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“It was one of those March days
when the sun shines hot and the
wind blows cold:
when it is summer in the light,
and winter in the shade.”

Charles Dickens, Great Expectations

Schedule of Services for The Parish of Overbury with
Teddington, Alstone and Little Washbourne, with
Beckford and Ashton under Hill.
MARCH
1st March
1st Sunday of Lent

Ashton
10:30am
Reflective
Service with
Readings &
Hymns for Lent
Church Team

8th March
2nd Sunday of
Lent

29th March
5th Sunday of Lent

Overbury

Alstone

9:00am
BCP HC
L Burn

10:30am
in the Village Hall
Service of the
Word
Lay Led

9:00am
CW HC
R Tett

Teddington

10:30am
United Parish CW HC in St Faith’s Church, Overbury
Catherine Lack
9:00am
CW HC
A Davies

15th March
3rd Sunday of Lent

22nd March
4th Sunday of Lent
Mothering Sunday

Beckford

10:30am
Mothering
Sunday Family
Service
Christopher Liley

4:30pm
in the Village Hall
Mothering Sunday
Family Service
followed by tea &
games

10:00am
Mothering Sunday
Family Service
Lay Led

10:30am
United Bredon Hill Group CW HC at Beckford
A Davies

APRIL
5th April
Palm Sunday

9:00am
United Parish CW HC at Teddington
L Burn

Holy Communion is now celebrated at 10.00am on the first Wednesday of the month in
St Faith’s Church, Overbury. However, the service on Wednesday 4th March will be held at
St John’s Church, Beckford for the final time before moving back to Overbury church. Morning
Prayer is usually said on the remaining Wednesdays in the month.
Morning Prayers will be said at 8.30am on Fridays at Ashton

Clergy:

Revd Allison Davies
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Minister’s Message
As I write this article, I can see through the window of my study our
front garden, into which my husband had duly, last Autumn, planted
a mass of bulbs. Some of these bulbs are now starting to flower, and
beautiful snowdrops are peeping through, interspersed with daffodils
and tulips. These flowers speak of the promise of Spring and warmer
weather, and the hope of new life and new beginnings.
Yet in the church’s calendar, we have just entered the season of Lent and the first
gospel reading we hear about is where Jesus is driven into the desert and tempted by
the devil. It happens just after Jesus has been baptised and is on something of a
spiritual high. However, this story starts a time of reflection which recognises that life is
not always one of sunshine, flowers, happiness and bliss, because temptation is real
and ever constant.
Temptation comes in so many forms in our lives today and is so much more than
having to resist that extra slice of cake or piece of chocolate. The temptations and
offers put before Jesus were to have everything life could give and to have it at once.
Does that not resonate with what we face within our society today? That need of
wanting more, and the promise of instant gratification.
Jesus could have taken the easy way out in accomplishing all He came to earth to do.
He could have chosen a route which would have meant He would not have had to
suffer an excruciating death on a cross and the suffering which came through being
rejected and hurt by the very people He had come to save. Instead he chose to follow
His Father’s will.
The essence of being tempted is therefore to neglect the will of God – not looking out
for our neighbours, not challenging the injustices within our world, not looking after our
wonderful and beautiful planet and everything in it and shutting God out of all aspects
of our lives.
That is why in our churches we use Lent to reflect on how we can put all that we are,
and all that we do, into the hands of a God who made us, loves us, and created
everything and saw that it was “Good”! That is why some people during Lent choose to
remember such things by giving up something they love as a way of demonstrating
resistance to temptation. Others, however, take up a challenge by doing something
which helps others in society.
Ultimately, however, Lent is a time of preparation for Easter - a time of remembering
God’s amazing love. A love which surpasses all understanding, and which is offered to
all, without asking for anything in return.
In church, on 1st March, we will be saying farewell to Rev Rick Tett and his wife Debs,
as they prepare to start a new ministry in Leicestershire. We thank Rick for his faithful
service and care to the people and churches around Bredon Hill over the last four
years, and we pray that God will bless them in all they do in the years ahead.
Therefore this Lent, as I watch the bulbs grow and flower into beautifully coloured
plants, I will be praying that everyone in the communities around Bredon Hill and
beyond, will know something of the love of the One who rejected taking the easy way
out of life, but instead turned their face towards a cross, knowing that following the
suffering there would come a joy beyond measure or imagination, a life spent eternally
with God in heaven.
So, however you journey through Lent this year, may it be a time of peace and
blessing.
Allison
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Service Schedule for March:

Below are the designated clergy-led Sunday services for each church around the
Bredon Hill Group during March. Services at churches in the Beckford Group are in
bold. A full list of services in the Beckford Group is on the inside cover.
MARCH
1st March
1st Sunday
of Lent
8th March
2nd Sunday
of Lent
15th March
3rd Sunday
of Lent
22nd March
4th Sunday
of Lent
Mothering
Sunday

9:00am

10:30am

4:00pm

Besford - A Davies

BricklehamptonA Davies

Farewell
Service for
Rick Tett at
Eckington

Alstone R Tett

Bredon - R Tett

Bredon’s Norton Catherine Lack

Eckington - S Dangerfield

Little Comberton A Davies/Bishop Martin

Beckford Group United Service
at Overbury Catherine Lack

Eckington - Bishop Michael

Bredon - A Davies

Beckford - A Davies

Great Comberton - R Spiller

Elmley Castle - A Davies

Defford - A Davies

Bredon’s Norton D Chaplin

Ashton - Family Service
Christopher Liley

29th March
5th Sunday
of Lent

Bredon Hill Group United
Service at Beckford A Davies

Rick Tett’s Licensing
It has been confirmed that Rick's Licensing in his new parish in
Leicestershire will take place on the 16th March at 7:30pm.
Although the location for the licensing has not been confirmed
yet it will be in one of his team of churches. it has been
suggested that it would be good to hire a bus to take people
who might be interested in attending to support him.
If you would like more information or want to add your name to the list, please
contact Alison Khan, the Bredon Hill Team Administrative Co-ordinator on
07984 748059 or e-mail acbhteam@gmail,com

