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"Grass is the cheapest plant to
install and the most expensive to
maintain."
- Pat Howell

Minister’s Message
July has always been a special month in our family – several family
birthdays, my wedding anniversary and normally the end of the
academic year which gives way to the long summer holiday. Yes, it
is also usually the time when many school examinations take place,
but this is quite soon forgotten by the prospect of much anticipated
summer holidays. The weather is also usually warm, or even hot, at
least in part of the month, and friends of mine always used to joke
that it was always sunny on my birthday, when we would have the
opportunity to enjoy an annual summer’s barbeque.
This year, however, July will be different, and although birthdays and wedding anniversaries will
still happen with dates marked on our calendars, celebrations will take place in other ways.
Whether we can still have our annual barbeque in the vicarage in Eckington will not only be
dependent on whether the government lifts the restrictions on how we can socialise together, but
on whether the weather is fair or not.
July 15th, as many of you will know, is St. Swithin’s Day, when people watch the weather,
because, as tradition says, whatever the weather is like on St. Swithin’s Day, will be the weather
patten for the next 40 days. In fact, there is even a weather rhyme, dating back to Elizabethan times,
which says:'St. Swithin's day if thou dost rain
For forty days it will remain
St. Swithin's day if thou be fair
For forty days 'twill rain nae mair.'
St. Swithin was a Saxon Bishop of Winchester, who became famous for his charitable gifts and the
building of churches. However, legend has it, that as the bishop lay on his deathbed, he asked to be
buried out of doors, where he could be trodden and rained on. I have to say that I’m not sure as to
what the purpose of this was, but for nine years his wishes were followed. After this time, however,
the monks of Winchester attempted to remove his remains to a splendid shrine inside the cathedral
on 15th July 971. But, according to legend, there was a heavy rain storm either during the
ceremony or on its anniversary, and this led to the old wives' tale about the weather on St Swithin’s
Day.
Data from the Met Office is said to have proven, by testing on 55 occasions, that this old wives' tale
is nothing other than a myth. However, I’m sure that in spite of this many of us will still be
watching what the weather is like on 15th July.
But, we are told in the Bible that God is creator of the world, and in Deuteronomy 28:12, it says
“the Lord will open to you his good treasury, the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season
and to bless all the work of your hands.” God will therefore continue to bless His people and all
that we do.
This surely is the hope of all farmers and gardeners, especially after such a lovely dry Spring, and
we give thanks for all they do in producing the food we rely on. But this is also a tremendous
encouragement to all of us, when so much of our world seems uncertain and fragile. Whatever the
weather, whatever the circumstances we are facing in life, God will continue to watch over and
bless His children and all that they do. This is not some lightweight and half hearted promise, said
to make people feel better in that moment of time, but then to be forgotten. No, God’s words are
true and eternal – they will not waver dependent on the colour of our skin, our age, gender or
academic ability, because God is faithful, and His mercy endues for ever. This was proved when
He sent His Son to die on a cross and to rise to life again for all people, a sacrifice born out of love
and care for His children. We need to hold onto this promise and when the sunshine seems to have
disappeared from our lives, and all we seem to see are the storm clouds and threatening rain, then
we must seek the rainbow, that expression of hope, which assures us when the rain has passed,
there will be sunshine once again.
So, perhaps we can all hope for sunshine on 15th July, but if not, let’s not be too disappointed, but
instead, as we gaze on the rain, let us remember this is a sign that God is still with us and that He
will continue to bless His children for ever.
May you all enjoy a wonderful summer everyone, whatever you will be doing.
Allison
Associate Priest to the Churches of the Bredon Hill Group
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Our July issue of the magazine is online-only again. Many thanks for all the positive comments
on the June issue. It made all the work worthwhile.
At the moment we don’t know the situation for August, but I think we should assume that this will
also be online-only. The printer is located by the vestry in Beckford church and as it will only be
opening for private worship for a limited number of days from July 7th, I doubt that printing will be
possible in time to have the August edition ready for delivery by the end of July.
Don’t forget, you should be able to use any links to directly access websites.
Whether we have another online version or the usual printed issue in August (and beyond), if
you would like to send me any offerings for the next, or subsequent issues, that would be much
appreciated. I was beginning to think that I would not have sufficient content to produce this
issue but readers have come to my rescue. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this
edition. Please send any contributions to: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk.
The usual deadline of the 16th has been extended to the 21st while we are only producing an
online copy.
Many thanks in anticipation,
Chris Godfrey (Editor)
The online magazine is available at:
https://ashtonunderhill.org.uk/ - scroll down to ‘Village Publications’ and select
& https://teddington-and-alstone-village-hall.org.uk/
It is also on each of our five churches’ ‘A Church Near You’ websites.

Don’t forget, If you would like to ‘join in worship’ while in your own home then
you can access via Revd. Allison Davies’ video:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_C1Jt9VlU32DdI5Zy1g0Fg
If you would like to receive Allison’s weekly BHG bulletin please e-mail her at:
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com
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Reawakening……….in Beckford
It will be general knowledge that, after what was apparently the first enforced closure of our
churches since 1208 in the time of King John, permission was given for their reopening – for
private prayer only – from 15th June. In a pan-diocesan Zoom meeting for one hundred
churchwardens, with the two Archdeacons, Archdeacon Robert Jones stressed that the given
date was “permission” and not “compulsion”, as the authorities realised that not all churches
could move at the same rate.
The three-month closure has not been kind to our own church and the
effects and evidence of multiple non-human occupation was manifest in the
building, which was already some 70 years old at the last closure, having
been built in the reign of King Stephen (whose coat of arms is believed to
have included a centaur – possibly the reason for the mysterious emblem
carved on the north pillar of the tower arch).
It was evident that a systematic deep-clean
would have to be carried out before we could
open and the church committee has
arranged for that to be done in early July – a
procedure expected to take 2-3 days. A high
-level clean will be undertaken throughout: to
the height of the main walls in nave and
chancel, and to the ceilings of the vestry,
kitchen and porch. The stone floor will be
steam-cleaned and sanitised, while all the
windows will be cleaned inside and out and
all carpets, kneelers and seat pads in the
nave will also be cleaned. Once completed,
the lovely old building will be in a greatly enhanced condition when it
welcomes people back inside. The photos show the church stripped, ready for its deep clean
prior to reopening. Quite evocative to see it in its basic form, the plain altar and wooden cross
with no adornment.

