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“At the going down of the sun
and in the morning
We will remember them.”

“Seasons of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness”

This famous line from John Keats’ Ode to Autumn is one of
those phrases which so beautifully captures the ever
dynamic aspects of nature, as our weather changes from
those long hazy days of sunshine to the colder, wetter and
generally more unsettled weather we have seen of late.
Seasons, as such, form part of the natural rhythm of our
lives, constantly changing, and each brings new things to
engage with – some to enjoy and take pleasure in, whilst others offer times to reflect and
remember.
Reflection and remembering is often associated with the season
and month of November, as we have two commemorations which
we mark both as a Church, and more nationally. The first is All
Souls Day on 2nd November, when we remember those who
have passed away this year and the second is Remembrance
Sunday, when we give thanks for all those who have sacrificed
their lives in conflicts past and present, both in this country and
across the world. It is a festival where we now also remember,
and give thanks for, all who serve in our military and emergency
services.
This year will be particularly poignant, not just because so many families have lost loved
ones because of the COVID pandemic, but because these commemorations will be more
subdued. For sadly there can be no processions, fewer gatherings at war memorials, and
many people, for whom these commemorations mean so much, may feel it is not safe to
attend even small-scale church services.
Yet, in spite of the many restrictions, it is good to know that as a Church, and as a nation,
people will still be marking these occasions, albeit in different ways. For this year, people
will be putting poppies in their windows, standing on doorsteps to mark the 2-minute
silence, and lighting candles in their houses.
All these are gestures, expressing love and gratitude for people who have “fought the
good fight” of life, and it is through these expressions of remembrance, that people will
become united through collective memory, even whilst not being able to be physically
together.
Therefore, although many of our loved ones may no longer be with us, they are still
remembered for the influence they have had on the lives of so many. For these people
lived their lives as God intended them, following the example demonstrated through the
life of Jesus Christ - by showing love, selflessness, and generosity. Through their lives
and because of their yesterdays we have our todays and tomorrows.
So, as we remember all who have died and gone before, let us reflect that although their
seasons of life on earth may have ended, we are now called to walk in their footsteps and
to follow their good example, living lives of love, compassion and hope for a better future.

So let us never forget them, and may God bless you all.
Allison
Vicar of Eckington, Defford cum Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill
Group of Churches
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This month’s magazine is a hybrid again but from January 2021 it will all be in colour.
Below is a message on behalf of the PCC relating to next year’s magazine:

" EARLY WARNING: the Parish magazine remains an important link between villagers
and parishes. As readers will have noticed, it is now in a new - and, we think- rather
attractive form. We have decided that the time is now right for an increase in the
annual subscription charge, the price having remained unchanged since January
2013. So, from January 2021 the price is going up to £ 7.00 per annum. Now, I know
what you are all saying. In the words of that celebrated economic analyst, Kenneth
Dodd: by Jove, Missus, what extraordinary good value it is! It is indeed, especially in
its new format. And we look forward to keeping you all abreast through its pages of
developments in and around the Beckford Group of churches."
Many thanks to everyone who has contributed this month. Don’t forget that the
deadline for copy for the December edition is the 16th November. Any festive
contributions will be most welcome.
Chris Godfrey (Editor)

Opening Times around the Parish for Private Prayer
Church
St John the Baptist, Beckford

Days Open
Tuesday & Friday

Hours of Opening
10:00am-4:00pm

St Faith’s, Overbury

Wednesday
Sunday (only when there is no
service in the church)
Wednesday, Friday & Sunday
Wednesday
Daily

10:00am-4:00pm
10:00am-4.00pm

St Barbara’s, Ashton Under Hill
St Margaret’s, Alstone
St Nicholas’, Teddington

10:00am-5:00pm
10:00am-4:00pm
10:00am-4:00pm

Service Rota for the Beckford Group and Bredon Hill Group of Churches
Morning Prayer is held at St Barbara’s, Ashton under Hill on Fridays at 9:00am
Date
Church
Time
Minister
1st November

8th November
Remembrance
Sunday

15th November

22nd November

29th November
Fifth Sunday

Chapel of Ease, Bredon’s Norton

9.00am

Reverend Catherine Lack

St Faith’s, Overbury

9.00am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Mary’s, Elmley Castle

10:30am

Canon Roger Spiller

Holy Trinity, Eckington

10:30am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Peter’s Chapelry, Besford

9.00am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Faith’s, Overbury

10.45am

Lay Led

Holy Trinity, Eckington

10.30am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Giles, Bredon

10.30am

Peter Whitehead (Lay led)

St Mary’s Elmley Castle

10.30am

Peter Hayes (Lay led)

St John the Baptist, Beckford

9.00am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Giles, Bredon

10.30am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Michael’s, Great Comberton

10.30am

Canon Roger Spiller

St Barbara’s, Ashton Under Hill

10.30am

Reverend Doug Chaplin

St Giles, Bredon

10.30am

Reverend Allison Davies

St Faith’s, Overbury United Service
for Advent Sunday including the
Admission of Churchwardens

10.30am

Reverend Allison Davies
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Christmas is of course a time for giving. This year has been difficult for all of us and inevitably for the charity
sector. We will doubtless receive many approaches from a wide range of organisations whose income this year
has fallen steeply. While Church members will be doing much to support their churches, and collections at our
Christmas services often go to specific charities like the Children's Society, it is right that as Christians we should
also stand ready to look outwards and contribute something to one or more of the many other good causes out
there.
Several charities feature in this month’s magazine: Royal British Legion, Tewkesbury Foodbank, St Vincent’s &
St Richard’s Day Centre Caring Hands Foodbank, the CATCH Project in Mmzamohle, The Tree of Light 2020 and
Christmas cards for St Richard’s Hospice, Together for Short Lives, Alzheimer’s Research and Macmillan Care.

Brian Shakespeare 1936 - 2020
We are very sad to report the death in early October of one of Overbury’s older
and much loved residents.
Brian Shakespeare came with his family to live in the village in 1947. When he left
school he went to work for Shakespeare’s boat builders in Tewkesbury before
joining the Life Guards for three years. He returned to Overbury in the late 1950s to work for the Estate as
a painter and decorator where he remained until his retirement around 2000 after which he continued to
help people with their decorating.
He was married to Ann, who sadly pre-deceased him, and spent his later years living in Brake Cottage
down on the Estate Yard. Having had a serious back injury during his working life, which resulted in him
spending 6 months on traction in Tewkesbury Hospital, Brian was an avid walker. He used to walk two or
three times a day covering many miles all over Bredon Hill and was a very familiar figure striding round
Overbury and Conderton on his way up or down the hill, chatting to people as he went. Latterly he was not
able to go so far but could still be seen walking round the village and never lost his pleasure in
stopping for a chat.
Towards the end of his life, Brian was supported and cared for by his niece, Jacky Goring, who lives near
Evesham. He died in Gloucester Hospital where he had been for several weeks. His sister June survives
him and still lives in Beckford.
Brian was a very reserved and private man but unfailingly friendly and interested in everything that was
happening. He is greatly missed by everyone lucky enough to have known him.