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT
Friday 6th March at 2:00pm at Holy Trinity, Eckington
Rise, Take Your Mat and Walk
Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year's service and they encourage us all to
reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have plagued their country over many years.
They share the challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future.
They encourage us to 'Rise, take your mat and walk' with them as they continue their
often turbulent journey towards full reconciliation.
Women, men and children of all ages are called to 'Rise, take your mat and walk' to
join this day of prayer.
We look forward to seeing you there.
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2020 LENT COURSE

Reverend Allison Davies is proposing a five week course based on a
previous Your Series "The Psalms - Prayers for Today's Church" by
Rev Stephen Cottrell. It will run on a Wednesday evening at 7:00pm in
different church locations across the Bredon Hill Group and will
commence on 4th March. At the moment the locations are out for
consultation but the current proposed dates and church locations are:






4th March at Eckington
11th March, Elmley Castle: N.B. - this will be held in Little Comberton V.H.
18th March at Bredon
25th March at Overbury
1st April at Beckford
LENT LUNCHES

Everyone is welcome to the following Lent lunches held from 12 noon
to 2:00pm. There is a choice of soup and a roll with cheese.
Donations will go to charity.
Please Note: Lunches are held on different days of the week.
Friday 6th March:

Hill Lane, Kemerton hosted by Touschy Squires

Wednesday 11th March:

Vanilla House, Court Farm Lane, Beckford.
Hosted by Christine and Paul Jay.

Elmley Castle: Soup Saturday. Please check local notices or with Sally Dodswell for
details of this lunch at the end of March.
Thank you for your support.
Call Judith Hunter on 01386 882087 for more information.

“The Church’s Vision for Education”
Dr Margaret James, Diocesan Director of Education will be the guest speaker at a meeting of
Deanery Synod on Tuesday 10th March at 7.30pm at St. Andrew’s Church Centre, Pershore.
This is an open meeting intended for everyone who is interested in the partnership of Church
and schools.
Margaret plans to talk about the Church’s vision for education and how that shapes its work
with schools, specific to this Diocese. She will explain how the Church’s partnership with
schools differs from other partners in education and she will talk about the work of the
Diocesan Board of Education, the team alongside her, and the offers of training and support
available to schools.
Overbury First School, awarded Excellent in its latest Church School inspection, has received
support and guidance from the Worcester Diocese Board of Education.
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Beckford Group Parish
Annual Church Meetings and Elections - March 2020
The Annual Vestry Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting will take place
on Tuesday 31st March at 7:30pm in Overbury Village Hall.
The remaining local Annual Church Meetings to be held prior to this meeting will be on
the following dates:

Beckford:
Ashton:

Wednesday 11th March in St John the Baptist Church at 7:00pm
Thursday 12th March in St. Barbara’s Church (t.b.c.)
Refreshments at 7:00pm, meeting to start at 7:30pm
Chapelries: (Alstone and Teddington)
Wednesday 4th March in the Village Hall at 7:30pm
Everyone is most welcome to attend.
These meetings are open to everyone who lives in the Parish, or who is on the
Church Electoral Roll. Please come along to hear reports on the past year’s activities
and to have your say about the future.

TEWKESBURY FOODBANK NEWS
Tewkesbury Foodbank thanks us for our donations. Over Christmas they received
many cash gifts which are essential in running the premises (lighting etc) and to provide
vouchers for fresh foodstuffs which can be purchased in local independent shops. Many
of you were worried that the typical foodbank parcel was all tins - thankfully it can be
varied by the addition of some vouchers for fresh food.
In January they processed 62 vouchers which represented
79 adults and 42 children. This figure is down on figures for
last year. However, the main reason for needing a Foodbank
voucher is still ‘Low Income’ which includes Universal Credit
clients, and the figures show that 32 of the children helped in
January came from this bracket.
You may see some new volunteer faces in the Foodbank if you ever drop in there.
Urgently needed:
Milk (UHT), fruit juice (long life cartons), instant mash, tinned sponge puddings, cereals,
tinned tomatoes, tinned vegetables, tinned rice pudding, biscuits, tea bags, instant
coffee, jam, tinned ham, sanitary products, toilet rolls, shampoo, shower gel, and small
soap powders.
Modest treats are also useful - toiletries, children's sweets etc - these can be chosen by
clients from supplies.
Donations may be left in Teddington or Alstone church porches and we take them to the
Foodbank every week.
Thank you,
Mary James, Manor Close, Teddington
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Friends and Neighbours is a group that was formed more than 30 years ago by
Margaret Cotton and is still meeting regularly. We meet on the last Tuesday of the
month and have a mix of speakers, fundraising for St Richards Hospice and 'in-house'
activities, and of course time to chat and catch up with local events. The group is open
to anyone who is a friend and neighbour. We welcome everybody, any age, men,
women, and your children when not at school. We meet at the Chapel Hall, Ashton, at
2.00pm, which allows for mums needing to meet their children from afternoon school.
There is always a hot/cold drink and cakes/biscuits available. We can also provide
activity during the meeting for pre-school children if mums/carers need this service.
We look forward to you joining us during this coming year and assure you of a warm
welcome.
If you need any further information please contact Margaret Darby on 01386 881862
or e-mail ma.darby@icloud.com.
There is no membership fee, although we do contribute a small donation towards tea/
coffee etc. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 31st March when the speaker
will be Charles Archer.
Wine Tasting in aid of Prostate Cancer
Teddington Village Hall, Saturday 28th March – 7:30pm start
Quality wines from a selection of grapes and regions
presented by a qualified wine professional.
Cheese, snacks and a wine related quiz and other
fun things to help the evening along
All this for only £12:00 per person
Advanced bookings only, so please book early as numbers are limited
For more information and to book please contact
Jan Davis on 07776486464
or email daisydog04@icloud.com
If you live in Alstone there will be a taxi service to/from the village hall
so you can take advantage of a car-free evening!
Table Top Sale
Beckford Village Hall, Saturday 25th April
10:00am - 12 noon
Refreshments by Beckford WI
Table space available for hire £10 per table
Contact Yo Yates 01386 881373 for details