Of course such thorough cleaning comes at considerable cost – at a
time when our income has been hugely reduced – so should anybody
feel inspired to contribute by way of donation, that would be very
welcome! Such donations would be recorded – anonymously if desired
– in the new Benefactors’ Book now in its final stages of preparation for
display, on a page memorialising the extraordinary time we have all
been living through. Please speak to Treasurer Pam Grice or
Churchwarden David Carvill (see directory page for details).
And so, the culmination of all this activity will see Beckford church reopen – for private prayer
only- on two days a week starting on Tuesday 7th July from 10am to 12 noon, and on
Friday 10th July from 2-4pm – a pattern which will be repeated in the following weeks and
we very much look forward to seeing folk returning inside their church in the near future.
The limited opening is necessary as, in early days at least, there must be a steward on duty,
and a gap of 72 hours between openings eliminates the risk of lingering virus which cannot
survive that long, and so reduces the need for cleaning. Hand sanitiser will be available at the
door and must be used on entry and a list of those entering, with contact number, must be
maintained.
Access will be restricted to a limited number of seats in the chancel and due to
social-distancing no more than four people will be able to be present at one time. The nave
pews will not be in use for the time being.
Whilst we realise such limited access is far from ideal, it is a first step back along the road
towards a more recognisable pattern of worship and we hope that one day soon we shall see
public worship taking place again as it has done in Beckford church for the last 900 years.
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ST BARBARA’S CHURCH - A general round up of village life.
We are glad to say that St Barbara’s Church will be open again from
June 19th. This will be almost three months since the sad closure in March.
We are open three days a week to start with, observing guidelines:
Tuesday, Friday, and Sunday from 10am to 5pm. It will probably be the
case that this can be extended as rules seem to change frequently, but one
doesn’t know. Services are not yet envisaged, so it really is ‘wait and see’.
We have given the building a good clean and sort out, perhaps this was
well overdue! We have tried to maintain a welcoming atmosphere, following guidelines as far
as we can. It will be lovely to have the church open and the bells rung again. Anyone is
welcome to come in for a quiet time of reflection.
Elsewhere Ashton First School is back with a lot of adjustment inside, and small groups of
children are to be seen out and about engaged in outdoor school activities.
Open Gardens has put a ‘virtual tour’ of Ashton Gardens on line.
It is well worth watching. Thanks to Kate Enright for putting this
together from all the various formats which came in to her – no
easy task. To note: the weekend weather would have played its
usual tricks with unsettled showers after such a glorious spell of
warmth in the spring. 2021 will be a good year we hope.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yHN1fVI9CpU&feature=youtu.be
The WI ladies have been busy. Marjy has been making scrubs for the PPE effort. The Book
Group has been meeting on Zoom. The baby blankets are ready for the neo-natal unit but we
have to think how to get them there. Joan Richmond has helped Judith finish off the sewing
up with her crochet skills deployed to make the edging. We have kept in touch with our
members as best we can, via email or letter, but holding meetings is going to be problematic
for the time being. Even the statutory Annual Meeting has not been held yet. On the plus side,
Jane has rolled over the programme of speakers as several were keen still to come, so we can
look forward to hearing them next year. Judith has offered to hold a garden meeting in
August, with distancing possible. The tea may be less in scope than usual but the social
contact will be worth it. The committee had a first get-together in Jen’s garden - 2 metres
apart of course – to think about how to proceed when normal life returns.
Lastly a thanks to all who have helped keep up the community spirit in Ashton by shopping,
collecting medicine and in many small ways.
While looking for the link to the Open Gardens virtual tour - see above - I came across the
following records on Facebook of two celebrations in Ashton - the party for the
Coronation of Elizabeth II and the Silver Jubilee events.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTy-IZPwnz4
Maybe you remember one or both of these occasions and are in the films? If you would
like to share your reminiscences/photos of either please e-mail me at
christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk.
Chris Godfrey, Editor
Ashton Plant Sale for Christian Aid
Our recent mini plant sale enabled David and me to send £100 to
Christian Aid.
Many thanks to friends who nobly relieved me of plants and made a
contribution to the total. Gift Aid will boost this to £120.
Although it is only about half our usual contribution it is still welcome
in current times.
Judith Hunter
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Many thanks to Roger Palmer for sending the following poem, one
of his favourites from his late teenage years.
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TEWKESBURY FOODBANK NEWS

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on Tewkesbury Foodbank

The Tewkesbury Foodbank has been impacted by the Covid-19
pandemic but fortunately demand for its services is not as severe as
elsewhere in the UK. That said, it continues to provide food parcels (of
balanced foods, sufficient for 3 days) to people in need and over the summer holidays it will
provide food to families to replace free school meals, which have been missed by many
children during the pandemic.
It is perhaps worth pointing out that significant summer fund-raising activities for the Foodbank,
such as selling drinks at Three Choirs Concerts at Tewkesbury Abbey, will not happen this year
and so the need for financial donations will continue. Donations may be made via the website:
https://tewkesbury.foodbank.org.uk/
The following items are urgently needed:
●Tinned stewing steak or mince ●Tinned peas or carrots
●Sponge puddings
●Fruit squash
●Tinned ham and corned beef
●Nappies sizes 5 and 6
●Custard
●Pasta sauces
●Chocolate spread
●Peanut butter
Please leave any items in the church porches in Alstone and Teddington and they will be
collected weekly by the Foodbank van.