Mrs Doreen Byrd
As many will now know, with the recent death of Doreen Byrd, Beckford village has suffered the
loss of somebody who has been an important part of local life for many decades. Among her many
activities, Doreen worked for over fifty years, with her small team of helpers, to organise flower
arrangements for all church services and for the elaborate displays which were an important part of
numerous Open Village events. In fact, although unable to make an arrangement herself, because
of her failing health, she arranged for "her ladies" to provide the lovely display which added so
much to our Harvest service as recently as 11th October.

Doreen's funeral will take place in Beckford church at 11am on Monday 9th November and in
normal times the church would be packed as all her friends and neighbours joined her family to say
farewell as she is laid to rest with her husband Peter, who died seven years ago. Sadly, under the
prevailing Covid regulations, this will be impossible as funeral congregations are limited to 30 (and
gatherings afterwards even more restricted, to just 15). Doreen had a large family and there will be
no opportunity for others to attend the service, unless specifically invited, but they would be very
happy for all local friends who wish to do so, to gather along the village street or at the Village
Green, as the cortege arrives, in order to pay respect to a well-loved lady.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - BECKFORD & ASHTON UNDER HILL BRANCH
REMEMBRANCE 2020

POPPY APPEAL
The first Poppy Appeal took place in 1921 with poppies imported from France and
consisted of two men making poppies using paper and scissors! This year’s appeal, the
99th, will also have its challenges because of the Coronavirus pandemic. However, we are
determined to offer a poppy to everyone who would like one in the nine villages we serve,
as follows:
♦ Normal door to door collections are not allowed but poppies will be available in most of our village
stores, local pubs and petrol stations. Large supermarkets in the wider area will also offer poppies.
♦ Donations can be made either by cheque (payable to the Royal British Legion and given to your
local village contact) or directly to the Poppy Appeal by on-line bank transfer to Account Name: RBL
Poppy Appeal. Sort Code: 30-11-75. Account no: 01937121. As a reference, please add MDH 02 to
ensure the donation is credited to our Branch. This is very important!
♦ All poppies offered will be ‘pre-Covid’ from last year’s stock and the Appeal will follow Government
Coronavirus guidelines.
♦ Poppies can be collected/purchased by arrangement from local village contacts (see details
below). He/she will also have a small box of dated pins/wooden crosses on request.
We will be very happy to deliver poppies to those who are unable to collect for any reason – including
those who have made a donation.
We also have wreaths for sale for £20 and can deliver these to home addresses.
Village Contacts.
•
Ashton Under Hill/Grafton: Claire Dickson - 07985 263 509
•
Beckford: Ian Dickson - 07939 917 461
•
Overbury: Faith Hallett - 01386 725206 / Brian Walker - 725563 / Chris Clark - 725405
•
Conderton: Georgie Milway - 01386 725387
•
Kemerton: Alick Ralphs - 01684 772136 / Andy Hull - 01386 725554
•
Teddington: Derril Green 01684 295940
•
Alstone: Lisa Drury 01242 621407
•
Bengrove: Libby Hopkins 01242 620332
As with so many charities in 2020, the Royal British Legion has lost millions of pounds in fundraising
thanks to Covid-19 and the restrictions placed on this year’s Poppy Appeal will only make things even
more difficult. Need for the Legion’s services is as great as ever, with many ex-Servicemen and women
requiring support - financial, physical and psychological. Please help the Beckford & Ashton under Hill
Branch to plug the gap.
REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY - 10:45am on SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER
Covid-19 has also had an impact on the way we commemorate Remembrance Sunday with churches
able to accommodate many fewer people than usual. Our Branch has decided to hold a much smaller,
shorter ceremony than normal. Usually the event rotates between villages with a service followed by
wreath laying at the village war memorial. This year, however, we will instead only hold an outdoor
wreath laying ceremony (along the lines of those on VE and VJ Days) which will enable more people to
attend whilst being socially distanced than would be the case inside the church. It should be Ashton’s
turn to host but the memorial there is situated on the main road so it has been decided to move to
Overbury where there is plenty of space around the Lychgate (war memorial), both inside the churchyard
and on the barely used road that runs beside the church. Numbers will, we regret, be strictly limited to
ensure adequate social distancing. Branch Members, those accompanying them and those laying
wreaths and/or formally representing an organisation will be situated in the road at the bottom of the
Lychgate steps while anybody else will stand in the churchyard. We are very much hoping to get a
roughly equal number of people from each village. To do this – and to ensure that we don’t have bigger
numbers than can be safely accommodated – it is ESSENTIAL that those wishing to attend get in touch
with Faith Hallett (faith.hallett206@gmail.com or 01386 725206) to reserve a place. Attendance will be on
a first come first served basis so please apply without delay! PLEASE WEAR A MASK OR FACE
COVERING.
We are sorry not to be able to invite everybody to what is always a memorable and moving occasion in
our churches. Let us pray that everything will be back to normal next year and in the meantime we look
forward to welcoming as many people as possible while hoping that the weather will be kind to us!
BRANCH AGM
The Beckford & Ashton under Hill Branch will hold its Annual General Meeting at 12 noon on
Thursday 5th November 2020 in Beckford Village Hall.
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NOW OPEN! local artisan gift
shop, art gallery & café
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.30 am – 3.30 pm, located at
Beckford Village Hall (entrance adjacent to the tennis club)
A warm welcome awaits all ages and abilities. Indoor & outside
seating available, hot & cold drinks and snacks, free wi-fi, free
parking & dogs allowed!
As a Community Interest Company our profit gets reinvested back into our
local community. You will be making a difference by
supporting local businesses. So, why not pop in for a cuppa and pick up a
special gift or treat yourself while you are at it?
Save the date: Saturday 14th November 10am-3pm
for our Christmas Shopping Event.
Like and follow us on Facebook @aroundthehillcic and find out more at
www.around-the-hill.com or contact Lucy Griffiths 07506 190385.

TEWKESBURY FOODBANK NEWS

As ever, Tewkesbury Foodbank is very grateful for the generous
donations from Teddington, Alstone and elsewhere and these continue to
be collected from St Nicholas Church every week by the Foodbank.
Over recent weeks the Foodbank has posted on Facebook that
anyone made redundant and worried about obtaining food should contact
them on 01684 296824, and advice will be given.
Often people do not know what to do or where to start when they lose
their job. The Foodbank can “signpost” people to routes for help in complex situations as well as
to local referral agencies for foodbank vouchers.
In addition to three days supplies of food, the Foodbank will give out vouchers which can be used
for fresh food in Woody’s and Kevin Mace in Tewkesbury.
At the moment the Foodbank is short of toiletries for men and women, and children’s nappies in
addition to foodstuffs. Things we all take for granted such as shampoo, shower gel, deodorants,
disposable razors, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shaving
gel are all gratefully received and can make a huge
difference to the morale of the person seeking help.
So if you are able to buy a few toiletries, please leave
them in the Teddington or Alstone Church porches.
Thank you.
The Foodbank would also like to raise some money to
buy the vouchers to be used in local shops.
Donations can be made online from their website
https://tewkesbury.foodbank.org.uk/
Finally, it’s never too early to think about Christmas! But in the case of the Foodbank, because of
COVID, they are uncertain whether they will be able to distribute actual Christmas gifts or just
vouchers this year. They will decide in the next few weeks and in the next newsletter I hope to
give you an update.
Mary James, Teddington
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Overbury C of E First School – October 2020