Bredon’s Norton Art History Society
Spring Course 2020
Paul Chapman will talk about “American Art”, (March 3rd-31st) followed by
Mary Stewart talking about three American photographers on 7th April.
Venue: Bredon’s Norton Village Hall 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Course fee £66.00
Please contact the Treasurer, John Sterry on 01684 772234
or john.sterry76@gmail.com
All new members are most welcome
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News From Beckford
.Beckford Annual Church Meeting 2020
The church’s Annual Meeting will be held in St John the Baptist Church, Beckford, at 7:00pm
on Wednesday 11th March when we hope to welcome villagers to hear reports on the past
year and to discuss our plans for the future. Coffee, or tea, and biscuits will be available from
6:45pm.
At this meeting nominations may be made for appointments to the Church Committee and to
the role of Churchwarden, for election at the Annual Vestry Meeting which is on 31st March, in
conjunction with the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). Any such nominations should
be handed to the present Churchwarden, David Carvill (see directory page), no later than one
day before our meeting – but please obtain the consent of the nominees before submission!
The committee, small in number, would welcome anyone who would like to join them in their
work of running and maintaining our ancient church so do please give thought to joining us –
both at the meeting and on the committee!
Beckford Service Schedule: amendments
Please note a couple of changes to the normal pattern of services in Beckford. In March there
will be no evening service on the second Sunday (8th) as there will be a Beckford Group
United Service in Overbury that morning. Similarly we shall waive the usual 9am Book of
Common Prayer Communion service on the first Sunday of April (5th), Palm Sunday, as
another Beckford Group United Service will be held that morning at Teddington.
Services will be as usual, and as published, on 1st and 15th March and in addition we shall
have the pleasure of welcoming worshippers from across the whole Bredon Hill Group when
we host the Bredon Hill Group United Service, followed by refreshments, on Sunday
29th March at 10.30am.
Beckford Open Village 6th/7th June 2020
As mentioned last month, planning for our major fund-raiser, Beckford Open Village 2020, is
well underway and we are firming up on all the necessary details. As always we are very
grateful for all the help so willingly given by many in the village – and beyond – and included
below are some specific appeals by those who are managing different aspects of the event.
Please do consider if – or how – you can aid this big village effort and make contact with the
appropriate person!
Preserves Stall
We are hoping for another well stocked array of delicious pickles
and preserves for the stall this year. Any homemade jams,
chutneys, pickles or other preserves would be most welcome,
even if it’s only one jar!
If these could be delivered to Vine Cottage, Main Street, (leave
in the porch if we’re out), between May 25th and June 5th we
would be so grateful!
We will cover the jars with fabric “hats” and handwritten labels, so please just use a small
label (which we can cover) to tell us the contents.
Should you need jars or if you have any other queries, please do contact us.
Thank you so much! Alice and Hamish, 07917 005264
Book Stall
A new departure this year will be a Beckford Book Stall to be run by Mafalda
and Robert McCarthy in one of our beautiful gardens. Robert has, in the past,
priced antiquarian books for the original Oxfam bookshop in Oxford and has
written numerous articles for the Book and Magazine Collector periodical. He
now sells books and stationery online. You are invited to clear out any spare
books to be sold to raise funds for Open Village. There will be four main themes for books:
Gardening, Cookery, Summer Reading and Local Interest.
There will be space for other books but quality and condition are key. Please give books in
good condition that fit into the four categories and anything else of special interest or
importance. Anything particularly rare or unusual can be sold online to maximise the benefit to
Open Village.
If you have anything to donate, please contact us to make arrangements for drop off in
Beckford or for collection of your books: similarly if you have any queries do get in touch.
Thank you in advance for your contributions!
Mafalda and Robert - rjmccarthy@gmail.com
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Plant Stall
Following the outstanding success of 2018’s Open Village, when the Plant
Stall raised over £1,000, we are once again appealing for donations. We
would dearly like to equal, or exceed, that total!
Therefore, we’d be incredibly grateful if you could start growing and/or
collecting plants for this worthy cause. All donations are very welcome – especially interesting
fruit and veg, perennials, plants grown locally from village gardens and/or garden miscellanea,
such as pots, ornaments or tools. We’ll be happy to arrange collection of the items a week or so
before the event. Please do contact us directly should you have any queries whatsoever.
NB. to aid transport and display, we’d ask you to try to include pots and name labels.
Many thanks in advance!
Harriet and Ben - 07971 372157 or harriet_bradley@hotmail.com
Beckford Coffee Morning

Friday 27th March will see the latest in a long line of Coffee Mornings in
Beckford Church. As always we’ll be open for business from 10.30am until
12 noon and we shall hope to see you all as usual for an enjoyable and friendly
gathering over coffee or tea, with a delectable (this is no time for false modesty!)
array of home-made cakes. Your minimum donation of £2.50 will be a very welcome addition to
church coffers. But the priority, as ever, is the social aspect of the occasion.
Beckford Parish Council - The next meeting of Beckford Parish Council is on 16th March
commencing at 7:30pm in Beckford Village Hall.

Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd

At the AGM on January 27th we appointed a new treasurer, Mafalda
McCarthy, and also a new Booking Secretary, Lucy Griffiths. We are
grateful for their willingness to take on these responsibilities, and express
our thanks and appreciation to Jonathan Grice and Andrea Saxby, who
have given sterling service for the past few years in these roles. Jonathan will remain on the
committee as the representative of St John the Baptist Church.
We continue with our two current principal preoccupations: dealing with the fallout from the
closure of the Social Club last year, and the need for substantial refurbishment of the hall. The
Old Social Club, as it is now referred to, needs work done on the electrics, together with general
maintenance, and we plan to have it in acceptable condition for when the Kemerton pre-school
group take it over from mid-April to the end of July. It will also be available for use during Open
Village on June 6th/7th. Lucy Griffiths has set up a Community Interest Company which she
hopes will eventually develop business on a large enough scale to occupy the OSC: as a start
she will shortly be setting up some preliminary activities in the Ashbridge Room.
Refurbishment of the hall is being supervised by a small group of committee members, led by Yo
Yates. Outside, the asbestos gutters have been removed, uPVC soffits and fascias replaced,
gutters replaced, double fire doors replaced and a single fire door renovated, while a new uPVC
side door has been fitted. These repairs cost £4,662, towards which a grant of £1,400 has been
paid to us by Beckford Parish Council. We thank them for their support. Looking further ahead,
the outside of the hall should be externally insulated, costing approximately £25,000 and the
ceiling of the main hall should be lowered, insulated and plastered. Upgraded electrics will cost
us £4,000 to provide better lighting, more power sockets and extra lights on the stage but this
has to be done with the plastering. A benefactor from Beckford has come forward to fund the
sanding and resealing of the Canadian Maple floor.
The toilet ceilings have been repaired and repainted but there is a new problem of damp
preventing any further redecoration. It seems that this has arisen as a consequence of the recent
roof replacement, and we are investigating this.
Clearly, we shall need to be fundraising for the Village Hall for some time ahead! We have set up
a small sub-committee to keep note of fund-raising activities. The most recent was the Quiz on
February 7th, which raised £622 from the 58 people attending. We are very grateful to Anne
Worrall and everyone else who helped make this event such a success.
The Play Area now has a new sign saying 'No Dogs' to complement the two existing
'No Dogs' signs following an incident when a member of the public allowed her dog off
the lead in the Play Area. All dog walkers in the fields please be sure that your
dog is not allowed off the lead anywhere near this area, where children may be
playing.
Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd
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News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries
Services for March & First Sunday of April
March 1st: 9:00am, Alstone - Holy Communion with Rick
March 8th: 10:30am, Overbury - United Parish Holy Communion with Catherine Lack
March 22nd: 10:00am, Teddington - Lay Led Family Service for Mothering Sunday
March 29th: 10:30am, Beckford - United Bredon Hill Group Holy Communion
April 5th: 9:00am, Teddington - United Parish Holy Communion for Palm Sunday
with Leonard Burn
MOTHERING SUNDAY
10:00am on 22nd March at St. Nicholas Church, Teddington
Do come to our lay-led family service on Mothering Sunday. A friendly, happy
occasion complete with posies for the children to give their mothers and
grandmothers. We will also have refreshments for everyone afterwards.
We look forward to seeing you.

REMINDER
The Teddington and Alstone Churches Annual Meeting will be held in Teddington V.H. on
Wednesday, March 4th at 7:30pm and is open to anyone living in our villages so we do hope
you’ll join us.
We would particularly welcome new members for our church committee and Kieran (01242
620762) or Anne (01242 620351) look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested in
helping in the running of the two churches, now and in the future.
See page 6 for details of the Beckford Group Annual Meeting.

Christian Aid Week May 10th-16th 2020
A big thank you to everyone in Alstone and Teddington who helped with
this collection last year and we hope you will continue to support this
worthy cause in 2020. However, we do still need some additional
house-to-house collectors, so if you can help, even if it’s for just a dozen
houses, please get in touch with either Kieran or Anne (as above).
Christian Aid Collections raise around £9m across the UK every year for this important charity
which fights poverty, mainly in poorer countries abroad. When more and more people this year
are facing loss of their homes, injury and famine across the world the need to support this
charity is now more acute than ever.

Dates for your Diaries - Chapelries Events this Summer


Saturday 30th May: Cheese and Wine Evening in Teddington V.H. at 7:30pm



Saturday 18th July: Garden Party Coffee Morning at Bengrove Farm by kind
permission of Alec and Libby Hopkins.
Full details of these events will be published in future issues of the magazine

In Memoriam - Derek Pearce

We have just learnt of the death in a Cheltenham care home of Derek Pearce, aged 92. A
retired headmaster, he lived for many years opposite Alstone church and will be remembered
for his contributions to village life, especially for organising the so-called ‘Pearce tours’ – a
coachload of friends, neighbours and colleagues who visited many places holidaying in Europe.

Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be holding their next meeting on
Tuesday 17th March at 7:30pm in Teddington Village Hall.
All welcome.
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St Nicholas, Teddington - Walls Update

In a recent issue, I mentioned that sections of our perimeter dry stone
walls were about to collapse! I’m very pleased to report that this has
now been fixed. The relevant sections were removed, foundations
re-laid, walls rebuilt and the top was er, ‘topped off’ or whatever the
technical term is.
The work was carried out efficiently, effectively
and without fuss by Nathan Evans (07732 980897)
whom I would happily recommend, indeed he has now also completed
work on St Margaret’s wall at Alstone (see below). I asked Nathan if he
had found anything interesting in the foundations? A Saxon brooch or
Victorian groat perhaps? Not quite he replied, holding up a battered Coke
can from, I would guess, the 1980s. Our many thanks to Nathan for an
excellent job and providing the ‘before and after’ photos shown here .
Kieran Whelan, Churchwarden, Teddington
St Margaret’s churchyard wall was also in danger of suffering the fate of biblical Jericho’s
walls which fell down flat after Joshua’s cunning plan to sound the ram’s horn and trumpets and
get the people to shout with a great shout. But, thanks to Nathan’s dry stone walling expertise,
the dodgy section has been rebuilt and should be in good condition to last at least another 100
years and resist trumpets and shouts of invaders. The wall had become dangerously unsafe
from the gate southwards, though the last 12 feet are in reasonable condition, having been
added in 1927. In that year Alstone’s overcrowded churchyard was enlarged southwards after a
gift of land from the Manor kitchen garden; and the then existing wall, probably built by Collins of
Tewkesbury in the 1880s, was extended to contain the extra strip.

TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - BINGO FUN NIGHT
The members of the Village Hall Committee wish to thank all those who joined us for a fun
evening on Saturday 1st February. Around 50 people attended this now much anticipated
annual fund-raising event.
Thanks to the generosity of the local businesses who donated some very valuable prizes for
each Full House and the villagers who gave us some attractive raffle prizes, we raised an
amazing £790.00.
Our current focus is on fund-raising to provide a new accessible toilet and baby-changing area
at the village hall. At the same time the existing toilets and cloakroom area will be modernised
and redecorated. We are currently sourcing grant money from various national and local
charities to assist the project, but we will still have to find additional funds ourselves, so the
£790.00 raised is a great start.
We hope you will join us at our next fund-raising event on the first
Bank Holiday in May to commemorate the 75th anniversary of
VE DAY. More details will be published in the April issue of the
Parish Magazine, but meanwhile please make a note of the date in
your diary - Friday 8th May. (The Bank Holiday has been moved
this year to coincide with the anniversary of VE Day.)

TEDDINGTON VILLAGE HALL 50+ CLUB
Friday 27th March, 2:30pm – 4:30 pm
Entrance fee of £4.00 includes a cup of tea/coffee & cake plus all
activities for those wishing to take part
Family and friends most welcome.
For more information call Sue on 01242 620264,
Brian on 01242 620898
or email susancarter1402@gmail.com
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News from Ashton under Hill
The snowdrops are out along the path in the churchyard with promise of
primroses and daffodils to come. In spite of storms and gales, Spring is on
its way. We are looking forward to the following services in March at the
beginning of a new season.
Sunday 1st March, 1st Sunday in Lent at 10:30am
Reflective service with readings and hymns for Lent led by the Church Team
Sunday 22nd March at 10:30am
Mothering Sunday Family Service led by Rev. Christopher Liley
All welcome. Posies to be handed out by the children. Refreshments after the service.
Nettie will be holding the usual ‘Messy Church’ session, prior to
Mothering Sunday, with crafts in church on Saturday 21st March
from 10:00am to 12 noon. Children and helpers welcome.
Sunday 29th March
We shall join the United Bredon Hill Group Service at Beckford at 10:30am
Annual Church Meeting
Our Annual Church Meeting will be held on Thursday 12th March in St. Barbara’s
Church (t.b.c.). There will be refreshments at 7:00pm and the meeting will start at
7:30pm.
The Churchyard clear up will take place on Saturday
28th March.
Refreshments provided. Please bring tools for cutting back,
trimming and weeding.
A goodwork out in the fresh air!

2020 SEASON
The new cricket season will shortly be with us !
Overbury CC will soon start indoor cricket nets on Sunday mornings at the
Winchcombe Sports Hall
SENIOR NETS:
March 8th, March 15th, March 29th and April 5th all from
11:00am until 1:00pm
Please contact Josh Colwell (1st team Captain) for details on
07532 022207
JUNIOR NETS :
March 8th, March 15th, March 29th and April 5th all from 9:30am – 10:45pm
Please contact Youth manager Dave Westmore on 07747 092870 for further details.
Whether you are existing members or new to our club, you are most welcome !
For general information please contact:Dave Devereux (Chair) - 01684 850329 / 07949 648372
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NEWS FROM OVERBURY
We don’t have very much news after a very wet and windy month. Fortunately, damage
here has been minimal especially when we see the awful flooding experienced elsewhere in
the country.
We have held three very happy, cosy services in the Village Hall while the church is
being rewired and the lighting upgraded – the warmth was especially appreciated on the
morning of Storm Ciara! Two of the services were Holy Communion, both led by Rick, and
the third a lay-led Morning Prayer during which we heard a very moving and inspiring
interview with two Auschwitz survivors.
St Faith’s should be ready for re-occupation by the second week of March but a Service of
the Word on 1st March will be in the Village Hall.
Please do join us on March 8th at our United service when the new
lighting system will be used for the first time. After extensive work it will be
lovely to have the church fully open again, and we look forward to
celebrating with anyone who can join us.
MOTHERING SUNDAY IN OVERBURY
Please join us on Mothering Sunday 22nd March for a special celebration
service in the Village Hall at 4:30pm to thank God for our mums. This will be followed by tea
and games; mums, dads and children of all ages are invited to come and join in the fun! All
are welcome.
St Faith’s AGM took place on Monday 10th February at Whitcombe by invitation of Anthony
and Faith Hallett. The accounts were presented and approved and several reports on the
church’s activities and building improvements and maintenance were also received. Faith
Hallett told the meeting that, with regret, after 15 years she needed to retire as Church
Warden because family and other commitments are now taking up so much of her time.
Faith has worked tirelessly on behalf of the church, and overseen large improvement
projects as well as dealing with the day to day minutiae of administration and organisation.
We owe her a huge debt of gratitude. The rest of the committee agreed to stand again.
They too, all contribute to the smooth running of church life in very challenging times and
deserve our thanks. We were delighted to welcome our Vicar, Allison Davies, to her first
Overbury AGM and we wish her many happy and fulfilling years in
the Benefice.
If you feel able to help in any way, be it church cleaning, flower
arranging, grass mowing, locking, or indeed joining our committee,
please do contact me, Chris Clark, on 01386 725405.
We are always appreciative of any help.
Julian Dawe
On 21st March at 12 noon, there will be a Service of Thanksgiving for the life of Revd Julian
Dawe, vicar of Overbury from 1965 to 1970, whose ashes will be interred in the churchyard
with those of his parents and grandparents. This service will be followed by refreshments in
the Village Hall. All those who remember Julian and his family and would like to attend will
be most welcome.

