
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 

 

 

 
10th May 2020 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

View Inside a Vicarage 

Hello and welcome to this week’s Bulletin.  

I don’t know about you, but I have found this week to be quite a strange one. The quietness and peace which 

has surrounded Lockdown, suddenly seems to have become more restless; Perhaps it is the talk by 

government of how we might start to come out of the Lockdown, which whilst it is of course something 

wanted by us all, will come with many dilemmas and questions – will the end of Lockdown apply to 

everybody at the same time? how will social distancing work? when will we be able to open to reopen our 

church buildings and hold services once again?  

Regrettably I don’t have the answers to these questions, and to be perfectly truthful I would not relish the 

task of those responsible in having to make such decisions, because the reality is whatever is decided, and 

whenever, and however, Lockdown is lifted, the solutions will not be liked by everyone. For it is one of 

life’s eternal challenges – how do we please everybody all of the time?  

The answer is obvious, because, of course, we can’t! For any decisions made, it is rare that there is complete 

agreement and support by all affected, and there will always be people who feel that the final decision is not 

the right one. An example of this was a debate that I was listening to on Radio 2, as I drove back from taking 

a funeral in Ashton under Hill. Two eminent and well respected ladies who often worked together on issues 

affecting the elderly, one of which was Dame Esther Ranzen, had opposing opinions as to whether it would 

be advantageous or discriminatory for the over 70’s to come out of Lockdown at the same time as everyone 

else. Both were equally passionate in their arguments, and both felt they were acting in the interests of all 

elderly people.  
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We will be facing similar debates across our churches when we are allowed to reopen our buildings, on how 

we will be able to offer worship and ministry to our communities. For although there will undoubtedly be 

official guidance from the government and the Church of England on the timing for this, it is highly likely, 

that there will need to be an amount of individual discretion by clergy on the nature and format of services, 

their frequency and how we are to achieve a level of ministry against a backdrop of uncertainty nationally in 

what will be the government plans in tackling any potential further increases in the spread of the Virus, and 

until such time as a vaccine is found.  

This week discussions between myself and key representatives from our churches have highlighted the 

varied and different approaches our churches across Bredon Hill take during Lockdown in communicating 

with people, how they operate as Church Councils, and their preference for ways in which worship resources 

should be used whilst Lockdown continues.  

As Christians we believe that the Church is the Body of Christ, made up of members who each have 

different skills, knowledge and experience, and that each of us are unique and are able to offer up ourselves 

as servants and witnesses for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom. Therefore, all opinions are important, all 

contributions are valued, and even when we disagree, we can, and are, still all united in the knowledge that 

as Children of God we are loved, and which in turn helps us to be able to love and be at peace with others.  

This week has seen national celebrations for Victory in Europe Day, a day celebrating the formal acceptance 

by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed forces on Tuesday, 8 

May 1945; And if ever there was a reason to reflect on peace and reconciliation, and to give thanks for the 

sacrifice of so many, surely the impact of this war and all conflicts before and since, are enough of a 

justification for this.  

Therefore, as we fight the war against the Corona Virus, as well as our own personal battles because of the 

impact it has had on our lives and is still likely to have on so many others, let us journey forward together 

with those Christian Kingdom Values of faith, love, mercy, compassion and justice by giving thanks and 

looking forward with hope to the day when we can celebrate the end of the Lockdown, and more 

importantly the end of the battle against the Virus itself.  

Until that time comes, I hope that you will find the Bulletin helpful. You will notice this week, a slightly 

abridged version, as we build on suggestions from people, regarding its shape and format, this includes not 

producing the whole of the service of Morning Prayer, but only the readings. Details of the full service can 

be seen on the Church of England website under the section Daily Prayer for each day.  

