Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you

17th May 2020 – Sixth Sunday of Easter
View Inside a Vicarage
Welcome to this week’s edition of the Bredon Hill Group’s Bulletin, and if this is the first time that you
have seen it, then I hope you will enjoy both reading and using it for personal prayer and worship.
It seems strange to think that we have now been in Lockdown for over 8 weeks; And as I write this article, I
guess we are all still looking for that clarification from the government on how their approach to easing the
country will work. The new slogan to “Stay Alert” certainly starts to pave a way for many people to move
around and work with a little more flexibility than we have seen over the last 2 months. However, the lack of
detail in the Prime Minister’s initial statement has left many confused and concerned about mixed messages
about the way different parts of the United Kingdom will be affected.
The Church of England, and the Bishop of Worcester, have now given permission for clergy, and where
appropriate a member of their family for the purposes of assisting in the recording of worship, to go into our
churches and lead prayer or a service of worship; Therefore, for the first time since the start of Lockdown
this last week, I have this week said Morning Prayer in Holy Trinity, Eckington, on behalf of all our
churches.
It was an experience that was both strange and lovely; Wonderful to be once again in a house of worship and
free to pray, but strange that this house of God, a shelter and place of spiritual comfort and worship for so

many, could still only be entered into by myself. Surely this solitary and lonely experience is not what is
desired or understood on what Church is intended to be.
Of course, it is not, I hear you say. Our churches are supposed to be accessible and open to all, and under
normal circumstances, we take much pleasure in the knowledge that many of our churches remain open and
can be visited by anyone who passes by.
Therefore, is the Church sending out its own mixed message by the closure of its buildings?
Some would argue we are; However, if as Christians, we are defined only by our church buildings, then we
are not following the example of Christ, who moved away from the Temple, and went out into the margins
of society, where He met the sick, the suffering, the widows and the poor. As His followers, we are called to
be a sent people, a people who move away from the familiar comfort of our churches out into the potentially
uncomfortable and often challenging places; And it is here where we often find ourselves engaging in
conversations with others which can both disrupt our thinking and opinions, but which help build up
relationships and the hope of leading others to Christ.
Last week, many of us will have taken part in the wonderful and very moving celebrations in
commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of VE day. Whilst socially distancing, we were able to enjoy small
garden parties, meeting people that we may not normally talk to. I was therefore struck by how such a
momentous even in history, has now, some 75 years later, caused us to come together as communities to talk
to each other, to share experiences, to celebrate and to develop relationships, whilst still being involved in a
war of a different type, where the enemy is unseen but ever present.
Therefore, as we start to think about how we may come eventually out of Lockdown, and start to once more
have services in our churches, albeit very slowly, I wonder
whether we will view our churches as being closed communities, open to only a few, or whether we will,
during this strange time, have had the opportunity to build relationships with new people, who we can then
encourage to join us in our church buildings and services.
I am currently trialling with a few people from the church community of the Elmley Castle benefice, some
services which are being held via Zoom, and we hope that from next week, we may be able to offer at least
one Compline mid-week service via Zoom. If people would like to join us for this service, then please email
me and we will add you onto the Zoom invitation list. Numbers will I’m afraid be limited, so it will be a
case of first come first served. However, should there be sufficient interest in this, then we will try and set
up another service at a different time.
Having access to the church has also now enabled me to record a service from the church, and all being well,
I am hoping that I will be able to lead a service of Holy Communion, which will then be uploaded onto You
Tube and which can be accessed through the churches website or local Facebook Noticeboard pages.
However, for people who cannot access the technology, then I still encourage you to use the readings,
reflection and prayers outlined in this Bulletin or to listen to the lovely service on Radio 4 at 8.10am in the
morning or Sunday Morning Worship on the Television. They have the benefit of music, hymns and are still
some of the most reflective of ways to engage in worship, whilst we cannot be together.
Finally I would just remind everyone that this weekend is the end of Christian Aid week, and for many of us,
this week is traditionally a time when we give to this wonderful charity seeking to end poverty across the
world, through making a donation in envelopes posted through our letterboxes. Obviously this is not
possible this year; However, please do not let this put you off from giving; And if you are able to access the
internet, then please go onto the Christian Aid website, where they will be very grateful for any donation
you can make electronically (https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ChristianAid)

Therefore, in these strange times, let us be Church together, whether this is through the local conversations
we have as meet others in the street, or by making donations to a charity seeking to help some of the most
vulnerable in society. In this way we can all still be a community of Christian believers who seek to witness
to their faith through their actions; Not merely by attendance in a church building, however beautiful and
appreciated it is. For being Church is not a solitary experience, but is one which is shared through the faith
and love we have in Christ and which unites us and binds us all together, wherever we are.
May God bless and protect you this week in all that you do.