We have had a wonderful half-term: all the children have settled into
their Bubbles so well and everyone is enjoying being back with their
friends and learning well. Forest School for the Reception and Year 1
class is a huge hit as ever and the Outdoor Learning for Years 2 to 5
has been welcomed by all the children. We have been very fortunate
with the weather, until now!
You may have seen our older children
out and about on their bicycles just before our half-term
break. We were lucky enough to be able to offer our
Years 4 and 5 their Bikeability course (independent
cycling); the Year 5s get to go out and about within the
village, learning about cycling with road-awareness.
We celebrated Harvest Festival within each classroom as we were sadly unable to have
our annual service at St.Faith’s and a donation has been made to the local Tewkesbury
Foodbank.
For prospective parents from September 2021, we still have a few spaces available at
our after-School Open Evening on Wednesday, 4th November. If you are interested in
looking round, please book an appointment by calling us on 01386 725235
or by email at: office@overbury.worcs.sch.uk. We look forward to
welcoming you.
We are still not able to offer our lovely hall for hiring; we will let you
know as and when this becomes available again.
Don’t forget, if you see us out and about, please do give us a ‘socially
distanced’ wave!
We send you all our best wishes from Overbury First School.

Ashton under Hill WI
We have managed to keep in touch ‘face to face’ with our
members recently. During October the committee has hosted
small get-togethers of six for a social afternoon or evening with
cake and a cuppa on a trial basis. We have been able to meet in
the hall at Ashton chapel which has space for distancing. It
turned out quite friendly to sit round the big table, even with
masks on, as you can still chat in person. We have been following
the rules, with wrapped cake and biscuits, and thorough
cleaning. It is important that anyone who comes should feel safe, and I think we achieved this.
Thank you to Andrew and Joy Barnett for allowing us to hire the hall.
This has proved a very popular idea as a chance to meet friends, have a chat and pass on
information. Jen brought out the photo albums from 1990s and 2000s for us to have another look
at. There have been changes of personnel and hair-styles over the years! We do hope to continue
with these meet-ups, if circumstances allow, especially as getting out gets harder over the winter.
There have been organised walks this Autumn to Wick near Pershore, and round Winchcombe for
the more energetic, which have been much enjoyed.
Contact Doreen Parsons or Marjy Facer for more information on WI meetings.
Judith Hunter
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News from Teddington and Alstone - The Chapelries

Please see page 3 for details of the Services being held during November in the
Beckford Group and wider Bredon Hill Group.
There are no services being held in Teddington or Alstone churches this month but we
do hope to have a December service and will let you know as soon as any
arrangements are made.
Both churches continue to be open for Private Prayer :
Teddington daily, 10am-4pm, and Alstone on Wednesdays 10am-4pm.
Harvest Produce for the St Vincent’s &
St George’s Day Centre
This year we were pleased to once again take our harvest
produce to St Vincent’s and George’s in Cheltenham. The
pandemic has forced this vital charity, which we have
supported for many years, to reduce both the numbers
attending and cut their working hours, but they were, as
ever, very pleased to receive our donations.
Royal British Legion Poppies and Donations
Please see page 5 for details on this year’s Poppy Appeal
and read how you can help.

Teddington and Alstone Parish Council will be holding the next meeting on Tuesday
17th November at 7.30 via ‘zoom’. Anyone is able to observe by contacting the clerk Dave
Roscoe in advance at teddingtonpc@gmail.com to register.

Allotment available
An allotment is available to rent in Beckford. It is Plot 4 of the
twelve plots located at the bottom of Back Lane, close to the A46.
It is currently allocated and in use, but the present users intend
not to renew their tenancy after next April. They suggest that a
new tenant might be keen to start digging now rather than in
April, and may be able to come to some arrangement with them.
The plot has excellent rhubarb and raspberries!
The allotments are on land owned by Beckford United Charities, and are administered by the
committee of St John the Baptist church. If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact the
secretary of the church committee, Graham Galer, on 01386 882200 or 07748 615553:
email graham.galer@hotmail.co.uk
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“Send a card, deliver a smile!”
See the lovely selection of Christmas Charity cards in aid of
Together for Short Lives,
Alzheimer’s Research and Macmillan Care
also
Advent Calendars, Advent Calendar Cards,
Giftwrap, Craft Kits etc.
Contact Caroline Edwards for a viewing appointment,
or borrow a basket to select at your leisure.
View all on www.flamingopaperie.co.uk/web/carolineedwards2
Independent Flamingo Partner ID 24086
Melrose, Walnut Bank Drive, Teddington ,GL20 8WB
Tel: 01242 620775
calbut@uwclub.net

Ashton Open Gardens 2021 Calendar
This year, as we were unable to go ahead with Open
Gardens, we have put together an Ashton Open
Gardens 2021 Calendar, with some superb images of
gardens, houses and views of our village.
The calendar includes a free entry voucher to the Open
Gardens weekend in June 2021 and envelopes are
available - an easy Christmas gift to pop in the post.
We will be selling this over the next couple of months around the village. Keep
an eye on the notice boards and village social media for where and when to pick
yours up. Alternatively if you would like to order one (or a few) please email:
contact@ashtonopengardens.co.uk
Jim Teague
Ashton Open Gardens Committee Chair
07585893323
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Beckford Community Village Hall Ltd
For our Stage Two refurbishment, it only remains to complete the
excellent job being done on redecorating/improving the kitchen by
committee member Jane Durant and her neighbour Steve Hodges,
re-varnishing the main doors (special thanks to John Lodge) and
installing new lettering on the façade (necessarily a professional job).
Then in the New Year, it should be possible to move on to Stage
Three, which will involve internal renovation, covering and lowering
the hall ceiling and improving the lighting. It looks as though, following valiant work by our
fund-raising team, and some donations, we shall be able to cover the cost of all this.
COVID-19: with appropriate cleaning, social distancing etc., the hall is being used in a
limited way. We are currently considering the degree of closure which will inevitably be
required to deal with the Stage Three work.
The 'Around the Hill' artisan gallery, gift shop and cafe is now opening on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. A great potential source for Christmas gifts, and the coffee is
highly recommended! See page 6 for more details.
Graham Galer, Secretary BCVH Ltd