As I finish however, I do just want to share some news which many of you may have already heard, and that 

is that the new Bishop of Dudley, will be for a temporary period of time, of hopefully not more than 12 

months, moving at some point after the Lockdown, into the Rectory at Bredon. This is due to fact the 

financial challenges facing the Diocese, have disrupted the acquisition of a house for Bishop Martin, who is 

consequently still living in Oxford. The move will therefore be a short-term arrangement, and until a more 

permanent move can be organized. However, a second parsonage within the Group ministry, namely Elmley 

Castle, which is currently on a short-term let, would then be available for the appointment of a second priest 

within the Group.  

Archdeacon Robert has stated that although “this is far from ideal, it is a practical way forward in difficult 

times. We remain committed to a second post to exercise a ministry around the Hill in the same way that 

Allison does presently, and recent much-loved clergy did most effectively. That will, of course, be best 

configured and discerned locally. At a later date, I would dearly love to attract a third priest as a house-for-

duty post, depending on how we weather the financial storm.”  

 

 



Your churchwardens have all been informed of this news and if anyone has any questions, then please do get 

in touch with them and I am sure they will be happy to discuss this with you.  

In the meantime, please do look at the Church of England and Diocesan website which are full of links for 

worship and prayer, and I hope that you all have a very happy and blessed week.  

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the Bredon Hill Group 

 

 
 
PS Also, if you are aware that there is anyone who does not currently receive the Bulletin but who would 
like it to be sent to them through an email, then please contact Rachel Tebbatt at the following address:   
the.tebbatts@btinternet.com 
 
 

 

Principal service based on Holy Communion for Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
Sunday 10th May 2020 

 
Collect  
Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 
have overcome death and opened to us 
the gate of everlasting life: 
Grant that, as by your grace going before us 
You put into our minds good desires, 
so by your continual help 
we may bring them to good effect; 
Through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
One God, now and for ever. Amen 
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Reading: 1 Peter 2: 2-10 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen 
and precious in God’s sight, and  like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands in scripture: 
“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone 
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them 
stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were 
destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,   in order 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy. 

 
Reading: John 14: 1-14 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?   And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know me, you will know my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and 
we will be satisfied.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I 
am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 
 

 
 

Reflection for Fifth Sunday of Easter 2020 
 

“I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”.  

 

These words are possibly some of the most well-known of all sayings of Jesus within the Bible; And they 
come in response to a comment by Thomas demonstrating his lack of understanding to a message of hope 
from Jesus, who is trying to explain that the way to eternal life, though unseen, is secure for all who 
believe in Him.  



It is also probably not coincidental that within the same passage, we hear Jesus saying, “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled”; Because for many people who do not have a faith, the issue of what happens beyond 
the end of our earthly life can be a worrying thought. 

I have been taking a number of funerals over the last few weeks, and this passage is frequently chosen for 
reading at the funeral service. The passage always reminds me of a film which I first saw at theological 
college, called The Way and I’m sure many of you may have seen it. It is the story of a doctor called Tom, 
who goes to the Pyrenees in France, because that is where his adult son was killed in a storm whilst 
walking The Camino de Santiago, otherwise known as The Way of St James.  Tom's purpose is initially to 
retrieve his son's body. However, in a combination of grief and homage to his son, Tom decides to journey 
on this path of pilgrims. While walking The Camino, Tom meets other fellow travellers’ from around the 
world, all broken and looking for greater meaning in their lives, but by the end of the journey, he discovers 
the difference between the life we live and the life we choose. 

Primarily, this is what Jesus is trying to share with his disciples; And it raises one of the most important 
questions in life, that of “how can we know the way to the God?”  

The answer however is simple, and that is, only through Jesus, because as both God and man, by uniting 
our lives with His, we are united with God. For as the way, Jesus is our path to the Father, as the truth, he 
is the reality of God’s promises and as the life he joins his divine life to ours, both now and eternally; And if 
we choose to believe in Jesus, trust in His ways and follow His example in our lives, then we have no need 
to fear about what happens when we die, for our future is already secured. 