Allison
Reverend Allison Davies
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the Bredon Hill Group

PS Also, if you are aware that there is anyone who does not currently receive the Bulletin but who would
like it to be sent to them through an email, then please contact Rachel Tebbatt at the following address:
the.tebbatts@btinternet.com

VE Day Photos

A picture of Margot Dryden raising the Union Flag at St Giles, Bredon
"This flag last flew in anger during the D Day landings in June 1944. I
understand it was recovered by Margot's father from his ship when they
had safely disembarked their contingent of troops. Very poignant on this
anniversary day."
Peter Whitehead, churchwarden at Bredon

The banner was made by the Sagar family, who so beautifully decorated
outside the church, and so our thanks to them for so poignant a display

Decorated houses in Eckington

Principal service based on Holy Communion for Sixth Sunday of Easter
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Sunday 17 May 2020

Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us
to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
Post Communion
God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. Amen

Reading: 1 Peter 3: 13-22

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for
the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when
you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is
better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ
also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to
the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,
during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to
God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
Reading: Acts 17: 22-31
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in
every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found
among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown,
this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he
made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have
our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art
and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.”

Reading: John 14: 15-21
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. “I will
not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will
see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me,
and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who
love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Reflection for Sixth Sunday of Easter 2020

Rogation Sunday 17th May
In recent weeks those shops, which have been open, have run out of seeds. People have been buying
lettuce, radish, tomatoes, kidney beans, potatoes and all sorts of greens. Many have had to order online
which has been the only way to obtain them. This is surely a good sign because many people, who are able
to, are planting seeds in their gardens and making the best use of pots and trays in order to grow food. A
good number of people have allotments and large gardens, but many have to make do with windowsills
and the small amount of space that they have. Fortunately the weather has been ﬁne and it will be exciting
to wait and watch for them to grow.
As a child I was very fond of Rogation Sunday because I was in the church choir from the age of seven and
on this particular Sunday we would get as far as the sermon, in the service of morning prayer, and then go
out in procession, followed by the congregation, around the village. We would stop at various ﬁelds,
wheat, vegetables, hay, and a ﬁeld of cows and allotments. At these various places we prayed for God's
blessing on the crops which had been planted, and all the animals that provided us with milk and meat,
and would pray for farmers and gardeners who grew our food.
Also on my visits to Tanzania It has been particularly noticeable that most people have at least a small strip
of land and a few animals including a cow, which meant that the population was connected with the earth
and hugely dependent on the weather for the production of their food.
Rogation reminds us of our dependence on God for life and the importance of cooperating with the laws of
nature for the provision of our food.
In our reading Saint Paul in Athens tells them that he noticed an inscription to an “unknown God” and he
goes on to say this is the “God who made the world and everything in it who is Lord of heaven and earth, in
whom we live and move and have our being.”
Today at this particularly diﬃcult time we give thanks and pray for farmers and all those who produce our
food and those who transport it to the shops and bring us the harvest of other lands to enjoy.
At this time to we remember those who are delivering our food especially to those who are unable to go
out. We give thanks for the generosity and kindness of our shopkeepers, neighbours and friends.
+Michael

Prayers for 17th May 2020
Blessed are you, Lord our God, for out of your love you have made all things. You have come to us and give
yourself to us; Help us to be aware of your love in our lives and to give ourselves to you in love, and in
doing your will. Blessed are you, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Almighty and merciful God, from you comes every good and perfect gift. On this Rogation Sunday, we ask
you to bless our land such that it may bring forth abundant fruits and crops in due season. We pray for all
those who labour in farms and market gardens, and we give thanks for all that they do to bring food to our
shops and to our tables. Recognising that you are a God who provides for us so generously, may we for ever
lift our hearts in grateful praise.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer

Creator God, as we acknowledge our beautiful planet, we do not currently see borders and battle lines,
religions and rivalries, different coloured countries and age-old hatreds. We see a world of common causes,
and a single people battling against an invisible enemy of the Corona Virus. Build up our confidence in a
vision of healing, peace, equality and human flourishing, so that war becomes a relic of the past and
reconciliation, and one healed world becomes the goal of every nation. We pray for all world leaders
seeking a way through this terrible pandemic, for the decisions which they take which has an impact on the
lives of so many and we pray that a vaccine may soon be found. We thank you for all people working on the
frontline of fighting this virus, and we ask for your protection on them and on all that they do.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Lord of the Church, we thank you for our churches, and especially for those in this diocese of Worcester;
We thank you for people who have flowed in and out of their doors over so many years, faithful or
searching, joyful or sad, hopeful or anxious. At this time when our church building are closed, may people
still find a way to your loving presence through the actions of your people on earth. Bless Lord, John Bishop
of Worcester, Martin, Bishop of Dudley, Archdeacons Robert and Nicki, all clergy and authorised lay
ministers across this diocese seeking to be your witnesses and sharing your good news. We pray especially
for the churches in the Bredon Hill Group and ask that you continue to strengthen and support all within
these communities, when we can no longer be physically present together.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Heavenly Father, who through your Son, Jesus Christ, called his followers to “love God and love your
neighbour”. In this week of Christian Aid, bless all who the work for that organisation, such that sponsoring
churches and many others may be encouraged to respond to Christ’s command to care for all in need,
through the giving of financial donations; And may all monies raised then be used wisely, so we may have
the confidence and hope that poverty can be ended, despite all that might stand in the way.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our prayer
Lord, we bring you all those to us who are suffering in mind, body or soul, and we remember especially
those ill with the Corona Virus, and those who are in our local hospitals, hospices and care homes. We
remember those known to us and ask that your peace and love will surround them, bringing them healing,
comfort and strength.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our Prayer
Lord, we thank you for those who have travelled before us on the way of the cross and are now at peace in
your eternal presence. We pray especially for those who have died this week, or who are facing the end of
their journey here on earth. Help us to live our lives in the assurance of your promise, that this road of faith
will lead to your kingdom, and when our time comes, we pray that we will rise with all those saints who
have gone.
Lord in your mercy
Hear our Prayer
Lord finally we pray for ourselves, for our families and all those for whom we care. In these days of
lockdown, may you bless our homes, our relationships with each other, and all those activities in which we
will engage in the coming days, so that in all things, your risen Son may be glorified, now and for ever.
Merciful Lord, accept these prayers for the sake of your risen Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

Please pray for the ill (especially at this time for Richard Clements, Anthony Hallett, Marianne Bridges and
Barbara Milton) the isolated, hospital and medical research staff, and all those working on the frontline.
and those who have died. We pray also for those who have died, for those whose anniversary of death falls
at this time, and for all who have been bereaved.
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy.
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Roberta Cleland,
Howard Russell, Margaret Wilkinson and Charles Bigland-Gibbons.

Ascension Day – Thursday 21st May
Revd Allison will be recording a communion service at Holy Trinity which will be uploaded
to Youtube at 11am. Further details to follow.

Fruit and Vegetable Quiz (answers at the end of the bulletin)

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from
the Church of England at the end of a telephone line.
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those
unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind.

“With many in our country on lockdown, it’s important that we support those who are feeling lonely and
isolated, whatever age they are." Archbishop Justin Welby
Options available include materials also available digitally by the Church of England’s Communications
team such as Prayer During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a
recording of the Church of England weekly national online service.
A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option entitled
‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the Connections group.
Downloadable resources include logos and posters to help publicise this free service to those who need it
most. The link for this is https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line

Prayer diary – May

22 Apr 2020 By Sam Setchell

Recent events have meant that many of our prayer diary entries are out of date. We will therefore be issuing
monthly pdf updates. Download the updated prayer diary for May 2020.
Updated prayers will also be available on our website 'prayer for the day' and our social media
streams.

Upcoming events in May 2020
Wed 20th

Pershore Deanery Archdeacon’s Visitation by phone

Pershore Foodbank
Due to the coronavirus, our churches have had to suspend the collection of
food items for the Foodbank. However, we would still encourage you to donate,
by giving money in lieu of food gifts. Therefore, if you can help, please send
directly to:
Pershore Foodbank
Sort code 20-98-61
Account number 50714356
Food collections are still being made at Asda and Co-op in Pershore
Thank you

Diocese of Worcester Ministry Fund
Our clergy are amazing! Please help to be able to continue to meet the cost of stipends following
reduced income due to Covid-19. We want to be able to continue to share the love of God with as
many people as we can.
Donate Share on Facebook
Story
As churches and church halls remain closed, parish income is reduced & ‘Parish Share’ contributions, which
largely pay for our clergy, will decline. The Diocesan Board of Finance has a limited ability to make up the
shortfall.
Please help us to continue to pay our clergy and support staff throughout the Covid-19 pandemic.
Please support your local church as your first priority.
If you are able to make an additional gift to this Ministry Fund, you will help our clergy continue to minister
to our communities during this difficult time.
Each Priest costs £100 a day (stipend, National Insurance and Pension). A gift of £80 would, with Gift Aid,
fund a person for a day; £560 (with Gift Aid) would cover a week’s costs for one of our clergy.
Every gift of £20, £50 or £100 will make a real difference.
The more we raise, the less we will need from our churches. To make a regular donation, please use Parish
Giving Scheme, for further details visit: www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/ministry-fund

Answers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

carrot
avocado
lemon
cauliflower
sweet potato
parsnip
onion
leek
aubergine
sweetcorn
fennel
kiwi
broccoli
peppers
mango
pineapple
radish
pumpkin
asparagus
watermelon
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