Thank you,
Mary James, Teddington

The following amusing poem contribution was sent by Graham Galer of Beckford.
In early April I became involved in a Poem Exchange, a kind of chain letter where you
sent a poem to an unknown person, and eventually got one back from a different
unknown person. Here is the memorable poem I received:
The Cats' Protection League
Roger McGough
Midnight. A knock at the door.
Open it? Better had.
Three heavy cats, mean and bad.
They offer protection. I ask, 'What for?'
The Boss-cat snarls, 'You know the score.
Listen man and listen good
If you wanna stay in the neighbourhood,
Pay your dues or the toms will call
And wail each night on the backyard wall.
Mangle the flowers, and as for the lawn
a smelly minefield awaits you at dawn.'
These guys meant business without a doubt
Three cans of tuna, I handed them out.
They then disappeared like bats into hell
Those bad, bad cats from the CPL.
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LEARNING THE ROPES AS A NAVAL WIFE
Imagine my consternation to be told, in the middle of our honeymoon, that my
brand new husband would be off to sea for a month shortly after we arrived in
Edinburgh, where we were to live. David was in the Fishery Protection Squadron,
based at Rosyth, near Edinburgh and as it was 1962 the so-called Cod War
between Britain and Iceland was in full swing, and he was likely to be at sea a
good deal. The prospect of being left on my own in a strange city, in a flat I had
never seen, didn’t seem to be the most romantic start to married life. However, I
was a soldier’s daughter so knew better than to complain too much.
Unlike the other two services, naval families don’t live within a base. Married quarters are provided, but they
tend to be on naval housing estates which can be several miles from a dockyard and not on the most
convenient sites. When we married in 1962 naval officers were not supposed to marry under 25, and they
had to have their commanding officer’s permission to do so. Added to that they did not qualify for a married
quarter so had to find their own accommodation. David was 22, so we had to fend for ourselves. It seemed
sensible to live in Edinburgh where I could find a job, and hopefully there would be plenty for us to do when
David was ashore. At that stage we didn’t have a car so being near a bus route was important for both of us.
David managed to find a flat in one of the ‘posher’ areas of Edinburgh, with shops just around the corner.
But posh the flat was not. He had to co-opt his long-suffering mother to travel from Northumberland to help
him clean it up before I got there. It consisted of three rooms on the first floor, a shared bathroom, no central
heating and a formidable landlady who lived next door. It was furnished and our bedroom boasted a set of
white wooden furniture inset with fake Wedgewood ovals sporting rampant nymphs! We could never
understand why the bed felt so unsafe until my parents visited us and my father discovered the base was
upside down! There was a coal fire in the sitting room, with the coal box on the landing, and a meagre gas
fire in the kitchen. This had a small cooking stove, a sink and a vast mahogany chest of drawers that had
seen better days. Wallpaper was either the dreaded analglypta or dark Victorian with huge flowers. The
sitting room had linen half curtains across the bottom of the windows which made it incredibly dark. I took
them down to the outrage of our landlady who was concerned that the neighbours would think she didn’t
‘provide’.
The only telephone was in the hall downstairs, and the ground floor flat was inhabited by three veterinary
students in their final year. They were good fun and always up for a coffee, but our landlady felt it was
‘unseemly’ for me to fraternise with them when David was at sea. She confronted him one day by the front
gate to tell him that she thought he should know his wife was ‘seeing a good deal of the veterinarys’,
to which he happily replied “I know, they’re coming to lunch”!
As I had had secretarial training I was able to pick up temporary jobs while David was at
sea and worked variously for The Episcopal Church of Scotland (very dry), a whisky
export firm at Leith docks (a lot less dry), Basil Spence Architects and the Northern
Lighthouse Board. In those days we had to speak to the various lighthouses every day,
and once they discovered I was newly married and which ship David was in, I had some
serious teasing when the ship was spotted returning from patrol. Luckily, I found the
broader Scots hard to understand!
We had a lot of fun when David was around. We went off on
one of our first weekends to buy some much needed cleaning equipment, and I
became the proud possessor of a large, heavy Electrolux cylinder vacuum cleaner,
complete with its own wooden box. Add to that two flowery pinafores and I felt like a
proper housewife! We explored Edinburgh, went dancing on Saturday nights in a
dance hall with a live band, and of course went to various parties on board other
ships in the dockyard. To start with it was pretty lonely when David was away, but I
made some good friends with people I worked with, and kept myself busy trying to
improve the flat by making new curtains for our bedroom, cushions for the sitting
room and so on.
My parents came up to visit for the Edinburgh Festival, which luckily coincided with
David being on leave, and then we all went up to the Highlands for a few days.
Sadly, our first experience of living in Scotland came to an abrupt end in the new year. David was due to go
on a three month patrol, I was expecting our first baby and was far from well and the weather forecast was
appalling. My doctor decided I shouldn’t be living on my own, so it was decided that David would take me
down to his parents, and then return to Edinburgh and pack up our flat with the help of his brother.
That was in January 1963, David went to sea and I was snowed up with my parents-in-law until the end of
March! A very different sort of lock down!
Caroline Marsh
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The following article was sent by Susan Hopkins.
Wishfully thinking, as I am sure many of us are, of holidays to blue skies, calm seas and new
adventures, prompts me to write of our visits to another St Barbara’s church.
One of our favourite Greek islands is
Skopelos where there are many beautiful
churches and chapels to visit. It has
become a “must” to always go and visit
the Monastery of Agios Vavara high up in
the hills above Skopelos town. There are
no monks or nuns there now but the lady
who is the custodian always greets us
warmly. With our very limited Greek we
have tried to explain that our church in
England is also dedicated to St. Barbara.
This inevitably leads to much hugging and kissing of cheeks.
The monastery was built in 1648 and is the oldest of forty on the island. It typically resembles
a fortress from outside but stepping through the doorway you enter a peaceful courtyard with
flowering plants and fragrant herbs. The fifteenth century church pre-dates the monastery
and is a single aisle basilica with a dome. There are notable fifteenth century frescoes and the
iconostasis is particularly fine.
On leaving we are offered the traditional loukoumi to eat and have fresh basil leaves pressed
into our hands. With more hugging and kissing we take our leave, until the next time.
It would be interesting to hear of other St Barbara’s
that people have come across on their travels.
If you do have any visits to relate please e-mail christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk

Icon depicting the
life of St Barbara
bought from the
monastery

Page 9

Charity Number 1119366

200 CLUB Subscriptions
This is just a reminder that the 200 Club subscriptions will be due soon.
In case anyone hasn’t heard of the Nature Reserve 200 Club, the Trustees
would like to invite local people to join in our most important fund-raising activity
which is the 200 Club. Anyone can buy numbered tickets costing £25 each
which entitle them to be entered into each monthly draw over one year. There
are 5 prizes each month at present but the number of prizes depends upon the
number of members, so the more members, the more prizes!
We rely upon the money raised to pay for essential maintenance including,
among other things, tree felling and repairing benches. In addition public liability
insurance and an annual fee to the local council for providing and clearing the
dog waste bin adds to our costs.
The website, https://www.beckfordnature.org.uk/ has details of the work that
is being done on the reserve and enquiries about joining the 200 Club can be
made to the administrators, Jayne and Dave Allchurch, whose telephone
number is 01386 881282.
The SSSI - Site of Special Scientific Interest - needs your help.
Well, Beckford Nature Reserve has certainly earned its place in our hearts this
past few months. As well as a “Haven of peace and quiet in a busy world” for
humans, the SSSI has become a popular haven for the solo bees and other arid
loving creatures, but unfortunately the sand martins have not yet returned.
The SSSI at Beckford, a formal conservation designation, is designated a Site
of Special Scientific Interest controlled by Natural England and looked after by
the reserve trustees. To gain an in depth understanding of the development of
this significant geological site go to beckfordnature.org.uk or Herefordshire and
Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust
https://www.beckfordnature.org.uk/
http://www.earthheritagetrust.org/pub/
Although of great interest and significance, the SSSI is very fragile and eroding
very quickly. The ideal would be to have the full face clear from top the bottom
so that people can see the structure. Unfortunately wind, rain, and animal
damage, including humans who try to climb it, and gravity are eroding it ever
faster. (See photos on the next page.)The face is now about 5 metres from the
northern boundary with Overbury Estate field. Allowing the slope at its base to
develop, as nature intended, would help to protect it. We are in discussions with
Natural England to find a solution.
We would like to develop an historic record of the SSSI for future scholars
to view. To do this we need photographs of it from the time it was the
football field/garden of the monastery to the present day. If you have any,
please could we have copies to set up the display for the hide and to put
onto the web site.
Please look and admire but leave the fragile face to the bees.
Tina Brown, Warden BNR - please contact me via the web site.
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The SSSI in the past