Overbury and Conderton Parish Council
The next meeting of the Parish Council has been arranged for Tuesday 24th March in
Overbury Village Hall at 7:00 pm, and all members of the Parish are welcome to attend.
The agenda and associated information will be displayed on the Parish Council notice
boards and website (via www.overbury.org) prior to the meeting.
Please contact Ros Long, Parish Clerk, on 01386 725111, or by e-mail:
ros@overburyenterprises.co.uk, by Tuesday 17th March if there are any matters that
you would like to be included on the agenda.
Ros Long – Parish Clerk
DATE FOR THE DIARY
OVERBURY STREET MARKET will take place this year on SATURDAY 11th JULY.
Save the Date!
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ASHTON UNDER HILL W.I. - February Report
Doreen welcomed 24 members to our 79th Birthday Meeting. She reminded us to think
how to mark our significant 80th next year, in some special way.
A replacement for the silver cup has been purchased and our first ’new’ competition
challenge was to knit a 4” square. A good number of entries provided quite a task for
our judge, entertainer Georgia Jacobs. Marjy Facer won with her embroidered daisy on
a pale green square. Judith will incorporate all the squares into a cot blanket for the
SBCU we have been supporting. Recent member Heather Vaizey had penned an ode
to “The Trials and Tribulations of knitting a perfect 4” square” – this was very funny and
well received by the knitters who had also had several goes at producing a true
square. Perhaps we have an idea for another competition!
We were reminded of a new class in the village for Easy Yoga (seated if required ) to
be run by Karen Rowley. Several ladies expressed an interest.
Birthday posies were presented and we sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to Margaret Barnett as
her’s is the 4th February.
Georgia Jacobs from Beoley WI provided entertainment for the
evening in the form of music and songs, as “Girl with a Guitar”. She
cheerfully confessed that she had been doing this as a WI evening for
a long time so ‘girl’ was no longer strictly accurate. It was a very
enjoyable mixture of some of her own compositions, as well as a
variety of old and new songs. The style was mostly folk, pop, or
country and western music, and songs with a story. She included
everything from Tayler Swift, Adele, and Ed Sheeran to the Beatles,
Monty Python and Flanders and Swann. Were invited to sing along,
most notably to Victoria Wood’s ‘Ballad of Freda and Barry’ which
contains the hilarious line “ beat me on the bottom with the Woman’s
Weekly”. If you’ve ever seen the sketch on TV you will recognise it immediately!
Georgia demonstrated playing a dulcimer or zither-type instrument and also a
mandolin which friends had bought as a birthday present to give her a new challenge.
We ended the evening by singing “Always look on the Bright side of Life” which put us
all in a happy mood.
Gill Workman had kindly made two delicious cakes, a lemon drizzle and a coffee cake
and tea and coffee were served by Marion Nelson and Gill Humphrey. Judith Hunter
gave the vote of thanks.
Next meeting Tuesday 3rd March. Speaker : John Butterworth “Hitting the Headlines
as a Newspaper Editor”. Ashton Village Hall at 7.30pm All welcome.
Judith Hunter

"The March wind roars
Like a lion in the sky,
And makes us shiver
As he passes by.
When winds are soft,
And the days are warm and clear,
Just like a gentle lamb,
Then spring is here."
Author Unknown
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BECKFORD W.I. - February Report
Our Vice-President, Sam Wing, welcomed 19 members and 6 visitors to
the February meeting in the Village Hall on Monday 10th February.
Our speaker for the evening was Martin Brookes who had come to talk
about the work of the Vale Wildlife Hospital which is situated in Beckford.
He gave a brief history of the charity which started in 1984 when
Caroline Gould who lived in Cropthorne, was approached by a local vet asking if she could
look after an injured tawny owl which needed somewhere quiet to recuperate after being
treated for an injury. She already had an interest in birds of prey and once she had taken in
the owl other creatures followed and she built more aviaries and pens to cope with the
animal casualties which came to her door. Eventually she had run out of room and, by
chance, was offered some land at Beckford to site a facility to care for wildlife. By then the
work that she was doing had been granted charitable status and this enabled her to raise
money to create a wildlife hospital on the plot of land. At first this
consisted of a mobile home and a portacabin but in 1999 planning
permission was given to build a dedicated wildlife hospital. £200,000
needed to be raised and in 2001 it was completed. Martin showed us
photos of the various areas in the hospital. Normally the public can only
enter the reception area and the shop as the animals that are brought in
are too stressed to cope with humans near them. Many of the animals
have been injured either accidentally or sadly, deliberately and need not only urgent
treatment from a vet but also peace and quiet to recover from the trauma. Others are young
animals that have been separated from their parents and need a strict feeding regime if they
are to survive. There are various dedicated rooms for the different patients including a
Treatment Room, Bird Room, Small Mammal room, Brooder Room for the baby animals
and a Food Preparation Room for their various feeding needs. Outside there is a Hedgehog
Unit which cares for the numerous hedgehogs that get brought in. There are a number of
aviaries outside, to prepare the birds for their final release by mimicking the conditions in
the wild. There are also paddocks for the larger mammals such as deer, otters and foxes.
The contact with the human carers is kept to a minimum so that
the animals do not become dependent on them. The aim of the
hospital is to return the animals to the wild, preferably where
they were found, as soon as possible. We were shown photos of
some of the casualties which brought home to us how intensive
the care for the animals was, especially the baby birds which
may need feeding every 15 minutes. The staff include
volunteers as well as salaried staff and donations of money, newspapers and detergents for
washing towels are always needed. There is someone on duty 24 hours a day and some
times of year are busier than others, especially when baby birds get brought in. It costs
£40,000 per month to keep the hospital going. There is an annual Open Day, which this
year is on July 5th from 11am until 4pm with a £5 entry fee.
The work of the Wildlife Hospital has been recognised by a number of awards.
Sam thanked Martin for his talk and explained that we were collecting newspapers for the
hospital.
After the talk refreshments were taken and the plans for the Centenary celebrations for
2022 were made known. It is hoped that we might have an afternoon tea, create a wall
hanging for the village hall incorporating scenes of Beckford and make a book of 100 miles
of walks around Bredon Hill. Other suggestions would be welcome.
There is a table top sale planned for 25th April in the Village Hall from 10am – 12 noon with
tables being available for other individuals and organisations who would like to take part.
Proceeds to WI funds. See page 7 for details.
WI members will be helping with the teas at the Beckford Open Village
event at the beginning of June. Members are busy making Linus quilts
for sick and bereaved children and Twiddlemuffs for dementia patients.
The next meeting is on Monday 9th March at 7:30pm in the Village Hall
when the speaker will be Lizzie Lindsell who is coming to talk about
‘Compiling and Solving Cryptic Crosswords’. All are most welcome.
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
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ADVERTISEMENTS: The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

