriam 

Refrain:  In your unfailing love, O Lord, 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 

1 I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously, ♦ 

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 

2 The Lord is my strength and my song ♦ 

and has become my salvation. 

3 This is my God whom I will praise, ♦ 

the God of my forebears whom I will exalt. 

4 The Lord is a warrior, ♦ 

the Lord is his name. 

5 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power: ♦ 

your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy. 

6 At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them; ♦ 

they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

7 In your unfailing love, O Lord, ♦ 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed. 

8 And by your invincible strength ♦ 

you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 

9 You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord, ♦ 

in the sanctuary which your hands have established.   Exodus 15.1b-3, 6, 10, 13, 17 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain:  In your unfailing love, O Lord, 

you lead the people whom you have redeemed.  

Scripture Reading 

1 Peter 5.1-11 

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory to 

be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the 

oversight, not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain but 



eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the flock. And when the chief 

shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades away. In the same way, you who are 

younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your 

dealings with one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.’  

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. Cast all 

your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 

adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for 

you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 

And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

Death is swallowed up in victory. 

All Where, O death, is your sting? 

Christ is risen from the dead, 

the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

All Death is swallowed up in victory. 

The trumpet will sound 

and the dead shall be raised. 

All Where, O death, is your sting? 

We shall not all sleep, 

but we shall be changed. 

All Death is swallowed up in victory. 

Where, O death, is your sting?   from 1 Corinthians 15 

The Benedictus (The Song of Zechariah)  

Refrain: The Lord is risen from the tomb 

who for our sakes hung upon the tree.  

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free. 

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David. 

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

4 To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

6 Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 



8 To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins. 

9 In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.   Luke 1.68-79 

All Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

Refrain: The Lord is risen from the tomb 

who for our sakes hung upon the tree.  

Prayers 
 
 

Risen Christ, we give thanks for the joy of your resurrection, and the hope that it brings us. For Easter has 
passed so quickly, and sometimes we forget the marvellous story and the breath-taking message that you 
are indeed risen and with us, our companion on all our journeys to Emmaus. We forget the new life 
available to us from that day on. Help remind us therefore, that we are an Easter people, living in the light 
of the resurrection, enlivened by joy and empowered by love.  
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Risen Christ, help us in these days when our world suffers sorrows and tears, with its wars, famines, 
injustices and oppression, not to turn away in despair, but instead turn towards you; For you O Christ are 
the first glimpse of a new world, where swords will be beaten into ploughshares and spears into pruning 
hooks. Give insight to our leaders and to all in positions of government and authority; Keep them hopeful 
and determined as they work for peace and plenty, often against the backdrop of huge uncertainty and 
challenge, and help plant Easter in their hearts. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Risen Christ, at the present time we know that there are so many people who are living through their own 
Good Friday’s, having to face great problems in the light of the Corona Virus affecting the world – people 
who are sick, people who have lost loved ones, people who are fearful and anxious, people who are alone, 
vulnerable or feeling trapped because of their inability to see family or friend and people who are facing 
insecurity or financial hardship because of the impact of so many businesses having to close. Through the 
darkness of their fears and suffering, send a shaft of Easter light to pierce their gloom and bring to them 
that illumination of comfort, peace and hope which you alone can bring.  We particularly pray for those we 
know personally who are troubled or in pain at this time, and ask that we might be at least in part, be 
someone who can help ease the load as they journey through their suffering.  
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
 
Risen Christ, we pray that our churches, although physically closed at the present time, may be an oasis of 
Easter in our communities through our own words and actions. We pray for the Diocese of Worcester, for 



Bishop John of Worcester and Bishop Martin of Dudley, for Archdeacons Robert and Nicki, for the churches 
of the Bredon Hill Group and for all those who seek to lead ministry in creative and different ways in these 
challenging times. Lord, as your Church, may we be a people who lend a shoulder to cry on, people who 
offer acts of help and support to those in need and isolation, a people who help others to feel gifted and 
valued and a people who do something beautiful for God each week. In this way may your Church be the 
Easter people who seek to serve the communities around them, living in the knowledge that you are 
indeed risen and alive. 
 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

The Collect of the day  

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples  with the sight of the risen Lord: 

give us such knowledge of his presence with us, 

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life 

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

The Conclusion 

May the risen Christ grant us the joys of eternal life. 

All Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  

All Thanks be to God.  

© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from 
Church House Publishing. The Bible readings (other than the psalms) are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
Implemented by Simon Kershaw at Crucix. 
Implementation copyright © Simon Kershaw, 2002-2019.  