The SSSI now
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Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd
The hall may look closed for COVID-19, as indeed it is, but a lot is going
on!
In the Old Social Club, the Kemerton Early Years pre-school has begun
occupation, with not only pre-school children, but also some school-age
children of key workers. We had anticipated that they would stay until
the end of July, but it is now looking possible that they will need to stay
longer, due to delay in completing the work at Kemerton Village Hall which has brought about
their need to move. We are delighted to be able to help, and also, of course, to find a good
use for the otherwise empty Old Social Club.
Tennis and croquet players are playing again, with restrictions. Ashton Junior footballers hope
to resume playing on our fields in the autumn. Ashton Seniors would like to play there as well,
but are limited by the absence of showers: if anyone has any ideas about where and how we
could provide showers for footballers (and tennis players?) please let us know!

Passers by will see that the hall is swathed in scaffolding. We have engaged WP Rendering to
insulate the hall with an exterior coating: the work is expected to take a month, having started
on June 10th. We have a hard-working four-person team who have secured grants from
several sources to pay for the substantial cost of this work. The committee would like to thank
the National Lottery Community Fund Awards For All, Wychavon District
Council, Beckford Parish Council and everyone who has donated and
supported our fundraising events to make this project possible. We are
so grateful! Once finished, the hall will have an attractive new look and,
next winter, users should find it much warmer inside.
You can also follow the progress on the Beckford Village Hall Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/beckfordvillagehall

Some of the team with the cheque for £10,000 from Awards
for All. Left to right: Yo Yates, Dan Hughes (chairman),
Angie Davies, Lucy Griffiths & Jane Durant

This insulation is the second stage of our refurbishment project, the first having been the
replacement of the roof in 2018. Stage 2 also covered replacement of the fascia and soffits,
asbestos gutters, and three external doors, all this having been completed in 2019. Once
further funds have been secured we will move on to Stage 3, internal renovation to lower the
hall ceiling and improving the lighting.
Once the third stage is complete, we shall finally have a hall fully fit for the twenty-first century!
Once the work outside has been completed, it would be the "icing on the cake" to find a
sponsor to renovate the front oak doors. They need TLC.
Can anyone help?

Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd
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BECKFORD WI
Visit to the EnviroSort depot near Worcester
I suspect that like most people, I was a bit suspicious of the final
destination of the contents of the large, household bin that is
designated for materials for recycling. There are constant reminders
of the particular materials that can be placed therein and should you visit another area
the things we can put in for recycling at home are not always the same that can be
recycled in another area! At the back of my mind I thought that the contents probably
just went into landfill.
Just before the lockdown, 17 members of Beckford WI and friends visited the
EnviroSort depot where the materials in the recycling bins provided by Wychavon
Council, are sent for sorting. The depot, operated by Severn Waste Services,
receives, sorts and despatches all the clean, recyclables collected from the kerbside
collections in Worcestershire. The plant has been operational from 2009 and has the
capacity to receive and sort 105,000 tonnes per year.
On arrival, a member of staff took us to a large room and talked us through the
process with the aid of an audiovisual presentation. She explained the types of
materials that can and cannot be recycled and how they should be presented. For
example, cardboard should be flattened but plastic packaging, including bottles should
not. Coloured plastic can be recycled but not black plastic. This is not because of any
intrinsic problem with the material composition but because the conveyor belts are
black and the optical sensors cannot pick up black plastic against the black
background of the belt! Packaging should be rinsed, as too much food waste will
contaminate the process and flies and other insects are attracted by waste food
making the sorting process unpleasant for the staff.
Although much of the sequence of sorting is
mechanised, the initial checking is done by hand as it
passes by on the conveyor belt. Staff remove items
that are obviously not recyclable or that have been
put in by mistake. Lids and labels can be left on
bottles. Once the material has been checked it is then
sorted into cardboard, paper and other materials. A
moving belt takes the cardboard and paper upwards
and the rest move downwards. Then the plastic is
sorted from the metal cans and the metals sorted into aluminium which is
non-magnetic and steel which is. Once the various materials have been sorted, they
are packed together and made into bales. These are then sent on to a variety of
reprocessing companies that reclaim the materials
and make new products from them.
We went and watched the processes from a viewing
gallery and the warehouse was surprisingly free of
odours. We saw the various conveyor belts and the
bales ready for despatch. It was a reassuring visit as
we realised that the mixture of tins, plastic, glass,
cardboard and paper that we put out in the bins really
do get sorted and really do get recycled.
So we left determined to keep up the good work!
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
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News From Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries
Although churches can now open for private prayer, opening hours will change radically over
the next several weeks for most churches.
St Nicholas church in Teddington is now open as normal subject to social distancing, sanitising
and common sense. The church will have a sanitising spray down every evening.
St. Margaret's church in Alstone will be open for private prayer on each Wednesday from
10am to 4pm starting on June 24th. If a Wednesday is not convenient then an alternative day
and/or time may be arranged by contacting either Nick Bentley on 01242 620292 or Anne
Kyle on 01242 620351.