We have a choice in life, in how we both accept the reality of who Jesus is and what he has achieved for 
humanity; Then having accepted that Jesus is God’s son, we are in a position to choose how to live out our 
Christian witness. For if we follow the example of Christ, then we are capable of achieving anything, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Now I don’t know whether we will ever be able to raise someone from the dead, but the disciples certainly 
were given the gifts from God to start to establish the Christian church beyond the area of Palestine, and 
across the whole world; And we are told that when we ask for things in faithful prayer, then our requests 
will be heard and  will be granted.  

There are of course millions of prayers being offered at the present time in response to the world Corona 
Virus pandemic, and to many people it may seem that God has not answered their prayers. Of course, we 
cannot know this side of heaven why some people are taken from us prematurely, and why others are 
healed – only God has the answers to this. However, what we can be assured of is that for all who believe, 
Jesus has gone before to prepare a place for them, and the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. But not only are 
those who have died blessed by a new and heavenly eternity, but for those who are left to mourn and 
grieve their loss, the Holy Spirit is there to comfort, heal and restore to wholeness in the fulness of time.  

Now, I have not undertaken the pilgrimage of The Camino de Santiago, although many of you will 
remember the Reverend David Lewis who did the walk, and whose passport, I and many others, will have 
seen. In journeying along the Way, in his book “A Priest in the Pyrenees: A Mountain Walk across France” 
he talks of the many encounters he had with people on that same journey; And it illustrates that as we 
journey through our earthly lives, we too will walk with others, encountering people along the way who 
are experiencing journeys of grief and sorrow.  

At such time, maybe our gift to them can be to offer the assurance that through Jesus as The Way, the 
Truth and the Life, there is hope beyond death, and that we are to rest in the knowledge that though we 
grieve, we should not let our hearts be troubled because God holds all who are in pain and sorrow in his 
arms of love.  

This work I read the following quote, ““God does not ask if we are able, God asks if we are available. The 
weakness we offer him, He turns into a strength.” (Leonard Sweet from “I Am a Follower: The Way, Truth, 
and Life of Following Jesus”). Therefore, this week, let us reach out to all who are suffering at this time, and 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/18141847
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/18141847


be the practical arms of compassion and love, which Jesus Himself offered by His death and Resurrection; 
Then let us look forward with hope, to the time when we too will rest in our Father’s House, and where 
Jesus now resides with God in glory.   Amen.  

 
Prayers for 10th May 2020 

 
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life, through whom we can come into the presence of God for ever. 
Living God, our life is in your hands, and we offer you all that we are, all that our past has made us, and all 
that we may become. Build us up by the power of your Holy Spirit into a spiritual temple, where you are 
glorified day after day, in all our praise and worship, and in our love for one another.  
 

We pray for all who minister to us, and act as leaders in our churches and communities; we pray for the all 
the parishes and churches across the Diocese of Worcester and especially the Bredon Hill Group; We pray 
for Bishop John of Worcester and Bishop Martin of Dudley; For our Archdeacons, Robert and Nicki and for 
all the clergy and authorised ministers seeking to minister and share creatively Christ’s Good News in these 
challenging times of Lockdown. We thank you for all people pastorally caring for the isolated and 
vulnerable, and ask that they may seek to share your gospel faithfully, so that your name may be glorified. 
 

You are my strong rock; 
My strong rock and my shelter.  
 

Living God, our planet, with its frenzied life on its fragile skin, is unnervingly small and vulnerable to evil. 
Sharpen our consciences to sense your direction and protect us from all that draws us away from you. In 
these times of uncertainty and challenge in managing the consequences of this world pandemic, guide our 
politicians and leaders in the way of truth and realign us to the values which are built on you.  
 

You are my strong rock; 
My strong rock and my shelter. 
 