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/join-us-in-daily-prayer/copyright.aspx
http://www.chpublishing.co.uk/
https://nrsvbibles.org/
http://www.crucix.com/


 
 
Principal service based on Holy Communion for Third Sunday of Easter, 26th April 2020 

 
Collect  
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us 

such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and 

serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Reading: Acts 2: 14a, 36-41  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Therefore let the entire house of Israel know 
with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  Now when 
they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what 
should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  For the promise is for you, 
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”  And he 
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.”  So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand 
persons were added.  
 

Reading: 1 Peter 1: 17-23  
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 
fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed 
at the end of the ages for your sake.  Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.  Now that you have purified your 
souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from 
the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of God. 
 

Reading: Luke 24: 13-35  
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles  from 
Jerusalem,  and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking 
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,  but their eyes were kept from recognizing 
him.  And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 



Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?”  He asked them, 
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people,  and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him.  But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.  Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning,  and when they did not find his body there, they 
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive.  Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
him.”  Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared!  Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 
into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 
he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 
and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he 
was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  That same hour they got up and 
returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.  They were 
saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”  
 

 
 

 

Reflection for Third Sunday of Easter 2020 
 
This week has seen the extension of the lockdown across the country, with the ongoing uncertainty of 
when the current situation is going to come to an end. This uncertainty, together with the challenges of 
being isolated, inevitably take their toll on our family lives, and it is in such situations that we get 
frustrated, and brood on the disappointments in our current lives. In many families hopes and expectations 
for important life events that were being planned have been turned upside down, as weddings are 
cancelled, important school and college examinations cannot take place, and holiday trips of a lifetime are 
now just a distant memory. We find time hangs heavily on our hands, even as we try and busy ourselves 
with other activities and exercise, and yet in spite of our best efforts, we still gradually fall into the habit of 
losing that sense of purpose and direction.  
 
Last Sunday was Low Sunday, and over the last few days I certainly have heard people reflect how much 
they themselves have felt low as the future remains unknown and unpredictable. It is not surprising 
therefore that we hear in the news and social media reports of rising levels of mental health and stress, as 
well as unprecedented reports of domestic abuse.  
 
The journey to Emmaus is a story where the two disciples on the road, are in a similar position of 
disappointment, frustration and lost hope. They are walking away from Jerusalem, and they are missing 



the significance of history’s greatest event, Christ’s Resurrection, because they are too involved in 
discussing their own problems and disappointments. They are missing the opportunity to be with other 
fellow believers, with whom they might have shared their confusion and concerns, and they have walked 
away from the support and strength that they would have found in others. It is no wonder with their 
closed minds and their attentions so focused on their own dashed hopes and problems, that they do not 
recognise Jesus as He journeys with them.  
 
For us it is currently not possible at the present time, to be with other Christians physically in our churches, 
and this is a certainty a cause of concern and sadness for many. Missing the physical presence of other 
people close to us, who would normally be present to share our problems is of course hard, and for those 
who have been most severely affected by the impact of the COVID19 virus, those who have lost loved ones 
because of it or indeed for any other reason, this lack of physical support is especially difficult to cope with. 
In these situations, it is no wonder that we are sometimes unable to see the presence of Christ around us.  
 
And yet He is there! Our Easter story tells us that Jesus has risen from the dead and is living; And just as he 
revealed Himself to those disciples he loved, and explained to them all that his death and resurrection 
means for humanity from that time onwards, Jesus continues to reveal Himself to us today. He is revealed 
through the actions of people, who may not be physically there supporting us, but through their prayers, 
their acts of kindness, their telephone calls and their friendship and love.   
 
For it is in the name of love, and for our sake, that Christ sacrificed Himself on the cross and rose from the 
dead; And it is with this same deep love for others, that we are called to look beyond our own situations, 
and look towards those who need our care and compassion. For when we do not dwell on our problems 
and frustration, but instead look for the living and breathing presence of Jesus in our midst, then we will 
find and experience all the power and help that He can bring.  
 
And just as Jesus had to explain His ministry to the disciples by detailing through Jewish history all that the 
scriptures had revealed about Him, so when we have doubts and frustrations, we should turn back to the 
Scriptures. For in them, we will find the assurance of the presence of God, which will help us get through 
these uncertain times; And when we see Christ revealed, then our hearts will burn with joy within us.  
 