St Nicholas, Teddington - Volunteers Wanted Please
Our local church relies on volunteers to clean and to open and lock up.
Cleaning takes about half an hour and consists of bit of brushing/vacuuming and some
polishing. Ideally, it would be undertaken at the end of the week, prior to the Sunday as
that is when we might have a service. We will show any prospective
volunteer where things are and what needs to be done.
Security. Sounds grander than it is! It just involves opening and
locking up the church every day for your week on the rota. Ideally
open by 9.30am and close late afternoon. The only essential
thing is to ensure you’ve locked no one in! Again any prospective
volunteer will be shown the ropes (no not the bell ropes).
Odd Jobs. There is always the odd job to do around the church. Currently, we have
two jobs on the list which might suit people handy with a paint brush. The smaller of
the two jobs is to refresh the white lines on the steps (outside and possibly inside too)
and the other is to refresh the memorial bench (to Julia, Benjamin and Hannah) at the
rear of the church. It was last tackled by my daughter and me 5+ years ago and now
needs doing again.
If interested in any of these opportunities, please get in touch via email:
kieranjehelan@gmail.com

St Faith’s Church, Overbury
We were delighted to be able to open our church again on Tuesday 16th June for quiet
visits and private prayer. To mark the occasion, Revd Allison Davies came to say
Morning Prayer at St Faith’s and was then available to meet members of the community
who wanted to talk to her. It was so good to have her with us after such a long break and
we look forward to her return visit. A small number of people have come so far but all of
them have expressed great joy in being able to come into the church again.
For the foreseeable future, our opening hours are as follows:
Tuesday: 9:00am – 12 noon
Thursday: 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am – 12 noon
If you are passing and would like to come in, please do. Whether you are a regular
churchgoer, somebody who appreciates the architecture or somebody who values the
peace and regenerative powers that an ancient holy building can provide, you will be very
welcome.
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A Local Family and the Slave Trade
From the early 19th century a branch of the Gist family lived in Dixton and Alstone Manor and
some members of that family are buried in St Margaret’s churchyard, particularly in a now very
delapidated vault tomb at the west end. The Gist fortunes originated with Samuel Gist, an 18th
century Bristol merchant who prospered in Virginia and returned to England, buying
Wormington Grange and many other properties in this area, including Dixton. His adopted heir,
Joseph, and his descendants extended the estates and some moved to Alstone
Manor and were notable benefactors to the village and church. Samuel Gist’s
Virginia “possessions” included, almost inevitably, up to 300 slaves, including
100 under the age of 10. His 1815 will shows that he wished to free his slaves
but acknowledged the difficulties he would have with
the Virginia authorities and accordingly made provision
for their subsequent employment and education,
including instruction in “the Christian religion according
to the protestant doctrine as taught in England”. The
attached picture shows a chair, probably originating in
Wormington Grange, which later came to Alstone Manor and is now
with Mr Michael Gist of Milton Keynes. The chair has a symbolic
vignette showing a slave breaking his chains. It is clear from Samuel’s
will and the message of the chair that the Gist family were on the right
side of the anti-slavery argument in spite of slavery being a significant
contributor to their original wealth.
An Alstone Wall Memorial
On the outside wall at the east end of St Margaret’s is a memorial to Sarah, the daughter of
Edward and Mary Hide of Little Washbourne. The hamlet, then known as Knight’s
Washbourne, had always used Alstone for burials, its inhabitants being aware of the wetness
of the ground round their own ancient chapel and no doubt sharing the gravedigger’s
observation to Hamlet that “your water’s a sore decayer of your whoreson dead body”. So
Sarah, born 25th March 1698, was buried at Alstone on 29th May 1710. Her memorial,
primitively carved and now “by Time’s fell hand defaced”, was probably carved by one of the
Pearts, a family of masons, resident in Alstone since the 16th century. The inscription reads:
Here lyeth ye body
of Sarah ye daughter
of Edward hide of knight.
Washborne buried
May the 29 day
AGED 13 yea.. 170X
A uirgin pu.r lieth bured here
Who was beloued by parents dere
As she went of soe may we di
To live with God eternally
Her “funerals” were probably conducted by Humphrey
Smith, curate of Alstone for over 40 years and living in
Little Washbourne for at least the last few years before
his death in 1714. He would certainly have known the
Hide family who had been one of the poorest in the
parish. In 1663 Robert Jennings, then curate, and two
churchwardens petitioned the Constable of Bredon to
have James Hide of Knight’s Washbourne exempt from
Hearth Tax “being so indigent that he hath little else but
what he gaineth by his daily labour, and having a wife and 3 small children to maintain out of
it”. They testified to his “mean condition and incapacity to pay this tax” and were successful in
gaining exemption. James Hide was Sarah’s grandfather and the memorial seems to indicate
some slight improvement in the family fortunes since their troubles with paying taxes.
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PLAN FOR TEDDINGTON & ALSTONE VILLAGE HALL
Over recent years your Village Hall Committee have worked hard to make the hall a
warm and welcoming space and to greatly improve the facilities. Being very aware that
the toilets are badly in need of improvement and that we should have a proper fully
accessible toilet, over the last few months we have been considering various options of
how this can be achieved. Having looked at no less than 5 plans, and their variations,
we have now settled on the one that causes the least disruption, and uses the existing
footprint. We are extremely grateful to our surveyor, Simon Moore, for his professional
input.
The fully accessible toilet will be at the far end of the current cloakroom, with a baby
changing unit included. The existing gents and two ladies toilets will be converted into
two spacious cubicles, each with its own sink, and will become unisex. To provide
adequate storage, the two existing doors in the storage room will be blocked up and
new double doors installed from the main hall into the store room. This will stop the
store room being a ‘corridor’ and enable the space to be better utilised. It will also
prevent the current ‘collision’ course in the lobby after events with people trying to put
chairs and tables away, while others are collecting coats and trying to leave the hall.
Your Committee have thought long and hard over these plans and hope very much we
have found a solution that will have your backing. It is your hall and all the
improvements undertaken have, we sincerely believe, been for the benefit of all.
Hopefully, we will be able to obtain generous grants to assist us with the cost.
Interestingly, while looking through Village Hall archives, plans were discovered
showing a proposed additional room at the back of the hall. This set us thinking and we
wondered if there would be any call for an extra, modest sized room that could be used
for meetings such as the Village Hall committee, various church committees and
others, as well as for small classes and workshops. With large doors opening into the
main hall it could also be a useful addition to large events, providing extra seating, a
place for serving food, etc. etc. It could also enable a meeting to be held while another
event was held in the main hall.

We should very much like your views on both the plan for the toilet refurbishment, and
the idea of perhaps adding an extra room sometime in the future.
Please contact any member of the Committee and let them know what you think. Their
details are on the village hall website:
https://teddington-and-alstone-village-hall.org.uk/

Teddington & Alstone Village Hall Committee

Congratulations to the winners of the second Lucky Numbers Club 2020 draw held
on 16th June at the Village Hall Committee Meeting.
PRIZE

NUMBER

NAME

£60
£40
£40
£30
£30
£25
£20
£20

17
2
147
202
180
157
106
171

Jan Mallett
Daren O’Leary
Mrs M Healey
Philip Caterer
Jonathan Julyan
Philip Caterer
Sandra Davies
Caroline Edwards
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Sue Carter
Lottery Organiser
01242 620264

The following poem, very apt at the moment, was sent in by Chris Clark of Overbury.

