Connec ion
Sunday 13th September 2020
Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

Collect
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Reading: Romans 14: 1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. Some believe
in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are
you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they
will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another,
while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the
day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord;
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again,
so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgement on your brother or
sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat
of God. For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God.’ So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Reading: Matthew 18: 21-35
Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I
forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and,
as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience
with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave
fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded
with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’
Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love,
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread,
and one in joy and simplicity of heart,
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Requests for Prayers
If there is someone or something that you would like to pray for please email us

Please continue to pray for the ill and isolated, frontline, hospital and medical staff and for the refuges in
the world
Those who are sick: Roy and Margaret Putnam, Richard Clements, Simon Collett, Christopher Frith,
Edward Bunn, Brian Bolam
We continue to pray for: Don Dufty, Percy and Sharon Blizzard, Jackie Pickford, Clive Hunt, Mary Doney
Those in residential care: Sheila Bigland-Gibbons, Barbara Milton
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles BiglandGibbons, John Bolton, Arthur Ore, Joan Green, Brian Druce, Charles Brazier, Nils Wilkes, Simon Flynn
Anniversary of a death: Please pray for those who have lost loved ones

Church Services

The church services this Sunday 14th September will be at:

9.00am Holy Trinity, Eckington

10.30am St Barbara’s, Ashton under Hill

September Services
Date
20th Sept
27th Sept

Church
St Mary’s, Elmley Castle
St Giles’, Bredon
St Faith’s, Overbury
Holy Trinity, Eckington

October Services 2020
Date
Church
th
4 October Chapel of Ease, Bdon Norton
St Mary’s, Elmley Castle
th
11 Oct
Holy Trinity, Eckington
St John the Baptist, Beckford
th
18 Oct
St Mary’s Elmley Castle
St Giles’, Bredon
th
25 Oct
St Barbara’s Ashton U Hill
Holy Trinity, Eckington

Time
9.00am
10.30am
9.00am
10.30am

Minister
Archdeacon Robert Jones
Reverend Allison Davies
Reverend Catherine Lack
Reverend Allison Davies

Time
9.00am
10.30am
9.00am
10.30am
9.00 am
10.30am
9.00am
10.30am

Minister
Reverend Allison Davies
Canon Roger Spiller
Reverend Allison Davies
Reverend Allison Davies
Reverend Catherine Lack

Harvest Festivals
27th

Bredon Benefice –
September - St Giles, Bredon at 10.30am which will be lay led
th
Eckington Benefice – 4 October - Holy Trinity, Eckington at 4pmwhich will be lay led
Elmley Benefice – 4th October - St Mary's, Elmley Castle at 10.30am led by Revd Roger Spiller
Beckford Benefice -11th October - St John the Baptist, Beckford at 10.30am led by Revd Davies
(Other dates to be confirmed)

News from the Diocese
Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk

Join the Diocese this September for More Open Conversations
Following the open conversations held around the Diocese at the start of the year, in September
we are offering a series of further opportunities to engage with the process as we look at how we
can effectively resource a healthy and sustainable Church into the future.
It will be a chance to hear more about the strategy for mission and ministry across the Diocese
and think about how it might impact on your own church. Only by working together can we ensure
that God’s Kingdom continues to grow in Worcestershire and Dudley.
These meetings will be held online using Zoom, but will follow a similar format to the previous
open conversations, with opportunities for people to contribute in small groups.
To find out more about the dates and times, or to book a place, please visit https://buff.ly/34PgvYL
or follow this link to the Diocesan Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/138086742903786/posts/3302265986485830/?substory_index=0

Reverend Allison Davies
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the
Bredon Hill Group