BECKFORD WI
The members of Beckford WI have been managing to keep in touch with one
another in various ways and ensuring that everyone who needs assistance gets
it. We were lucky enough to have another Bookworms Book Club meeting in a
member’s garden and managed to have a group of five discussing the Susan Hill
book, “The Various Haunts of Men” which introduces her detective Simon
Serrallier and his family and work colleagues as well as a suitably complex
crime. For some of the group, this was the first time they had read one of these
books and it has inspired them to seek out the next in the series.
As 2022 is the centenary of the founding of Beckford WI plans are already afoot
to mark this in a variety of ways. This includes making a wall hanging using patchwork and
embroidery techniques which will include images of various key features of Beckford and the
surrounds. It is also planned to produce a booklet of local walks based on Beckford with
illustrations by some of our talented members. Some of these walks are based on ones we do
regularly.
The walks have been a key way to keep in touch with one another and we have walked around
Beckford to the bluebell wood and across to Grafton, from Ashton via Paris and another one took
us over to Great Washbourne. Farther afield ,we have been to Kemerton and visited the walled
garden and had an interesting walk from Bredon marina round to Bredon’s Norton and back via
Westmancote. Another very enjoyable walk was to Ashton Woods where we savoured the lovely
views over the Vale of Evesham. It has brought home to us how fortunate we are to live in this
beautiful part of the world.
We have resumed our Zoom coffee mornings and to celebrate the coming of
autumn we have had a cheese and wine evening with those who can joining their
buddy groups so that 3 or 4 people can actually get together and meet up safely.
A quiz based on cheese and wine related topics proved tricky as we were not
allowed to Google the answers! We connected by Zoom and with our combined
brain power we managed to get some of the answers right!
Although we anticipate that restrictions are bound to be imposed in the future, our
spirits are high and we are set to overcome the problems that we encounter.
Clare Henderson, Meeting Secretary
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ST BARBARA’S CHURCH – ASHTON UNDER HILL

The main item to report is the harvest festival which took place on 4th October. The previous day is
said to have marked the ‘wettest day since records began’ so it wasn’t the cheerful sunny day we
might have hoped for. However we had a joyful service and a good number of people. We organised
it along the lines of ‘what we can do rather than what we can’t’, so included a variety of elements.
The choir sang “Thou Visitest the Earth”, and we heard the John Rutter anthem of “For the Beauty
of the Earth”. The congregation read the psalm together, Charles Archer gave a talk on the Bible
topic of ‘Consider the Lilies of the Field’ and Anthony Greenwood played familiar hymns for us. The
church looked lovely and seasonal, enhanced by arrangements of flowers and produce.
We were very grateful to the First school who had made a tremendous collection of items and thank
Alison Peacey and the children (and parents) for their efforts which we displayed. They had also
produced a wonderful Harvest poster and recipes for pumpkin ice-cream! Normally the pupils come
into church for their Harvest service but it obviously all had to be different this year.

By custom our donation of goods goes to Caring Hands Food Bank in Evesham and we thank
everyone for their generous contributions, including a £54 cash donation. The Caring Hands charity
was delighted and we know they still need our support.
Remembrance Sunday: The British Legion commemoration is at Overbury this year, but
St Barbara’s will be open for private prayer as usual on 8th November.
Stop Press: The Churchyard clear on 17th October attracted a good number of willing helpers and
we have made an encouraging start on the Autumn tidying. Many thanks to all who came.
Walkers and visitors to Ashton often comment on how attractive the churchyard looks, so it is good
to keep it well maintained.
Forthcoming Services:
22nd November at 10:30am
7th December at 3:30pm:Christingle Service for families and friends
This service will be by invitation so please let Judith or Nettie know if you would
like to come.
Other News:
Sale of Cards for St Richard’s Hospice in November.
Ashton Open Gardens Calendar - for sale at £6. Ideal Christmas present. See page 9 for details
Please see local posters for more information
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TEDDINGTON – 1929
The late Tim Curr was an avid photographer. Before retiring Tim had worked for many years as one of the
photographers at the Coal Research Establishment in Stoke Orchard. Over time he amassed a wonderful
collection of photos that he’d either taken himself or had bought at collectors’ fairs.
His best friend David Aldred catalogued the collection after Tim died. With the blessing of Tim’s wife,
Loretta, all the local interest photos have been entrusted to me with a view to them being made available
to villagers to enjoy. I am currently putting together an album of the photos to put on display in
Teddington church. I’ve already agreed with church warden Kieran Whelan that I can consolidate my
collection with the historic photos that are already available to view in the church.
All the photos shown are dated 1929 and in a couple of them the photographer’s motorcycle can be
clearly seen – I wonder if it is still someone’s pride and joy.

Teddington (above) and Teddington Post Office (below)
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You will notice that what we now refer to simply as ‘Teddington Hands’ was called ‘Teddington
Cross Hands’ back in 1929. To those of us of a certain age the sight of an AA patrolman ready to
control traffic at what was then a busy road junctions will bring back memories of what was
commonplace in the 1950s and 1960s when I was a lad.
I’d be interested to know if anyone has information about what happened to the two houses in
the Bengrove junction photo. Ken Howell lives at the cottage just a few yards further along the
road and tells me that both houses had already been demolished when he moved to Bengrove
many years ago.
Brian W Foreman, April Cottage, Teddington

Teddington Cross Hands (above) and Bengrove (below)
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Dear Friends of CATCH,