Max Ehrmann was an American lawyer and poet who died in 1945. This poem speaks of peace, a
quiet courage and acceptance of circumstance which we all need at this troubled time.
Reflexions
Let me do my work each day;
and if the darkened hours
of despair overcome me, may I
not forget the strength
that comforted me in the
desolation of other times. May I
still remember the bright
hours that found me walking
over the silent hills of my
childhood, or dreaming on the
margin of the quiet river,
when a light glowed within me,
and I promised my early God
to have courage amid the
tempests of the changing years.
Spare me from bitterness
and from the sharp passions of
unguarded moments. May
I not forget that poverty and
riches are of the spirit.
Though the world know me not,
may my thoughts and actions
be such as shall keep me friendly
with myself. Lift my eyes
from the earth, and let me not
forget the uses of the stars.
Forbid that I should judge others
lest I condemn myself.
Let me not follow the clamour of
the world, but walk calmly
in my path. Give me a few friends
who will love me for what
I am; and keep ever burning
before my vagrant steps
the kindly light of hope. And
though age and infirmity overtake
me, and I come not within
the sight of the castle of my dreams,
teach me still to be thankful
for life, and for time's olden
memories that are good and
sweet; and may the evening's
twilight find me gentle still.
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Throughout the year we are treated to seasonal delights. Whether it be the rosy apples of
October or the purple sprouting in March, there is something to look forward to even in the
bleakest of winter months. There is no season that delivers quite as much an abundance of
delights as July and August. These summer months are those of plenty and we should enjoy
them as much as possible while they last. Eat strawberries by the punnet load and pile up
those crisp green leaves, cherish every ripe and ready radish.
One of my favourite jewels of July is the gooseberry, often overlooked by the more popular
berries, I think that these spiky berries should be centre stage this year. There are lots of
different varieties of gooseberries, but one thing to remember is that while the lovely pink
gooseberry is incredibly sour if eaten straight off the bush, it does make the perfect crumble.
With crumble in mind I am delighted to share with you one of my all time favourite gooseberry
recipes, gooseberry crumble ice cream which you can make with or without an ice cream
machine.
Gooseberry Crumble Ice cream - Serves 8
Ingredients:
Ice cream
300ml Double Cream, 300ml Milk, 3 Eggs
Gooseberry Puree
400g Gooseberries, 50g Sugar
Crumble
70g Plain Flour, 60g Butter, 50g Sugar
Ice Cream
1. Tip the milk and the cream into a pan and place on a medium heat, remove just before it
starts to boil.
2. Crack the eggs into a bowl and whisk in the sugar until the mixture goes pale and fluffy, this
usually takes 2 minutes of beating.
3. Pour in the hot milk and cream whisking as you pour.
4. Return the custard mixture into the pan and on a very low heat, stir for 10 minutes or until
the custard coats the back of the spoon. You will be able to tell if it is ready as when you
run a finger through the back of the spoon the line should hold a little before covering over.
5. Pour the custard into a bowl and leave to cool until the mixture is at room temperature.
Crumble
6. Preheat the oven to 180˚C
7. Combine all the ingredients for the crumble into a bowl and rub the butter into the dry
ingredients so that it forms little balls of dough, around the size of a pea. If it is more like
the consistency of bread crumbs scrunch it together in your hands to form larger pieces.
Sprinkle over a lined baking tray and bake for 10 minutes or until golden
8. Set to one side to cool.
Gooseberry Puree
9. Top and tail the gooseberries then tip into a large heavy based pan with the sugar and 3
tbsp of water or elderflower cordial
10. Place on a medium heat and stir until the gooseberries start to break down and burst when
pressed with the back of a spoon.
11. Blitz in a food processor or with a handheld blender then pass through a sieve to remove
the seeds
12. Set to one side to cool.
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Ice cream Assembly
Ice cream Machine:

13. Pour the custard into your machine and turn on, churn until the ice

cream starts to set and turns into a soft scoop.
14. Whilst churning pour in the gooseberry puree and then the crumble
15. Turn off and tip the ice cream into a container, leave to set for a
minimum of 2 hours.
No Machine:
16. Pour the custard into a freezer proof container and place in the
freezer
17. After 30 minutes, use a fork to break up the crystals which have
started to form, repeat this process every 30 minutes for 2 hours (4 times in total)
18. Then fold in the gooseberry and crumble, set for 1 hour before serving.
www.alicethroughtheyear.com

Many thanks to Alice Robertson for sending this recipe.
Hope some of you enjoy trying it out.

Due to the coronavirus-related regulations our players
have not yet been allowed to start playing actual
matches, but members are now at
least allowed to practise in the
outside nets, as long as they book
beforehand and as directed by the English Cricket Board.
Sadly, no cricket games will be played at Overbury until the
situation changes.

Dave Devereux (Chair) : 01684 850329 / 07949 648372

Need greetings cards for birthday, anniversary, sympathy etc and
not able to get to the shops?
Choose from a lovely selection of designs by British artists
produced in this country. Also, paper craft and colouring
to occupy your time or give for a gift.
“Send a card, deliver a smile!”

More details from Caroline Edwards, Independent Flamingo Partner ID24086
Melrose, Walnut Bank Drive,Teddington Tel: 01242 620775
calbut@uwclub.net
Website: www.flamingopaperie.co.uk/web/carolineedwards2

ADVERTISEMENT PAGES
A reminder to take a few minutes to look at our latest
advertisement pages.
We have a couple of vacant spaces so please contact Jean Croft
on 01386 881230 or email jeancroft10@gmail.com for information
if you are interested in advertising in one of them.
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Weather Diary