When Christ became visible to the disciples, He shared supper with them, and they enjoyed fellowship 
together over a meal. We should therefore look forward to the time when we can all be together once 
again, joining in worship through the celebration of the Eucharist, the meal Christ asked us to share in His 
memory, a meal that speaks of His sacrifice and victorious defeat over all sins, sorrows and 
disappointments in life. What a joyous time that will be! 
 
Until then, and during this week, particularly at those times when the lockdown seems never ending and 
we miss the physical support of family and friends, let us remember the words of the Collect, where the 
disciples hearts were gladdened with the sight of the risen Lord, and then let us pray that our lives may be 
strengthened by the knowledge of His presence within us, such that our eyes focus beyond ourselves, to 
the needs of those around us, and we can with one united voice say, “It is true! The Lord has risen.” 
Alleluia!                                                                                   

  
Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on the frontline 
and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this time and for all who have 
been bereaved. 
 

Please pray in particular for: 
 

Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief 
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett 



WordQuiz I (answers at the end of the bulletin) 

1.   What is the last word in the Old Testament? 

2.   By which previous name was Paul of Tarsus known as? 

3.   Whose wife was turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back? 

4.   In the bible, who is said to have lived on a diet of locusts and wild honey? 

5.   How many years did Noah live for after the flood? 

6.   There are only three angels named in the bible, Michael and Lucifer are two, name the other? 

7.   The book of Esther is unique because it does not mention which word? 

8.   The Bible was written in three languages - Hebrew, Koine Greek and which other language? 

9.   Who made the first translation of the Bible into English in 1382? 

10. Name the longest book of the Bible with 150 chapters? 

11. In what city was Jesus born? 

12. Who took the place of Judas in the twelve disciples? 

13. Who was the older brother of Moses? 

14. What kind of wood was Noah's ark built from? 

15. Who, following Moses' death, became the leader of the children of Israel? 

  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Diary – April from the Diocese of Worcester 

Recent events have meant that many of our prayer diary entries are out of date. We will therefore be 
issuing monthly pdf updates.  Download the updated prayer diary for April 2020. 

Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and our social media streams.   

Digital Resources from the Diocese of Worcester 

What is currently available? 

There are a range of new and existing Christian resources available for people to engage with at this 
difficult and challenging time in the life of the nation and the world: 

 Weekly service broadcasts - these be made available each Sunday through the Church's Facebook 
page. 

 Time to Pray app - everything you need for Prayer During the Day, with variations according to the 
day of the week and the season of the Church’s year. Download for free. 

 Daytime prayer and Night prayer service audio - building on the existing daily prayer feed, this 
includes daytime prayer and night prayer for each day. It will be available as a downloadable app in 
the coming weeks. 

 Live streaming services from churches - AChurchNearYou.com now lists hundreds of churches 
offering livestreams of services from across the country. Churches need to add the 'Livestream' tag 
to their services and events that will be broadcast. Remember to add into the description how 
people can watch this. You add a link to the platform you're using to stream, such as your Facebook 
Page or YouTube Channel. Find out more about live streaming services and events. 

 Increasing the number of training webinars - to help churches stream sermons, events and make 
the most of digital platforms. Sign up for free. 

 The BBC's Daily Service and Sunday Worship. 
 Prayer for the day - each day the Church of England publishes audio and text of the Prayer for the 

Day. 
 Smart speakers – daily prayer audio content can be accessed via our smart speaker apps. 
 Mental health reflections – 13 daily reflections that seek to provide hope, reassurance and 

comfort. We have also published five tips to help tackle loneliness and isolation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://cofeworcester.contentfiles.net/media/assets/file/1527_CofE_Diary39-APRIL2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://soundcloud.com/user-600495787
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/digital-labs/labs-learning-blog/beginners-guide-going-live-your-service-or
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/church-resources/digital-labs/labs-learning-webinars
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer/todays-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/dealing-loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips


 
Pershore Foodbank 

 
Due to the coronavirus, our churches have had to suspend the collection of food 
items for the Foodbank. However, we would still encourage you to donate, by 
giving money in lieu of food gifts. Therefore, if you can help, please send directly 
to: 
  
 
Pershore Foodbank 
Sort code 20-98-61 
Account number 50714356 
 
Food collections are still being made at Asda and Co-op in Pershore 
 
Thank you 
 

Answers to the quiz 

1.   Curse 
2.   Saul 
3.   Lot's 
4.   John the Baptist 
5.   350 years 
6.   Gabriel 
7.   The word 'God' 
8.   Aramaic 
9.   John Wycliffe 
10. Psalms 
11. Bethlehem 
12. Matthias 
13. Aaron 
14. Gopher wood 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

  
Tel: 01386 750203 

Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 
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