CATCH Projects

What a strange Covid-19 reality we have all been living in the past 6 months. It is good to be in
touch with you again and give you a brief report on activity at CATCH.
I am happy to report that none of the 18 CATCH staff members, although living in a dangerous
situation, have become ill with the infection. Sadly, however, our foster mother Phumla
Jolibithyo passed away in August. She was a healthy, energetic mother to the 8 orphan girls in
our home on the CATCH property. Phumla became suddenly ill, diagnosed with acute
Leukaemia and died within a week. We were all devastated including the children she had
cared for over many years. For them it was a second loss of a mother. Our Social Worker,
Busi Luwaca, moved in to live with girls in the foster home and has been able to ease their
grief and see to all their needs.
CATCH began 2020 with a full strategy of activities which we had to abruptly suspend when
the corona virus unexpectedly arrived. South Africa was put in a strict lockdown for 5 weeks
from March 26th. We had to divide our 18 staff members into 3 teams as we were not allowed
to have more than 6 people in the workplace. School was suspended. We could not carry on
with our children’s clubs, adult support groups or women’s empowerment programme. CATCH
had received support to fund 120 women with job skills towards employment. Sadly, this
programme is still not up and running. Three million jobs have been lost during the past 6
months in our country.
South Africa, I believe, has been blessed with a sensible President and competent Minister of
Health who are working hard to meet the demands of the pandemic. But our country remains
one of the most unequal in the world and the pandemic brought great focus to the lack of
government service delivery to the poor especially in health, housing and educational
provision. Since the advent of democracy in 2004, not enough has been achieved to relieve
the plight of the poor. Corruption under President Zuma’s regime stalled much development.
The State is currently fast tracking efforts to bring government officials and business leaders to
face charges of corruption but these efforts are long overdue.
Hunger has been the worst enemy of the people living in Mzamomhle, the community we
serve. To this end, CATCH has been feeding 200 children every day during the past months.
CATCH has also distributed a monthly food parcel to 140 families. We have also been able to
keep our food gardens going and even made many improvements. Women have been coming
from the community in groups to tend to their garden plots at CATCH and the harvest has been
good. The pictures shows the girls from our foster home harvesting spinach from the food
gardens.
CATCH has also been able to source government funds to implement a Victim Empowerment
Project for survivors of Gender Based Violence. Gender based violence is also an epidemic in
South Africa, made worse by the lockdown during this time. We have our social worker and
two social work auxiliaries working closely with the local police. Much training to prevent the
violence and to alert women and children where to access help is underway in the community
amongst all residents.
Lockdown restrictions were lowered in order to save the economy as South Africa is in a
serious recession. CATCH is now able to provide some of the activities which were
suspended. Our team is currently daily training 68 young adults on life skills around making
healthy and positive choices. The training covers prevention knowledge on HIV, Gender Based
Violence, Substance Abuse and general personal growth and development skills. We still have
to insist that everyone wears masks and keep social distancing. CATCH must have provided a
ton of sanitizer to all and sundry over the past months!
All children are now back at school and our team is considering inviting children back to the
after- school clubs they loved so much. CATCH has 900 registered children on file and a
further 500 women. These are direct beneficiaries. With the distribution of food parcels and
services we estimate CATCH is reaching double this number every week in indirect
beneficiaries.
In closing, CATCH is proud to partner with you in our outreach to Mzamomhle over
many years now. I still have fond memories of trekking around Mzamomhle with Father
Matthew! This brief report comes to you all with blessing for health and safety for all
your loved ones.
Our team values your prayers for our team and the precious people we serve together.
Sue Davies, 11th September 2020
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Harvesting Spinach
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Commemoration – and Harvest celebration – in Beckford
After the long months of closure, recent weeks have seen two very special services in Beckford’s
St John the Baptist church, bringing folk together in celebrations of two very different kinds.
On the evening of Sunday 27th September a socially-distanced congregation filled the church for a
traditional service of Evening Prayer led by Archdeacon Robert Jones at which we remembered
Matthew, the second anniversary of whose death was the following day. We were delighted to be
joined by Bryony, Megan and her partner James, and David for this special service. Bryony supplied
a magnificent flower arrangement, incorporating sunflowers, a bloom significant to the Baynes
family.
Whilst of course no hymns were possible because of existing restrictions, we nevertheless enjoyed
superb music as Archdeacon Robert’s partner, Mike Elden, was at the organ for some memorable
pieces during the evening, including Fauré’s Pie Jesu, and he played softly as we recited Psalm
103, which gave great added feeling as it underscored the beautiful words. At one point Mike
descended from the organ bench to sing, unaccompanied, the words of the Prayer of St Francis, to
the hauntingly lovely tune of a Scottish folk song and it was a deeply moving experience.
Following the main service, in another touching episode, Archdeacon Robert dedicated the new
Benefactors Book installation to Matthew’s memory. Megan had written a charming memoir of her
father and of his connection to – and affection for – Beckford church and had asked Leslie Perrin to
read it on her behalf, bringing fond memories flooding back with its touches of humour.
The triumphant and swelling strains of La Rejouissance from Handel’s Music for the Royal
Fireworks was Mike’s perfect choice to close an evening of fond and happy memories.

Sunday 11th October saw Beckford’s celebration of Harvest in a change to the usual pattern. In
spite of the intense pressure under which she has to operate, Revd Allison Davies kindly agreed to
include an element of harvest thanksgiving when she came to lead our Holy Communion service at
10.30am. Her kindness in providing special readings and a harvest-orientated sermon at a time
when she shoulders such manifold responsibilities was greatly appreciated by us all and it was a
delight to be joined by friends, not only from all our sister-churches in the Beckford Group, but also
from St Giles, Bredon.
There was a poignancy about this festival this year as, just two days before, we learnt of the death
of Doreen Byrd who had organised the flowers in Beckford church for more than 50 years, in
conjunction with “her ladies”. These same ladies rose to the occasion and the church was
resplendent with displays of autumnal flowers, fruit and vegetables and a great deal of packaged
foodstuffs. See page 4 for a short tribute and funeral details.
It was in fact a bumper year for donations of produce and the following day a record 13 boxes and
bags were delivered to the St Vincent and St George Day Centre in Cheltenham where, as usual, it
was gratefully received. Their thanks – and ours – to all those who gave so generously of their
garden produce and from their store-cupboards.
It should be said that both the services described here were heralded by our team of bellringers and
it was a joy to hear the bells ringing out over the village announcing that our church is still alive and
active in spite of challenging times.
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The beautiful photograph above was captured by Jonathan Grice before the harvest service. The sun
was shining through the stained glass window adding this colourful halo to one of the harvest festival
decorations.

Beckford Churchyard
A small team turned out on Saturday 10th October to work on tidying the
churchyard and worked to good effect. Whilst our contractors, Andy and
Kirstie Bray of Bray’s Borders, perform miracles in tending the grass and
include much else, resulting in many compliments from visitors on the
immaculate state of the grounds, at this time of the year there is more to
be done in pruning, tidying, path-maintenance and general maintenance.
Our thanks for those volunteers who came to help.
We have two more such working parties planned – for Saturdays 7th November and
5th December – and would welcome more participants. If you feel able to help, please contact
Mark McCauley at janeandmarkathome@gmail.com for details.
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News from St Faith’s, Overbury
St Faith’s Harvest Festival
Like services all round the world, Harvest Festival at St Faith’s, Overbury was very different this year.
Nonetheless we celebrated with enthusiasm and a real sense of appreciation for the crops and produce
which surround us. The church was beautifully and imaginatively decorated with flowers and produce.
Our sincere thanks to the flower arrangers who worked so hard. That lovely Harvest smell made us all
feel festive. Anne Brown played the organ beautifully and the music made up for our inability to belt out
the harvest hymns with our usual gusto.
Farm manager Jake Freestone very kindly made time to talk to the congregation before dashing off in
appropriate fashion to rescue lost sheep! Jake outlined the difficulties experienced by farmers this year
with the extremes of weather, and explained the rationale behind new farming methods. We have
certainly benefitted from this with the widespread planting of sunflowers, linseed, quinoa, clover and
many more seedbearing plants which enrich and improve soil quality. The message that farmers are
always looking ahead with optimism, and planning with faith in the seasons, is an important one for us all
in these uncertain times.
The service also gave us the opportunity to thank everyone involved in keeping the church clean,
maintained, open and decorated, the churchyard tidy and mown, and the bellringers too for their
important contribution. So many people help out in many ways, and we are hugely grateful to them all.