We all know that the weather over the past few years has changed drastically, not
only are we getting more extremes – high temperatures, drought and flooding, but
also the forecasting for our small area has been unreliable to say the least. This is
presumably due to our location situated between the Cotswolds and Bredon Hill.
My interest in the weather goes back many years and we have been monitoring the
weather in detail since 2006, using the weather station located at the end of our
garden next to the field. The data collected since 2012 has been automatically
loaded onto our website for everyone to see, and since 2018 I have also been
collecting data from the Overbury Estates’ two weathers stations; one located in
the vale and one near the top of Bredon hill. Using the data collected over these
years, I have compiled a few statistics, which may be of interest to some readers…
Records (since 2012)
Highest Temperature: 34.4 °C, on 25th July 2019
Lowest Temperature: -7.3 °C on 12th December 2017
Highest rainfall rate: 235.2mm per hour on 28th July 2018
Highest daily rainfall: 45.6mm on July 23rd 2013
This was in fact beaten prior to 2012 during July 2007,
when we received a daily total of 145mm
Highest wind gust: 53.0 mph on 14th February 2014
May 2020 Records
Highest Temperature: 26.1 °C, on 20th May
Lowest Temperature: -1.3 °C on 12th May
Highest rainfall rate: 27.2mm per hour on 1st May
Highest daily rainfall: 1.8mm on 1st May
Total rainfall: 3mm
Highest wind gust: 37.0 mph on 22nd May
Recent Statistics
The total rainfall for May was a meagre 3mm.
There were only two days in May when we had virtually no sunshine
On June 15th we had over 10mm of rain in the space of an hour
All this information, and more, can be viewed on our website:
https://www.theshieling.net/weatherdavis.php.
The data is uploaded every 15 minutes to the Met Office
and a website called PWS (personal weather stations).
Both these feeds can be accessed through the weather
menu on our website.
To view the data from the Overbury Estates’ weather
stations does require a login, which is subject to
approval by Overbury Estates.
A sunshine record can also be seen by viewing the live
feed from our solar panels, which goes back to 2013:
https://www.theshieling.net/solar.php
Andy Slade
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A fable for our times……...

Maurice Michael McKinnon, known to those who knew him well as
Humphrey, had long passed the peak of his powers (rather short and
limited) for acquiring wealth. Indeed, he had found loss making a
frequent companion as he attempted the transition from employee to
entrepreneur, salesman to restauranteur to cleaner. Although his
latest project which was actually making a profit - defying his usual
strike rate – something stirred within him and he began to think.
All was not well with our world. Our de-wilded planet’s landscape was
already pockmarked, potholed, disfigured with ravaged forests and
scarred ravines – a grey assault on earthly green bounty all in the
wake of mans’ ceaseless extraction and plunder during his disastrous
time-expired tenancy. Now a new plague had been born and, to cap it
all, on TV that very day there were reports of an on-coming pestilence
of giant wasps set to kill all our honey bees...
But Humphrey, sitting astride his garden bench (manufactured of course from “sustainable
wood”) in the full radiant sun soon to sink out of a cobalt blue sky, sipping Cotswold gin with
Fever-Tree tonic considered: despite all the horrors wasn’t he personally (perish the most
unusual contemplation) as serene as he could ever remember...?
Isolated by shielding, and stuck in lockdown he could finally take stock as this unfamiliar
thought occurred. Whenever had he Humphrey ever paused for thought? Perhaps that old
axiom “something always crops up” had merit after all. It had certainly featured highly in his life.
But “contentment” as a Key Performance Indicator (one of those modern commercial markers
so ardently pursued in his unsuccessful business life) had even in his wildest meandering
moments evaded him until now. There was constant urgency to do something. What if the roof
falls in, if the insurance won’t pay, what can the youth expect from the crumbling ruins of our
legacy? He constantly hoped for success for his children and for their children; things in the
depth of his senses had been restless, unfinished, untidy – always more, yet more to be done.
“If the tide is coming in – so, in time, will it go out,” he thought
suddenly, surprising himself.
The old beachcomber in Humphrey loved watching the waters ebb
and flow during joyous beach side holidays. And he could
occasionally be transfixed by watching a spring-fed brook tumbling
continually over a waterfall or its gentle pulse as it more quietly
passed under a bridge......But he had always pushed those brief
moments aside and taken up his sword of activity again.
Here though, Humphrey
realised as he took another
sip, in these watching
moments was certainty, the
creation of life’s rich pattern
where the values ebb and flow
too. When – he said to himself
- we foresee only storms we forsake the sun that will surely
follow. For many years he had denied himself peace of
mind but now, sitting in this beguiling setting sun, his
wandering mind became becalmed - submerged amid a
proliferation of Gertrude Jekyll and Darcy Bussell
rose-infused hues and scents, with ranks of Hidcote
lavender in profusion preparing to burst their blue spires.
Over the still clinking ice cubes he could see only grace all
around in that evening’s enchanted lengthening shadows.
Realisation dawned: hold tight to these moments then, extend mystical moods, push on with
uplifting ascendant spirit despite the many apparently unassailable distractions that fill our
lives ...
Maurice Michael McKinnon (Humphrey to his friends) had found Contentment.
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Monarch Builders Ltd
Quality through Design
You dream it, we build it, you live it
We are dedicated to provide our customers with a
high range of building services from

•

Extensions, Landscaping and exterior building works

•

Modernization of kitchens, bathrooms and interiors

All works tailored to your needs
21 years of personal experience in the building industry
in Gloucestershire & Worcestershire and
75% of works carried out through recommendation
Teddington: 01242620331 / 07899902855
Email: monarchbuildersltd@yahoo.com
Website on its way: www.monarchbuildersltd.co.uk

P&H Services Ltd

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul.phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane,
Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

Tel: 01386 881550
Mobile: 07967 383639

TONY

01386 854797
07752 613814

Page 2

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK
REPLACEMENT PECIALISTS
Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial
Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

Telephone

01684 773834

Mobile

07909 948284

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT

Ford Fuels / G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk
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JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.
JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill
07531 781842
gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

Kaz & Annie’s,
Ceramics and
More...

* Pottery Painting
* Decopatch * Parties
* Take Home Kits
* Adult only evenings
* Group Bookings
* Gift Vouchers
All ages welcome, pop
in or reserve a table to
paint and relax.
18 Vine Mews,Vine St.
Evesham, WR11 4RE
Tel: 01386 304878
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Jamie Worley’s
Tech Support

Problems with technology?
Let me help you solve
them.
I offer a friendly and
efficient service for your:
Computer, Laptop, iPad,
Mobile phone, TV, printer
etc.
No job too small!
Tuition also available.
Call: 078852 38811/
01386 882084
jamworley@gmail.com

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET
MULBERRY COTTAGE, BECKFORD,
TEWKESBURY GL20 7AF
Sleeps 2, 1 double bedroom with en-suite.
Weekly or short breaks. Also available for
longer winter let from November-March
DINGLE COTTAGE, LOWER SOLVA
HAVERFORDWEST, PEMBS. SA62 6UY
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms, one double, one twin
both with en-suite. Weekly or short breaks
Further details can be found on the website:
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk

or by contacting the owner on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