Living God, may the Way which Jesus shows us, be the Way we live our daily lives around the table, in the 
daylight and the dark, in the misunderstandings, the tensions and the rush, in the eye contact, the 
conversations and the growing.  
 

You are my strong rock; 
My strong rock and my shelter. 
 

Living God, you can use and transform all our experiences. We lay before you now those who are travelling 
through a time of pain or anguish, tragedy or conflict which is hard to bear; We remember all who are 
currently in our local hospitals, hospices and care homes or isolating because of the Corona Virus. We 
stand alongside them in their suffering in mind, body or soul and offer it to your transforming and healing 
love. 
 

You are my strong rock; 
My strong rock and my shelter. 
 

Living God, we remember those who have died recently, those who are facing death, as well as all who 
have suffered a recent bereavement, and we pray for them now. Lead them out of their pain into the light 
of eternity and keep us all in the Way, that leads us to share that everlasting life with you.  
 

You are my strong rock; 
My strong rock and my shelter. 
 

Living God, we thank you for showing us the Way as we pray for our families, friends and for all those who 
are dear to us. We lift them up before you now and ask that wherever they are, You will be their Guardian 
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and their Guide, granting them your protection, peace and the knowledge that in all things, You will be 
keep them in your everlasting embrace of love.  
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 
(Prayers based on Prayers of Intercession for Common Worship by Susan Sayers)  

 
Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on the frontline 
and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this time and for all who have 
been bereaved. 
 

Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief 
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles Bigland-
Gibbons 
 
 

A Message from the House of Bishops  
  

The House of Bishops met via Zoom on 5 May 2020, as it has done regularly throughout 
the current pandemic, and continued to review advice to clergy on the Church’s efforts 
to limit the spread of the coronavirus, to protect the vulnerable and health services.  

  
In a discussion led by the Bishop of London, Dame Sarah Mullally, who chairs a 
group examining how the Church of England might proceed once the current 
restrictions for COVID-19 are relaxed or lifted, the House of Bishops recognised that 

there have been some welcome signs of improvement in the current situation, 
including a reduction in new cases and hospital admissions giving evidence for hope. 
While church buildings remain closed for public worship, in line with Government 
advice, the Bishops agreed in principle to a phased approach to lifting restrictions, in 
time and in parallel with the Government’s approach, with three broad stages as 

infection levels improve: 
 

 
1. An initial immediate phase allowing very limited access to church buildings for activities 

such as streaming of services or private prayer by clergy in their own parishes, so long as 
the necessary hygiene and social distancing precautions are taken 

2. Subsequently access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed by law, observing 
appropriate physical distancing and hygiene precautions 

3. Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when Government restrictions are 
eased to allow this 

The Bishops agreed that the decision on the timing of when to implement the revised advice on 
ministers or worship leaders praying and streaming from their church buildings should be made by 
individual Diocesan Bishops, depending on their local situation. 
The Bishops were clear once again that this is guidance – not an instruction or law – and that it will be 
constantly reviewed depending on the national situation. 
National Church of England guidance will be updated in the coming days with further advice on how the 
staged process could be implemented and with factors and information for dioceses to consider.  
 
Bishop Sarah said: “We are hugely grateful for all that our churches and clergy have been doing to 
support the Government’s message to stay at home, to support the NHS, and to save lives. While it is 
clear there will be no imminent return to normality, the emphasis is now turning towards how and when 
aspects of social distancing can be eased, although we remain mindful of the potential risks of a second 
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wave of the virus. Nevertheless, it now makes sense for us to start to look ahead to the potential easing 
of restrictions so that our clergy and churches can be prepared.” 
 
Comment by Allison – “This is clearly wonderful news, and over the next couple of weeks I will now start to work through with 
church wardens and representatives from our various church councils, how we might gradually start to offer some form of 
worship from our church buildings, in accordance with the governments’ easing of the Lockdown in the coming weeks”. 