Gifts brought to the church were taken to Caring Hands in Evesham. This is a Christian Centre who offer
care and support to those referred to them. People receive food parcels, toiletry packs, bedding, clothing
and blankets free of charge depending on their circumstances. They have resources available for
individuals who are homeless on the streets or sofa surfing, such as sleeping bags and backpacks.
People can also receive a free hot meal twice a week at the Caring Hands Diner. Referrals include
people on low incomes, those in severe debt and with benefit issues, single parent families,
ex-offenders, families of offenders, street homeless/homeless, people with substance misuse issues and
mental health problems, and also in crisis situations such as illness, injury, relationship breakdown and
bereavement.
The Centre are extremely grateful for help and asked that thanks should be extended to anyone who
gave a donation; there is an ever-increasing need for support.
Remembrance Sunday Short Ceremony at the Lychgate, Overbury - 10:45am on November 8th
Please see page 5 for full details of this year’s ceremony - please note that numbers are limited.
This months United Service for Advent Sunday will be at Overbury on November 29th at 10:30am.
Everyone welcome.
Christine Clark

MISSING - CAN YOU HELP?
Does anyone know the whereabouts of 2 Volumes of Canon Glynn’s books on
Overbury? They were compiled and typed by him in the late 1880s and beautifully
calf-bound in dark coloured leather.
They have recently disappeared from the shelf where they normally live and are greatly
missed.
If you can help please contact Ros Long on 01386 725383
or email her on: rsl.overbury@btinternet.com
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Here is part 2 of an article sent by Yo Yates from the Worcestershire
Archives & Archaeology Records.
Quarries Old and New - South East Worcestershire
Shortly afterwards, to the east, near Broadway, in the late 1930s
and 1940s, finds from a small sand and gravel quarry also came to
the attention of a local archaeologist, Miss C N Smith. With the help
of a small team of enthusiasts she excavated and recorded Roman
skeletons, ditches and pits associated with pottery, brooches and
other finds indicative of a Roman settlement. Some highly
decorated Late Neolithic pottery was also found and featured in an
article in the Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society of 1936 which,
for the first time, identified an important style of Late Neolithic pottery known as Grooved Ware.
It was not until 2006 that a more important assemblage of this type of
Neolithic pottery was found in Worcestershire, at a quarry at Clifton, in the
Severn Valley.
In the 1950s, an Anglo-Saxon cemetery dating from the 6th century AD was
investigated at Broadway Hill, first by members of the Vale of Evesham
Historical Society and then by the Ministry of Works. Eight graves were
recorded, some of which were associated with rich grave goods including
brooches, beads, pins and weapons.
At about the same time, the first formal large-scale rescue excavations to
take place in advance of quarrying in this area occurred, in 1954 and then
1958-9, when two Anglo-Saxon cemeteries were investigated at Carrant
Brook Quarry, Overbury and Conderton. Over 130 graves were excavated,
many associated with grave goods, including brooches and beads
accompanying female graves and shields in the male graves.
The full archaeological potential of these terraces was recognised shortly
afterwards when aerial photography identified numerous cropmark complexes along the Avon
Valley. These mainly represent settlement enclosures, trackways and field systems of Iron Age
and Roman date, but also include some potential Neolithic monuments.
Large-scale rescue excavations followed along the Carrant Valley as a result of the threat of
quarrying to several of these cropmark sites. During the late 1960s and
through the 1970s, a series of Iron Age settlement enclosures and small
Romano-British cemetery sites were extensively recorded at Beckford. Here,
Iron Age settlement enclosures were surrounded by complexes of large
ditches and included the remains of numerous roundhouses, other buildings,
paved yards and numerous storage pits. Some 50,000 sherds of pottery and
many other finds were recovered.
To the west, in the 1980s, targeted rescue excavations covered a small part
of a large quarried area at Aston Mill Quarry, Kemerton, revealing early
prehistoric, Iron Age, Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon period remains. More
recently, during the 1990s, work at Huntsman Quarry, Kemerton, resulted in
the salvage recording of an extensive area of Late Bronze Age settlement. Discoveries of
waterholes and field systems represent the earliest evidence for settled farmers recorded in the
county to date. Neolithic and Beaker period features and finds provided evidence for earlier
periods of activity.
The excavations described above focussed on deposits revealed at the
surface of the sand and gravel. These date to the period known as the
Holocene, covering the past 12,000 years. However, at Beckford,
Kemerton and other quarries in this area, quarrying into the sand and
gravel has also uncovered Palaeolithic stone tools, such as hand axes,
and the remains of animals, like mammoths and hippos. These date from
the Ice Ages and most of the finds have been made by local collectors and
quarry workers rather than during formal archaeological excavations.
Some of the stone tools recovered may have been discarded over 300,000
years ago and may have been deposited by Neanderthal communities
hunting and gathering in this area.
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Monarch Builders Ltd
Quality through Design
You dream it, we build it, you live it
We are dedicated to provide our customers with a
high range of building services from

•

Extensions, Landscaping and exterior building works

•

Modernization of kitchens, bathrooms and interiors

All works tailored to your needs
21 years of personal experience in the building industry
in Gloucestershire & Worcestershire and
75% of works carried out through recommendation
Teddington: 01242620331 / 07899902855
Email: monarchbuildersltd@yahoo.com
Website on its way: www.monarchbuildersltd.co.uk

P&H Services Ltd

GARDEN
MAINTENANCE

Electrical Engineers and Contractors

Turfing, Mowing,
Weeding, Hedge
cutting, Tree pruning,
Garden Clearance
Fencing

Paul Hopkins
Home: 01386 881528
Mobile: 07860 698847
paul.phservices@btinternet.com
Amarilli, Blacksmiths Lane,
Dumbleton. WR11 7TU

Inside & Out
Painting, decorating and
basic property upkeep!

David Smith
01386 422361
0782 819 9613
Local references available

Regular or one-off.
No job too small. Local
references available.

Tel: 01386 881550
Mobile: 07967 383639

TONY
01386 854797
07752 613814
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HM Garden &
Landscape Services
David Haynes

Gas ~ Oil ~ LPG
Boiler Servicing &
Breakdown Engineers

Garden Maintenance
Turfing Fencing
Patios Pergolas

BOILERS ~ GAS FIRES ~ COOKERS
QUALIFIED GAS & OIL BURNER
TECHNICIANS
BOILER & OIL TANK
REPLACEMENT PECIALISTS
Unit 26B, Cotteswold
Dairy Industrial
Estate
Northway Lane,
Tewkesbury GL20 8JE

Telephone

01684 773834

Mobile

07909 948284

136539

01684 293556
IDEAL
BAXI
POTTERTON

TRIANCO
WORCESTER
GRANT

Ford Fuels / G.L.B Ltd

Specialists in Oil Fired
Central Heating Systems
Service, Maintenance,
Installations
Rayburn Aga Boilers
Beckford Church heating system
maintained by ourselves since 1995

01386 871777

Est. over 30 years

HINTON PEST
CONTROL LTD
Preferred Contractor for
Worcestershire Local
Authorities
Speedy response to domestic calls.
Commercial quotes available.
Rats, mice, squirrels, moles, wasps, flies, fleas,
bed bugs, carpet moths/beetles, ants, &
cockroaches,
Fully insured, BPCA/RSPH 2 qualified

Tel: 01386 41762 / 07775 168666
www.hintonpestcontrol.co.uk

Aerial Erection Service

Digital TV & Radio Aerial Systems
Supplied & Installed
Multiple Outlets & Sky Links
Family Business Established 1973
Stuart Huntley
Tel: 01386 553151
Mobile: 07976 606967
www.aerialerectionservice.co.uk
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JO’S DOG SITTING
Leave your
dog in my
home while
you relax.
JOANNE GAILEY
DOG SITTER
8 Willow Close
Ashton under Hill
07531 781842
gaileyjoanne@yahoo.co.uk

"FIT FEET"
Mobile Foot Care
Service.
Be treated in the comfort
of your own home.
Conditions include:
 Nail
Trimming
 Hard Skin
 Corns
 Callus
 Fungal Nails
 Ingrowing Toenails
 Reduction of thickened
nails
Call Lynn on 07795553283

Kaz & Annie’s,
Ceramics and
More...