The Engine House, Conderton GL20 7PP
(next to Yew Tree pub)
Available March 2020 for holiday lets, min 3 nights stay.
Mezzanine sleeping for two, plus sofa bed if required.
South facing with well-equipped kitchen and lovely living area.
Walking/cycling directly on to Bredon Hill
07891 548688 || enginehouseconderton@gmail.com
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Monarch Builders Ltd
Quality through Design
You dream it, we build it, you live it
We are dedicated to provide our customers with a
high range of building services from

•

Extensions, Landscaping and exterior building works

•

Modernization of kitchens, bathrooms and interiors
All works tailored to your needs
21 years of personal experience in the building industry
in Gloucestershire & Worcestershire and
75% of works carried out through recommendation

Teddington: 01242620331 / 07899902855
Email: monarchbuildersltd@yahoo.com
Website on its way: www.monarchbuildersltd.co.uk

P&H Services Ltd

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul.phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane,
Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

Tel: 01386 881550
Mobile: 07967 383639

TONY

01386 854797
07752 613814

Page 2

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK
REPLACEMENT PECIALISTS
Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial
Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

Telephone

01684 773834

Mobile

07909 948284

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT

Ford Fuels / G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk
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JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.
JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill
07531 781842
gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

Kaz & Annie’s,
Ceramics and
More...

* Pottery Painting
* Decopatch * Parties
* Take Home Kits
* Adult only evenings
* Group Bookings
* Gift Vouchers
All ages welcome, pop
in or reserve a table to
paint and relax.
18 Vine Mews,Vine St.
Evesham, WR11 4RE
Tel: 01386 304878
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Jamie Worley’s
Tech Support
Problems with technology?
Let me help you solve
them.
I offer a friendly and
efficient service for your:
Computer, Laptop, iPad,
Mobile phone, TV, printer
etc.
No job too small!
Tuition also available.
Call: 078852 38811/
01386 882084
jamworley@gmail.com

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET
MULBERRY COTTAGE, BECKFORD,
TEWKESBURY GL20 7AF
Sleeps 2, 1 double bedroom with en-suite.
Weekly or short breaks. Also available for
longer winter let from November-March
DINGLE COTTAGE, LOWER SOLVA
HAVERFORDWEST, PEMBS. SA62 6UY
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms, one double, one twin
both with en-suite. Weekly or short breaks
Further details can be found on the website:

www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk
or by contacting the owner on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

RUTH DARLING

Old Post House Barn

Beautiful barn conversion for holiday lets.
Sleeps 4 in ’upside down’ accommodation: lovely
spacious living area in the eaves, two bedrooms, two
bathrooms and mini garden.
Flat screen TV, DVD player, free wifi, woodburner.
Min two nights stay.
Children 10 and over welcome. Sorry, no pets.
Contact Karen on 07976 906653 or
karen@oldposthousebarn.co.uk
www.oldposthousebarn.co.uk

RACHAEL HARDING

RACE NIGHT MEGAQUIZ CASINO & AUCTION

Raise £1000+ for your sports club, school or charity
with one of our top quality fundraising events
School Holiday Clubs @ Ashton Green Room
After School Childcare
@ Ashton Green Room
@ Sedgeberrow Betteridge Room
@ Badsey First School
@ Bredon Hancock’s Endowed First School
Private Tutoring
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808

Moonlighting provide the UKs finest
FUNDRAISING EVENT ENTERTAINMENT
Based in Overbury, we offer full support and
DISCOUNTED rates for local fundraising events
For more information visit: fundraising-events.co.uk
or call us on 01386 725 600 for free and helpful advice
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SPACE & TIME THERAPIES
Therapeutic Massage
Zero Balancing
Kristy A. Teele, MTI, ZBUK, B.Sc
www.spaceandtimetherapies.com
on Facebook @ Space&Time
Tel: 07758 105578 / 01684 594033

Therapeutic Massage: Works with the muscular
system to address physical issues and ailments, to
alleviate stress or simply for relaxation.
Zero Balancing: Works with the skeletal system to
release held tension, promote alignment, create
spaciousness in the body and restore the system to a
restful state.

Feel free to ring with any questions or book at
session at the Devereux Centre in Tewkesbury

Beauty by Lindsey
Sedgeberrow
07801 629756
www.beautybylindsey.co.uk
♦Blemish reduction inc: red vein, milia,
keratosis, cherry spots
♦Skin Tag removal
♦Waxing - including Brazilian & Hollywood
♦Manicures
♦Pedicures
♦Facials - including Caci nonsurgical &
hydra facial
♦Electrolysis
♦Tinting
♦Massage

The Parish Magazine takes no
Craniosacral Therapy

This subtle and powerful whole-body treatment can
help a wide range of problems including sciatica,
back and neck problems, joint problems, headaches,
migraines, emotional issues, stress and anxiety. It
facilitates deep release in restricted connective
tissue and nurtures the central nervous system
providing deep relaxation.
Crystal Singing Bowl Sound Healing also available.