 

 

       Bible Quiz  

1. Melchizedek was king of which city? 

2. Who wrote the 23rd Psalms? 

3. In which book of the bible is the parting of the Red Sea? 

4. What did King Solomon ask God to give him? 

5. Whose weapons were 'trumpets, pitchers and lamps' when he fought the Midianites? 

6. What are the first three words in the book of Genesis? 

7. What was Simon of Cyrene compelled to do by the Romans? 

8. Which is the last book in the Bible? 

9. Adam and Eve had three children, two were Cain and Abel, name the third? 

10. John the Baptist baptized Jesus in which river? 

11. Where did Jesus perform his first public miracle? 

12. What is also known as the Decalogue? 

13. Can you name the Hebrew mother of Moses? 

14. Which book is the third book of the Hebrew Bible? 

15. Who asked for the head of John the Baptist? 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from 

the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.  

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those 

unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind. 

 

“With many in our country on lockdown, it’s important that we support those who are feeling lonely and 

isolated, whatever age they are." Archbishop Justin Welby  



Options available include materials also available digitally by the Church of England’s Communications 

team such as Prayer During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a 

recording of the Church of England weekly national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled 

‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the Connections group. 

Downloadable resources include logos and posters to help publicise this free service to those who need it 

most. The link for this is https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-

guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line   

Prayer diary – May             22 Apr 2020 By Sam Setchell  

 

Recent events have meant that many of our prayer diary entries are out of date. We will therefore be issuing 

monthly pdf updates. Download the updated prayer diary for May 2020.  

Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and our social media streams.  

Upcoming events in May 2020 

 
 
Mon 11th 12pm Burial at Eckington Cemetery 
Tue 12th 11am Virtual Pershore Deanery Chapter Meeting 
Wed 13th 7pm Virtual Bishop’s Council Meeting 
Thu 14th 1pm Cremation at The Vale, Fladbury 
  7pm Virtual Eckington PCC 
Wed 20th Pershore Deanery Archdeacon’s Visitation by phone 
  

 
Pershore Foodbank 

 
Due to the coronavirus, our churches have had to suspend the collection of 
food items for the Foodbank. However, we would still encourage you to donate, 
by giving money in lieu of food gifts. Therefore, if you can help, please send 
directly to: 
  
Pershore Foodbank 
Sort code 20-98-61 
Account number 50714356 

 
Food collections are still being made at Asda and Co-op in Pershore 
Thank you 
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 Diocese of Worcester Ministry Fund 
Our clergy are amazing! Please help to be able to continue to meet the cost of stipends following 

reduced income due to Covid-19. We want to be able to continue to share the love of God with as 

many people as we can.  

 

Donate Share on Facebook  

 

Story 

As churches and church halls remain closed, parish income is reduced & ‘Parish Share’ contributions, which 

largely pay for our clergy, will decline. The Diocesan Board of Finance has a limited ability to make up the 

shortfall. 

 

Please help us to continue to pay our clergy and support staff throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Please support your local church as your first priority. 

 

If you are able to make an additional gift to this Ministry Fund, you will help our clergy continue to minister 

to our communities during this difficult time. 

 

Each Priest costs £100 a day (stipend, National Insurance and Pension). A gift of £80 would, with Gift Aid, 

fund a person for a day; £560 (with Gift Aid) would cover a week’s costs for one of our clergy. 

  

Every gift of £20, £50 or £100 will make a real difference. 

 

The more we raise, the less we will need from our churches. To make a regular donation, please use Parish 

Giving Scheme, for further details visit: www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/ministry-fund 

Answers: 

1. Salem 

2. David 

3. Exodus 

4. Wisdom 

5. Gideon 

6. In the beginning 

7. Carry the cross of Jesus 

8. Revelation 

9. Seth 

10. River Jordan 

11. Cana 

12. The Ten Commandments 

13. Jochebed 

14. Leviticus 

15. Salome 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

  
Tel: 01386 750203 

Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 
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