* Pottery Painting
* Decopatch * Parties
* Take Home Kits
* Adult only evenings
* Group Bookings
* Gift Vouchers
All ages welcome, pop
in or reserve a table to
paint and relax.
18 Vine Mews,Vine St.
Evesham, WR11 4RE
Tel: 01386 304878
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Jamie Worley’s
Tech Support

Problems with technology?
Let me help you solve
them.
I offer a friendly and
efficient service for your:
Computer, Laptop, iPad,
Mobile phone, TV, printer
etc.
No job too small!
Tuition also available.
Call: 078852 38811/
01386 882084
jamworley@gmail.com

HOLIDAY HOMES TO LET
MULBERRY COTTAGE, BECKFORD,
TEWKESBURY GL20 7AF
Sleeps 2, 1 double bedroom with en-suite.
Weekly or short breaks. Also available for
longer winter let from November-March
DINGLE COTTAGE, LOWER SOLVA
HAVERFORDWEST, PEMBS. SA62 6UY
Sleeps 4, 2 bedrooms, one double, one twin
both with en-suite. Weekly or short breaks
Further details can be found on the website:
www.jeans-holiday-homes.co.uk

or by contacting the owner on 01386 881230 or
email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

The Engine House, Conderton GL20 7PP
(next to Yew Tree pub)
Available March 2020 for holiday lets,
min 3 nights stay.
Mezzanine sleeping for two, plus
sofa bed if required.
South facing with well-equipped kitchen
and lovely living area.
Walking/cycling directly on to Bredon Hill
07891 548688
enginehouseconderton@gmail.com
“ASHBEE”
BED AND
BREAKFAST
Wood Lane, Ashton under Hill,
Evesham, Worcs., WR11 7SQ
Ground floor double bedroom,
on-suite
Quiet location – ample parking
Telephone 01386 881266
Mobile: 07767205968
e-mail: jc.ashbee@btinternet.com

Old Post House Barn

Beautiful barn conversion for holiday lets.
Sleeps 4 in ’upside down’ accommodation: lovely
spacious living area in the eaves, two bedrooms, two
bathrooms and mini garden.
Flat screen TV, DVD player, free wifi, woodburner.
Min two nights stay.
Children 10 and over welcome. Sorry, no pets.
Contact Karen on 07976 906653 or
karen@oldposthousebarn.co.uk
www.oldposthousebarn.co.uk

Rachael Harding Interiors

A professional, friendly design service, to help
you furnish your home.
Great selection of fabric and wallpaper designs
brought to you.
Expertise with curtain poles, tracks, roller blinds,
shutters.
Advise and arrange reupholstery, supply
headboards, rugs, lighting and carpets.
Wonderful fabric selection, beautiful
handmade curtains, great service

07810 512825

rachael@rachaelharding.co.uk

www.rachaelharding.co.uk
Donnachaidh, Teddington, GL20 8JA
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SPACE & TIME THERAPIES

Craniosacral Therapy

Therapeutic Massage
Zero Balancing
Kristy A. Teele, MTI, ZBUK, B.Sc

This subtle and powerful whole-body treatment can
help a wide range of problems including sciatica,
back and neck problems, joint problems, headaches,
migraines, emotional issues, stress and anxiety. It
facilitates deep release in restricted connective
tissue and nurtures the central nervous system
providing deep relaxation.

www.spaceandtimetherapies.com
on Facebook @ Space&Time
Tel: 07758 105578 / 01684 594033

Therapeutic Massage: Works with the muscular
system to address physical issues and ailments, to
alleviate stress or simply for relaxation.
Zero Balancing: Works with the skeletal system to
release held tension, promote alignment, create
spaciousness in the body and restore the system to a
restful state.
Feel free to ring with any questions or book at
session at the Devereux Centre in Tewkesbury

Beauty by Lindsey
Sedgeberrow
07801 629756
www.beautybylindsey.co.uk
♦Blemish reduction inc: red vein, milia,
keratosis, cherry spots
♦Skin Tag removal
♦Waxing - including Brazilian & Hollywood
♦Manicures
♦Pedicures
♦Facials - including Caci nonsurgical &
hydra facial
♦Electrolysis
♦Tinting
♦Massage
Over 15 years professional experience

Crystal Singing Bowl Sound Healing also available.

To book or enquire contact
Helen Beale 01386 725059 / 07811820717
helenbsl@btinternet.com
helenbealecraniosacral.com
Regain Your Natural Poise
ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE
can help with:
• stress
• poor posture; back,
neck and joint pain
• improved performance
in sport, music and other
activities
• general health and
well-being

Philippa Rands MSTAT
01386 881633

HOME CARE
Bluebird Care helps
people stay in the homes
they love. Our care is
tailored to individual needs
and can vary from one visit
per day to live in care.
If you are thinking about support at home or
would even like to be part of our friendly
team whether full or part time please give us
a call on 01386 764830 to find out more.

MG Executive Travel
Professional and Reliable Chauffeur
Services Providing Door to Door
Long Distance Travel Solutions
 Airport Transfers
 Weddings
 Corporate Travel
 Cotswolds Tours
 Tewkesbury Based







Business Travel
Sports Events Travel
Family Chauffeuring
Seaport Travel
Mercedes S Class Vehicles

For a competitive quote call Mike on 01684 770448
or email mike@mgexecutivetravel.co.uk

The Parish Magazine takes no responsibility for goods or services advertised.
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Thinking Holidays?
Let CARRICK take
care of it…..

School Holiday Clubs @ Ashton Green Room
After School Childcare
@ Ashton Green Room
@ Sedgeberrow Betteridge Room
@ Badsey First School
@ Bredon Hancock’s Endowed First School
Private Tutoring
www.littlebiglearners.co.uk
littlebiglearners@gmail.com
07725909808

Carrick Travel is your local Independent
Travel Agent, why not call in, let us
make you a coffee and have a chat
about your future holiday plans.
Sharon and Beckie in our Evesham
office have a huge range of exciting
holidays on offer to suit all budgets and
tastes.
So if your next adventure is a seaside
family holiday, a round the world trip or a
city break then Carrick Travel is the
perfect destination.
Why not pop in or contact us now.