To book or enquire contact
Helen Beale 01386 725059 / 07811820717
helenbsl@btinternet.com
helenbealecraniosacral.com
VACANT
CONTACT JEAN
CROFT IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE IN THIS
SPACE

Regain Your Natural Poise
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE
can help with:
• stress
• poor posture; back,
neck and joint pain
• improved performance
in sport, music and other
activities
• general health and
well-being

Philippa Rands MSTAT
01386 881633

Over 15 years professional experience

HOME CARE
www.thecotswoldprivateclinic.co.uk
Email: cotswoldprivateclinic@gmail.com
Tel: 07961 64 62 62
At The Cotswold Private Clinic, we strive for
comprehensive excellence in everything we
do. We offer a wide range of treatments for:
♦ Hernias
♦ Gallstones
♦ Hiatus hernias
♦ Gastro-oesophageal reflux disease
♦ Upper GI endoscopy

Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.
If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly
team whether full or part time please give us
a call on 01386 764830 to find out more.

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes S Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.
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Thinking Holidays?
Let CARRICK take
care of it…..

“ASHBEE”
BED AND
BREAKFAST
Wood Lane, Aston under Hill,
Evesham, Worcs., WR11 7SQ
Ground floor double bedroom, on-suite
Quiet location – ample parking
Telephone 01386 881266
Mobile: 07767205968
e-mail: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com

Carrick Travel is your local Independent
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us
make you a coffee and have a chat
about your future holiday plans.
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham
office have a huge range of exciting
holidays on offer to suit all budgets and
tastes.
So if your next adventure is a seaside
family holiday, a round the world trip or a
city break then Carrick Travel is the
perfect destination.
Why not pop in or contact us now.

CARRICK TRAVEL
57-59 Port Street,
Evesham, WR11 3LH
Tel: 01386 41474
Email: evesham@carricktravel.com
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GLOUCESTER SHIRE’SFINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Dog Bedding & Coats
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Dog Coat Wash £5
Turnout Wash from £8
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Turnout Wash &
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof from £14
Reproof £6

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 773353 or 0776 6141994

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
• Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
• Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British
Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
01386 552141
Serving the community since 1960
Local people helping local people
Qualified Funeral Directors
Private Homely Premises
Fairfield House, Defford Road,
Pershore WR10 1HZ.

www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre~Payment Plans Available
Privately owned
by Beverley Funerals Limited

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 773353

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - MARCH 2020

Revd Allison Davies
01386 750203
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

Associate Priest
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury
Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford

Treasurer

Mike Sanger-Davies

Parish Enquiries

Parish Secretary: Lynne Wilkinson
parishsecretarybbg@outlook.com
Tues 9 - 12, Bredon Parish Office
01684 772398
Thurs 9 - 12, Parish Office, Beckford Village Hall
01386 881349

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386
Organist
Mike Sanger Davies
01386
Flowers
Doreen Byrd
01386
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386

882002
882200
882514
881910
881360
710136

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Faith Hallett
01386
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386
Treasurer
Joss Muirie
07736
Organist
Anne Brown
01684
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal
01386
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386

725206
725405
957310
292231
725325
725111

Transport Co-ordinators

Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Contacts for
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
St Barbara’s
David Hunter
01386 882087
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood
01386 881278
anthony.greenwood@hotmail.com
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer
Flowers:
Teddington
Alstone

01386 881910

Anne Kyle
Kieran Whelan
Nicholas Bentley
Mike Wignall

01242
01242
01242
01242

620351
620763
620292
620031

Caroline Marsh
Jane Rogers

01242 621139
01242 620592

Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Faith Hallett
Kieran Whelan
Anne Kyle
vacant
vacant
Minibus

01386 725206
01242 620763
01242 620351

Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com
Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Lynne Wilkinson - see Parish Secretary above for
contact details
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising
Jean Croft
Email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

01386 881230

Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries
Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

881814
620351
725111
881479

See pages 5 for details of Lent Course and Lent Lunches
See page 6 for details of Annual Church Meetings
5th, 12th, 19th & 26th
Meditation Thursday, Committee Rm, Beckford Village Hall
6:00pm
3rd
Ashton W.I. ‘Hitting the Headlines as a Newspaper Editor‘, Ashton V.H. 7:30pm
6th
Ashton Lunch Club, Chapel Hall
12:30pm
World Day of Prayer - see page 4 for details
8th
United Parish Worship at Overbury
10:30am
9th
Beckford W.I. ‘Compiling & Solving Cryptic Crosswords’, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
10th Simply Soup, Beckford Village Hall
12:30pm
16th Deadline for magazine entries for April
Rick Tett’s Licensing - see page 4 for details
Beckford Parish Council Meeting, Beckford Village Hall
7:30pm
17th Teddington & Alstone Parish Council Meeting, Teddington V.H.
7:30pm
21st Service of Thanksgiving for Julian Dawe - see page 13 for details
Messy Church in Ashton - see page 12 for details
24th Overbury & Conderton Parish Council Meeting, Overbury V.H.
7:00pm
25th Beckford Gardening Club ’The Power of Gardening‘, Beckford V.H.
7:30pm
27th Minibus shopping trip to Dobbies Garden Centre, Cirencester
Beckford Coffee Morning in the Church Chancel
10:30am - 12noon
Teddington Village Hall 50+ Club, Village Hall
2:30pm - 4:30pm
28th Ashton Churchyard Clear Up - see page 12 for details
Wine Tasting in aid of Prostate Cancer - see page 7 for details
29th United Bredon Hill Group Worship at Beckford
10:30am
31st Friends & Neighbours Group, Chapel Hall, Ashton - see page 7 for details
In 2020, the spring equinox (also called the March equinox or vernal equinox)
falls on Thursday, March 19th. This event marks the astronomical first day of
spring in the Northern Hemisphere. The vernal equinox is when the sun crosses
over the plane of the earth's equator, making night and day approximately equal
lengths all over the world.
Parish Minibus Friday Shopping Trips in March
6th and 20th to Bishops Cleeve
13th to Worcester
27th to Dobbies Garden Centre, Cirencester
Picks up from all villages on request. Call Andrew Barnett on 01386 881145