The Engine House, Conderton GL20 7PP
(next to Yew Tree pub)
Available March 2020 for holiday lets,
min 3 nights stay.
Mezzanine sleeping for two, plus
sofa bed if required.
South facing with well-equipped kitchen
and lovely living area.
Walking/cycling directly on to Bredon Hill
07891 548688
enginehouseconderton@gmail.com
“ASHBEE”
BED AND
BREAKFAST
Wood Lane, Aston under Hill,
Evesham, Worcs., WR11 7SQ
Ground floor double bedroom,
on-suite
Quiet location – ample parking
Telephone 01386 881266
Mobile: 07767205968
e-mail: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com

Old Post House Barn

Beautiful barn conversion for holiday lets.
Sleeps 4 in ’upside down’ accommodation: lovely
spacious living area in the eaves, two bedrooms, two
bathrooms and mini garden.
Flat screen TV, DVD player, free wifi, woodburner.
Min two nights stay.
Children 10 and over welcome. Sorry, no pets.
Contact Karen on 07976 906653 or
karen@oldposthousebarn.co.uk
www.oldposthousebarn.co.uk

Rachael Harding Interiors

A professional, friendly design service, to help
you furnish your home.
Great selection of fabric and wallpaper designs
brought to you.
Expertise with curtain poles, tracks, roller blinds,
shutters.
Advise and arrange reupholstery, supply
headboards, rugs, lighting and carpets.
Wonderful fabric selection, beautiful
handmade curtains, great service

07810 512825

rachael@rachaelharding.co.uk

www.rachaelharding.co.uk
Donnachaidh, Teddington, GL20 8JA

Page 4

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.

SPACE & TIME THERAPIES

Craniosacral Therapy

Therapeutic Massage
Zero Balancing
Kristy A. Teele, MTI, ZBUK, B.Sc

This subtle and powerful whole-body treatment can
help a wide range of problems including sciatica,
back and neck problems, joint problems, headaches,
migraines, emotional issues, stress and anxiety. It
facilitates deep release in restricted connective
tissue and nurtures the central nervous system
providing deep relaxation.

www.spaceandtimetherapies.com
on Facebook @ Space&Time
Tel: 07758 105578 / 01684 594033

Therapeutic Massage: Works with the muscular
system to address physical issues and ailments, to
alleviate stress or simply for relaxation.
Zero Balancing: Works with the skeletal system to
release held tension, promote alignment, create
spaciousness in the body and restore the system to a
restful state.

Feel free to ring with any questions or book at
session at the Devereux Centre in Tewkesbury

Crystal Singing Bowl Sound Healing also available.

To book or enquire contact
Helen Beale 01386 725059 / 07811820717
helenbsl@btinternet.com
helenbealecraniosacral.com

Beauty by Lindsey
Sedgeberrow
07801 629756
www.beautybylindsey.co.uk
♦Blemish reduction inc: red vein, milia,
keratosis, cherry spots
♦Skin Tag removal
♦Waxing - including Brazilian & Hollywood
♦Manicures
♦Pedicures
♦Facials - including Caci nonsurgical &
hydra facial
♦Electrolysis
♦Tinting
♦Massage

VACANT
SPACE
CONTACT JEAN
CROFT IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE HERE DETAILS INSIDE THE
BACK COVER

Regain Your Natural Poise
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE
can help with:
• stress
• poor posture; back,
neck and joint pain
• improved performance
in sport, music and other
activities
• general health and
well-being

Philippa Rands MSTAT
01386 881633

Over 15 years professional experience

HOME CARE

VACANT SPACE
CONTACT JEAN CROFT IF
YOU WOULD LIKE TO
ADVERTISE HERE DETAILS INSIDE THE BACK
COVER

Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.
If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly
team whether full or part time please give us
a call on 01386 764830 to find out more.

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes S Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.
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Thinking Holidays?
Let CARRICK take
care of it…..

School Holiday Clubs @ Ashton Green Room
After School Childcare
@ Ashton Green Room
@ Sedgeberrow Betteridge Room
@ Badsey First School
@ Bredon Hancock’s Endowed First School
Private Tutoring
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808

Carrick Travel is your local Independent
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us
make you a coffee and have a chat
about your future holiday plans.
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham
office have a huge range of exciting
holidays on offer to suit all budgets and
tastes.
So if your next adventure is a seaside
family holiday, a round the world trip or a
city break then Carrick Travel is the
perfect destination.
Why not pop in or contact us now.

CARRICK TRAVEL
57-59 Port Street,
Evesham, WR11 3LH
Tel: 01386 41474
Email: evesham@carricktravel.com
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GLOUCESTER SHIRE’SFINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Dog Bedding & Coats
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Dog Coat Wash £5
Turnout Wash from £8
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Turnout Wash &
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof from £14
Reproof £6

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 773353 or 0776 6141994

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
• Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
• Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British
Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
01386 552141
Serving the community since 1960
Local people helping local people
Qualified Funeral Directors
Private Homely Premises
Fairfield House, Defford Road,
Pershore WR10 1HZ.

www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre~Payment Plans Available
Privately owned
by Beverley Funerals Limited

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 773353

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - JULY 2020
Revd Allison Davies
01386 750203
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

Associate Priest
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury
Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford

Treasurer

Sharon Denson
07727 262798
E-mail: sharondenson92@gmail.com

Parish Enquiries

For the Bredon Parish Office, the new numbers to call in the short term are:
01684 772642 (Peter Whitehead)
or 01684 773775 (Mary Doney)
At the moment there is no-one to take calls for the Beckford Parish Office so if
you require information please contact your churchwarden/contact as listed
below.

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386
Organist
Vacant
Flowers
Doreen Byrd
01386
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386

Transport Co-ordinators
882002
882200
882514
881360
710136

Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Vacant
01386 725206
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386 725405
Please contact Christine you have any
queries about St Faith’s
Treasurer
Joss Muirie
07736 957310
Organist
Anne Brown
01684 292231
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal
01386 725325
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386 725111
Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Contacts for
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
St Barbara’s
David Hunter
01386 882087
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood
01386 881278
anthony.greenwood@hotmail.com
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer
Flowers:
Teddington
Alstone

Anne Kyle
Kieran Whelan
Nicholas Bentley
Mike Wignall

01242
01242
01242
01242

620351
620763
620292
620031

Caroline Marsh
Jane Rogers

01242 621139
01242 620592

Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Faith Hallett
Kieran Whelan
Anne Kyle
Vacant
Vacant

01386 725206
01242 620763
01242 620351

Minibus
Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com
Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Lynne Wilkinson - see Parish Secretary above for
contact details
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk
Advertising
Jean Croft
Email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

01386 881230

Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries
Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

881814
620351
725111
881479