CARRICK TRAVEL
57-59 Port Street,
Evesham, WR11 3LH
Tel: 01386 41474
Email: evesham@carricktravel.com
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GLOUCESTER SHIRE’SFINE ART AUCTIONEERS

Equine and Canine Laundry Service
Horse Rugs
Dog Bedding & Coats
Stable Rug Wash from £7
Dog Coat Wash £5
Turnout Wash from £8
Dog Bed Wash from £5
Turnout Wash &
Dog Coat Wash &
Reproof from £14
Reproof £6

Free auction valuations
Regular fine art & antiques sales
Insurance & probate valuations
01452 344499
enquiries@chorleys.com
www.chorleys.com

*** Free Local Collection ***

Call Natasha: 01684 773353 or 0776 6141994

PRINKNASH ABBEY PARK
GL4 8EU

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

TURN TO US FOR
HELP AND SUPPORT

Robin Porter Architects

In your time of need we’ll take care of
all the funeral arrangements.
Call us 24 hours a day.
• Funeral Pre-Payments Plans
• Memorials

Independent professional with the
vision and determination to achieve
the best solutions for all my clients.

R.I.B.A. Chartered Architect

Specialist in:
Planning and Listed Building
Consents
Sustainable Developments
Sympathetic Renovations
Oak Framed Buildings
Contemporary New Build

1 High Street
Tewkesbury GL20 5AH
01684 297376

Green Oak Cottage, Elmley Castle

01386 710651

Part of Dignity plc. A British
Company

E Hill & Son
Funeral Directors
01386 552141
Serving the community since 1960
Local people helping local people
Qualified Funeral Directors
Private Homely Premises
Fairfield House, Defford Road,
Pershore WR10 1HZ.

www.ehillandson.co.uk
Pre~Payment Plans Available
Privately owned
by Beverley Funerals Limited

Your IT
Solution
www.maltecservices.co.uk

Domestic & Business Support
Server & Network Installations
WiFi & Mobile Advice
Virus/Spyware Removal
Custom Office Support Scenarios
Maintenance Contracts
Competitive Rates

01684 773353

07788 922534

PARISH DIRECTORY - NOVEMBER 2020
Revd Allison Davies
01386 750203
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com

Associate Priest
Pastoral Area of Responsibility: Overbury
Vicar of Eckington with Defford and Besford

Treasurer

Sharon Denson
07727 262798
E-mail: sharondenson92@gmail.com

Parish Enquiries

For the Bredon Parish Office, the new numbers to call in the short term are:
01684 772642 (Peter Whitehead)
or 01684 773775 (Mary Doney)
At the moment there is no-one to take calls for the Beckford Parish Office so if
you require information please contact your churchwarden/contact as listed
below.

Saint John The Baptist’s Church,
Beckford
Churchwarden
David Carvill
01386
Secretary
Graham Galer
01386
Treasurer
Pam Grice
01386
Organist
Vacant
Flowers
Vacant
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
01386
Saint Faith’s Church, Overbury
Churchwarden
Faith Hallett
01386
Secretary
Christine Clark
01386
Treasurer
Joss Muirie
07736
Organist
Anne Brown
01684
Flowers
Stef Lemarechal
01386
Bell ringers
Ros Long
01386

Transport Co-ordinators
882002
882200
882514

710136
725206
725405
957310
292231
725325
725111

Saint Barbara’s Church,
Ashton-under-Hill
Contacts for
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
St Barbara’s
David Hunter
01386 882087
Treasurer
David Hunter
01386 882087
Organist
Anthony Greenwood
01386 881278
anthony.greenwood@hotmail.com
Flowers
Judith Hunter
01386 882087
Bell ringers
Nick Hopkins
07790 831787
Choirmaster
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479
Regular Giving
Alastair Humphrey 01386 881479

Saint Margaret’s Church, Alstone &
St. Nicholas’ Church, Teddington
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer
Flowers:
Teddington
Alstone

Anne Kyle
Kieran Whelan
Nicholas Bentley
Mike Wignall

01242
01242
01242
01242

620351
620763
620292
620031

Caroline Marsh
Jane Rogers

01242 621139
01242 620592
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Overbury
Teddington
Alstone
Ashton
Beckford

Faith Hallett
Kieran Whelan
Anne Kyle
Vacant
Vacant

01386 725206
01242 620763
01242 620351

Minibus
Andrew Barnett
01386 881145
Paul Stephenson
01386 882052
(backup co-ordinator) ashtonbeckford@gmail.com
Disability Awareness Officer
Pat Chambers
01386 750358
Parish Safeguarding Officer
Vacant
Magazine
Editor
Chris Godfrey
01242 620006
Email: christine.godfrey@tiscali.co.uk or
Advertising
Jean Croft
Email: jeancroft10@gmail.com

01386 881230

Treasurer
Laurence Alexander
01386 881814
The Old Police Station, Beckford, GL20 7AD
News Team
Beckford
Jessie Alexander
Chapelries
Bill & Anne Kyle
Overbury
Ros Long
Ashton
Alastair Humphrey

01386
01242
01386
01386

881814
620351
725111
881479

Remembering love ones this Christmas
Every year, the Rotary Tree of Light is there for people to remember loved ones whilst donating
to charity. Over 20 years, around £250,000 has been raised for many local charitable causes
which provide a much-needed service in and around Evesham. Details of charities supported
to date are listed on our website: www.therotaryclubofevesham.org.uk
Complete the form and either
donate online or print the form
and post it to us at:
Evesham Rotary,
PO Box 318,
EVESHAM, WR11 9EX
or call 07764 528044 for a
Donation Form.

As Covid-19 has had a major
effect on the work and
finances of all our local
charities, your donations this
year will be to support those
which are most seriously
affected.

Supporting
Local Charities

The names
loved ones
website, in
newspaper
library.

Naturally, we would be delighted
if you would consider being
involved in supporting the Tree of
Light this year. You can do this by
visiting our website and clicking
on the ‘Tree of Light’ page.
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of your remembered
are published on our
the Evesham Journal
and displayed in the

Weather Diary – September
September was somewhat drier than last year, but maximum and minimum
temperatures were comparable. Sunshine levels were about 5% up on last year.
Maximum wind gusts were down on last year (see below).
In addition to the usual statistics for the past month I have decided to add the graphs
for the past year to enable you to see how the weather has changed. As always, our
memory plays tricks on us and we always feel that things have changed more than
reality. However, we can’t get away from the fact that the weather is generally more
extreme and unsettled than in ‘the good old days’!
Once in a Blue Moon
October saw the first Blue Moon since early 2018. For those who don’t know, a Blue
Moon is defined as when the second of two full moons occur in a single calendar
month. We had a full moon on October the 1st and also one on 31st October. As you
can guess this doesn’t happen very often – hence the expression ‘once in a blue
moon’. The moon, of course, is not blue - even though some people on the internet
use Photoshop to illustrate the blue moon by changing its colour.

September statistics
Highest Temperature: 28.1°C, on 14th September
Lowest Temperature: 0.5°C on 28th September
Highest rainfall rate: 22mm per hour on 24th September
Highest daily rainfall: 6.8mm on 23rd September
Number of rainy days: 10
Total rainfall: 21.2mm
Highest wind gust: 30.0 mph on 24th September
Average daily peak wind gust 17mph
The next full moon will be on Monday 30th November in the morning.
All this information, and more, can be viewed on our website:
https://www.theshieling.net/weatherdavis.php.
Andy Slade
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